Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


n,g,t,7.cbyGOOglC 


..Google 


n,g,t,7.cbyGOOglC 


n,g,t,7.cbyGOOglC 


n,g,t,7.cbyGOOglC 


n,g,t,7.cbyGOOglC 


a 


.yGoogIc 


"^ 


n,g,t,7.cbyGOOglC 


n,g,t,7.cbyGOOglC 


Silt 


HARVARD  UNIVERSITY, 


ITS  FOUNDATION,  IN  THE  YEAK  1636, 


THE  PERIOD  OP  THE  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION. 


Bt  the  late  benjamin  PEIRCE,  a.  k., 


mUn.  Elig.  it  Mu  aiTWdJOB. 


CAMBRIDGE: 
BROWN,  8HATTUCK,  AND  COMPANY, 


n,g,t,7.cbyG00glc 


Entered  according  to  the  Act  of  Cuagieta,  in  t^e  year  on«  thouMod  tight 
hundred  and  Ihirty-lhree,  bj  Lvdia  R.  Feisoe,  in  the  Cletk'a  Office  of 
the  Ustrict  Court  of  the  Diatiict  of  Uimachtuetu. 


...Google 


THE  HONORABLE  PAINE  WINGATE, 


THE   ELDEST    SURriTINO   GBADUATE, 


TO  THE  OTHER  SONS  OF  HARVARD  USIVER8ITI, 

THIS    WOBE    IS, 

AT  TBE  RsquesT  OF  tbe-autbor's  family, 

RESPECTFULLY    DEDICATED 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


n,g,t,7.cbyGOOglC 


n,g,t,7.cbyGOOglC 


PREFACE. 


A  FABTiCTTLAR  histoiy  of  Harvard  University,  the  most  ancient 
Seminary  of  Learning  in  this  country,  has  long  been  a  desideratum 
in  OUT  literature.  Occasional  notices  of  this  Institution,  it  is  true,  fre- 
quently occur  in  the  works  of  American  authors  ;  but  do  one  has 
hitherto  expressly  undertaken  the  task  of  writing  its  history. 

The  late  respected  author  of  the  present  work  always  took 
a  deep  interest  in  the  University ;  and,  after  his  appointment  to 
the  office  which  placed  the  library  under  his  care,  his  time 
and  thoughts  were  intently  devoted  to  the  promotion  of  its  wel- 
&re.  Accustomed  to  reflect  much,  and  to  weigh  with  exactness 
the  current  opinions  of  the  age,  he  had  formed  a  higher  estimate 
.  of  the  incalculable  importance  of  the  University  to  the  country  at 
large,  than  is  perceived  by  those  casual  observers,  who  too  gen- 
erally estimate  the  value  of  public  institutions  and  public  meas- 
ures by  their  momentary  and  palpable  eSects,  and  not  by  those 
of  a  more  lasting  but  less  obvious  character.  His  attachment  to 
the  place  of  his  instruction  was  strengthened  at  (race  by  a  deep 
conviction  of  its  value  to  the  whole  nation,  and  an  ardent  sentiment 
of  gratitude  to  the  benevolent  founders  of  an  Institution,  to  whicb 
be  felt  himself  indebted  for  his  own  education. 

One  of  his  first  objects  was,  to  bring  before  the  public  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  treasures  cont^ed  in  the  University  library,  by 
making  a  most  accurate  and  useful  Catalogue  of  the  books; 
before  which  publication  the  great  value  of  this  collection  was 
hardly  known  beyond  its  immediate  vicinity.  The  preparation  of 
that  laborious  work  naturally  brought  under  his  notice  various  &cts 
in  relation  to  the  Univei^ty ;  and  he  employed  his  intervals  cf 
leisure  in  cc^ecting  materials  for  a  general  history  of  it. 


...Google 


After  having  collected  materials  for  the  preseot  volume,  and 
irhile  engaged  in  a  more  careful  examinatioD  of  the  details  of  his 
irork,  it  pleased  Providence,  that  he  should  suddenly  be  arrested  in 
bis  labors  by^  that  disease,  which  had  been  exasperated  by  those 
very  labots,  and  which  soon  terminated  in  removing  him  from  his 
afflicted  family  and  friends. 

As  soon  as  was  practicable,  after  his  death,  a  partial  examination 
was  made  of  his  papers ;  and  it  was  found  that  his  History  of  the 
Univet^ty  had  been  left  in  so  advanced  a  state,  that  it  was  deem- 
ed by  his  surviving  fi'iends  to  be  of  public  utility,  as  well  as  an  act 
of  justice  to  his  memory,  that  all  the  papers  and  memorandums 
relative  to  that  work,  should  be  placed  in  the  bands  of  some  per- 
son, who  should  perform  such  edilorial  duty  as  might  be  necessary 
to.  prepare  the  work  for  publication.  The  partialily  of  those 
friends  committed  this  delicate  trust  to  the  present  editor ;  whose 
deference  to  the  judgment  of  others,  as  well  as  regard  for  the 
memory  of  a  much  valued  fiiend  and  his  bereaved  lamily,  for- 
bade declining  a  request  made  under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
accompanybg  it,,  whatever  opinion  the  editor  might  have  enter- 
tained of  his  own  inability  and  Ttant  of  leisure  to  discharge 
the  trust  in  a  manner,  that  should  he  satisfactory  to  the  public, 
as  well  as  to  those  friends  by  whom  it  had  been  committed  to 

The  present  volume,  which  was  all  that  the  author  bad  origi- 
nally intended  to  publish,  comprises  an  account  of  the  University 
boio  its  foundation,  in  1636,  to  the  close  of  the  time  of  President 
Holyoke  in  1769,  being  the  last  important  epoch  preceding  the 
American  Revotutim.  This  early  portion  of  the  history,  there  is 
reason  to  believe,  cost  the  author  much  labor;  and  it  will  be 
the  more  valuable,  as  his  known  habits  of  accuracy  in  such  inves- 
tigations will  make  it  an  authority,  upon  which  reliance  may  be 
placed  by  succeeding  writers. 

If  the  author  bad  lived,  he  would,  perhaps,  at  some  fiiture  time 
have  brought  his  work  down  to  a  later  period  than  ia  included 
ia  the  present  volume,  which  embraces  the  first  century  and  a 
half  oi  the  University  history.  But  the  work  now  oSered  to 
the  public  b,  nevertheless,  to  he  regarded  as  the  extent  of  his  origi- 
nal de^gn;  and  it  comprehends  a  period,  which  fixmi  its  anaquity 
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and  other  causes  affiirds  mcne  materials  than  any  other  to  gratiiy 
the  natural  desire  felt  by  all  men,  to  look  back  to  the  illustrious 
deeds  of  their  fathers.  It  may  be  added,  that  the  materials  of 
the  present  wcn^k  are  not  merely  such  as  may  be  found  in  books 
already  publbbed;  on  the  contrary,  many  of  them,  and  Kane 
which  are  of  the  highest  interest  to  the  sons  of  Harvard,  have 
been  obtained  from  origioal  sources,  —  such  as  manuscript  noti- 
ces, detached  memorandums,  diaries  of  deceased  persons  educated 
at  the  University,  and  personal  information  communicated  by  aged 
individuals  recently  or  still  living  ;  among  whom,  the  author  was 
parucularly  indebted  to  the  late  Dr.  Holyoke,  of  Salem,  a  grad- 
uate of  the  year  1746,  and  the  Honorable  Paine  Wingate,  of 
Stratham,  New  Hampshire,  a  member  of  the  class  of  the  year  1759, 
and  now  the  venerable  senior  of  the  whole  body  of  surviving 
graduates.  Many  interesting  circumstances  relative  to  academic 
usages  and  manners  in  ancient  days  were  communicated  to  the 
author  by  those  venerable  men,  and  will  be  fmmd  in  various  parts 
of  the  Histcffy,  and  the  Correspondence  subjcuned  to  it. 

At  the  time  when  the  manuscript  of  the  author  was  first  exam- 
ined, it  appeared  on  a  cursory  view,  as  before  intimated,  to  be  in 
nich  a  state  as  to  require  but  little  editorial  aid  in  preparing  it  for  the 
press.  Upon  a  nearer  examination,  however,  it  was  found  that 
the  author  had,  in  numerous  instances,  merely  made  temporary 
references  to  authorities,  and  had  not  definitively  come  to  a  decision 
as  to  the  use  intended  to  be  made  of  them,  or  what  portions  of  his 
materials  were  to  be  incorporated  into  the  narrative  itself,  and 
what  were  to  be  reserved  for  the  Appendix  and  Notes.  In  such 
cases  the  Editor  has,  during  the  limited  time  allowed  him,  decided 
in  the  best  manner  he  could,  though  not  always  upon  grounds  so 
sure  aa  to  render  it  certain  in  all  cases  that  tie  has  determined  ac- 
COTding  to  the  author's  views. 

It  was  evidently  the  author's  intention  to  make  his  wo^  a  re- 
poeitory  of  the  most  important  and  authentic  information  relative 
to  the  University ;  and,  that  it  might  be  rendered  peimanentty 
usefiil  as  a  book  o[  reference  and  authority,  he  had  noted  down 
among  the  arUcIes  for  hb  Appendix  and  Notes,  the  College  Laws, 
the  Statutes  of  the  different  Professorships,  and  much  other  mat- 
ter of  that  description,  which  (constitutes  a  necessary  part  of  a  work 
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of  this  kind,  and  will  be  sought  after  by  every  reader  who  is  solici- 
toua  to  obtain '  an  accurate  knowledge  of  facts,  though  it  will 
be  esteemed  of  little  value  by  those  who  read  a  history  as  they 
would  a  novel,  not  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  but  merely 
for  the  enterUunment  of  an  idle  hour. 

The  simple  and  unadorned  style  of  th»narratire  may  demand 
a  passing  remark.  If  the  author  had  lived  to  publish  the  work 
himself,  it  b  to  be  presumed  that  his  correct  judgment  and  habit-^ 
ual  care  in  composiUon,  might  have  suggested  flirtUer  revision  in  a 
few  instances,  where,  for  want  of  time  or  some  other  cause,  he  ap- 
pears not  to  have  made  his  final  coirecdons.  From  this  lemaik, 
however,  it  must  not  he  inferred,  that  the  diction  would  have  been 
more  wnamented  and  rhetorical  than  it  now  appears.  Mr.  Peirce 
was  a  diligent  reader  and  admirer  of  the  English  classics,  Addi- 
son, Pope,  Dryden,  Sirift,  and  thdr  contemporaries,  and  had 
fbnned  bis  own  style,  upon  the  severest  modeb  of  that  school, 
rinctured,  perhaps,  in  a  slight  degree  with  the  plainness  of  still 
older  writers.  I£s  style  b,  accordingly,  unambitious,  simple  . 
and  pure  English ;  mth  too  little  rhetorical  embellishment  to  pn> 
duce  effect,  as  it  is  called,  upon  the  age  in  which  it  b  written,  yet 
posses^g  the  essential  requisites  of  a  style  which  will  confer 
a  more  permanent  value,  so  far  as  that  may  depend  upon  style 
al<me.  He  was  scrupulously  careful  in  avoiding  expressions, 
which  had  no  other  merit  than  novelty  or  the  caprice  of  the  day 
to  recommend  them ;  thus  conforming  to  the  sound  opinion  of  an 
eminent  English  classic,  —  himself  perhaps  the  first  writer  of  the 
age,  if  estimated  by  the  united  excellences  of  his  style  and  mat- 
ter,— who,  in  adverting  to  the  affectations  and  peculiarities  of 
certain  English  authors  most  jusUy  observes,  —  "  Such  examples 
should  warn  a  writer  desiring  to  be  lastingly  read,  of  the  danger 
which  attends  new  words,  or  very  new  acceptations  of  those 
which  are  established,  or  even  of  attempts  to  revive  those  which 
are  altogether  superannuated.  They  show  in  the  clearest  light 
that  the  learned  and  the  vulgar  parts  of  language,  being  those 
which  are  most  Uable  to  change,  are  unGt  materials  for  a  durable 
style ;  and  they  teach  us  to  look  to  those  words  which  form  the 
lar  larger  pwtion  of  ancient  as  well  as  of  modem  language,  that 
'  well  of  English  unde&led '  which  has  been  happily  restmed  to 
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from  M<nre  to  Cowper,  as  being  proved  by  ibe  unimpeachable 
evideDce  of  that  long  usage  to  fit  the  rest  of  our  speech  more 
perfectly,  and  to  flow  more  eaMly,  clearly,  and  sweetly  in  oui 
compontiona. "  * 

Notwithstanding  the  disadvantageous  circumstances  under  which 
thb,  like  most  posthumous  works,  is  offered  to  the  public,  ~— which 
nc»e  can  more  sincerely  lament  than  the  editor,  especially  in  such 
parts  as  a  more  competent  fiiend  might  have  supplied, — yet  it  is 
believed,  that  every  son  of  Harvard  will  be  ever  grateful  to  the 
estimable  author  for  having  brought  together  so  much  interesting 
and  valuable  inibrmatioD,  and  presented  them  with  an  unaffected 
candor  and  uncompiomising  honesty  and  independence,  c<»Te- 
sponding  to  the  ^mplicity  and  purity  o(  that  IVuth,  which  was 
his  sole  aim,  and  without  which  no  narration,  however  skil- 
fiilly  constructed,  or  however  finished  in  its  style,  can  deserve  the 
noble,  but  oAen  abused  name  of  History. 

The  Editor  cannot  dismiss  this  work  without  mnVing  his  ac- 
knowledgmentfl  to  his  friend,  Mr.  C.  Folsom,  for  numerous  impoi* 
tant  services,  which  his  regard  fw  the  Author,  as  well  as  the 
Editor,  prompted  him  to  render  in  relation  to  it. 

J.   PiCKXSIHe. 


At  the  period  of  Mr.  Peirce's  death,  a  short  obituary  notice  of 
him  was  published  in  the  newspapei?  of  the  day ;  and  at  the  re- 
quest of  his  friends,  the  Editor  here  subjoins  it  as  it  originally 
appeared. 

"  Mb.  Peibci!  was  a  native  of  Salem  in  this  State.  He  gradu- 
ated at  Harvard  University  in  the  year  1801. — While  ao  undei> 
graduate  be  was  eminently  distinguished  among  hi?  fellow-students 
for  his  zealous  and  untiring  pursuit  of  knowledge,  and  fw  those 
habits  of  literary  labor  which  have  been  so  conspicuous  during 
his  late  connexion  with  that  Institution.  It  is  a  satisfactory  {ffoof 
of  the  rank  which  he  held  as  a  scholar,  iu  the  judgment  of  his 
instructers,  that  he  graduated  inth  the  highest  honors  of  his  class. 

■  Sir  Junes  Mukintoah'i  Life  of  Sir  ThMiui  Hi»e,iii  Dr.  LwdMr*! 
Gilriiiet  pTdopMdk,  p.  46,  Lwdoa  Edit. 
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"  Hm  own  inclination  would,  peifiaps,  have  led  hiiD  to  puraue 
OBB  ottbe  leanisd  profeistoni ;  but  circunuitaiKies,  which  too  often 
direot  our  course  without  controi,  induced  him  to  embat^  in  com- 
mercial business  with  his  much  respected  bther,  one  of  the  prin- 
cqiol  mncbants  of  Salem ;  and  he  omdnued  in  diat  occupation 
tot  many  joan, 

"  Dunng  this  part  of  his  life  be  received,  at  different  dmes,  tbe 
most  gratifying  proofs  of  the  confidence  which  his  fellow-^itiEenE 
reposed  In  turn,  by  bsmg  elected,  at  im  eariier  age  than  usual,  a 
Senatw  for  tba  county  at  Essex  in  our  State  Legidalure  (in 
1611),  and  afterwards,  for  Baveral  years,  a  Representative  of  his 
nativfl  town.  He  was  not  a  professed  debater  in  that  public  body ; 
but  loi  sound  judgment  and  solidity  of  priociple  had  their  just 
dtAuenee  aa  thoae,  who  were  hb  fiiends  and  asaociates  in  the 
poUic  measures  of  that  day. 

"  Through  his  whole  life  he  was  unifiifmly  distinguished  (or  that 
finttd'all  the  social  virtuea — integrity; — and  never  was  a  man, 
m  bis  various  relatioDS  to  aodety  and  the  individuals  around  him, 
more  steadily  actuated  by  strict  moral  rectitude.  In  the  stotmy 
periods  of  our  politics,  and  particularly  on  the  complicated  and 
delicate  question  of  the  rights  and  duties  of  foreign  nations 
towards  us,  this  inflexibility  of  principle  not  unfrequeotiy  exposed 
him  to  sharp  oppo»tion  Irom  those  politicians,  who,  '  in  the  cor- 
rupted currents  of  tfaie  world '  are  swayed  by  other  considerations 
thao  the  mere  right  and  wrong  of  a  given  case.  But  be  never 
shrank  from  the  ezpresrion  of  his  well-matured  opinions  on  the 
Various  trying  questions  of  the  day;  oplaions,  which  he  always 
maintained  mth  the  sound  logic  of  a  well-disciplined  and  investi- 
gating mind,  and  tbe  correctness  of  which  was  justified  by  events. 

"  His  love  of  letters  continued  through  life  ;  and,  uotwlthstand- 
lllg  the  avocations  of  busbess,  few  persons  in  this  country  have 
made  themselves  so  familiar  as  he  was  with  the  classical  authors 
In  English  literature.  This  consideration,  doubtiess,  had  its  weight 
with  the  members  of  the  Corpotation,  when  they  selected  him,  in 
1636,  to  fill  the  honorable  and  responsible  otB.ce  of  librarian  to 
the  Vniveislty,— an  office  of  much  greater  Importance  in  its  vari- 
ous relations  than  is  generally  supposed ;  and  which,  in  all  coun- 
tries where  science  and  literatuie  are  respected,  is  oot  timitad  to 
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the  mere  dut^  of  keeping  aa  Btcount  of  the  d^veiy  •d4  IBtum 
of  books,  but  a  reterveA  Sat  men  of  talents  and  leuniBf ,  who 
are  capable  of  using  a  libnuy  for  the  ben^  of  tbe  coaWHunty, 
while  they  perscHiatly  give  disdoction  and  dbancXei  to  the  estab^ 
lishment  with  which  they  ue  coooected,  —  for  such  msM  w  Poiv 
aon  in  London,  Hase  in  Paris,  and  HeyoG  in  GottiB^B. 

"  With  bow  much  ability  and  fidelity  he  discbaiged  the  thi^ 
of  that  sutkni,  has  ]aag  been  well  known  to  the  governon  of  the 
University ;  and  the  public,  generally,  have  now  also  the  means  of ' 
fbnning  some  judgment,  is  his  ats^  and  iov^able  Qtialogue  of 
the  Univertity  Library,  lately  publiBhed  in  foar  octavo  Tohunes, 
the  last  of  which  was  just  completed  and  was  in  a  course  of  distri- 
bution, while  he  was  confined  to  his  house  by  that  malady  which 
so  unexpectedly  proved  &tal  to  him.  The  value  of  this  kboti- 
0U9  and  accurate  work  can  be  estimated  by  those  adj,  who  know 
how  to  appreciate  the  Herculean  labor  of  executing  it.  Various 
efiiats  had  been  made,  by  the  goveniment  of  the  Cdlege,  to 
obtain  a  good  catalogue  before  the  Library  had  attained  to  its 
present  increased  size ;  and  materials  bad  been  io  part  collected 
for  that  purpose  by  difierent  persons.  But  those  matenals,  valu- 
able as  they  would  have  been  in  tbe  hands  of  the  individuab,  who 
had  made  the  collections  each  with  a  view  to  bis  own  plan  and 
conceptiim  of  such  a  woik,  were  but  partially  used  by  Mr.  Peiice, 
as  we  have  undeistood,  in  tbe  constructkm  of  his  Catalogue. 

"  In  addition  to  this  important  publicaticoi,  Mr.  Peirce  had  he- 
gun,  and  brought  to  a  considerable  degree  of  forwardness,  another 
woHc,  in  which  every  son  of  Harvard  m  particular,  will  take  a 
moat  lively  mterest,  —  a  SRttory  of  the  Vhivernty,  fitmi  its 
foundation ;  with  notices  of  Its  distinguished  sons,  who  have  been 
ornaments  to  our  country  as  well  as  to  tbe  place  of  their  educa- 
ticni.  A  great  body  of  new  and  highly  interesting  matter  will  be 
found  in  the  collections  made  by  Mr.  Peirce  with  a  view  to  thb 
History ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  measures  will  be  taken,  as 
early  as  circumstances  permit,  for  tbe  completion  and  publication 
of  this  work,  —  in  itself,  the  meet  appropriate  mcmument  to  the 
memory  of  a  devoted  son  of  oia  Alma  Mater,  and  one  whose 
deep  interest  in  her  welfare,  and  intense  application  to  the  duties 
of  his  c^ke,  have  contributed  to  hasten  tbe  catastrophe  we  now 
lament. 
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"But  we  aie  itdmaiiisbed  to  refrain  from  induIgiDg  ourselves  in 
the  feelbgs,  which  thU  event  naturally  calls  forth.  His  asso* 
ciates  in  office  at  the  University,  and  all  others  who  knew  the 
real  worth  of  this  valuable  public  officer  and  excellent  man,  feel 
and  lament  the  loss  sustained  in  his  death.  But  by  no  one  can 
this  be  more  deeply  felt  than  by  him,  who,  in  justice  to  departed 
worth  and  as  a  solace  to  his  own  feelings,  has  attempted  this  faint 
memorial  of  the  character  of  a  highly  valued  and  cherished  friend. 

Hultia  ille  baniB  flebilis  occidit : 

NuUi  flebilior  qnam  mibi-^ 

«  Cambridge,  July  30,  1831." 
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CHAPTER  I. 

The  first  settlers  of  New  England  were  men  who 
understood  and  felt  the  importance  of  education. 
Wlule  as  a  body  they  were  well  instructed,  many  indi- 
viduals among  them  came  stored  with  the  various 
learning  of  the  English  Universities.  From  those 
renowned  mstitudons,  «ren  if  nonconformity  to  the 
established  church  would  not  have  been  an  exclusion, 
their  distance  would,  generally  speaking,  have  formed 
an  insuperable  bar  to  the  enjoyment  of  any  direct 
benefit  Scarcely,  therefore,  had  the  Pilgrim  fathers  of 
New  England  subdued  a  few  spots  in  the  wilderness, 
where  they  had  sought  shelter  fi-om  persecution,  when 
their  solicitude  to  transmit  to  future  generations  the 
benefits  of  learning,  impelled  them,  while  yet  strug- 
gling with  many  and  great  difficulties,  to  enter  upon 
the  woric  of  providing  here  for  such  an  education  in 
the  liberal  arts  and  sciences,  as  was  to  be  obtained  in 
Eurt^ ;  jusdy  regarding  an  establishment  for  that 
purpose  as  an  essential  part  of  the  fabric  of  civil  and 
reli^ous  order,  which  they  were  employed  in  construct- 
ing and  which,  with  some  modification,  now  happily 
stands  so  noble  a  monument  of  their  energy  of  char- 
acter, of  their  love  of  well-regulated  liberty,  of  their 
wisdom,  virtue,  and  piety. 
1 
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2  HISTORY  OF  HARTABD  UNlVERSITy.  [cH.  I. 

To  miDds  less  enlightenedi  less  impressed  with  the 
value  of  liber^  studies,  and  less  resolved  on  achieving 
whatever  duty  commanded,  such  a  project  would  have 
presented  itself  in  vain ;  but  from  the  fathers  of  New 
England  it  was  precisely  the  measure  which  was  to  have 
been  expected ;  it  flowed  from  their  principles  and  char- 
acter, as  an  eflect  from  its  legitimate  cause ;  and,  while 
the  qualities  of  a  stream  are  a  test  of  the  nature  of  its 
source,  this  venerable  institution  must  be  regarded  as  a 
memoriEil  of  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  its  pious  founders. 

Their  reliance,  however,  was  not  solely  on  their  own 
resources.  With  a  pious  trust  in  the  fostering  care  of 
Providence,  they  looked  abroad  for  assistance ;  and 
seem  to  have  confidently  expected  it  trom  some  of  the 
many  learned  and  able  individuals  in  England,  who 
sympathized  with  them  in  their  rehgious  sentiments, 
or  were  desuxius  of  propagating  Christianity  among 
the  aborigines  of  America.' 

In  the  autumn  of  1636,  only  six  years  from  the  first 
settlement  of  Boston,  the  General  Court  voted  £400, 
equal  to  a  year's  rate  of  the  whole  colony,'  towards 
the  erection  of  a  public  "  school  or  college  " ;  of  which 
£200  was  to  be  paid  the  next  year,  and  .£200,  when 
the  work  was  finished.  An  order  was  passed,  the 
year  following,  that  the  college  should  be  at  Newtown, 
"  a  place  very  pleasant  and  accommodate,"  and  "  then 
under  the  oithodox  and  soul-flourishing  ministery  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Shepheard " ; '  and  a  most  respectable 
committee  of  twelve  of  the  principal  magistrates  and 
ministers  of  the  colony,  namely.  Governor  Wlnthrop, 

'  Wonder- Working  Providence,  p.  164 ;  N«ir  England'!  Fint 
Fniita,  in  Mus.  Mi«L  Coll.  VoL  I.  p.  S46,  FirU  Series.  —  S«e  Notes 
A,  B,  and  H,  at  the  end  of  this  Historj. 

>  WinthTop'a  HbL  of  N.  England,  by  SaviLge,  Vol.  11.  pp.  B7, 86,  note. 

I  Sm  Notes  A  and  B. 
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1636- 1654.]  JOHir  harvard.  3 

Deputy-Governor  Dudley,  Mr.  Bellingham,  Mr.  Hum- 
phry, Mr.  Herlackenden,  Mr.  Stoughton,  Mr.  Cotton, 
Mr.  WHson,  Mr.  Davenport,  Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  Shepherd, 
Mr.  Peters,  was  appointed  to  carry  it  into  effect'  la 
May,  1 63S,  the  name  of  Newtown  was  changed  for 
that  of  Cambridge,  from  the  place  in  the  parent  coun- 
try, where  many  of  the  principal  men  of  the  colony 
had  received  their  education;  and  in  March,  1639,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  College  should  be  called  Harvard 
College,  in  honor  of  its  great  benefactor,  the  Rev.  John 
Harvard. 

In  the  year  1638  the  regular  course  of  academic 
studies  seems  to  have  commenced.  Historians  fix  on 
this  period  as  the  date  of  the  foundation  of  the  Col- 
lege ;  and  degrees  were  conferred  in  four  years  after- 
wards. 

The  Rev.  John  Harvard  "  was  educated  at  Emman- 
uel College,  in  the  University  of  Cambridge,  m  En- 
^and  ;  and,  having  received  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts,  was  setded  as  a  minister  in  diat  country.  He 
came  over  to  America,  as  is  supposed,  in  1637,  having 
been  admitted  a  freeman  of  the  colony,  on  the  2d  of 
November  in  that  year.  After  his  arrival  in  this  coun- 
tiy,  he  preached  for  a  short  time  at  Cbarlestown,  but 
was  laboring  under  consumption,  and  died  in  1638,  on 
the  14th  of  September,  corresponding  in  the  new  style 
to  the  26th  of  September.  By  his  will,  '  which  was 
probably  nuncupative,  as  it  is  nowhere  recorded,'  he 
left  .£779. 17s.  2d.,  being  one  half  of  his  estate,  towards 
the  erection  of  a  College." '  To  this  bequest,  which 
was  a  large  suni  in  that  "day  of  small  things,"  he 

>  Court  Bee.  Book  L  p.  313. 

«  ETeretfi  Addreai  at  the  Erection  of  a  Honument  to  John  Haxvanl, 
and  Appendix,  I8S8 ;  and  Wrathrop's  HiaL  of  N.  England,  b;  Savage, 
Td.  H.  p,  8S,  note. 
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added  all  his  Ubrarj/  coDsisUng  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  volumes.  From  some  lines  in  a  Latin  elegy 
to  the  memory  of  Harvard,  written  by  John  Wilson, 
"  it  might  be  inferred  as  probable,  that  he  left  a  widow 
and  some  other  heir,  who  was  not  his  son.  The  few 
facts  contained  in  this  brief  notice,  are  all  which  our 
histories  have  preserved  to  us  in  relation  to  thb  ever 
honored  name.*** 

The  first  person  who  had  charge  of  the  institution, 
was  Nathaniel  Eaton.  He  was  appomt^  in  1637; 
and  was  intrusted,  not  only  with  the  education  of  the 
students,  but  with  the  care  of  mana^g  the  donations 
and  erecting  buOdings  for  the  College-  In  1639,  the 
General  Court  granted  him  500  acres  of  land,  on  con- 
dition of  his  continuing  his  employment  for  life.  He 
was  undoubtedly  qualified  for  the  office  by  bis  talents 
and  learning ;  but  in  other  respects  he  proved  himself 
exceedingly  unfit  for  it.  In  the  same  year  the  grant 
of  land  was  made  to  htm,  be  was  accused  of  ill-treating 
the  students,  of  giving  them  bad  and  scanty  diet,  and 
exercising  inhuman  severities  towards  them ;  but  par- 
ticularly, of  beating  his  usher,  Nathaniel  Briscoe,  and 
that,  in  a  most  barbarous  manner.  His  conduct,  in  a 
word,  was  so  tyrannical  and  outrageous,  that  the  Court 
dismissed  lum  from  his  office,  fined  bim  100  marks 
(£66.  13s.  4d.),  and  ordered  him  to  pay  .£30  to  Bris- 
coe. He  was  then  excommunicated  by  the  Church  at 
Cambridge.  Soon  afterwards  he  escaped  from  the 
colony,  went  to  Virginia,  and  thence  to  England, 
where  he  lived  privately  till  the  restoration  of  Charies 
the  Second.'    He  then  conformed  to  tbe  church  of 

1  New  England's  First  Fcaits,  p.  243 ;  Uather's  Mtgnalim. 
<  Bee  Notes  A  aod  C. 

a  Wintfarop's  Hist  of  N.  Eogluid,  by  SaTi^.VoI.L  pp.  309-313; 
MBgndia,  Book  IV.  pp.  136,  137. 


1636  - 1664.]        VATHANIEL  EATON.  5 

Eogland,  obt^ed  a  livmg,  and  became  a  violent  per- 
secutor of  the  Nonconformists.  He  was  at  length 
committed  to  prison  for  debt,  and  there  ended  hia 
days. 

During  this  early  period  the  interest  generally  taken 
in  the  College  corresponded  to  its  importance.  The 
hopes  of  its  pious  founders,  for  the  mdntenance  of  those 
institudons  and  advantages  which  they  had  come  to 
this  wilderness  to  enjoy,  and  which,  above  all  things^ 
they  were  desirous  of  transmitting  to  posterity,  were 
embarked  in  this  enterprise.  They,  accordingly, 
prosecuted  it  with  great  vigor  and  perseverance.  Va- 
rious donations,  in  addition  to  those  aheady  mentioned, 
were  made  to  it  from  time  to  time  by  different  indi- 
viduals in  this  and  the  other  New -England  colonies ;  * 
and  in  1640  the  General  Court  enriched  it  by  a  grant 
of  the  revenue  of  the  ferry  between  Chariestown  and 
Boston;*  thus,  probably,  laying  the  first  founda- 
tion of  that  species  of  property,  which  was  in  process 
fiS  time  to  enable  it  to  defray  its  expenses  from  its  own 
resources.' 

A  grammar  school,  in  which  students  were  fitted 
for  the  College,  was  established  at  a  very  eariy  period 

^  Hsther'a  Magnolia. 

a  In  a  letter  from  Prerident  Duuter  to  Goveraor  Winthrap  in  1643, 
there  is  this  jmeaage  :  "  I  deBire  to  know  whether  the  country  viU 
allow  me  any  personal  intereat  in  any  of  the  said  goods  [lalelj  arrived 
for  the  Colleg«],  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  ahatementa  that  I  have 
■offered,  from  £60  to  £50,  from  £50  to  £45,  frora  £45  to  £30,  which  is 
now  wy  rent  from  llie  lerrj."  —  Mast.  HitL  CoU.  X.  187,  188,  Second 
Beriea.  "  It  ia  now  let,"  aaya  Douglass,  "  at  £600,  New-Eng)uid  cur- 
rency, or  £60  Bterling,  per  annum," — ArawMir^,  Vol.  I.  p.  543,  pob- 
bhed  in  1749. 

1  "Part  of  tho  land  on  which  the  Colledgea  and  the  Preaident'a 
house  now  stand,  containing  two  acres  and  two  thirds  of  an  acre,  were 
panted  t^  the  town  of  Cambtidge."  —  Tht  UniwrgUy  Book  of  Dotia- 
ftoM,Ai>.  J. 
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in  Cambridge ;  "  it  seems  to  have  been  nearly  cogra] 
with  the  town,  and  to  hare  been  an  object  of  great 
care  and  attention." ' 

The  infancy  of  our  University  was  also  distinguished 
by  an  interesting  event  connected  with  it,  —  the  intro- 
duction of  the  art  of  printing  into  this  part  of  the 
world.  The  first  prinling'-press  established  north  of 
Mexico,  and  which,  for  many  years  continued  to  be 
the  only  one  in  British  America,  was  at  Cambridge, 
and  was  an  appendage  of  Harvard  College.'  The 
person  who  had  the  merit  and  honor  of  conferring  this 
benefit  upon  the  country,  was  the  Rev.  Jesse  or 
Joseph  Glover  of  England.*  He  died  on  his  passage 
to  tlds  country ;  but  the  vessel,  in  which  he  had  em- 
barked, with  the  view  of  establishing  himself  here, 
arrived  in  the  autumn  of  1638,  bringing  his  prindng- 
apparatus,  and  a  person  named  Stephen  Daye,  whom 
he  had  engaged  to  come,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting 
the  press.  By  direction  of  the  magistrates  and  ciders, 
Daye  immediately  set  up  the  press  in  Cambridge; 
and  in  the  first  month  of  1639  commenced  printing. 
The  first  work,  which  issued  from  the  American  press, 
was  the   "Freeman's  Oath,'*  the  next  was  Peirce's 


1  Holmea'a  HiaL  of  Cambridge,  in  Mfuu.  HLst  CoU.  Vol.  Vlt.  |>.  31. 
Firat  Seiiei.    See  Note  D. 

»  ThomM'BHistory  of  Printing,  Vol.  I.  pp.  203-231. 

3  Some  of  tbe  euly  recorda  of  tbe  College  weie  conaiderably  burnt 
by  the  firs  which  destroyed  Harvard  Hall,  in  1764 ;  ao  that  many  par- 
ticulnis  respecting  the  donations  previous  to  that  period  are,  no  doubt, 
loet  I  find,  bowever,  the  following  relating  to  the  prow :  "  Mr.  Joseph 
Glover  gave  to  the  Colledge  a  font  of  printing-letten."  **  Borne  gentle- 
men of  Amsterdam  gave  towards  the  furnishing  of  a  printing-press 
with  letters  forty-nine  pounds  end  aomething  more."  —  Tlu  Univtrtitif 
Book  nf  DonoHotti,  JVb.  L  Othen  also  appear  to  have  contributed 
towards  this  establishment.— Thomas's  JEdory  tjf  PrinUng,  VoL  I. 
p.  324. 
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**  Almanack,"  and  the  next  *' The  Psalms  newly  turned 
into, metre."  *  The  first  two  were  printed  in  1639 ; 
and  the  last,  of  which  there  is  a  copy  jn  the  Ubrarj 
of  the  University,  and  which  is  the  first  production  of 
the  American  press  that  rises  to  the  dignity  of  a  bookf 
appeared  in  the  following  year.' 

Mr.  Eaton  was  called  sunply  Master,  or  Professor. 
It  does  not  appear  that  any  person  was  appointed  to 
succeed  him  till  the  27th  of  August,  1640;  when  the 
Reverend  Henrt  Donster,  who  had  recently  arrived 
from  England,  with  a  high  character  for  learning  and 
piety,  was  placed  over  the  institution,  with  the  title  of 
PrestdetU.  Whatever  changes  the  College  underwent 
in  other  respects,  or  whether  any  were  made,  its 
arrangements  and  forms  partook  of  the  simpUcity, 
which  was  so  much  affected  by  our  Puritan  forefathers, 
and  which  reigned  in  all  their  proceedings  and  institu- 
tions. The  substantial  properties  of  the  Enghsh  Uni- 
versities were  retained,  while  their  pompous  and  im- 
posing ceremonies  were  in  a  great  measure  excluded.' 

Under  the  direction  of  President  Dunster,  the  Col- 
lege immediately  took  a  high  stand.^  He  not  only 
attended  to  its  discipline  and  to  its  various  interests, 
with  great  care  and  success,  but,  as  was  fitting  and 
necessary  at  that  early  period,  he  took  an  active  and 
efficient  part  in  the  busmess  of  instruction.  The 
course  of  studies  embraced  the  contemporaneous  learn- 
ing of  the  colleges  in  England ;  shaped,  however,  with 
a  particular  view  to  the  object,  which  our  ancestors 
had  most  at  heart,  the  supplying  of  the  chiut;hes  with 

1  Windirop's  Hist  of  N.  Eogland,  by  Savage,  Vol.  I.  p.  269. 

1  See  Thtmiaa'aHiatoryofPriDtiDg.Vol.  I.  PP.S03-S3I. 

•  HutchiiMOD'a  Hirt.  Haaa.  Vol.  III.  p.  501.    (Collection  of  Papen.) 

4  See  NotM  E  and  H. 
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an  immtemipted  succession  of  learned  and  able  min- 
isters, and  which  they  have  taken  effectual  care  to 
preserve  from  oblivion,  by  the  motto,  —  Christo  et 
EocLEsi^  —  on  the  College  seal  A  certain  degree 
of  acquaintance  with  t}ie  Latin  and  Greek  languages 
was  necessary  for  admission.  The  study  of  these  was 
afterwards  continued ;  to  which  was  added  that  of  the 
Hebrew,  Chaldee,  and  Syriac  languages ;  and  the  whole 
was  pursued  in  connexion  with  logic,  ethics,  arithme-  - 
tic,  geometry,  physics,  metaphysics,  politics,  and  divin- 
ity. As  good  instruction  was  afforded  here  as  at  the 
first  schools  in  the  old  world ;  and  the  advantages 
enjoyed  in  this  community,  with  respect  to  morals  and 
religion,  were  considered  so  important,  that  young 
men  were  sometimes  sent  to  Harvard  College  Irom 
England  to  receive  their  education.'  The  term  for 
completing  the  academic  coui^e  and  arriving  at  the 
honors  of  the  College  was  borrowed  from  the  Enghsh 
univeraities ;  and,  amid  the  various  changes  that  have 
since  taken  place  in  the  studies,  examinations,  and 
exercises,  it  has  continued  the  same  to  this  day.  The 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  was  conferred  at  the  end 
of  four  years,  and  m  three  years  afterwards  that  of 
Master  of  Arts.  The  examinations  were  frequent  and 
close,  particularly  just  before  Commencement,  or  the 
time  when  the  degrees  were  to  be  conferred.  At 
Conunencement  the  performances  consisted  of  Latb, 
Greek,  and  Hebrew  orations  and  other  exercises; 
with  disputations  on  theses,  which  had  been  previ- 
ously printed.'  Degrees  were  confeired  on  those  who 
exhibited  satisfactory  evidences  of  their  scholarship 
and  of  their  good  conduct' 
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The  first  Commencement  took  place  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  August,  1642.  Upon  this  novel  and  au- 
spicious occasion,  the  venerable  fathers  of  the  land,  the 
governor,  magistrates,  and  ministers  from  all  parts, 
with  others  in  great  numbers,  repaired  to  Cambridge, 
and  attended,  with  delight,  to  refined  displays  of  Euro- 
pean learning,  on  a  spot,  which  but  just  before  was 
the  abode  of  savages.  It  was  a  day  which,  on  many 
accounts,  must  have  been  singularly  interesting.  The 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  was  conferred  on  nine 
young  gentlemen,  who  were  the  first  to  receive  the 
honors  of  a  college  in  British  America;  and  who 
proved  themselves  not  unworthy  of  that  distinction, 
by  the  respectability  and  eminence  which  they  after- 
wards attained,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe.' 

The  same  year  in  which  the  first  Commencement 
took  place,  but  previously  to  that  event,  an  act  was 
passed  by  the  General' Court  establishing  the  Board 
of  Overseers.'  It  consisted  of  the  Governor,  Deputy- 
Governor,  Magistrates  of  the  Jurisdiction,  and  Teach- 
ing Elders  of  the  six  adjoining  towns,  Cambridge, 
Watertown,  Charlestown,  Boston,  Roxbury,  smd  Dor- 


1  See  NotM  H,  I,  J.    See  also  Appendix,  No.  I. 

B  Dr.  Uolnea  (Annds,  I.  p.  373,  2d  ed.)  amigiia  this  act  to  the  year 
1643 ;  and  in  a  note  obaerreB,  "  The  governoTS  or  overseers  of  the 
College  met  the  firtt  Hmt,  b;  virtae  of  thia  act,  27  December,  1643." 
But  the  tuUioritjr  to  which  he  refers  (Wintbrop,  II.  150),  both  in  hia 
Annals,  and  in  his  TliEtoiy  of  Cambridge,  does  not  appear  to  me  to 
■Dpport  his  BtatemeiilB,  either  u  to  the  jrear  in  which  the  act  was 
possedior"  the  firat  time"  of  the  meeting  of  the  Overseers.  Dr.  Holmes 
was  probsblf  led  into  the  mistake  as  to  the  jear,  bj  the  first  edition  of 
Winthrop's  Joamal,  the  more  correct  one,  of  Mr.  Savage,  not  having 
been  printed  when  Dr.  Holmes  wrote  those  works.  Compare  p.  265  ^ 
Winthrop,  Ist  edition,  with  p.  67,  Vol.  II.  of  Savage's  edition.  It  ii 
important  to  notice  errors,  however  slight,  in  a  writer  of  sncb  acknowl- 
edged accaracj  as  Dr.  Uolmea. 
2 
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Chester ;  who,  with  the  Goveraor,  were  entrusted  with 
the  sole  care  and  management  of  the  Coltege/ 

This  body  was  found  too  large  to  have  the  imme- 
diate direction;  and  on  the  31st  of  May,  1650,  an 
act  was  passed,  by  which  the  College  was  made  a 
Corporation,  consisting  Of  the  President,  five  Fellows, 
and  a  Treasurer  or  Burser,  to  have  perpetual  succes- 
sion, by  the  election  of  members  to  supply  vacancies, 
and  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  "  President  and  Fel- 
lows of  Harvard  College." '  The  ample  powers  con- 
ferred by  this  act  were  accompanied  with  a  provision, 
which  must  have  been  found  very  inconvenient  and 
embarrassing  in  practice,  and  which  required  that  all 
Orders  and  By-Laws  of  the  Corporation  should  have 
the  consent  of  the  Overseers  before  they  could  go 
into  operation;  and  in  1657  a  law  was  accordingly 
passed, called  an  "Appendix,  to  the  College  Charter", 
by  which  the  acts  of  the  Corporation  were  to  have 
immediate  force  and  effect,  and  were  merely  "altera- 
ble "  by  the  Overseers,  to  whom  the  Corporation  was 
to  be  "  responsible." ' 

Previously  to  the  passing  of  the  last  mentioned  act. 
President  Dunster  had  resigned  his  office.  The  Ana- 
baptists had  made  their  appearance  a  few  years  be- 
fore, to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  good  people  of  the 
colony;  and  among  those  who  favored  their  senti- 
ments was  the  President  of  Harvard  College.  He 
seems  to  have  been  merely  what  is  implied  in  the 
term  anti-pa.dobaptist,  that  is,  one  who  is  opposed  to 
the  baptizing  of  infants ;  but,  being  a  candid  and  liberal 
man,  he  refused  to  withhold  communion  with  other 
Chrisdans  on  account  of  his  dilTering  in  opinion  with 

1  See  AppeDdix,  No.  II.  >  8m  Appendix,  No.  III. 

>  See  Appendix,  No.  IV. 
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them  on  this  point  Still  it  was  thought  very  danger- 
ous for  him  to  continue  at  the  head  of  the  College, 
unless  be  would  agree  not  to  inculcate  his  peculiar 
sentiments;  and,  though  the  magistrates  and  ministers 
were  very  desirous  of  retaining  him,  .yet,  as  he  could 
not  conscientiously  subscribe  to  that  condition,  he  was 
prevailed  upon  to  resign,  which  be  did  in  June,  1654, 
having  held  his  office  nearly  fourteen  years,  with  great 
credit  to  himself,  and  benefit  to  the  institution.  He  did 
not,  indeed,  see  fit,  in  his  letter  of  resignation,  expressly 
to  state  these  facts  as  the  grounds  of  his  decision,  but 
assigned  such  reasons  for  it,  as  were  furnished  him  by 
the  circumstances  under  which  he  was  originally  ap- 
pointed, and  by  certain  laws  which  had  been  recently 
passed  respecting  the  College  ;  considering  them,  it  is 
to  be  presumed,  a  sufficient  excuse,  or  at  least  a 
decent  apology,  for  a  measure,  which  they  might  not 
alone  have  induced  him  to  adopt,'  He  afterwards 
removed  to  Scituate,  ^ere  he  continued,  and  proba- 
bly preached,  till  his  decease,  which  took  place  in  1659. 
President  Duoster's  salary  was  small  and  variable. 
There  is  a  letter  from  him,  in  1643,  to  Governor 
Winthrop,  respecting  his  salary,  in  which  he  speaks  of 
"  abatements  he  had  suffered,  from  £Q0  to  <£50,  from 
il50  to  .£45,  from  .£45  to  .£30,  which,"  says  he,  "  is 
DOW  my  rent  from  the  ferry.  I  was  and  am  willing, 
considering  the  poverty  of  the  country,  to  descend  to 
the  lowest  step,  if  there  can  be  nothing  comfortably 
allowed."*  In  1647,  he  seems  to  have  petitioned 
the  General  Court  on  the  subject  of  his  salary  and  of 
the  financial  concerns  of  the  College ;  for  in  that  year 
they  passed  a  resolve   "  in  answer  to  Mr.  Dunster's 

1  See  Note  K. 

a  MiBS.  Hist  CoU.  X.  pp.  187, 188,  Second  Series. 
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petition " ;  aad  it  appears  from  it,  that  the  country 
owed  to  the  College  ^1-^3,  received  from  several 
donors  in  England,  and  about  ^190  which  was  col- 
lected at  home.  An  arrearage  of  ^£56  was  also  due 
from  the  country  on  account  of  President  Dunster's 
salary.  Among  the  donadons  from  which  the  above 
debts  to  the  College  arose,  may  be  mentioned  one 
from  Lady  Moulson  of  £l  00,  and  one  from  Mr.  Bridges 
of  ^0,  which  were  paid  into  the  County  Treasury.* 

President  Dunster  was  a  truly  worthy,  as  well  as  an 
eminently  learned  man.  The  candor  and  amiableness 
of  his  disposition  were  strikingly  manifested  in  his 
will,  by  which  he  ordered  that  his  body  should  be 
carried  to  Cambridge  for  burial,  and  left  bequests  to 
those  persons,  who  were  particularly  instrumental  in 
procuring  his  removal  from  the  presidency,  but  who, 
though  they  lamented  his  heterodoxy,  retained  for  him 
an  affectionate  regard.  One  of  them,  the  celebrated 
preacher  of  Cambridge,  who  hai  been  educated  under 
President  Dunster,  and  of  whom  the  great  Richard 
Baxter  observed,  that  "  if  an  cecumenical  council  could 
be  obtaiued,  Mr.  Mitchel  were  worthy  to  be  its  mod- 
erator," honored  him  with  an  elegy,  replete  with  noble 
and  liberal  sentiments.' 

**His  body,"  says  Hubbard,  who  was  one  of  the 
first  class  of  graduates,  "  was  solemnly  interred  at 
Cambridge,  where  he  had  spent  the  choice  part  of  his 
studies  and  of  his  life,  and  might  there  have  continued 
if  he  had  been  endowed  with  that  wisdom,  which 
many  others  have  wanted  beside  himself  to  have  kept 


•  Sea  Appendix,  No.  V. 

■  HolmeB'B  HJBtorf  of  Cambridge,  in  Maaiacbusetbi,  Hist  Coll.  VoL 
VII.  p.  49.  Firat  Series.    Se«  also  Mather's  Ma^alia. 
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his  nngular  opinion  to  himself,  when  there  was  little 
occasion  for  Tenting  thereof."  ^ 

Facts,  like  these,  exhibit  our  worthy  ancestors  to 
some  advantage  even  with  respect  to  a  virtue,  in  which 
they  have  been  supposed  not  to  abound,  —  charity  for 
those  who  deviated  from  the  orthodox  standard  of 
^th.  Defective  as  they,  in  common  with  the  rest  of 
the  Chiistian  world,  must  be  acknowledged  to  have 
been  in  their  ideas  of  toleration,  they  were  far  from 
persecuting  heretics  without  mercy  or  discrimination. 
They  were  rigid,  rather  than  cruel ;  intolerant,  but  not 
inquisitorial ;  and  they  seem  even  to  have  been  willing 
that  men  should  enjoy  their  peculiar  sentiments  with- 
out molestation,  so  long  as  they  refrained  from  obtrud- 
ing them  upon  the  public,  and  conformed  to  those 
regulations  which  were  deemed  necessary  for  the 
good  order  of  society.  It  must  be  acknowledged, 
however,  that,  in  their  maxims  of  toleration,  they  were 
not  in  advance  of  Europe ;  and  that  the  opinion 
expressed  by  Governor  Haynes  of  Connecticut  to 
Rc^er  WilUams,  "  that  the  most  wise  God  hath  pro- 
vided and  cut  out  this  part  of  his  worid  for  a  refuge 
and  receptacle  for  all  sorts  of  consciences,"  was  for 
posterity  to  realize  in  its  full  and  just  extent' 

President  Dunster  appears  to  have  published  only 
one  work  ;  but  that  was  a  production,  which  merits  a 
particular  notice.  The  fathers  of  New  England  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  version  of  the  Psalms  then  in  use, 
which  was  that  of  Stemhold  and  Hopkms ;  and  sev- 
eral of  the  principal  ministers,  among  whom  were 
Mr.  Weld  and  Mr.  Eliot  of  Roxbury,  and  Mr.  Mather 
of  Dorchester,  undertook  to  furnish  one,  which  should 

1  HUt  of  New  EngUod,  in  Mui.  Hist  Coll.  ToL  VI.  p.  556 ;  SecMid 
SeriM. 
■  Hut.  HiaL  Coll.  Vol  I.  p.  380,  Fint  Series. 
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be  more  conformable  to  the  original,  and  better  suited 
to  the  prevailing  taste.  The  fruit  of  their  united 
labors  was  first  given  to  the  world  in  1640,  from  the 
press  at  Cambridge.  A  second  edition  was  printed' 
in  1647.  It  was  more  to  be  commended,  however, 
for  its  fidelity  to  the  text,  than  for  the  elegance  of  its 
Tersification,  which,  having  been  executed  by  persons 
of  diflFerent  tastes  and  talents,  was  not  only  very  un- 
couth, but  deficient  in  uniformity.  President  Dunster, 
who  was  an  excellent  oriental  scholar,  and  possessed 
the  other  requisite  qualifications  for  the  task,  was  em- 
ployed to  revise  and  polish  it ;  and  in  two  or  three 
years,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Richard  Lyon,  a 
young  gentleman  who  was  sent  from  England  by  Sir 
Henry  Mildmay  to  attend  his  son,  then  a  student  in 
Harvard  College,  he  produced  a  work,  which,  under 
the  appellation  of  the  "  Bay  Psalm-Book  ",  was,  for  a 
long  time,  the  received  version  in  the  New  England 
congregations,  was  also  used  in  many  sodeties  in  En- 
gland and  Scotland,  and  passed  through  a  great  num- 
ber of  editions,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  It  may  here 
be  added,  that,  in  1758,  this  New  England  version  was 
revised  and  improved  by  our  distinguished  annalist,  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Prince. 

The  property  of  the  institution  appears  to  have 
increased  during  the  time  President  Dunster  was  at 
the  head  of  the  College,  by  donations,  amounting  at 
least  to  a  thousand  pounds  sterling,  besides  annuities 
and  grants  of  land ;  and  this,  at  a  period,  when,  from 
the  difference  between  the  value  of  money,  and  the 
resources  of  individuals  and  of  the  public,  then  and 
now,  a  hundred  was  equivalent  to  Uiousands  at  the 
present  day.  A  part  of  this,  it  is  true,  was  given  by 
generous  individuals  in  England,  and  in  the  other  colo- 
nies ;  but  more  than  half  was  collected  in  Massachu- 
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setts.*  The  gifts  were  from  a  great  number  of  per- 
sons, and  consisted  generally  of  small  sums ;  few  of 
which  would  make  much  figure  at  the  present  day. 
They  consisted  sometimes  of  money,  and  sometimes 
of  particular  articles  or  commodities,  with  their  value 
aimesed. 

Some  of  the  donations  merit  particular  notice ;  and 
of  the  following  some  may  have  been  made  a  hltle 
before  Mr.  Dunster's  time. 

Mr.  Theophilus  Eaton  gave  ^40  towards  building 
the  edifices  of  the  College. 

Mr.  Hobart,  a  school-master,  gave  i£22. 

Mr.  Bridges,  Mr.  GrecDhill,  and  Mr.  Glover  gave  as 
many  utensils  as  amounted  to  <£20. 

A  gentleman,  not  wilting  his  name  should  be  put 
upon  record,  gave  .£50. 

A  considerable  amount  was  bestowed  upon  the 
Library.  The  scholars,  who  first  came  over  to  this 
country,  brought  good  libraries  with  them  from  En- 
gland;'  and,  as  early  as  1642,  the  magistrates  and 
elders  gave  from  their  own  libraries  to  the  CoUeget 
books  to  the  value  of  .£200.  Mr.  William  Hibbons, 
Mr.  Thomas  Wells,  and  Mr.  Hugh  Peters,  procured, 
about  the  same  time,  from  "  divers  gentlemen  and 
merchants  "  m  England,  .£)50  tor  the  same  object.' 

Id  1645,  John  Buckley,*  first  Master  of  Arts  in 
Harvard  College,  and  Matthew  Day,  steward,  gave, 
for  the  use  of  the  resident  fellows,  a  garden  containing 
an  acre  and  a  rod  of  land,  near  the  College ;  since 
called  "  Fellows'  or  Tutors'  Orchardi" 

1  Unirenity  Doqotion  Book,  I.  *  locr.  Hatber's  Disc.  &c.  p.  33. 

*  DonatioD  Book,  I. 

4  Thia  name  ia  so  apelled  in  Ui«  Records.  His  father,  the  Rev.  Peter 
BnUrelef  of  Concord,  is  Mid  by  C.  Hsther  (in  hi>  Hagnilia)  to  have 
"  endowed  the  Library  of  Harvaid  Coll^«  with  no  small  part  of  hia  own." 
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Mr.  Israel  Stoughton  of  Dorchester  beqaeathed  to 
the  College,  "  towards  the  advancing  of  learning,"  300 
acres  of  land  "  about  Mother  Brook." ' 

By  an  account  of  President  Dunster*s  it  appears 
there  were  "  two  small  shops  in  Boston,  the  gift  of 
Major  Sedgwick  to  the  Colledge,  which  shops  were 
made  void  by  Mr.  William  Phillips  at  the  Ship  Tavern ; 
and  the  Tavern  House  was  engaged  for  tfie  annual 
payment  of  twenty  shillings  to  the  Colledge  for  ever." 

In  1 640,  John  Newgate  of  Boston  granted  to  the 
College  "  five  pounds  per  annum  for  ever,  towards  the 
maintenance  of  lawfull,  usefuU,  and  good  literature 
therein,  and  chiefly  to  the  furtherance  of  the  knowl- 
edge of  Jesus  Christ,  and  his  word  and  will,"  to  be 
paid  from  the  rents  of  his  farm  at  Rumney  Marsh.* 

Id  1652,  John  Coggan  of  Boston,  Merchant,  gave 
to  Harvard  College,  for  the  use  of  the  President  and 
Fellows  of  the  said  College,  so  long  as  they  and  their 
successors  profess  and  teach  the  good  knowledge  of 
God's  Holy  Word  and  works,"  &.c.,  a  parcel  of  marsb 
land  in  Rumney  Marsh  (Chelsea),  then  estimated  at 
seventy  acres,  but  which  appears  to  have  since  dwin- 
dled to  fifty  acres. 

In  1653,  John  Glover  of  Boston  gave,  by  wiH,  "five 
pounds  a  year  for  ever  towards  the  maintenance  of  a 
fellow,  to  be  ndsed  from  a  moiety  of  his  house  and 
land  given  to  his  son  Habakkuk." ' 

The  town  of  Cambridge  gave  to  the  College  100 
acres  of  land  "  at  Shawshin,  now  Billerica  " ;  to  wluch 
President  Dunster  added  100  acres  adjoining  it 

There  were  three  large  lots  of  land,  one  of  600 
acres  and  two  of  800  acres  each,  granted  by  the  Gen- 

1  CaUfld  ID  the  Records,  Brook*.  >  Donation  Book,  I. 

3  Ibid. 


Dg,l,..,-b,.GOOglC 


1636-1664.]      PRESIDENT  DUHSTER.  '     17 

eral  Court,  or  by  individuals,  but  from  which,  "  through 
the  negligence  of  former  times,"  or  some  other  cause, 
the  College  never  derived  any  benefit. 

In  looking  over  the  list  of  early  benefactions  to 
the  College,  we  are  amused,  when  we  read  of  a  num- 
ber of  sheep  bequeathed  by  one  man,  a  quantity  of 
cotton  cloth  worth  nine  shillings  presented  by  another, 
a  pewter  flagon  worth  ten  shillings  by  a  third,  a  fruit- 
dish,  a  sugar-spoon,  a  silver-tipt  jug,  one  gceat  srJt, 
one  small  trencher-salt,  by  others ;  and  of  presents  or 
legacies  amounting  severally  to  five  shillings,  nine 
sliillings,  one  pound,  two  pounds,  &.C.,  all  fetithfuUy 
recorded  with  the  names  of  their  respective  donors. 
How  soon  does  a  little  reflection  change  any  dispo- 
sition we  may  have  to  smile,  jnto  a  feeling  of  respect, 
and  even  of  admiration !  What,  in  fact,  were  these 
humble  benefactions  1  They  were  contributions  from 
the  "  res  angusta  domi " ;  from  pious,  virtuous,  enlight- 
ened penury,  to  the  noblest  of  all  causes,  the  advance- 
ment of  ^education.  The  donations  were  amall,  for 
the  people  were  poor ;  they  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the 
motives  which  actuated  the  donors ;  they  remind  us 
of  the  offering,  from  "every  one  whose  heart  stirred 
him  up,  and  every  one  whom  his  spirit  made  willing, 
to  the  work  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation ; " 
and,  like  the  widow's  mite,  indicate  a  respect  and  zeal 
for  the  object,  which  would  have  done  greater  things, 
had  the  means  been  more  abundant 
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The  town  to  which  President  Dunster  retired  after 
his  resignation  had  the  singular  fortune  to  supply  the 
College-  with  a  successor  in  the  person  of  the  Rev. 
Chai;les  Chauncy.  He  "  was  of  the  contrary  extreme 
as  to  baptism  from  his  predecessor;  it  being  his  judg- 
ment not  only  to  admit  infants  to  baptism,  but  to  wash 
or  dip  them  all  over." '  He  also  thought  that  the 
Lord's  supper  should  be  administered  in  the  evening.' 

President  Chauncy  enjoyed  great  celebrity  in  his 
day,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe ;  and  of  his 
high  character  for  learning  and  piety,  as  well  as  of 
his  sufferings  on  account  of  his  religious  opinions, 
ample  testimonials  have  been  preserved  in  various 
works  of  authority  and  note. 

He  was  the  fifth  and  youngest  son  of  George  Chaun- 
cy, Esq.;  and  was  born  at  Yardley-Bury  in  Hert- 
fordshire, England,  in  the  year  1589.  He  received 
his  grammar  education  at  Westminster  School,  where 
he  was  at  the  time  of  the  intended  execution  of  the 
gunpowder  plot,  and  would  have  been  one  of  its  vic- 
tims. From  that  celebrated  school  he  was  removed 
to  Trinity  College,  in  the  University  of  Cambridge ; 

1  IJubbard'a  New  Engluid,  in  Mass.  ijiat  Coll.  VI.  p.  544,  Second 

'  Winthrop'g  Hist  by  Savage,  I.  p.  330,  note.  "  It  is  h  liltle  remarka- 
ble," Bays  ihe  learned  editor,  "tliMt  tlie  two  first  Presidents  of  Harvard 
College  adopted  opinions  oD  the  form  of  baptism  adverse  to  that  of  all 
the  other  divioea  anil  laicka  of  the  colony." 
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and  Id  due  time  was  admitted  to  the  degree  of  Bach- 
elor of  Divinity.  Among  the  advantages  he  there 
enjoyed  was  that  of  the  esteem  and  friendship  of  the 
famous  Archbishop  Usher.  Of  the  high  estimaiion  in 
wtiich  he  was  held,  there  are  other  evidences  not  less 
decisive.  He  was  elected  by  the  Heads  of  Houses 
to  the  professorship  of  Hebrew ;  and,  when  Dr.  Wil- 
liams, the  Vice- Chancellor,  preferred  a  relation  of  his 
own  to  that  office,  he  received  an  appointment,  equally 
honorable  and  important,  that  of  Greek  Professor. 
The  epicrisis  prefixed  to  Leigh's  "  Critica  Sacra  *'  on 
the  New  Testament,  containing  a  recommendation  of 
that  work,  was  from  his  pen.  It  is  introduced  as  coming 
from  a  most  learned  and  pious  friend  ;  but  the  mere 
fact  of  bis  opinion  respecting  so  profound  a  work 
being  thought  of  importance  enough  to  be  inserted  ia 
it,  sufficiently  indicates  his  rank  among  his  contempo- 
raries. He  was,  mdeed,  admirably  skilled  in  the 
learned  languages,  particularly  the  Oriental.  In  his 
acquisitbn  of  the  Hebrew  he  derived  no  small  benefit, 
during  the  space  of  a  year,  from  the  conversation  of  a 
Jew.  He  seems  to  have  been  well  acquainted  with 
all  parts  of  learning ;  but  his  favorite  study  was  divini- 
ty ;  and  to  the  accomplishments  of  a  great  scholar  and 
theologian,  he  added  the  other  requisite  qualifications 
for  the  sacerdotal  office. 

When  be  lefl  the  University,  he  became  an  eminent 
and  successful  minister  of  the  Gospel,  first  at  Marstoa 
Lawrence,  and  afterwards  at  Ware  in  Hertfordshire. 
Having  a  strong  aversion,  however,  to  certain  opinions 
and  practices  which  the  arm  of  authority  was  then 
forcbg  upon  the  church,  and  expressing  bis  abhor- 
rence with  gi^at  warmth  and  freedom,  he  was  not  long 
permitted  to  discharge  his  mmisterial  functions  without 
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molestation.  In  the  year  1629,  "using,"  says  Rush- 
worth,  "  some  expressions  in  his  sermon,  that  idolatry 
was  admitted  into  the  Church,  that  the  preaching  of  the 
Gospel  would  be  suppressed,  that  there  is  much  aiheism, 
popery,  ^rminianism,  and  heresy  crept  into  the  Church  ; 
and  this  being  looked  upon  as  designed  to  raise  a  fear 
among  the  people,  that  some  alteration  of  religion 
would  ensue,  he  was  questioned  in  the  High-Com- 
mission, and,  by  order  of  that  court,  the  cause  was 
referred  to  the  Bishop  of  London  [Laud],  being  his 
ordinary,  who  ordered  him  to  make  a  submission  in 
Latin."  * 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  nature  or  effect  of  that 
submission,  he  did  not  rem^n  silent ;  for,  under  the 
year  1635,  after  Laud  bad  been  made  Archbishop,  we 
find  in  the  same  author,  the  following  record :  "  Mr. 
Charles  Chauncy,  Minister  of  Ware  in  Hertfordshire, 
for  opposmg  the  making  of  a  rail  about  the  Communion- 
table in  that  parish-church,  as  an  innovation  and  snare 
to  men's  consciences,  was  brought  into  the  High-Com- 
mission, and  there  pronounced  guilty  of  contempt  of 
ecclesiastical  government,  and  raising  a  schism ;  and 
was  suspended  from  his  ministry,  till  he  should  make 
in  open  court  a  recantation  after  a  prescribed  form, 
acknowledging  bis  great  offence  in  using  the  invective 
words,  and  protesting  that  he  was  persuaded  in  bis 
conscience,  that  kneeling  at  the  Sacrament  was  a  law- 
ful and  commendable  gesture,  that  the  rail  set  up  in  the 
church  with  a  bench  thereunto  annexed,  for  kneehng 
at  the  holy  communion,  was  a  decent  and  convenient 
ornament,  and  promising  never  by  word  or  deed  to 
oppose  either  that,  or  any  other  laudable  right  and 
ceremony  prescribed  m  the  church  of  England. 

I  Rushworth,  Hist.  CoU.  U.  p.  34. 
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"  He  is  condemned  in  great  costs  of  suit,  and  was 
iinpnsoned  till  he  paid  the  same,  or  performed  the 
order  of  the  court." 

*'  Afterwards,  Mr.  Chauncy  having  made  the  recan- 
tiuum,  was  dismissed  with  a  judicial  admonitioQ  given 
by  the  Archbishop  to  live  peaceably  and  conformably 
to  the  doctrine,  discipline,  and  ceremonies  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  neither  by  word  nor  deed  to 
oppose,  or  bring  into  disesteem  any  of  them."' 

This  recantation,  thus  violently  extorted  from  him, 
averted  the  penalties  of  the  sentence;  but  it  was  only 
to  inflict  upon  him  the  tortures  of  self-reproach  ;  and, 
though  he  soon  after  exposed  himself  anew  to  the  ven- 
geance of  his  bigoted  superiors,  by  publicly  acknowl- 
edging his  fault,  and  by  steadily  resisting  the  encroach- 
ments of  supposed  error  and  corruption,  he  never 
forgave  himself  for  his  criminal  weakness  as  long  as 
he  lived.  He  did  not  even  omit  it  in  his  last  will,  the 
preamble  to  which  contamed  strong  expressions  of 
self-condemnation  for  his  **  so  many  siuful  compliances 
with  and  conformity  unto  vile  human  inventions,  and 
will-worship  and  hell-bred  superstition,  and  patcheries 
stitched  into  the  service  of  the  Lord,  which  the  English 
mass-book,  that  is,  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and 
the  ordination  of  priests,  &.c.,  are  fully  fraught  withal." 
He  then  most  solemnly  enjoins  it  upon  his  posterity 
throughout  all  generations,  "  not  to  conform,  as  he  had 
done,  to  rights  and  ceremonies  in  religious  worship  of 
man's  devising,  and  not  of  God's  appointment." ' 

1  RushnorU),  HiaL  Colt.  II.  p.  316.  "This  prosecution  was  one  of 
the  things  urged  ia  proof  against  Laud,  when  he  was  brought  to  trial 
in  IG4!{."  Biogr.  Brit,  Second  EdiL  (Kippis's),  Art  Chaunes,  note. 
Seethe  same  artick  for  the/arm  of  his  recantation. 

>  Mather's  HagnalU,  B.  III.  p.  135 ;  and  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.  X.  p.  173, 
First  Series. 
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The  resentment  of  Archbishop  Laud  contented  it- 
self at  length  with  sitencing  and  suspending  him.  The 
immediate  cause  of  this  appears  to  have  been  his 
refusing  to  read  the  book  of  sports,  his  discounte- 
nancing all  profane  recreations  on  the  Sabbath;  and, 
when  public  worship  was  ioterdicled  on  the  afternoons 
of  that  day,  his  employing  himself  in  catechizing  his 
flock,  which  Laud  said  was  as  bad  as  preaching  ! ' 

After  this  he  determined  to  seek  an  asylum  among 
the  Pilgrims  in  New  England.  He  was  then  about 
forty-eight  years  old;  "and  few  suffered  for  noncon- 
formity more  than  he,  by  fines,  by  gaols,  by  necessities 
to  abscond,  and  at  last  by  an  exile  from  his  native 
country."  ' 

He  arrived  at  Plymouth  a  few  days  before  the  great 
earthquake  in  New  England',  which  happened  June 
1st,  1638.  He  remained  and  preached  at  this  place 
about  tht^e  years;  but,  differing  from  the  church  on 
the  subject  of  baptism,  he  dechned  setding,  though 
they  were  so  desirous  of  retaining  him  that  they  pro- 
posed that  he  and  Mr.  Reyner,  the  minister,  should 
baptize,  each  in  his  own  mode,  without  interfering  with 
the  other.  He  did  not  think  proper  to  accede  to  their 
proposal ;  but  accepted  an  invitation  to  take  the  pas- 
toral charge  of  the  church  at  Scituate.'  At  his  entrance 
on  this  new  relation  he  was  reordained,  and  on  this 
occasion  he  delivered  a  sermon,  on  these  words  in 
Proverbs  ix.  3 ;  Wisdom  hath  sent  forth  her  maidens ; 
in  which,  alluding  to  his  compliances  with  the  High- 
Commission  Court,  he  said  with  tears  ;  "  Alas  !  Chris- 
tians, I  am  no  maiden ;  my  soul  hath  been  defiled 

1  Hathei'a  Magnalia,  B.  111.  p.  135.  ^  Ibid. 

3  Cotton's  Account  of  the  Cbuich  in  Flymonlli,  in  Mua.  Hist  Coll. 
IV.  pp.  Ill,  111^  First  Series. 
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with  false  worship ;  how  wondrous  is  the  &ee  grace  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  I  should  still  be  employed 
among  the  mEudens  of  wisdom ! "' 

He  remained  at  Scituate  about  twelve  years,  enjoy- 
ing all  that  consideration,  to  which  his  learning  and 
worth  entitled  him ;  not,  however,  without  some  mix- 
ture of  the  alloy  which  seems  inseparable  from  every 
condition  of  life ;  for  he  not  only  met  with  opposition 
to  his  religious  peculiarities,  but  endured  the  miseries 
of  a  scanty  maintenance.  "  Deest,"  sad  he,  "  quidem 
panis." ' 

In  the  mean  time  the  situation  of  the  Furitaos  in 
England  had  undergone  a  great  alteration.  The  party 
to  which  they  belonged  had  in  its  turn  acquired  the 
ascendency.  A  state  of  things,  so  favorable  to  the 
restoration  of  the  exiled  ministers  was  not  without  its 
effect;  and  Mr.  Chauncy,  having  received  an  invita- 
tioD  from  bis  former  people  at  Ware  to  return  and 
renew  his  pastoral  connexion  with  them,  decided  to 
do  it,  and  went  to  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
passage  to  England.  Happening  to  be  there  about 
the  time  when  President  Dunster  resigned,  he  was 
prevailed  upon  to  accept  the  presidentship  of  Har- 
vard College.  On  the  2d  of  November  1654,  "Mr. 
Mather,  and  Mr.  Norton  were  desired  by  the  Over~ 
Hters  of  the  College,  to  tender  unto  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Charles  Chauncy  the  place  of  President,  with  the  sti- 
pend of  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  country  treasury ;  and  withal  to  signify  to 
him,  that  it  is  expected  and  desired  that  he  forbear  to 
disseminate  or  publish  any  tenets  concerning  immersion 
in  baptism,  and  celebration  of  the  Lord^s  supper  at 

1  Mather's  MagnalU,  B.  HI.  p.  isa      ' 

'  /  mm  uxtnt  brtad.  —  Mase,  Hist  Co«.  X.  p.  174,  Pirat  Series. 
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evening,  or  to  expose  the  received  doctrine  tberein."  * 
-  He  readily  agreed  to  this,  and  was  inaugurated  Novem- 
ber 27th,  1654.  Oa  that  occasion  he  made  an  "ex- 
cellent oration  ",  and  concluded  it  with  these  words : 
"  Doctiorem,  certe,  Prsesidem,  et  huic  oneri  ac  stationi 
muitis  modis  apliorem,  vobis  facile  licet  invenire  ;  sed 
amantiorem,  et  vestri  boni  studiosiorem,  non  invenie- 
tjs."'  "And  certainly,"  says  Cotton  Mather,  "he 
was  as  good  as  hia  word.  How  learnedly  he  now 
conveyed  all  the  liberal  arts  unto  those  that  sat  at  his 
feet ;  how  wittily  he  moderated  their  disputations  and 
other  exercises ;  how  constantly  he  expounded  the 
Scriptures  to  them  in  the  College-Hall ;  hgw  fluently 
he  expressed  himself  unto  them,  with  Latin  of  a  Te- 
rentian  phrase,  in  all  his  discourses  ;  and. how. care- 
fully he  inspected  their  manners,  and  was  above  all 
things  concerned  for  them,  that  they  might  answer  a 
note  which  he  gave  them,  IVhen  you  are  yourselves 
interested  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  his  righteous- 
ness, you  will  befit  to  be  teacf^ers  of  others  ;  —  will 
never  be  forgotten  by  many  of  our  most  worthy  men, 
who  were  made  such  by  their  education  under  him." ' 

The  first  event  of  importance  which  took  place  in 
President  Chauncy's  time  .relating  to  the  College,  was 
the  passing  of  the  act,  in  1657,  called  the  Appendix 
to  the  Charter,  as  before  related. 

In  the  year  1659,  the  General  Court  passed  an  act, 
by  which,  —  after  acknowledging  the  great  goodness 
of  God  towards  the  people  in  this  wilderness,  in  rais- 
ing up  schools  of  learning,  especially  the  College; 
stating  that  the  College  had  suffered  injury  by  "the 
scantiness  of  its  means,  that  many  propositions  had 

1  MaM.  Hiat  Coll.  X.  p.  175,  First  Series. 

B  Ufttber's  Uagualia,  B.  UI.  p.  3.  >  Ibid. 
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been  made  for  a  voluntary  contribution*  but  that  from 
several  persons  and  towns  nothing  had  been  obtained^ 
though  some  had  done  very  liberally ;  and  express- 
ing a  fear  that  they  should  show  themselves  ungrate- 
ful to  God,  or  unfaithful  to  posterity,  if,  through  thdr 
neglect^  so  good  a  seminary  of  knowledge  and  virtue 
should  fall  to  the  ground,  —  they  ordered,  that,  besides 
the  income  of  Charlestowa  ferry,  formerly  granted  to 
the  College,  one  hundred  pounds  should  be  annually 
levied  by  addition  to  the  country  rate,  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  President  and  Fellows,  to  be  distributed 
according  to  the  determination  of  the  Overseers ;  and 
to  continue  during  the  pleasure  of  the  country ;  and 
that  the  payment  of  the  voluntary  contribution  should 
not  be  exacted ;  or,  where  it  had  been  already  paid, 
an  allowance  should  be  made  for  it  in  the  country  rate.* 
But  the  operations  of  the  press  during  this  period 
were  more  particularly  interesting.  They  were  such 
as  attracted  no  small  attention  even  in  Europe.  "  The 
press  of  Harvard  College,"  says  Thomas,  in  his  His- 
tory of  Printing,  "  was  for  a  time  as  celebrated  as  the 
presses  of  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
in  England."  It  sent  forth  a  considerable  number  of 
works  in  the  first  thirty  years  after  its  establishment. 
With  the  exception  of  Almanacs,  they  were  principally 
religious  works;  but  the  most  important  ones,  and 
those  which  gave  the  press  its  chief  celebrity,  were  the 

1  Colony  Laws  of  Msgsachuaetts,  p.  30,  edit  1673.  "  For  more  thwi 
bvlfa  century,  tbe  tutors),  who  with  the  Preaident  cooducted  the  iutmC' 
&00  and  immediate  govcnimrtiU  were  c&lled  '  Pellowa  of  the  College.' 
After  til  e  establishment  of  the  Corporation,  there  were 'Fellows  of  the 
House  or  Colle(;e,'  and  '  Resident  Fellows,'  and  '  Fellows  of  the 
Corporation.'  This  name  is  now  and  has  been  for  more  than  sixty 
years  confined  to  the  members  of  the  ■  CarporatMm.' " —  Coiutitvtion  iff 
ftc  Unwtrtiis,  ^ppew&x,  p.  17, 18,  note. 
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publications  of  the  Apostle  Eliot,  Id  the  lodiaa  lan- 
guage of  Massachusetts,  all  of  them  printed  at  the 
expense  of  the  "  Society  in  London  for  the  Propagation 
of  the  Gospel  in  New  England,"  the  governor  of  which, 
at  that  time,  and  for  many  years,  was  the  illustrious 
philosopher,  Robert  Boyle. 

For  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  Indians  with  the 
Bible,  and  other  books  calculated  for  their  conversion 
and  instruction,  this  Society  sent  over  a  printing-appa- 
ratus, and  a  printer,  by  the  name  of  Marmaduke  John- 
son, to  whom,  for  some  years,  they  allowed  a  salary. 
As  early  as  1653,  Eliot's  Indian  Catechism  was  print- 
ed; in  1661,  his  New  Testament;  and  in  1663,  his 
Bible,  a  second  edition  of  which  was  printed  in  1685.* 
Besides  these,  Baxter's  "  Call  to  the  Unconverted,"  the 
"Practice  of  Piety,"  the  "  Psalms  of  David  in  Indian 
Verse,"  an  "Indian  Grammar,"  Pierson's  "  Catechism," 
and  several  other  works  in  the  same  language,  most  of 
which  were  translated  by  Eliot,  bsued  from  this  press.* 

In  the  mean  time  some  small  religious  treatises 
were  emitted,  which  were  thought  to  be  rather  too 
liberal,  and  in  1662  the  General  CouK  saw  fit  to  sub- 
ject the  press  to  the  control  of  Major  General  Gookin 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mitchel  of  Cambridge,  who  were 
appointed  licensers. 

The  next  year  an  order  was  passed  restoring  to 
the  press  its  former  liberty ;  but  the  fears  of  the  gov- 


'  It  IB  an  indicntion  of  the  importance  nttiched  to  these  extroordioarj 
produrtionB,  that  the  firsi  of  them,  the  New  Testament,  wm  dfdicated 
hy  "tEieCouiDiiuionfrsof  the  United  Colonies  in  New  England"  to 
king  Charlea  the  Second. 

'  A  copy  of  the  New  Teeteoient,  and  of  both  editions  of  the  Bible, 
with  some  of  the  other  works,  are  now  in  the  Library  of  the  Univeirity. 
See  also  Gookin's  Hist  Coll.  in  Mass.  Hist.  Coil.  I.  p.  173.  Tlioma»'a 
Hirt.  of  Printing,  L  p.  S41,  &c. 
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enunent  seem  to  have  been  soon  awakened  agiun ; 
and  they  passed  an  order  more  rigid  than  the  former. 
It  permitted  no  printing-press  to  be  established  in  any 
town,  within  the  jurisdlciion,  except  in  Cambridge'; 
and  required  the  printing  of  every  book  to  be  preceded 
by  a  licence  from  the  President  of  the  College,  from  Mr. 
Sherman,  Mr.  Mitcbel,  and  Mr.  Shepherd,  or  any  two 
of  (hem,  subjecting  every  offender  against  the  rule  to 
the  penalty  of  a  forfeiture  of  his  press,  and  interdiction 
of  his  employment.  The  Court  went  even  further-; 
for  in  1667  tbey  directed  the  licensers  to  reexamine 
a  work,  which  the  latter  had  already  permitted  to  be 
printed,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  forbade  its  further  pro- 
gress through  the  press.  This  work  was  no  other 
than  the  celebrated  treatise  ascribed  to  Thomas  k 
Kempis,  entitled  "  Imitation  of  Christ " !  *  Which  is 
most  to  be  admired,  the  liberality  of  (he  Puritan  Bcea- 
sers,  who  must  have  regarded  popery  as  the  most 
frightful  of  monsters,  in  allowing  the  work  of  a  Roman 
Catholic  monk  to  be  printed,  or  the  bigotry  of  the  Court 
in  forbidding  it,  is  left  to  others  to  determine.* 

Not  content  with  making  great  exertions  for  the 
conversion  of  the  Indians  to  Christianity,  by  preaching 
to  them,  catechizing  them,  giving  them  the  Bible,  and 
other  books  in  their  own  language,  and  laboring  in 
various  ways ;  the  worthies  of  that  day  were  very  de- 
arous  they  should  enjoy  the  benefits  of  education; 
and  even  took  great  pains  to  make  scholars  among 


1  Tbomaa>B  Hiat  of  Priating,  I.  pp.  346-348. 

■  ThoDg^h  the  press  was  connected  with  the  College,  it  would  seem 
from  the  above  account,  tliat  the  connexion  was  rather  a  loose  one.  It 
ig  probable,  indeed,  that  the  printer  had  the  principal  control  of  it.  He 
was  Samuel  Green.  "Some  writers,"  says  Mr.  Thomas,  "since  the 
jear  1733,  erroneouslj  mention  Green  as  the  firtt  u>Ao  jtrmhd  in  A'«w 
En^imd,  or  m  fiMh  America." 
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them,  so  that  they  might  be  supplied  with  learned  and 
able  ministers  from  their  own  stock.  Their  efforts, 
however,  were  not  attended  with  much  success ;  for 
those  who  undertook  to  study  were  apt  to  become 
tired  and  discontented,  and  to  return  to  their  country- 
men i  they  frequently  grew  sick  and  died,  after  having 
made  considerable  proficiency  in  leamtDg ;  and,  though 
several  Indians  were  admitted  into  the  College,  only 
one  was  ever  graduated.  His  name  was  Caleb  Chee- 
shahteaumuck ;  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  in  1665,  and  soon  afterwards  died  of  a  consump- 
tion. The  fiiends  of  the  Aborigines  were  not  discour- 
aged by  these  unpromising  appearances ;  and,  in  1666, 
at  an  expense  of  between  X300  and  £400  a  house  was 
erected  for  their  accommodation,  which  was  usually 
called  the  Indian  College.  It  was  of  brick,  and  large 
enough  to  receive  about  twenty  scholars ;  but  so  Uttle 
use  was  made  of  it  by  the  Indians,  that  it  was  soon 
afterwards  occupied  for  other  purposes,  and  particularly 
for  a  printing-office.  The  expense  of  erecting  this 
building  was  borne  by  the  "Society  for  Propagating  the 
Gospel"  before  mentioned,  as  was  also,  in  a  great 
measure,  the  expense  of  educating  the  Indians.'  The 
buUding  was  taken  down  many  years  since.  It  stood 
not  far  from  the  other  buildings  of  the  College.' 

Pre»dent  Chauncy  contmued  at  the  head  of  the 
College  nearly  seventeen  years ;  and,  by  the  manner 
in  which  he  filled  his  station,  fully  sxistained  hb  high 
character  for  talents,  learning,  and  piety,  and  satisfied 
the  expectation  of  the  public 

IGookin'B  Hiat  ColL  in  Man.  Hist  Coll.  I.  pp.  173-176,  First 
SeriM.    Holmei's  HisL  of  Cunbridge,  ibid.  VIL  pp.  SZ-HS. 
a  Thcmu'i  UjbL  of  Printing,  I.  p.  341. 
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He  possessed  in  a  remarkable  degree  the  inestima- 
ble habit  of  industry.  He  constantly  rose  at  4  o'clock, 
winter  and  summer;  and  employed  all  his  time  in 
studying,  in  teaching,  in  performiog  acts  of  devotion, 
and  in  dischar^ng  the  various  duties  of  his  office.  In 
the  morning  he  expounded  to  the  students,  assembled 
in  the  College  Hall,  a  chapter  of  the  Old  Testament, 
which  one  of  them  read  from  the  Hebrew,  and  in  the 
evening,  a  chapter  of  the  New  Testament,  from  the 
Greek.  On  Sunday  morning,  instead  of  the  exposi- 
tion, he  delivered  a  sermon  to  the  students  about 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  long ;  and  once  a  fortDigbt 
preached  publicly  in  the  forenoon.  His  preaching  was 
plain,  though  learned  and  animated.  The  practice, 
common  at  that  time,  of  sprinkling  sermons  with  Latin  ' 
phrases,  met  his  disapprobation;  and  he  cautioned 
ministers  against  "  shooting  over  the  heads  and  hearts 
of  their  hearers,  by  handling  deep  points,  or  using  dark 
and  obscure  expressions."  It  is  a  remarkable  fact 
that  the  church  in  Cambridge,  with  which  he  connect- 
ed himself,  considered  his  residence  at  that  place  so 
great  a  blessing,  that  in  a  year  or  two  af^er  he  came 
there*  they  kept  a  whole  day  of  thanksgiving  to  God 
for  the  privilege  by  which  tbey  were  thus  distinguish- 
ed.* 

His  application  continued  unabated  after  he  had 
reached  Uie  age  of  fourscore  years ;  he  seems  to  have 
thought  with  the  learned  Bishop  Cumberland,  himself  an 
octogenarian,  that  "  it  was  better  to  wear  out  than  rust 
out**;  and,  when  his  friends  advised  him-to  remit  his 
labors,  his  reply  was,  "  Oportet  imperatorem  stantem 
mori,**  j3  commander  should  die  at  his  post.    He  was, 

1  Mttiwr'a  UagiMlia,  B.  HI,  p.  136. 
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indeed,  animated  with  a  zeal,  like  that  of  the  soldier, 
who  pants  to  die  on  the  field  of  glory,  and  while 
in  the  very  act  of  fighting  for  his  master.  It  is  related, 
that  "the  fellows  of  the  College  once  leading  this 
venerable  old  man,  to  preach  a  sermon  in  a  winter 
day,  they,  out  of  affection  unto  hun,  to  discourage  him 
from  so  difficult  an  undertaking,  told  him.  Sir, you'll 
certmnly  die  in  the  puipit ;  but  he  laying  hold  on  what 
they  said,  as  if  they  had  offered  him  the  greatest  en- 
couragement in  the  world,  pressed  the  more  vigorously 
through  the  snow-drift,  and  said,  How  glad  should 
I  be,  if  what  you  say  m^ht  prove  true  !  " ' 

At  length  he  took  a  solemn  farewell  of  his  friends  in 
an  Oration  on  Commencement  day,  1671;  and,  full 
of  hope  and  joy,  died  on  the  17th  of  February  fol- 
lowing, in  the  eighty-second  year  of  his  age,  and  the 
seventeenth  of  his  Presidentship  over  Harvard  College. 

With  all  the  elements,  inteUectual  and  moral,  which 
enter  into  the  composition  of  a  great  character,  he  was 
not  exempt  from  the  frailties  of  human  nature,  nor 
&om  the  prejudices  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived. 

His  temper  was  hasty  and  passionate ;  but  the  good 
man  deeply  lamented  this  infirmity,  and  took  great 
pains  to  correct  iL*  To  the  warmth  and  quickness  of 
his  passions  may  probably  be  attributed,  in  no  small 
degree,  those  unfortunate  occurrences  of  his  earlier 
years,  which  were  the  cause  of  so  much  sorrow  to  him 
during  his  subsequent  life.  Like  the  Apostle  Peter, 
he  seems  to  have  been  hurried  by  the  excitement  of 
the  moment  into  rash  and  intemperate  declarations,  the 
consequences  of  which  he  either  had  not  deliberately 
weighed,  or  had  not,  by  the  necessary  discipline,  pre- 
pared bis  mind  resolutely  to  endure ;  but  let  it  be  re- 

I  Hatlwr^  Uogualiai,  B.  UI.  p.  137.        *  Ibid.  pp.  136, 137. 
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membered,  that,  like  the  same  great  Apostle,  he  after- 
wards truly  repented  of  his  fault,  and,  not  only  bore 
with  patience  and  fortitude  all  the  evils  which  befell 
him,  but  exhibited  that  spirit  and  energy  of  character, 
which  would  have  sustained  him  under  the  severest 
trials  of  martyrdom. 

Belonging  to  the  sect  denominated  Puritans,  he  was 
Calvinistic  in  his  views;  and,  though  he  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  deficient  in  charity,  yet,  with  respect 
to  manners  and  customs,  he  held  those  rigid  opinions 
which,  in  giving  no  quarter  to  the  vanities  and  frivoli- 
ties of  the  world,  sometimes  run  into  ludicrous  extrav- 
agancies. We  are  not  told  how  far  he  exacted  sim^- 
plicity  m  apparel ;  nor  do  we  find  it  recorded,  that,  like 
his  renowned  contemporary,  the  Apostle  Eliot,  he 
preached  and  prayed  against  the  abomination  of  tings ; 
but  he  inveighed  from  the  pulpit  with  great  vehemence 
against  the  kindred  enormity  of  long  hair.  "  T  is 
strange,"  says  his  great  grandson,  the  famous  Dr. 
Chauncy,  "'tis  strange,  men  of  learning,  real  good 
sense,  and  solid  judgement,  should  be  able  to  expend 
so  much  zeal  agmnst  a  trifle,  not  to  say  a  thing  abso- 
lutely indifferent  in  its  own  nature.  But  the  greatest 
as  weU  as  best  men  in  this  country,  in  that  day,  magis- 
trates as  well  as  ministers,  esteemed  the  teearmg  of 
long  hair  an  enormous  vice,  and  most  solemnly  testified 
against  it  as  such." ' 

But  after  making  all  the  deductions  (hat  can  be 
reasonably  demanded,  enough  will  still  be  left  to  estab- 
lish his  claim  to  a  high  rank  in  the  learned  and  religious 
world.  He  was  a  star  of  the  first  magnitude  in  a 
brilliant  constellation  of  New-England  worthies.  With 
such  lustre  have  their  names  been  transmitted  to  pos- 

1  Uus.  Hiflt.  ColL  X.  pp.  178, 179,  Pint  Series. 
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terity,  that  the  late  President  Stiles,  himself  a  scholar 
and  divine  of  no  ordinary  reputation,  ventured  to  say 
"  1  consider  him  [Mr.  Bulkeley]  and  President  Chaun- 
cy,  Mr.  Hooker,  Mr.  Norton,  and  Mr.  Davenport,  as 
the  greatest  divines  among  the  first  ministers  of  New 
EDgland,  and  equal  to  the  first  characters  in  theology 
in  all  Christendom,  and  in  all  ages." ' 

President  Chauncy's  publications  were, — A  Sermon 
from  Araos  il  11,  on  the  advantages  of  schools,  &c.; 
the  Eleciion  Sermon  in  1656 ;  a  volume  of  twenty-six 
Sermons  oo  Justification  ;  and  the  AnlisynodtiHa,  writ- 
ten against  the  proceedings  of  the  Synod  held  in  Bos- 
ton in  1662.  His  papers  were  left  to  the  oldest  of  his 
sons  then  in  this  country,  who  preserved  them  as  a 
valuable  treasure;  but  when  the  late  Dr.  Chauncy 
endeavoured  to  obtain  them,  he  found  that  a  Northamp- 
ton deacon,  who  married  the  widow  of  that  son,  and 
who  supported  himself  principally  by  making  pastry, 
had  consumed  the  learned  writings  of  our  great  scholar 
in  the  oven  at  the  bottom  of  his  pies!*  A  fate,  trom 
which  no  inference  can  be  drawn  unfavorable  to  their 
merit ;  for  even  the  manuscripts,  from  which  the  Com- 
plutensian  Polyglot  was  composed,  were  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  rockets ! 

The  College  was  enriched  during  President  Chaun- 
cy's administration  by  many  acts  of  munificence.  A  con- 
tribution was  made  through  the  colony  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  building,  "  the  old  wooden  one  being  small 
and  decayed."  *   The  sum  of  ^2282  5s.*  was  obtained, 

1  Mass.  Hiat.  Coll.  II.  p.  SCO,  Secood  Series. 
«  lb.  X.  p.  179,  Pirat  Series. 

3  Belknsp'B  New  Hsmpefaire,  I.  p.  ^  3d  edit.  Alio  Hutchiiuoti'i 
UisL  Mass.  111.  p.  SOI. 

4  College  Records.  By  misuke  the  amount  hu  b«eii  stated  at  odIj 
£ie95Sa.-9d. 
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**  and  this  contributioo,  with  some  other  assistance, 
quickly  produced  a  new  College,  wearing  still  the  name 
of  the  old  onCf  which  old  one  is  now  so  mouldered 
away,  that, 

<  Jam  aeges  eat  ubi  Troja  fiiit.' " 

In  consequence  of  the  Indian  War  then  carrying  on 
the  new  <*  Harvard  Hall  was  not  finished  till  the  year 
1677.  It  was  a  feir  and  stately  edifice  of  brick**;' 
stood  not  far  firom  the  old  one,  and  remained  till  the 
year  1764,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  a  fire,  of  which 
an  account  wilt  be  ^ven  in  the  proper  place. 

The  nature  or  magnitude  of  sereral  of  the  donations 
render  it  proper  that  a  particular  account  should  be 
given  of  them. 

In  the  years  1654  and  1655  there  was  a  contribution 
from  a  number  of  generous  individuals  in  the  Colony, 
to  the  amount  of  -£250  for  the  repair  of  the  College. 
Of  this  sum  Richard  Bellingham,  Esq.,  gave  £40,  and 
Mr.  John  Wilson,  sen.,  forty  shillings  per  annum  for 
ten  years,  niaking  in  all  ^0  ;  but  the  laigest  amount 
was  from  Richard  Saltonstall,  Esq.,  who  gave  ^104. 
The  same  gentleman  also,  in  1659,  being  then  in  En- 
gland sent  over  for  the  use  of  the  College,  in  money  and 
goods,  the  sum  of  .£320.*  This  was,  probably,  the 
legacy  mentioned  by  Hutchinson'  as  having  been 
^ven  to  the  College  In  1658  by  his  father  Sir  Richard 
Saltonstall.  It  is  not  clear  that  this  .£320  was  not 
Sir  Richard's  legacy.     It  probably  was,  and  might 

1  HubbanTa  New  England,  ia  Mass.  Hiat  CoU.  TI.  p.  610,  Second 
Series. 
■  Donation  Book,  I. 
>  Hntchinaon's  Hiat  L  p.  16. 
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have  been  sent  over  by  his  son ;  for  no  other  one  is 
mentioaed  in  the  Book  of  Donations. 

Mr.  WiUiam  Paine,  merchant,  gave  £20  with  which 
was  purchased  a  little  more  than  an  acre  of  land,  being 
part  of  what  is  now  occupied  by  the  College  boiJd- 
mgs ;  of  which  further  notice  will  be  taken  in  another 
place. 

Mr.  Robert  Eeyne,  a  merchant  in  Boston,  le&,  by 
will,  property  to  the  amount  of  about  £250. 

Id  the  year  1658,  Edward  Hopkins,  Esq.,  who  had 
been  governor  of  Hartford  Colony,  gave  by  will  <£100, 
and  left  the  College  a  further  legacy,  of  wUch  more 
will  be  SEud  hereafler.' 

In  1659,  John  Dodderidge,  Esq.,  of  Bremeridge,  in 
the  County  of  Devon,  bequeathed  towards  the  mainte- 
nance of  scholars  the  yearly  sum  of  ten  pounds  for 
ever.  "This  annuity  was  paid  for  some  years,  but 
not  since  February  1684,  though  many  attempts  have 
been  made  to  recover  it."  * 

In  the  year  1660,  Mr.  Henry  Webb  of  Boston, 
merchant,  gave  the  College  by  will  a  dwdling-house 
in  Boston,  rented  at  £13  per  annum,  and  a  legacy  of 
£50,  to  be  laid  out  in  some  productive  estate. 

Contributions  were  made  to  the  Library  by  several 
individuals ;  of  whom  Sir  Kenelm  Digby  gave  books 
to  the  value  of  £60,  and  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  forty 
choice  books  valued  at  £20.' 

In  the  year  1660  the  Rev.  Ezekiel  Rogers  of  Row- 
ley bequeathed  to  the  College  part  of  his  library,  and 
the  reversion  of  his  house  and  lands.    These  were 

1  Mr.  Hopkins  died  at  LondoD  in  Uarch,  1657.  —  Hutchinson's  HiiL 
VoL  L  p.  8^  note.    - 
'  Donation  Book,  I. 
3  Thii  was  pn^bly  the  governor  of  New  Haven. 
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afterwards  sdd,  and  the  money  was  laid  out  in  the  pur- 
chase of  a  farm  at  Walthara,  called  the  Rogers  Farm. 

Capt  lUchard  Sprague  of  Charlestowa,  by  his  last 
will,  gave  to  the  College  32  ewe  sheep  with  their 
lambs,  valued  at  i)30. 

Mr.  John  Ward  of  Ipswich,  "  by  his  last  will,  gave 
the  remainder  of  his  estate  (debts  and  legacies  being 
paid)  to  the  College,  whereof  was  received,  of  his  ex- 
ecutors, horses  valued  at  seventy-two  pounds." 

In  1669,  Elder  Richard  Champney  bequeathed  40 
acres  of  land  in  Cambridge,  near  the  Falls  of  Charles 
River,  "as  an  expression  of  his  wiUingness  to  further 
the  education  of  youth  in  all  godly  literature." 

Henry  Henley,  Esq.,  of  Lime  in  Dorsetshire,  gave 
to  the  CoUege  £2.7. 

hx  1670,  William  Pennoyer,  Esq.,  ordered  by  his 
will,  that  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  certiun  estates 
in  the  County  of  Norfolk,  let  at  the  yearij  rent  of  <£44, 
ten  pounds  per  annum  should  be  paid  to  the  Corpo- 
ration for  propagating  the  Gospel  in  New  England, 
and  **  that  with  the  residue  two  fellows  and  two  schol- 
ars for  ever  should  be  educated,  brought  up,  and 
maintained  '^  in  this  College.  This  bequest  was  the 
earliest  existing  foundation  for  those  periodical  dona- 
tions to  indigent  students,  called  exhibitions. 

In  1671,  Elder  James  Penn  bequeathed  .£10  per 
annum,  out  of  his  farm  at  Fulling  Point,  to  be  paid  to 
the  elders  and  deacons  of  the  First  Church  in  Boston, 
for  the  maiutenance  of  poor  scholars  at  the  College. 

In  1672,  Mr.  John  Hayward  of  Charlestown  be- 
queathed to  the  College  a  tract  of  land  in  Watertown 
estimated  at  twenty  acres. 

"  1669.  Sevend  well-minded  persons  in  the  town 
qS  Portsmouth,  upon  Piscataqua  river,  voluntarily  en- 
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gaged  themselves  to  give  freely  towards  the  encour- 
agemeot  of  the  College,  sixty  pounds  per  annum,  for 
seven  years.  By  a  clause  of  the  will  of  Mr.  Bichard 
Cutts,  it  appears,  that  he  suhsciibed  twenty  pounds 
per  annum  of  this  donation. 

"In  1673,  the  town  of  Portsmouth  voted,  that  what 
remained  unpaid  should  be  levied  by  rate  annually 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  that  town.'* 

"A  voluntary  contribution  made  towards  the  new 
edifice,  viz. 


£.    I  i 

Boston, 

eoo  0  0 

Sir  Thomas  Temple  gave, 

£100 

Beojamiii  Gibbs, 

60 

Salem, 

130    2   3 

Rev.  Mr.  Higgioson  gave 

fi  S 

Mr.  Wm.  Brown,  jr.  (money)  40 

Mr.  Edmund  Batter, 

SO 

Dorchester, 

67    4  11 

Lfnn,       .... 

.     20    0    0 

Watertown, 

41  16   3 

Cambridge  and  the  village. 

.  199    1    8 

Ipswich, 

60    3    2 

Newbury, 

.    21    4    0 

Charlestown, 

196  11    1 

Weymouth, 

.    39  10    0 

Bmmtree,      . 

SJ  14    6 

Rowley, 

.    40    3    5 

Dedham, 

61  12    0 

Whereof  Ens.  Thos.Pulle 

,£  5 

Roxbuiy, 

.    37  16    6 

Concord,       . 

33    7    5 

Sudbury, 

.    24    0    3 

Marblehead, 

3  19    6 

AnKNUt  carried  forward 

1369  12  6 
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Amount  brought 
Springfield, 
Hadlf 

Northampton, 
Watfield, 
DoTer, 
Eittery 
Salisbuiy, 
TopsGeld, 
Exeter,     . 
Chehnsford 
Billerica, 
Marlborough, 
Glocester, 
Andorer, 
MedSeld, 
Milton, 
WeDham, 
Hingham, 
Hull, 
Reading, 
Maiden,    . 
Haverhill, 
Scaiborougb, 
BradJbid, 
Beverly,  . 
Hatfield, 
Wobume, 


S'.  George  Dotrning, 


£.   B.  d. 

1869  12  6 

.     17  18  9 

33  15  3 

.    SM    9  4 

12    8  1 

.    32  15  0 

23    0  0 


n  0 

6  0 
10 
18 
12 
11  11 

6 
1210 

7  16 

14  le  0 

411  5 

19    6  2 

3  13  0 

30  17  6 

10    0  0 

1810  6 

2    9  6 

9    3  0 


13 
14 
27 


2277    5 
5    0 


In  addition  to  the  above,  several  hundred  pounds 
were  given  to  the  College  by  others,  among  whom 
Mr.  Henry  Ashuist  gave  £100. 
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Several  parcels  of  land  were  laid  out,  in  the  Pequod 
country,  in  1658,  in  lieu  of  2000  acres,  which  had 
been  granted  by  the  General  Court  in  1653 ;  but  the 
College  does  not  appear  to  hare  been  ever  benefited 
by  these  lands ;  nor  did  it  ever  obtam  a  lot  of  land  at 
the  south  end  of  Boston,  containing  twenty  rods,  which 
was  granted  to  it  by  Mr.  Theodore  Atkinson  m  1671. 

By  the  above  list  taken  from  the  College  Records, 
it  appears  that  a  part  of  the  money  was  collected  be- 
yond the  limits  of  Massachusetts. 

It  was,  perhaps,  fortunate,  that,  for  so  long  a  period 
after  the  foundation  of  the  College,  and  before  many 
other  mstitutions  had  sprung  up  to  divide  the  attention 
of  the  public,  this  "school  of  the  prophets"  should 
have  experienced  no  mdividual  patronage  of  sufficient 
magnitude  to  supersede  the  care  and  support  of  the 
community  at  large.  Its  long  dependence  on  the 
whole  people,  by  whom  it  was  cherished  with  parental 
fondness,  tended  to  secure  and  perpetuate  their  affec- 
tion for  the  College,  and  even  for  learning  itself;  and 
to  this  circiunstance  may  probably  be  traced,  in  some 
degree,  that  general  interest  in  the  cause  of  education, 
ibr  which  New  En^and  has  always  been  distinguished. 
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Thus  far  the  College  had  been  under  the  directioii 
of  scholai^  from  the  EugUsh  Universities ;  and  it  was 
fortunate  for  the  institution  that  its  first  presidents 
were  such  men  as  Dunster  and  Chauncy, — men, 
not  unfit  to  be  proposed  as  modeb  to  those  who 
should  come  after  theip  ;  bemg  disdngnished,  not  only 
for  their  talents,  leanung,  and  worth,  but  for  that  ener- 
gy of  character,  which,  at  all  dmes  a  desirable  quality 
in  the  head  of  the  College,  was,  at  its  commencement 
and  during  its  early  stages,  absolutely  indispensable. 

But  there  has  probably  never  been  a  time  since  the 
foundation  of  the  College,  when  it  was  easier  to  find 
oflEicers  and  instructers,  than  at  that  period ;  for  many 
of  the  eariy  emigrants  to  New  England  were  men  who 
had  received  the  best  education  which  England  could 
afford.  It  would,  therefore,  have  rather  excited  sur- 
prise, il^  under  such  circumstances,  the  first  presidents 
had  not  been  men  of  a  superior  order. 

From  this  time  the  preudents  of  the  College  will 
be  found  to  have  been  selected  from  among  its  own 
sons ;  and  it  will  be  no  small  praise,  if  it  shall  appear 
that  under  them  the  College  generally  maintained  the 
reputation  which  tt  had  already  acquired. 

During  all  this  time  the  various  instruments  and 
repositories  of  learning  had  been  gradually  accumulat- 
ing. 
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There  was  no  great  increase  in  the  number  of  the 
students  to  ttus  time,  nor  for  several  years  after; 
and  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  there  should 
be ;  circumstances  did  not  admit  of  it ;  the  people 
generally  were  poor,  and  they  had  every  thing  to 
do.  They  had  a  wttderaess  to  clear  up  and  to 
cultivate,  towns  to  settle,  houses  to  build,  arts  and 
trades  to  introduce,  roads  and  bridges- to  make,  insti- 
tutions civil  and  reli^ous  to  frame  and  to  establish ; 
they  had  the  natives  of  the  forest  to  manage,  to  watch, 
and  sometimes  to  fight ;  they  were  subjected  to  toil, 
to  privation,  hardship,  and  hazard ;  their  sufferings  from 
the  inroads  of  hosdle  savages  were  sometimes  such 
as  to  make  them  tremble  for  the  very  existence  of  the 
cobny ;  the  settlements,  which  looked  to  this  seminary 
for  instruction  in  the  hberal  arts  and  sciences,  were 
scattered  over  all  New  England,  and  the  communica- 
tion between  them  was  difficult ;  funds  for  the  assist- 
ance of  mdigent  scholars  had  not  yet  been  provided  to 
any  extent.  Add  to  aU  this,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
fovorable  change  in  the  ^tuation  of  the  Puritans  in 
England,  for  about  twenty  years  after  the  first  Com- 
mencement no  accessions  to  our  population  were  made 
from  that  quarter. 

It  is  rather  a  subject  of  wonder,  that,  under  such 
drcumstances,  the  College  flourished  m  the  mapner 
in  which  it  did. 

The  Catalogue  of  graduates  exhibits  a  great  differ- 
ence m  different  years;  there  is  litde  uniformity  of 
numbers  under  the  respective  dates ;  and  a  few  years 
even  have  the  names  of  no  graduates  subjoined  to 
them.  The  mstitution,  however,  was  for  the  most 
part  gradually  increasing.  It  was,  from  the  first,  a 
bright  and  cheering  orb  in  this  western  hemisphere ; 
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and,  though  its  rays  were  occasionally  intercepted  by 
passing  clouds,  it  never  ceased  to  be  a  fouotain  of 
light. 

The  course  of  proceedings  under  the  new  race  of 
presidents  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression)  had 
not  a  very  auspicious  heginning.  President  Chauncy's 
successor.  Dr.  Leonard  Hoar,  Is  not  to  be  envied  the 
distinction  of  being  the  first  graduate  of  Harvard 
College  who  was  placed  its  head.  He  found  the 
office  a  bed  of  thorns ;  and  might  truly  say,  from  his 
own  experience,  "Sceptrum  illud  scholasticum  plus 
habet  sdicitudinis  quam  pulchritudinis,  plus  curse  quam 
auri,  plus  unpedimenti  quam  argentl"  That  academic 
sceptre  has  more  of  solicitude  than  charms,  more  anxiety 
than  profit,  more  trovbk  than  remuneration} 

At  what  time  or  place  Dr.  Hoar  was  bom  does  not 
appear  from  any  accounts  I  have  seen.  *  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  m  1650,  and 
in  1653  went  to  England.  The  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medidne  was  conferred  upon  him  at  the  University  of 
Cambridge.  He  preached  in  several  places,  was  set- 
tied  at  Wanstead  m  Essex,  and  was  one  of  the  host  of 
miiusters  (two  thousand)  who,  after  the  restoration  of 
Charles  the  Second,  were  ejected  for  non-conformity. 

An  mvitation  to  take  the  pastoral  charge  of  the 
South  Church  in  Boston,  or  his  own  "  eager  desire  af- 
ter "  the  presidency  of  Harvard  College,  induced  him 


<  Melchiot  Adam,  u  quoted  by  Cotton  Mather. 

■"Hu  ftther,  according  to  credible  tradition,  came  &  merchant  of  a 
respectable  estate  from  London,  a  few  years  after  the  first  settlement  of 
the  MaMachuMttB  colony.  At  what  time  he  died  is  unkaown ;  Mrs. 
Joanna  Hoar,  hia  widow,  died  at  Braintree,  now  Quincy,  December 
31at,  1661.  "  —  «&  irtter  nf  Mr.  Lmwi  S*oMuc*  <if  Concord,   Mardi 
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to  retum  to  New  Eogland. '  He  had  married  a  daughter 
of  Lord  Lisle,  who  came  with  him,  and  is  represented 
as  a  "  great  example  of  piety  and  patience."  Soon  after 
he  returned,  July  30th,  1672,  he  was  elected  President 
of  Hward  College.  He  was  recommended  for  it  by 
several  dissealiug  ministers  of  London  and  its  vicinity, 
in  a  letter  to  the  magistrates  and  ministers  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay ;  aqd  he  also  carried  a  letter  of  the  same 
import  to  Gov.  Leverett,  from  Mr.  John  Collins,  who 
was  one  of  those  mmisters,  had  been  educated  at  Har- 
vitrd  College,  and  for  several  years  rendered  certain 
services  to  the  colony. '  He  was  a  good  scholar  and 
in  other  respects  an  estim^Ie  character;  but  in  the 
government  of  the  college  he  was  very  unfortunate. 
His  authority  was  treated  with  contempt ;  whatever  he 
did  and  s^d,  was  ridiculed  by  the  students ;  and  every 
tlung  in  his  conduct  that  was  disagreeable  to  them  was 
aggravated,  with  a  view  to  render  him  odious.  Cotton 
Mather  attributes  this  insubordifiadon  to  the  counte- 
nance it  received  from  spme  tfxea  of  note  and  influence 
in  the  vicinity,  and  in  this  be  seems  to  be  followed  by 
Hutchinson  and  others ;  but  they  l^ve  not  furnished 
a  Element  of  those  facts,  which  woul4  enable  us.  to 
decide  how  far  the  imputation  is  well  foui)4ed..  In 
\^7S  four  of  the  fettows  resigned,  their  ptoses  14  the 
Corporation ;  only  seven  persoQS  received  the  degree  o( 
BaAelor  of  ArU  duiing  the  years,  1672,  1673,  audi 
1674 ; '  the  excitement  in  short  rose  to  such  a  height, 
that  the  students  deserted  the  College ;  and  the  Doctor 
rested  his  office  March  15th,  1675.  He  did  not  long 
survive  this  event.     His  sufferings  brought  on  a  con- 

>  Hutduasoo's  Hist.  MuaBchusetts,  Collection  of  Papers,  p,  445. 

■  [bid.  p.  431,  435. 

3  M«inoml  of  the  Raudent  Iiutructen  in  1634,  p.  13. 
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sumption,  of  which  he  died  on  the  28th  of  Novem- 
ber following. 

A  letter  from  him,  while  in  England,  to  Josiah  Flint, 
then  a  student  in  Harvard  College,  has  been  published 
in  the  Massachusetts  Histoncal  Collections.  It  con- 
tains some  good  advice;  but  is  not  very  elegantly 
written. ' 

An  ordinance  was  passed  by  the  General  Court 
October  8,  1672,  which  was  intended  as  a  subsdtute 
for  the  existing  charter.  It  altered  the  name  of  the 
Corporation  from  "  President  and  Fellows  "  to  that  of 
**  President,  Fellows,  and  Treasurer  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege " ;  it  modified  their  powers  in  some  respects,  and 
granted  important  additional  ones,  civil  and  collegiate ; 
but  the  Corporation  do  not  appear  to  have  accepted 
this  charter ;  and  it  is  regarded  as  never  having  pos- 
sessed any  validity.  ' 

>  Vol.  VI.  p.  loo-  lOe.  Firat  Series. 
1  CoiutitutioD  of  the  Vmv^  App.  p.  37. 
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On  the  resignation  of  President  Hoar,  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  College  was  intrusted  to  the  Rev, 
Urian  Oakes,  Minister  of  the  church  at  Cambridge. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  England;  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  this  country  in  his  childhood,  and 
was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1649.  While 
very  young,  he  published  a  set  of  ^stronomicai  Cal- 
culations, with  this  motto  in  the  title-page : 

"  Parvum  pam.  decent,  led  inut  lua  gratia  parris, " 

in  which  probably  he  intended,  conformably  to  the 
taste  of  the  age,  a  qu^t  allusion  to  his  size,  which 
was  small. 

He  remained  here  till  he  took  his  second  degree, 
and  commenced  preaching ;  but  soon  returned  to  Eng- 
land. In  that  country  be  was  at  first  a  chaplain  to  a 
person  of  eminence,  was  afterwards  setded  as  a  min- 
ister at  Titchfield  in  Hampshire,  and  in  1662  became 
one  of  the  victims  of  the  celebrated  Act  of  Uniformity. 
On  his  ejectment,  he  found  an  asylum  in  the  family  of 
a  very  respectable  gentleman,  Col.  Norton ;  but,  the 
violence  of  the  storm  in  some  measure  abatmg,  he  re- 
sumed the  duties  of  the  pastoral  office,  as  a  colleague 
with  another  minbter. 
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So  high  was  lus  reputation,  that  the  church  in  Cam- 
bridge invited  him  by  a  messenger  sent  to  England 
for  the  purpose,  to  be  their  minister  in  the  place  of  the 
"matchless"  Mr.  Mitchel  recently  deceased.  He  ac- 
cepted the  inritation,  and,  after  some  unavoidable  de- 
lays, came  over  in  1671.  "  Here,"  says  Cotton  Math- 
er, "he  had  the  opportunity,  for  which  Dr.  Preston 
chose  rather  to  preach  at  Cambridge,  than  at  any  other 
place,  *'JOolare  non  tantum  lapides,  sed  artifices.**^ 
The  church  kept  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving  to  God 
for  his  favor  in  blessing  them  with  such  a  pastor ;  a 
feet  quite  as  much  to  his  honor  as  Mather's  puerile 
conceit  of  placing  him  among  the  druids,  because  for- 
sooth, the  name  of  those  barbarous  priests  signified  an 
Oak  !  On  the  resignation  of  President  Hoar  he  con- 
sented to  act  as  president  pro  tempore,  and  officiated 
in  that  capacity  for  some  years,  decUnmg  the  offer  of 
a  fuH  setdement  in  the  place,  and  discharging,  at  the 
same  time,  the  duties  of  president  and  pastor,  with 
great  zeal  and  ability.  He  was  at  length  prevailed 
upon  to  be  president  in  name  as  well  as  m  fact,  and 
was  appointed  February  2d,  1680. 

He  was  a  man  of  bright  parts,  extensive  leamiog, 
and  exalted  piety.  As  a  preacher,  he  was  uncom- 
monly eloquent  and  powerful.  He  wrote  Latin  with 
great  purity  and  elegance,  a  specimen  of  which  is  pre- 
served by  Mather  in  his  Magnalia,  and  is  a  eulogy  on 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Sbepard  of  Charlestown.  He  also 
had  a  talent  for  poetry,  as  was  shown  in  an  elegy  on 
the  same  person,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  a  competent 
judge,  "rises  far  above  the  poetry  of  his  day. "  •  With 


1 "  To  prepare  not  onlj  atones  but  buQdera. " 

1  Dr.  Holmes  in  his  History  of  Cambridge.  It  k  presumed,  be  meant 
to  coiione  hia  remark  to  the  poetry  of  New  England. 
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all  his  talents  and  accomplishments,  he  was  remarka- 
ble for  his  good  nature  and  humility.  But  the  College 
did  not  long  enjoy  the  benefit  of  this  "  admirable  per- 
son's "  services.  The  next  year  after  he  was  inaugu- 
rated, he  died  very  suddenly  of  a  malignant  fever,  July 
25th,  1681,  in  the  dOth  year  of  his  age,  and  when  he 
had  presided  over  the  College  but  little  more  than  six 
years. 

He  published  an  Election  Sermon,  an  Artillery  Elec- 
tion Sermon,  two  other  Sermons,  and  the  Elegy 
above  mentioned.*    - 

During  the  time  of  President  Oakes,  New  England 
was  in  a  state  very  unfavorable  to  the"  cultivation  of  lit- 
erature. •  Philip's  war  commenced  its  frightful  ravages 
the  very  year  after  he  was  placed  over  the  College. 
So  imminent  was  the  danger  to  which  even  Cambridge 
was  exposed  of  an  attack  from  .the  savages,  that,  the 
next  year  materials  were  collected  for  the  purpose  of 
fortifymg  the  town  against  them. 

This  dreadful  war  was  hardly  terminated,  when  the 
government  of  England  began  that  series  of  vexa- 
tions, which  went  on  increasing,  till,  by  the  dissolution 
of  the  charters  in  1684  and  1685,  despotism  itself 
was,  for  a  period,  established  in  the  New-England 
colonies.  But  thanks  to  a  protecting  Providence, 
amidst  all  the  surrounding  perils  and  difficulties,  this 
favored  "  school  of  the  prophets "  continued  to  main- 
tfun  its  ground,  to  prosper,  and  to  increase.  The  com- 
pletion of  the  spacious  brick  building  in  1677,  for  which 
a  contribution  waS'ObtEuned  at  an  earlier  date,  has  been 
already  noticed.      A  most  important  accession  was  ' 

1  M&tber's  Ma^oalia,  B.  IV.  pp.  13d  and  1B6  - 188.  Holmea'a  Hiat.  of 
Cambridge.    Haas.  Hist  CoU.  Vlt.  pp.  31,  and  51  -  54,  Fitst  Seriea. 
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made  to  the  Public  Library,  in  the  well-chosen  collec- 
tion of  that  eminent  divine  and  scholar,  the  Rev.  The- 
ophilus  Gale  of  England ;  who,  uniting  to  a  benevolent 
and  liberal  spirit,  great  zeal  in  the  cause  of  non-con- 
formity, bequeathed  by  his  will  in  1678  the  whole  of 
his  estate  for  the  support  and  propagation  of  his  reli- 
gious opinions,  and  with  that  view  left  his  books  to 
Harvard  College,  making  more  than  half  its  hbrary.' 

In  the  year  1681  the  College  received  a  legacy  of 
<£1000  sterling,  making  in  the  currency  of  Massachu- 
setts at  that  dme  £1234, 2s.  6d.  which  was  bequeathed 
in  1679  by  Sir  Matthew  Holworthy  of  England;  in 
honor  of  whom  a  large  brick  edifice,  erected  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  years  afterwards,  was  named  Holwortky 
Hall 

In  1681  Samuel  Ward  of  Charlestown  gave  by  will 
an  island  lying  betwixt  Hingham  and  Hull,  called 
BumpHn  Island,  "  the  rent  of  it  to  be  for  the  easement 
of  the  charges  of  the  dyet  of  the  students  that  are  in 
Commons."  It  contains  thirty  acres,  and  agreeably  to 
a  wish  expressed  in  the  will,  is  called  Ward  Island.* 

There  were  several  other  legacies  to  the  College  be- 
tween the  presidency  of  Dr.  Hoar  and  that  of  Mr. 
Rogers ;  among  which  may  be  mentioned,  one  from 
Capt.  John  Hull  of  =£100,  one  from  Mr.  Henry  Clarke 
of  Hadley  of  i!50,  one  from  CapL  Scarlet  of  £■!  per 
annum,  of  which  the  College  never  received  more  than 
£\0;  one  from  Richard  Russell  of  <£100,  of  which  the 
College  received,  in  provision,  only  .£31,  13s.  4d.; — 
and  the  following  legacies,  which  were  never  received ; 
a  thousand  acres  at  Winter  Harbour,   bequeathed  by 


■  DonatioD  Book,  I.  tix. 
%  Donation  Book,  I. 
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the  Rev.  Daciei  Russell ;  400  acres  of  land  at  BiDerica, 
&C.,  by  Edward  Jackson ;  <£20  per  annum,  hy  the 
Rev.  Owen  Stockton,  a  dissenting  minister  in  Eng- 
land, for  the  education  of  an  Indian  Preacher,  on  the 
happening  of  an  event,  which  probably  never  occurred ; 
<£100,  and  i)50  to  the  Library  in  books,  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Brown. 
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On  the  decease  of  President  Oakes,  the  charge  of 
the  College  was  offered  by  the  Corporation  to  the  Rev. 
Increase  Mather;'  and  application  was  made  by  the 
Overseers  to  his  Society  for  his  release ;  but,  their  con- 
sent not  being  obtained,  he  declined  tie  appoin'ment. 
He  officiated,  however,  at  Commencement,  arid  made 
weekly  visits  to  the  college  until  Mr.  John  Rogers  was 
chosen  to  till  the  office.  He  was  son  of  the  Rev.  Na- 
thaniel Rogers  of  Ipswich,  and  was  descended  from 
the  celebrated  martyr,  John  Rogers,  who  was  burnt  at 
Smithfield  in  Queen  Mary's  reign.  He  came  with  his 
father  to  this  country  when  a  child ;  received  his  ed- 
ucation at  Harvard  College,  and  was  graduated  the 
same  year  with  President  Oakes.  ,His  attention  was 
then  directed  to  theology,  and  he  preached  for  some 
time  at  Ipswich ;  but  he  afterwards  applied  himself  to  ' 
the  study  of  medicine.  His  presidency  was  not  of 
very  long  duration.  He  was  inaugurated  August 
]2th,  1683,  and  died  the  next  year,  July  2d,  the  day 
after  Commencement,  in  the  54th  year  of  his  age.' 

He  is  represented  as  a  remarkably  sweet-tempered 
person  and  an  accomplished  gentleman.  His  death. 
was  greatly  lamented. 

1  Corporation  Records. 

>  Tbe  Rev.  Wm.  Hubbard  of  Ipsnich,  tho  celebrated  hutoriaD,  waa 
appointed  by  the  Ovtrtecr»  to  preside  at  this  CommencemeDt.      This 
■eeiiw  to  have  been  t.  tribute  of  raapect  fbr  his  cbaracter,  sa  be  had  do 
paiticnlu  eomMsioii  «dtb  the  College. —  Corporation  Bteordi. 
7 
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A  story  related  by  Cotton  Mather,  while  it  affords  a 
specimen  of  the  writer's  beliet  io  a  particular  Provi- 
dence, shows  what  an  idea  must  have  been  entertained 
of  the  piety  of  the  man,  whose  praying  was  thought  to 
be  attended  with  a  miraculous  interposition  of  Heaven. 
"  It  was  his  custom  to  be  somewhat  long  in  his  daily 
prayers  (which  our  president  used  to  make)  with  the 
scholars  in  the  College-Hall.  But  one  day,  without  being 
able  to  give  reason  of  it,  he  was  not  so  foair,  it  may  be 
by  half,  as  he  used  to  be.  Heaven  knew  the  reason! 
The  scholars,  returning  to  their  chambers,  found  one  of 
them  on  fire ;  and  the  fire  had  proceeded  so  far,  that  if 
the  devotion  had  held  three  minutes  longer,  the  Col- 
lege had  been  irrecoverably  Idid  in  ashes,  which  now 
was  happily  preserved." ' 

In  the  year  1682  Sir  John  Maynard  enriched  the 
Library  with  a  large  number  of  books,  valued  at  above 
je400. 

A  legacy  of  ^40  was  bequeathed  to  the  college  by  ■ 
Deacon  William  Trusdale,  and  one  by  Mr.  Henry  Ash- 
worth  of  ^100  sterling.    Whether  these  two  legacies 
were  received,  it  does  not  appear. 

In  1683  the  Genera!  Court  granted  to  the  College 
Merricaneag  Neck,  in  Casco  Bay,  and  1000  acres  of 
land  adjoining.  The  College  was  engaged  in  a  long 
and  expensive  lawsuit  on  account  of  this  grant ;  but 
did  not  recover, 

1  Mather's  Magnolit,  Book  IV.  p.  130. 
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The  chaise  of  the  College  was  'again  coafided  to 
the  Rev.  Increase  Mather.  Few  ministers  have  been 
so  distinguished  in  the  annals  of  Massachusetts,  civil 
and  ecclesiastical,  as  this  gentleman.  And  whether  his 
character,  his  talents  and  learning,  or  his  services  to 
the,  state,  to  the  church,  or  to  the  University,  be  consid- 
ered, few  are  more  entitled  to  a  particular  notice. 

His  father  was  a  dissenting  clergyman  of  note  in 
England,  the  Rev.  Richard  Mather,  who  came  to  this 
country  in  the  year  1635,  and  settled  at  Dorchester. 
Increase  was  the  youngest  of  six  sons,  of  whom  one 
died  in  childhood,  and  four  became  useful  and  eminent 
ministers  of  the  gospel. 

He  was  bom  at  Dorchester  June  21  St,  1639;  and  was 
Tuimed  with  a  pious  reference  to  "  the  increase  of  every 
sort,  where  with  God  favoured  the  country,  about  the 
time  of  his  nativity."  His  mother  used  to  tell  him  when 
he  was  a  child,  that  there  were  only  two  ttiings  that  she 
desired  Grod  to  give  him,  grace  and  learmng.  "  Child," 
said  she,  "if  God  make  thee  a  good  Christian  and  a 
good  scholar,  thou  hast  all  that  thy  mother  ever  asked 
for  thee."  Among  her  instructions  to  him,  as  he  grew 
up,  she  particularly  inculcated  the  lesson  of  diligence, 
and  often  put  hjm  in  mind  of  these  words:  "Seest 
thou  a  man  diligent  in  his  business  ?  He  shall  stand  be- 
fore kings ;  he  shall  not  stand  before  mean  men."  * 

I  CottOD  Hfttber'i  Reiiiuk4bles  of  Dr.  T.  Halher,  p.  1  -S. 
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He  entered  College  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  When 
the  year  arrived,  in  which  he  was  to  take  his  Bachelor's 
degree,  an  order,  for  some  reason  or  other,  was  pro- 
cured, requiring  certain  classes,  of  which  his  was  one, 
to  be  detuned  there  a  large  part  of  a  year  longer  thaa 
the  usual  time.  This  was  so  much  resented,  that 
seventeen  of  the  students  left  the  College  without  a 
degree.  Toung  Mather's  father  was  exceedingly  dis- 
satisfied, as  were  others  of  the  Overseers,  with  this 
measure;  but  his  connexion  with  the  College  was, 
nevertheless,  continued;  and  in  1656  he  proceeded 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  In  his  exetx'ise  at  Commencement 
he  combated  Aristotle's  philosophy,  then  prevalent  in 
the  schools.  President  Cbauncy,  not  relishing  the 
"Ramsean  strains,  in  which  our  young  disputant  was 
carrying  on  his  thesis,"  would  have  stopped  him ;  but 
the  famous  Mr.  Mitche!  interposed,  "  Pergat,  quaao, 
nam  doctissime  disputat.  " ' 

The  year  after  he  left  college,  on  his  birth-day,  and 
when  only  eighteen  years  old,  he  preached  his  first 
sermon,  in  which  he  gave  promise  of  future  eminence. 
About  this  dme  a  letter  was  received  from  bis  eldest 
brother,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Mather,  one  of  the  princi- 
pal ministers  in  Dublin,  encouragmg  his  going  to  that 
place ;  and  having  a  strong  inclination  for  it  himself, 
he  obtained  the  consent  of  his  father,  and  sailed  for 
England  July  3d,  1657.  From  England  he  proceeded 
to  Dublin,  where,  by  the  advice  of  his  brother,  be  en- 
tered his  name  in  Trinity  College,  and  proceeded  Mas- 
ter of  Arts,  with  a  high  reputation,  June  24th,  1658, 
three  years  after  he  was  entilkd  to  his  first  degree,  and 

■  Remarksblw,  pp.  14,  15. 
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when  he  was  only  nineteen  years  old.  A  fellowship 
was  offered  him  but  he  did  not  accept  it.  ' 

He  was  invited  to  several  places  in  Ireland  and 
England ;  went  to  great  Torrington  in  Devonshire,  and 
there  preached  for  some  time  to  a  numerous  assembly 
and  with  great  acceptance.  He  passed  one  month 
with  his  brother,  Nathaniel  Mather,  who  was  an  admir- 
ed preacher  at  Barnstable. 

His  subsequent  residence  was  principally  iQ  the 
Island  of  Guernsey,  where  be  was  a  chaplain  to  the 
English  garrison ;  but  being  at  length  required  to  adopt 
the  service  of  the  Church  of  England,  or  leave  the 
island,  he  chose  this  part  of  the  alternative  and  return- 
ed to  England.  He  remained  about  four  months  at 
Weymouth  and  Dorchester,  and  preached  in  many 
places,  without  any  compensation.  A  living  of  X400 
a  year  was  offered  him,  if  he  would  conform,  and  read 
the  Coramon-prayer ;  but  this  he  rejected.  Other  op- 
portunities, which  were  afforded  him,  either  to  remain 
in  England  or  to  travel  with  gentlemen  on  the  cond- 
nent,  being  declined  or  frustrated,  and  the  times  grow- 
ing more  and  more  unfavorable  for  the  dissenters,  he 
concluded,  contrary  to  his  former  expectations,  to  re- 
turn to  this  country.  He  arrived  at  his  father's  house  in 
Dorchester  in  September,  1661,  more  than  four  years 
from  the  time  of  his  6rst  leaving  it  to  sail  for  England.' 

Invitadons  now  came  to  him  from  "  as  many  places, 
as  there  are  signs  for  the  Sun  in  the  Zodiac."  The 
first  winter  after  his  arrival,  he  preached  alternately  to 
the  North  Church  in  Boston,  and  with  his  father  in 
Dorchester ;  but  afterwards  confined  bis  services  to  the 
church  in  Boston ;  though  it  was  not  till  May,  1664, 

>  RetiMrkattlet.  pp.  15- 17.  »  Ibid,  ppL  19-33. 
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that  be  was  prevailed  upon .  to  be  settled.  He  bad 
neju-ly  two  years  before  married  tbe  only  daughter  of 
the  celebrated  John  Cotton,  who  lived  with  him  fifty 
two  years,  and  made  bim  tbe  father  of  three  sons  and 
seven  daughters,  all  of  them,  so  far  as  appears,  sources 
of  satisfaciion  to  their  parents!  The  oldest  son  was 
tbe  celebrated  Cotton  Mather} 

"Tbe  Lord,"  says  an  early  writer,  "bath  blessed 
the  family  of  the  Mathers,  among  us,  with  a  singular 
blessing,  in  that- no  less  than  ten  of  them  have  been 
accepted  of  him,  to  serve  the  Lord  and  bis  people,  in 
the  ministry  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ ;  of  whom, 
as  the  Apostle  said  in  another  case,  though  some  are 
fallen  asleep,  yet  the  greater  part  remain  unto  this  day. 
I  do  not  know  the  like  in  our  New  England,  and  per- 
haps it  will  be  found  rare  to  parallel  tbe  same  in 
other  countries."  Thus  wrote  the  venerable  John 
Higginson,  of  Salem,  in  his  Attestation  to  Mather's 
Magnalia,  prefixed  to  that  work,  in  1697.  Tbe  Ust 
might  now  be  swelled. 

By  the  direction  of  the  General  Court,  a  Synod  of 
tbe  churches  was  held  at  Boston,  in  the  year  1662,  for 
the  purpose,  chiefly,  of  considering  the  question  "who 
were  the  subjects  of  baptism?"  It  was  a  question  which 
agitated  the  whole  country ;  and  the  decision  of  the 
Synod,  which,  under  certain  restrictions,  allowed  that 
rite  to  be  administered  to  the  children  of  those  who 
were  not  communicants,  was  ably  defended  and  op- 
posed by  a  number  of  the  leading  ministers.  Mr. 
Mather  was  at  first  among  the  opposers  of  the  Synod, 
and  employed  his  pen  against  its  proceedings;  but  he 
afterwards  changed  his  opinion,  and  ingenuously  ac- 

1  Remarkablea,  pp.  iti-m. 
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knowledged  himself  vanquished  by  the  cogent  argu- 
raenis  o("  Mr.  Mitchel  of  Cambridge.' 

Soon  after  his  settlement,  his  society  began  to  neglect 
their  engagements  to  him ;  the  consequence  of  which 
was,  that  he  suffered  greatly  from  want  and  was  obiig- 
ed  (o  incur  debts,  which  caused  him  great  disquietude. 
While  writhing  under  the  embarrassments  and  mortifi- 
cations of  his  situation,  he  had  opportunities  to  extri- 
cate himself  from  his  pecuniary  difhculties,  by  removing 
to  other  places ;  but  he  resisted  all  the  allurements 
which  were  held  out  to  him  for  quitting  his  people, 
from  an  apprehension  that  this  measure,  even  under 
such  provocations,  would  injure  the  cr.use  of  religion; 
and  he  was  rewarded  for  his  patience  and  perseverance 
by  an  alteration  in  his  circumstances,  which,  in  that 
respect,  left  him  nothing  afterwards  to  desire ;  so  that, 
whatever  he  was  at  any  time  called  upon  to  do,  or 
wherever  to  go,  he  continued  the  happy  pastor  of  the 
same  dock  as  long  as  he  lived.* 

In  (he  year  1 674,  the  General  Court  having  permit- 
ted the  establishment  of  a  printing-press,  «  elsewhere 
than  at  Cambridge,"  the  Rev.  Thomas  Thatcher  and 
the  Rev,  Increase  Mather,  of  Boston,  were  added 
to  the  former  licensers.* 

In  the  autumn  of  1679,  a  period  of  great  public  dis- 
tress and  anxiety,  another  Synod  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Mather,  convened  at  Boston,  called  the  Reforming 
Synod.  It  met  again  in  the  ensuing  spring.  A  pow- 
erful excitement  was  produced  by  the  proceedings  of 
these  meetings  on  the  subject  of  morals  and  religion^ 
for  the  neglect  of  which  the  country  was  then  believed 

1  Roraarkables,  pp.  90-  S9  >  Ibid,  pp  S9-3a 

>  Thomaa's  Hilt  of  PiiDting,  vol.  i.  p.  17& 
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to  be  suffering  the  vengeance  of  offended  Heaven. 
The  part,  which  Mr.  Mather  took  on  these  occasions, 
corresponded  to  the  advice  which  the  Apostle  Eliot 
had  given  him  several  years  before:  "Brother,"  said 
the  venerable  man,  "  the  Lord  hath  blessed  you  with 
a  leading  spirit,  as  he  did  Mr.  Mitchel,  who  has  gone 
unlo  Him.  I  pray,  brother,  lead  us  in  our  meetings; 
bring  forward  as  much  good  in  them  as  you  can."  ' 

To  the  honor  of  religion  its  best  friends  are  the  foes 
of  ignorance ;  and  muhitudes,  illustrious  for  their  piety, 
have  been  foremost  in  the  cultivation  of  human  learn- 
ing. Mr.  Mather  was  one  of  that  class.  About  this 
time  "he  formed  a  philosophical  society  of  agreeable 
gentlemen,  who  met  once  a  fortnight  for  a  conference 
upon  improvements  in  Natural  Philosophy  and  additions 
to  the  stores  of  Natural  History."  From  their  collec- 
tions the  work  of  a  learned  professor  at  Leyden  was 
enriched  with  some  materials ;  and  communications 
were  also  made  to  the  Royal  Society  of  London;  but, 
in  consequence  of  the  calamitous  state  of  affairs  at  that 
period,  this  society,  which  was  probably  the  first  of  the 
kind  in  America,  was  not  of  long  duration. ' 

The  vacancy  in  the  government  of  the  College  be- 
tween the  death  of  President  Oakes  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  President  Rogers  was  supplied  by  Mr.  Mather 
in  the  manner  that  has  already  been  related.  After 
the  decease  of  President  Rogers  he  again  filled  the 
office  of  president,  being  requested  by  the  Over- 
seers,  June  11th,  1685,  fo  "take  special  care  for  the 
government  of  the  College  and  to  act  as  president  till 
a  further  settlement  be  orderly  made;"'  and  at  length 
he  was  settled  in  it,  but  without  relinquishing  his  con- 

I  Remulublei,  pp.  61-89.     *  Ibid,  p.  86.      >  Corpontton  RKOidi. 
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nexioD  with  the  church  in  Boston ;  and  for  several 
years  he  was  able  to  discharge  with  reputation  and 
iisefulaess  the  duties  of  both  relations.  ^ 

But  all  these  academic  and  ecclesiastical  occupa- 
tions were  increased,  and  at  length,  for  some  years, 
superseded  by  other  weighty  cares  of  a  civil  nature. 
Massachusetts,  having  incurred  the  royal  displeasure, 
was  called  upon  by  King  Charles  the  Second  to  sur^ 
render  to  him  its  charter,  and  in  case  of  refusal,  was 
threatened  with  a  legal  prosecution.  The  people  were 
thrown  into  the  utmost  anxiety  and  alarm.  Their  ruin ' 
seemed  inevitable ;  and  all  that  was  left  to  them  was,  to 
decide  whether  it  should  be  their  own  act  or  that  of 
the  government  in  England.  But  were  they  at  liberty 
to  commit  this  political  suicide?  Could  they,  without  a 
violation  of  the  laws  of  Heaven,  voluntarily  lay  their 
rights  and  privileges  at  the  feet  of  their  sovereign,  and 
cast  themselves  upon  his  mercy  for  every  thing  they 
held  most  dear  1  This  question  was  proposed  to  Mr., 
Mather,  and  answered  in  the  negative.  He  afterwards 
declared  the  same  opinion  at  a  meeting  of  the  freemen 
of  Boston,  which  was  convened  for  the  purpose  of  voting 
instructions  to  their  delegates  in  the  General  Court,  and 
which  he  had  been  invited  to  attend.  Ilis  speech  on  this 
"case  of  conscience,"  as  it  shows  the  spirit  and  genius 
of  the  age  as  well  as  of  the  man,  the  reader  will  not 
be  displeased  to  see  at  large :  "  As  the  question  is 
now  stated,  whether  you  will  make  a  full  submission 
and  entire  resigtiation  of  your  charier  and  the  privileges 
of  it  unto  his  Majesty's  pleasure,  I  verily  believe,  we 
shall  sin  against  the  God  of  Heaven,  if  we  vote  an 


1  RemarktblM,  pp.  169- 174. 
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affirmative  unto  it  The  Scripture  leacheth  us  oth- 
erwise. We  know  what  Jephlhah  said,  That  which  the 
Lord  our  God  has  given  us,  shall  we  not  possess  it  ?  And 
though  JVaboth  ran  a  great  hazard  by  the  refusual,  yet 
he  SEud,  God  forbid  that  I  should  give  away  the  inherit- 
ance of  my  fathers !  Nor  would  it  be  wisdom  for  us 
to  comply.  We  know  David  made  a  wise  choice, 
when  he  chose  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  God  rather 
than  into  the  hands  of  men.  If  we  make  a  full  sub- 
mission and  entire  resignation  to  pleasure,  we  fall  into 
the  hojids  of  men  immediately.  But  if  we  do  it  not, 
we  still  keep  ourselves  in  the  hands  of  God;  we  trust 
ourselves  with  his  providence ;  and  who  knows  what 
God  may  do  for  us?  There  are  also  examples  before 
our  eyes,  the  consideration  whereof  should  be  of 
weight  with  us.  Our  brethren  hard  by  us;  —  what 
have  they  gained,  by  being  so  ready  to  part  with  their 
hberties,  but  an  acceleration  of  their  miseries  1  And  we 
hear  from  London,  that  when  it  came  to,  the  loyal  citi- 
zens would  not  make  a  full  submission  and  entire  re- 
signation to  pleasvre,  lest  their  posterity  should  curse 
them  for  it.  And  shall  we  then  do  such  a  thing  1  I 
hope  there'  is  not  one  freeman  in  Boston,  that  can  be 
guilty  of  it !  However,  I  have  discharged  my  con- 
science, in  what  I  have  thus  declared  unto  you." 

"  Upon  this  pungent  speech,  many  of  the  freemen 
fell  into  tears ;  and  there  was  a  general  acclamation, 
fVe  thank  you,  Sir!  We  thank  you.  Sir  !  The  question 
was  upon  the  vote  carried  in  the  negative,  n«mne 
contradicente  ;  and  this  act  of  Boston  had  a  great  in- 
fluence upon  all  the  country." ' 


1  Remukables,  pp.  89  -  9! 
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Mr.  Mather  did  not  give  this  spirited  coaosel,  with 
impunity.  The  agents  of  the  Conrt  became  his  invet- 
erate enemies ;  base  arts  were  practised  to  harass  and 
injure  him. 

A  long  letter,  containing  sentiments  offensive  to  per- 
sons in  power,  was  even  forged,  in  his  name,  for  that 
purpose,  and  directed  to  a  person  in  Amsterdam.  This 
letter,  being  intercepted,  was  read  before  the  King  and 
Council ;  and  it  was  proposed  to  have  him  brought  to 
England  for  trial  and  punishment ;  but  a  suspicion  that 
the  letter  was  foiled,  or  some  other  cause,  saved  him 
from  this  peril.  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins,  who  was  reflected 
.  upon  in  the  letter,  appears  to  have  taken  no  further 
notice  of  it,  than  to  ask  contemptuously,  "  whether  that 
star-gazer  wrote  it ; "  alluding  to  a  discourse  which 
Mr.  Mather  had  written  upon  comets.  * 

The  charter  of  Massachusetts  was  annulled ;  and 
New  England  was  committed  to  the  arbitrary  disposal 
of  a  sm^l  number  of  men,  at  the  head  of  whom  was 
first  the  Hon.  Joseph  Dudley  as  President,  and  after- 
wards Sir  Edmund  Andros,  as  Governor.  They  con- 
ducted themselves  in  the  most  tyrannical  manner.  The 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  people  were  trampled  un- 
der foot  Their  oppressions  became  so  intolerable, 
that  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  province  determin- 
ed to  send  an  agent  to  England,  and  lay  theu*  griev- 
ances before  the  King  himself.  Mr.  Mather  was  se- 
lected, as  a  suitable  person  for  that  office. 

As  soon  as  this  was  known  it  gave  great  alarm  to 
the  tyrants ;  and  they  determined,  if  possible,  to  pre- 
vent it  Mr.  Mather  had  expressed  a  suspicion  that 
the  notorious  Randolph  was  the  author  of  the  forged 

1  Hutefaituoti'B  Hut.  I.  p.  366.  RenwrktblM.  pp-fltt-flS. 
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ietter  before  mentioned.  Randolph  took  this  opportu- 
nity to  prosecute  him  for  defamation;  but,  in  spite  of 
all  his  artifices,  Mather  was  acquitted.  Not  deterred 
by  this  failure,  Randolph  sent  an  officer  to  arrest  him 
again,  upon  the  same  charge.  Mather,  being  apprized 
of  it,  kept  upon  his  guard ;  changed  his  dress,  when 
he  removed  from  his  house ;  and  at  length,  with  no  lit- 
tle management,  was  conveyed  on  board  a  ship,  which 
carried  him  to  England  in  the  spring  of  1688.  ^ 

It  would  be  going  too  far  from  the  purpose  of  this 
narrative,  to  give  a  minute  relation  of  all  the  transac- 
tions, in  which  he  was  engaged,  during  the  four  years 
he  remfflned  abroad  in  the  service  of  his  country.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say,  that  "he  stood  before  kings";  that  he 
had  several  interviews,  first  with  King  James  the  Sec- 
ond, and  afterwards  with  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary ;  that  he  labored  with  great  assiduity,  fidelity, 
and  perseverance ;  that  three  other  persons  were  as- 
sociated with  him  in  the  agency ;  and  that  a  charter 
was  at  length  obtained  of  King  William,  which,  though 
it  withheld  some  of  the  privileges  enjoyed  under  the 
old  charter,  was  more  comprehensive  in  its  provision^ 
than  that  mstrument,  and,  considering  all  circumstances, 
was,  perhaps,  as  favorable  to  the  province,  as  could 
have  been  reasonably  expected.  The  agents  were  al- 
lowed by  the  King  to  nominate  a  person  for  the  first 
Governor  under  this  charter.  •  They  nominated  their 
countryman.  Sir  William  Fhipps,  who  was  appointed. 
Mr.  Mather  soon  afterwards  left  England,  and  arrived 


o  ttie  Crown  was  left  for 
the  first  time  to  the  agents,  or  nlber  to  Mi.  Mather,  who  waa  cooaider- 
9d  M  inttar  amttium." — Hutchinaon'e  Hiat  I.  p.  413. 
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at  Boston  with  the  first  royal  governor  in  the  spring  c^ 
1692. 

The  new  charter  was  far  from  ^ving  entire  satisfac- 
tion ;  but  it  relieved  the  people  from  the  evils  they  en- 
dured or  dreaded,  secured  the  most  important  interests 
of  the  colony,  and  was  on  the  whole  so  acceptable, 
that  the  General  Assembly  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  Mather  for  his  faithful  and  labonous  services,  and 
appointed  a  day  of  solemn  thanksgiving  for  his  safe  re- 
turn and  that  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor. ' 

During  his  residence  in  England,  Mr.  Mather  did 
not  omit  the  exercise  of  his  clerical  functions ;  he 
preached  often,  and  with  great  acceptance.  He  also 
availed  himself  of  the  opportunities,  which  were  afford- 
ed him  for  serving  the  College  ;  he  obtained  donations 
to  it ;  he  became  acquainted  with  the  excellent  Thomas 
HoUis  of  London,  and  seems  to  have  made  the  first 
opening  for  the  flood  of  benefits,  which  some  years 
afterwards  poured  in  upon  it  so  copiously  from  that 
fountain  of  benevolence.  '  But  the  principal  immedi- 
ate benefit,  which  the  institution  owed  to  his  care,  was 
obtained  fi^m  the  King.  After  the  Colony  was  de- 
prived of  its  charter,  such  doctrines  were  set  up  m  re- 
lation to  the  grants  which  had  been  made  under  it,  that 
fears  were  entertained  for  the  safety  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege ;  but  though  there  was  an  occasional  interference 
in  its  government  by  the  royal  functionaries,  it  was  not 
deprived  of.  its  property  or  of  its  essential  rights. '  The 
fiiends  of  the  College,  however,  were  anxious  that  it 
should  be  placed  on  a  more  secure  foundation  in  fu- 

1  Remukablea,  pp.  109  -  161. 

>  Reinarkables,  pp.  147,    151,  170;    uid    Doaglu'a   Sumnurjr,  I. 
^546. 
*  Conatitation  of  Harv.  Col.,  App. 
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ture ;  and  a  provision  for  that  purpose  was  happily  in- 
serted in  the  new  charter. ' 


1  "  In  1680,"  says  Dr.  Mather  in  bis  letter  to  Gov.  Dudlejr,  "  vhen 
jouacceptedofaDillegnlarbitraTy  commission  froD)  the  late  Kio^JuDies, 
you  said,  that  the  cow  was  dfud,  and  therefore  the  cnlf  in  her  belly; 
ine>.mn^  the  charter  of  the  college  and  colony." — Mass.  Hut  CoU.  III. 
p.  12G,  First  Series. 
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In  the  absence  of  President  Mather,  his  parochial 
duties  were  discharged  by  his  son.  Cotton  Mather^ 
who  had  been  ordained  as  bis  colleague  in  the  year 
1684;  and  "the  College  flourished  under  the  prudent 
goTemment  of  two  tutors,  Mr.  John  Leverett  and  Mr. 
WiHiam  Brattle."  '  For  some  years  be  had  the  title  of 
Rector,  which  was  given  hira  by  Mr.  Dudley,  who  was 
President  of  the  Colony ;  but  it  is  probable  he  now 
resumed  the  appellation  of  President. ' 

One  of  the  first  steps,  taken  by  the  fHends  of  the 
College,  after  President  Mather's  return,  was  to  obtain 
from  the  General  Assembly  a  new  act  of  incorporation, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  College  still  further  secu- 
rity, as  well  as  of  enlarging  its  privileges.  Such  an 
act  was  passed  June  27,  1692.  It  was  disallowed  by 
the  King  in  Council,  "  on  the  ground  of  its  not  pro- 
viding for  a  visitation  of  the  King  by  his  governor. 
Two  other  acts  were  passed,  one  m  1697  and  one  in 
1700,  in  which  the  Governor  and  Council  were  made 
visitors;  but  tlus  was  not  satisfactory.*" 

lUaUier's  Hugoalia,  Book  IV.  p.  131,  (not  in  the  "  RemKrkBbtea,"tbi* 
book  iiaving  been  wriUen  twenty  two  jean  ifter,  when  Cotton  Mather 
had  become  hoetite  to  Leverett) 

■  CoDstiL  Harr.  Coll.,  App.  p  21.  — WhenMr.Dudley  wa8"Pre8idont 
of  New  England,  for  diilinrtioa,  the  President  of  tiis  College  was 
railed  rtetor."    Dooglaa'e  Sunitnary.'L  p.  546. 

3  Coaatit.  Haiv.  CoU.,  App.  p.  22. 
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"  It  is  stated  that  in  all  these  acts  the  Board  of  Over- 
seers was  omitted,  and,  as  a  substitution  therefor,  the 
number  of  the  Corporation  was  eniai^ed;"  and  that 
"JQ  the  interval,  while  the  royal  signature  to  these  sev- 
eral acts  was  awaited  from  England,  the  College  was 
organized  upon  several  of  the  new  plans  successively. "  * 

Among  the  powers,  granted  by  them,  which  did  not 
exist  or  were  not  exercised,  under  the  former  charter, 
was  that  of  conferring  the  degree  of  Doctor.  In  the 
same  year  the  first  of  these  acts  was  passed,  and  while 
it  was  in  force,  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  was 
bestowed  on  President  Mather.  This  was  the  first 
instance  of  the  kind  in  British  America;  nor  did  any 
other  person  receive  a  doctorate  at  Harvard  University 
till  seventy-nine  years  afterwards,  when  the  same  de- 
gree was  conferred  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Appleton  of  Cam- 
bridge. ' 

His  time  was  now  principally  devoted  to  the  col- 
lege. He  passed  Sunday  with  his  church  in  Boston, 
and  visited  Cambridge  on  all  the  other  days  of  the 
week.  His  services  were  assiduous  and  faithful.  The 
moral  and  religious  instruction  of  the  students  had  his 
particular  afteniion.  The  College  appears  to  have  been 
in  a  flourishing  condition  while  he  was  at  its  head. ' 
Its  numbers  increased,  and  it  was  eninched,  in  no  small 
degree,  by  the  hand  of  munificence.  It  experienced  one 
instance  of  bounty,  which  probably  exceeded,  in  amount, 
any  ever  bestowed  upon  it  by  a  single  individual  before 
that  time.  The  Hon.  William  Sloughton,  Lieut.  Govern- 
or and  Chief  Justice  of  Massachusetts,  a  gentleman  of  a 

1  MBmorinl  of  the  Reaident  Instructera  in  lt*24,  p.  14. 
9  ReD)Br)(nbles,  pp.  170-172.  —  Ilolinea'i  History  of  Cambridge  in 
Mass.  Hint  Coll.  VII.  p.  60,  First  Series. 
3  Remarkables,  pp.  169  -  173. 
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distinguished  name  Id  the  annals  of  the  province,  was 
at  the  sole  expense  of  erecting,  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  students,  a  spacious  edifice  of  brick,  which, 
in  honor  of  this  hberal  benefactor,  was  named  Stoughton 
Hall,  and  will  be  more  particulariy  noticed  hereafter.' 

It  is  evident,  however,  that  there  were  persons  of 
influence  in  the  province,  who,  for  some  reason  or  other, 
were  not  unwiUing  that  President  Mather  should  re- 
tire; and  in  1701  an  order  was  passed  by  the  General 
Court,  "  that  no  man  should  act  as  president  of  the 
College,  who  did  not  reside  at  Cambridge."  The  con- 
sequence was,  that  on  the  6th  of  September  of  the 
same  year  he  resigned  his  oflice. ' 

Study,  the  publication  of  books,  and  the  concerns  of 
his  church  occupied  almost  exclusively  the  twenty-two 
years  of  life,  which  yet  remained  to  him.  A  flattering 
request,  made  to  him  in  1715  by  the  ministers  of  the 
province,  to  go  to  England  with  an  address  from  them 
to  King  Greorge  the  First,  on  his  accession  to  the  throne, 
was  declined. '  His  old  age  was  blessed  with  the  in- 
estimable satisfaction,  which  flow  from  faith  and  hope, 
and  from  a  vigorous  state  of  exercise  of  the  faculties 
and  affections.  He  died  August  23d,  1 723,  in  the 
eighty-fifth  year  of  his  age ;  and  was  interred  with  all 
the  honors  due  to  his  character  and  to  the  rank  be  had 
ao  long  held  in  society.  *  He  had  been  a  preacher 
sixty-six  years,  during  sixty-two  of  which  he  was  con- 
nected with  the  North  Church  in  Boston. 

Dr.  Mather's  mental  endowments  were  of  a  superior 
order;  his  learning- was  extensive;  his  affections  were 
lively  and  strong ;  he  excelled  as  a  preacher,  possessed 

1  ColL  Records,  &c.  This  buildiojr  stood  about  SO  yeus.  Its  removal 
and  the  erection  of  new  Stooghton  Hall  will  be  noticed  hereafter. 
*  Remarksbles,  p.  73.  3  Ibid.  p.  194.  *  Ibid. 
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'  an  ardent  spirit  of  devotion,  and  was  diligent,  active, 
and  resolute  in  the  discharge  of  the  various  and  im- 
portant duties,  which  Providence  from  time  to  time  as- 
signed him.  He  was  a  benevolent  man.  One  tenth, 
at  least,  of  his  Income  was  apphed  to  objects  of 
charity. ' 

He  was  a  friend  to  toleration  ;  his  sentiments  on  this 
subject  became  more  liberal  as  he  advanced  in  age ; 
he  even  assisted  at  an  ordination  in  a  society  of  bap- 
tists,— a  sect,  which,  in  his  younger  days,  he  must 
hare  been  taught  to  regard  with  abhorrence ;  and  the 
conclusion  was  at  length  established  in  his  mind,  that 
persecution  was  an  unwise  and  unchristian  mode  of 
propagating  religion. ' 

He  mamtained  an  habitual  seriousness  of  temper, 
though  on  fit  occasions  he  could  be  pleasant  and 
facetious.  His  manners  were  those  of  a  gentleman ; 
ahd  there  was  a  remarkable  gravity  in  his  deportment, 
which  commanded  the  reverence  of  those  who  ap- 
proached him. ' 

He  was  not,  however,  without  his  weaknesses ;  hut 
they  were,  for  the  most  part  such,  as  find  theu*  apology 
in  the  genius  and  spirit  of  the  tunes  in  which  be  lived. 

He  appears  to  have  been  affected  quite  enough  by 
ungrateful  returns  for  his  services ;  and  had  no  very 
moderate  sense  of  his  own  importance  and  merits, 
as  was  particularly  shown  in  an  angry  letter  which 
he  wrote  to  Governor  Dudley  in  1708.  * 

His  piety  was  not  untinctured  with  enthusiasm  and 
credulity.    He  at  times  experienced  strange  impres- 


1  Remarkables,  p.  184.    >  Ibid.  p.  55, 61.     3  Ibid.  p.  39  -  41, 185, 166. 
1  Mbm.  Hurt.  Coll.  m.  p.  136-128.    Remultables,  p.  174. 
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sioQs,  or  affiations,  which  he  believed  to  be  supernatu- 
ral, and  which  Tented  themselves  in  oracular  predic- 
tions of  commg  judgments  or  mercies.  These  predic- 
tions were  of  course  marvellously  fulfilled.  The 
"  strong  mgtression  on  his  mind,  that  the  drinking  of 
the  mineral  waters  at  a  spring  in  Lynn,  then  famous 
through  the  country, "  would  be  of  service  to  him,  at 
a  lime  when  he  was  in  a  feeble  state  of  health, '  may 
not  be  an  instance  in  point ;  but  several  instances  are, 
with  great  particularity,  related  by  his  son,  whose  cre- 
dulity seems  at  least  equal  to  his  father's,  respecting 
which  there  will  be  no  dispute.  One  of  them  may 
amuse,  if  it  does  not  instruct.  "In  the  year  1676,  he 
had  a  strange  impression  on  his  mind,  that  caused  him, 
Nov.  19th,  to  preach  a  sermon  on  Zeph.  iii.  7,  and 
conclude  with  a  strange  prediction,  that  a  fire  was  a 
coming  which  would  make  a  deplorable  desolation. "  He 
afterwards  meditated,  and  wept,  and  prayed  upon  the 
subject  in  his  study ;  and  the  next  Lord's  day,  gave 
lus  people  warning  of  the  impending  judgment  "  The 
very  night  following,  a  desolating  ^e  broke  forth  in  his 
neighbourhood.  The  house,  in  which  he  with  his  flock 
had  praised  God,  was  burnt  with  fire.  Whole  streets 
were  consumed  in  the  devouring  flames  and  laid  in 
ashes. "  * 

He  was  a  believer  in  witchcraft,  though  he  did  not 
approve  of  condemning  accused  persons  on  what  was 
called  the  spectre-evidence,  being  of  opinion,  that  an 
evil  snirit  might,  for  wise  purposes,  be  sometimes  per- 
mitted to  assume  the  appearance  of  an  innocent  per- 
son. He  accordingly  oppose^  the  horrible  proceed- 
ings of  the   memorable  year  1692;  and  pubhsbed  a 

1  Remarkablee,  p.  70.  fi  Ibiil.  pp.  78,  79. 
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treatise  which  ia  sEud  to  have  aided  in  putting  a  stop  to 
them.  ^  Id  thb  reapect  he  was  io  truth  superior  to  hia 
age,  and  ought  rather  to  be  admired  for  hia  wisdom  and 
courage ;  for  be  waa  one  of  a  few,  who  resisted  a 
mighty  torrent  which  threatened  to  desolate  the  whole 
country. 

He  had  great  ftuth  in  signs  and  prodigies.  Comets 
were  regarded  by  him  as  "preachers  of  divine  wrath"; 
his  Discourse  concenung  those  bodies  is  little  else  than 
a  catalogue  of  inundations,  earthquaJces,  wars,  and 
other  calamitous  events,  attendmg  them,  from  a  period 
just  before  Hi^  flood  down  to  the  iU-starred  year  1682, 
in  which  he  wrote  that  learned  book ;  and  his  sermons, 
entitled,  "  Heaven's  Alarm  to  the  World,"  and  "*  The 
Latter  Sign,"  were  delivered  upon  the  ^pearanceof 
"  a  formidable  blazing-star. " 

Dr.  Mather  lived  to  see  more  rational  ideas  beginning 
to  prevail  respecting  comets.  Cotton  Matfur  in  his 
"Christian  Philosopher"  (p.  43),  published  in  1721, 
two  years  before  hia  father's  death,  after  mentioning  a 
speculation  of  Newton's  respecting  those  bodies,  ob- 
serves :  "  If  this  be  so,  the  appearance  of  comets  is  not 
so  dreadful  a  thing,  as  the  Cometomantuii  generally  pre- 
vailing, has  represented  it. " 

But  in  estimating  an  eminent  person's  character  it 
is  perhaps  unfair  to  lessen  its  worth  by  deductions, 
viUch  would  not  have  been  made  by  his  contempora- 
ries ;  or  to  take  him  out  of  his  own  age,  and  try  him 
by  the  pM-iial  standwii  of  another.  Who  is  there,  even 
in  this  age  of  light  and  refinement,  that  would  not  suf- 
fer, justly  suffer  in  some  respects,  if  subjected  to  such  a 


I  Remarkables,  pp.  161  - 169.    Brattle's  Account  in  Maw.  Hist  Coll. 
V.  p.  199,  First  Stiiie>, 
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test?  However  this  may  be,  a  man's  rank  is  among 
those,  with  whom  he  lives  and  acts ;  and  it  is  related 
of  Dr.  Mather,  that  "  he  was  the  father  of  the  New- 
England  clei^,  and  that  his  name  and  character  were 
held  in  veneration,  not  only  by  those  who  knew  him, 
but  by  succeeding  generations."' 

His  pubUcations  were  numerous,  and  were  greatly 
esteemed.  With  the  exception  of  a  few,  they  were 
upon  religious  subjects.  He  wrote  some  tracts  in  fa- 
vor of  inoculation  for  the  small-pox,  which,  but  a  year 
or  two  before  his  decease,  was,  on  the  suggestion  of  his 
son.  Cotton  Mather,  introduced  into  the  new  world  by 
Dr.  Zabdiel  Boylston  of  Boston,  with  the  support  of 
the  clergy  of  Massachusetts,  but  in  opposition  to  most 
of  the  physicians  and  of  the  multitude. ' 

It  has  been  above  observed  (page  64)  that  during  the 
presidency  of  Dr.  Mather,  the  Collie  was  enriched 
by  the  hand  of  munificence.  Among  the  donations,  the 
following  may  be  mentioned.  * 

Mr.  Robert  Thomer  of  Baddesly,  in  the  county  of 
Southampton,  bequeathed  to  Harvard  CoUege  .£500 
sterting ;  the  greater  part,  and  probably  the  whole  of 
which  was  received. 

The  fund  for  Exhihttions  was  increased  by  a  legacy, 
in  1687,  from  Mr.  William  Brown,  Sen.,  of  XlOO,  "to 
be  improved  for  the  bringing  up  of  poor  scholars  '* ; 
and  by  a  grant,  in  1696,  from  the  Hon.  Samuel  Sewall, 
of  a  &nn  at  Petaquamscot  in  the  Narraganset  country, 
cimtabing  600  acres  more  or  less,  for  the  support  of 
mdigent  students,  "especially  such  as  shall  be  sent 


1  Eliot'a  ffiognphicil  Dictionary,  Art.  Aier.  MaAer. 

ma.  Haf.  for  1779,  p.  777.  '  Donttion  Book,  tl. 
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from  Fetaquamscot  aforesaid,  Englidh  or  Indians,  if 
any  such  there  be. " ' 

The  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  in  New- 
England,  having  obtained  from  the  estate  of  its  late 
president,  the  Hon.  Robert  Boyle,  a  charity  of  ^0 
sterhng  per  annum,  ordered  in  1697,  that  one  half  of  it 
should  be  transmitted  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of 
Harvard  College  and  to  their  successors,  to  be  applied 
for  the  support  of  two  ministers  employed  in  teaching 
the  natives  the  Christian  religion. 

Mr.  Eliakim  Hutchinson  gave  to  the  College  £10, 
New-England  money,  m  1 698 ;  with  a  promise  to  pve 
the  same  sum  annually,  "  as  long  as  the  government 
there  should  be  such  as  he  approved  of. "  This  annu- 
ity was  paid  during  his  life,  from  1698  to  1717,  inclu- 
sive, malting  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Hulton  of  London  bequeathed  '<£100 
sterling,  being  jE130,  Massachusetts  currency ;  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Gunston  of  Stock-Newington  gave  jC60 
sterling. 

The  Rev.  Edmund  Brown  of  Sudbivy  bequeathed 
£100  to  the  College.  This  legacy  was  sued  for  in 
1693 ;  an  execution  was  levied  on  seventeen  acres  of 
pasture  land  in  Cambridge  belonging  to  Mr.  Samuel 
G^ffe,  executor;  but  the  College  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  ever  benefited  by  it 

But  by  far  the  greatest  benefaction  during  this  Pres- 
dency  was  from  Lieut.  Gov.  Stoughton,  who,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  £1000,  erected,  in  1699,  an  edifice  of  brick 
called  in  honor  of  him,  Stovghlon  HaU.  "  It  contained 
sixteen  chambers  for  students,  but  no  public  apart- 
ments.    Its  length  was  one  hundred,  and  its  breadth 

iDoDation  Book,  I. 
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twenty  feet.  Being  originally  an  unsubstantial  piece 
of  masonry,  it  grew  weak  by  age,  and  was  finally 
taken  down  in  1780."  It  is  smd  to  bave  been  injured 
by  the  great  earthquake  in  1755.  * 

The  following  inscription  was  on  the  front  of  old 
Stougfaton-Hall: 

DEO  OPT.  MAX.  BONISQ.  UTERIS  S. 

GUL1ELMU8  STOUGHTON  ARMIGER  PROVINCIjE 

MASSACHUSET.   HOV-AHGLORUM  VICE-GUBERNATOR 

UOLLEGII  HARVARDINI  OLIM  ALUMNUS 

SEMPER  PATRONUS  FECIT 

ANNO  DOMINI  1699.  • 


^See  fuiiher  paiticuUra  in  the  Columbian  MBgazine,  for  1768,  p.  673. 
For  a  description  of  Harvard  Hall,  burnt  in  1764,  see  Uie  same 
Article. 

[The  Editor  has  bean  informed  hj  a  near  Telatire,  nov  deceased, 
and  who  was  in  college  at  the  time,  that  the  walls  of  Stoughton  Hall 
had  then  begun  to  settle  and  lean  considerablj ;  and  that  the  shock 
of  the  earthquake  restored  them  tn  their  perpendicular  direction.] 

'  Donation  Book,  I. 
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On  the  rery  day  that  President  Mather  quitted  the 
superintendence  of  the  College,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Wil- 
lard  of  Boston  entered  upon  it  under  the  title  of  Vice- 
President. 

The  father  of  this  distinguished  clei^man  was  Mr. 
Simon  Willard,  a  gentleman  of  respectable  standing 
both  in  civU  and  military  life.  Samuel  was  graduated  at 
Harvard  College  in  1659.  He  was  afterwards  settled 
in  the  ministry  at  Groton ;  but  the  ravages  of  Philip's 
war,  which  destroyed  that  place  and  scattered  his  flock, 
drove  him  to  Boston  about  the  year  1676. 

"  The  providence,"  says  Dr.  Pemberton,  "  that  occa- 
sioned his  removal  to  this  place,  was  an  awful  judg- 
ment upon  the  whole  land ;  yet  it  was  eventually  a 
mercy  in  this  respect,  that  it  made  way  for  the  trans- 
lation of  this  bright  star  to  a  more  conspicuous  orb  > 
where  his  influence  was  more  extensive  and  beneficial ; 
and  in  this  it  was  a  great  blessing  to  this  congregation, 
to  this  town,  nay,  to  all  New-England."  '  Great  m- 
deed,  in  the  estimation  of  his  contemporaries,  must 
have  been  that  merit,  which  could  authorize  one  of  the 
wisest  of  them  to  intimate,  that  his  removal  to  Boston 
was  any  compensation  for  the  disasters  of  that  terrible 
Indian  War  I  He  was  settled  as  a  colleague  with  Mr. 
Thacher,  the  first  minister  of  the  Old  South  Church, 

■  Pemberton's  SermooB,  p.  137. 
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April  10th,  1678,  (March  31st,  old  style);'  and  in  1700 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Pemberton  was  chosen  his  assistant. 

Notwithstanding  the  order  that  had  been  recently 
passed,  his  connexion  with  the  church  in  Boston  ap- 
pears to  have  been  continued  af^er  his  appointment  to 
the  charge  of  the  College;  and  this  circupistance  will 
probably  account  for  his  having  the  title  of  Vice-Pres- 
ident ;  and  never  having  been  inaugurated. '  He  offi- 
ciated as  President  six  years,  when  he  was  removed 
by  death,  September  1 2th,  1 707,  in  the  68th  year  of  his 
age.' 

The  sermon,  preached  on  the  death  of  this  eminent 
person,  by  his  colleague  Mr.  Pemberton,  is  referred  to 
by  some  distinguished  writers,  as  containing  "his  just 
character."  *  The  following  passage  is  a  brief  summary 
of  it :  "Id  him  bountiful  Heaven  was  pleased  to  cause  a 
concurrence  of  all  those  natural  and  acquired,  moral 
and  spiritual  excellencies,  which  are  necessary  to  con- 
stitute a  great  man,  a  profound  divine,  a  very  consider- 
able scholar,  and  an  heavenly  Christian.  In  the  light 
and  mfluence  of  these  perfections  be  appeared  as  a 
star  of  the  first  magnitude  in  the  orb  of  the  church." 
To  all  these  talents  and  accomplishments,  if,  indeed, 
not  included  in  them,  he  added  "  a  naturai  genius  and 
spirit,  which  seemed  superior  to  alt  narrow  and  selfish 
interests,"  and  "  a  native  modesty,  which  might  seem  to 
some  to  veil  the  brightness  of  some  of  his  public  ap- 
pearances ;  though  in  the  opinion  of  others  it  was  but  a 

1  Mass.  HibU  CoU.  IX.  p.  1U3,  First  Series. 

^  [At  Uiiaplice  Mr.  Peirce  has  made  the  rollowing  note,  in  penc3, 
on  the  mnrgin  of  his  Haniucript:  "Enquire  farther  about  this." — Edit.] 

^Eliol's  Biognpbical  Dictionarj,  art.  &  ffUkmL  "Me  was  taken 
at  dinner  in  his  study,  lo  that  he  quickly  grew  deliriooa."  —  Chief  Jostics 
Sewall's  MS.  Diary,  undtr  date  of.aprH  9tt,  1707. 

*  Dr.  Bewail,  Mr.  Prince,  Dr.  Chauncy. 
10 
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foil  to  his  greater  excellencies." '  The  Rev.  John 
Barnard  of  Marblehead,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Stiles,  says, 
"He  was  an  hard  student,  of  great  learning  for  that 
day,  of  a  clear  head,  solid  judgment,  excellent  both  in 
preaching  and  in  prayer,  an  exemplary  Chrisdan,  pleas- 
ant in  conversation,  whose  name  is  had  in  remem- 
brance among  us,  and  his  works  praise  him."  ' 

His  publications  were  numerous.  "No  divine,"  says 
Dr.  Eliot,  ^'  except  Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  in  this  coun- 
try, prepared  more  works  for  the  press;  and  they 
were  all  calculated  to  do  honor  to  the  wnter,  and  edify 
pious  people."'  They  were  principally,  sermons, 
and  tracts  on  controversial  divinity.  He  wrote  also  on 
witchcraft;  and  was  one  of  the  few  clei^ymen,  who 
stemmed  the  torrent  of  delusion  in  1692.  His  largest 
work,  entided,  "  A  Compleat  Body  of  Divinity  "  &,c., 
was  published  in  1726.  It  is  said  to  have  been  the 
first  folio  volume  of  divinity  that  was  printed  in  the 
country.*  The  preface  is  signed  by  Joseph  SewaU 
and  Thomas  Prince,  two  of  the  most  eminent  divines 
and  scholars  in  the  province ;  and,  in  recommending 
the  work,  they  might  well  observe,  "  We  need  only 
say  — '  T  is  Mr.  WUlar^s  " ;  for,  surely,  a  more  deci- 
sive proof  can  hardly  be  imagined'  of  a  man's  credit  in 
the  world,  and  of  the  value  attached  to  his  petforman- 
ces,  than  the  mere  fact,  that  a  folio  volume  containing 
more  than  900  pages  of  speculative  theclc^y,  should 
have  issued  from  the  press  nineteen  years  after  the 
author's  death !  A  late  Orthodox  writer,  in  speaking  of 
this  work,  observes,  "  Though  it  appears  under  some  of 
the  disadvantages  usually  attending  posthumous  publi- 
cadons,  it  must  be  allowed  to  possess-great  merit  Few 

I  PembertoD's  Sgiiuoiih,  pp.  131, 1:12. 

s  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.  X.  p.  168,  First  Series. 

3  Eliot's  Biog.  Diet  srt.  JVUlard.  «  See  its  Preface,  p.  u 
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systems  of  theoretic  and  practical  divinity  are  to  be 
found,  even  at  the  present  day,  exlubiting  such  a  vari- 
ety of  matter,  such  a  compass  and  depth  of  thought,  and 
such  an  intimate  acquEuntance  with  the  word  of  God." ' 
The  importance  of  a  name  is,  also,  somewhat  dis- 
cernible in  the  following  anecdote, ;  though,  no  doubt, 
the  whimsical  occurrence  was  very  much  owing  to  the 
cause  assigned  by  the  writer.  The  Rev.  Samuel  Treat 
of  Eastbam  married  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Willard,  and 
was  sometimes  invited  to  preach  in  his  pulpit.  "Mr. 
Willard  possessed  a  graceful  delivery,  a  masculine  and 
harmonious  voice ;  and  though  he  did  not  g^  much 
reputation  by  his  '  Body  of  Divinity '  which  is  fre- 
quently sneered  at,  particularly  by  titose  who  have  not 
read  it,  yet  in  his  sermons  are  strength  of  thought 
and  energy  of  language.  The  natural  consequence 
was,  that  he  was  generally  admired.  Mr.  Treat,  hav- 
ing preached  one  of  his  best  discourses  to  the  congre- 
gation of  his  father-in-law,  in  his  usual  unhappy  manner, 
excited  universal  disgust;  and  several  nice  judges 
waited  on  Mr.  Willard,  and  begged  that  Mr.  Treat, 
who  was  a  worthy,  pious  man,  it  was  true,  but  a 
wretched  preacher,  might  never  be  invited  into  his  pul- 
pit again.  To  this  request  Mr.  Willard  made  no  re- 
ply: but  he  desired  his  son-in-law  to  lend  him  the 
discourse ;  which  being  let^  with  him  he  delivered  it, 
without  alteration,  to  his  people  a  few  weeks  after. 
The  hearers  were  charmed ;  they  flew  to  Mr.  Wilhird, 
and  requested  a  copy  for  the  press.  See  the  diffe- 
rence, they  cried,  between  yourself  and  your  son-in- 
law  ;  you  have  preached  a  sermon  on  the  same  text  as 

1  PuopliBt,  m.  pp.  100,  101. 
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Mr.  Treat's ;  but  whilst  lus  was  contemptible,  yours  is 
excellent*"    " 

If  this  story  detracts  from  Mr.  Willard's  merits  in 
one  respect,  it  adds  as  much  to  them  in  another ;  if  it 
casts  any  doubt  on  his  superioity  as  a  writer,  it  raises 
8  high  opinion  of  his  skill,  and  temper,  and  magnanimi- 
ty;  it  is,  in  fl  word,  a  specimen  of  that  true  toisdom, 
for  which  he  was  famous,  and  which  manifested  itself 
in  bis  government  of  the  College  and  in  the  various 
transactions,  in  which  he  was  engaged. 

In  the  early  part  of  his  presidency,  the  printing- 
establishment,  which  was  nearly  coeval  with  the  Col- 
lege, was  abandoned.  Samuel  Green,  who  had  con- 
ducted it,  with  great  reputation,  for  about  50  years, 
died  January  1st,  1702,  aged  87  years.  Soon  after 
his  decease  the  printing-materials  were  removed  from 
Cambridge ;  and  it  was  a  long  time  before  any  printmg 
was  done  in  this  place  again.' 

The  munificence  of  the  Hon.  William  Stoughton,  in 
erecting  the  building  called  by  his  name,  has  been  al- 


1  Uua.  Hist.  Coll.  Tin.  p.  182,  First  Series. 

B  1704  — "The  Boalon  News  Letter,  a  weebly  Gazette,  wu  fim 
pubjitbed  this  yeu.  TJiia  wu  the  first  News-paper  published  in 
America."  —  Holmes's  Annalt,  11.  p.  490 ;  and  Mau.  Hut.  Cofl.  V.  208, 
Ftrtl  Stria.  "Judge  Sewall  [MS.  Diary)  mentions,  that  he  went  to 
Cambridge  April  24,  and  tbntbe  gaTe  Mr.  Willard  [President]  the  fint 
NewB-Iielter  that  ever  was  carried  over  the  river."  —  Note  on  the  saoie 
page  of  Holmea'e  AmiaU. 

Printing  was  stopped  in  Cambridge  by  the  decease  of  Samuel  Green. 
Though  be  has  been  erroneoosly  mentioned  as  the  "  first  who  printed  in 
New  EngioDili  or  in  North  America,"  Dayc  bavmg  been  the  first,  yet 
he  begim  very  early.  "  Ho  was  unknown  as  a  printer  until  about  1649," 
He  was  a  printer  about  50  years.  Printing  had  been  earned  on  in 
Cambridge  60  years.  He  was  printer  to  the  College  as  long  as  be  con- 
tinned  Lutfness.  "  Soon  afler  his  decease  the  printing-niaterialB  were 
removed  from  Cambridge,  and  probably  sold."  He  bad  nineteen  children 
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ready  noticed.  His  will,  m  1702,  contaioed  evidence 
of  bis  unabated  regard  for  the  interests  of  edu- 
cation, and  for  Harvard  College,  "  the  place,"  says  he, 
"of  my  first  public  education,  which  nursery  of  good 
learning  has  been  an  inesdoiable  blessing  to  the 
churches  and  people  of  God  in  this  wilderness,  and 
may  ever  continue  so  to  be,  if  this  people  continue  in 
the  favour  of  God."  Not  to  mention  the  provision  he 
makes  for  the  support  of  the  school  in  the  town  of 
Dorchester,  his  native  place,  nor  his  directions  for  the 
special  appropriation  of  a  part  of  the  revenue  of 
Sioughton  Hall,  he  bequeathed  a  pasture  in  Dorches- 
ter, containing  23  acres,  and  four  acres  of  marsh,  "  the 
income  of  both  to  be  exhibited^  m  the  first  place,  to  a 
scholar  of  the  town  of  Dorchester,  and  if  there  be  none 
such,  to  one  of  the  town  of  Milton,  and  ini  want  of 
such,  then  to  any  other  well  deserving,  that  shall  be 
most  needy." ' 

bf  two  wives.    He  had  the  commtmd  of  the  Cambridge.militin  company, 
was  man;  jears  town  clerk,  was  a  pious  and  benevoleat  man,  and  wu 
greatly  esteemed.  —  Thomas's  I&loiy  (jf  Prinimg,  L  pp.  235  -  S63. 
1  Donation  Book,  L 
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fering  Offices  and  Imploymeots,  and  devote  himself  to 
said  Work,  and  by  the  Divine  Help  be  a  very  able  and 
fajthfull  Instrument  to  promote  the  Holy  Religion  here 
practised  and  established,  by  instructing  and  fitting  for 
our  Pulpitts  and  Churches  and  other  publick  and  useful 
Services  such  as  shall  in  this  School  of  the  Prophets  be 
committed  to  his  Care  and  Chai'ge.  We  recommend 
the  said  Honorable  Person  as  our  President  to  your 
Excellency's  favorable  Acceptation,  and  pray  that  You 
would  present  him  to  the  Honorable  General  Assembly 
and  move  for  his  honorable  Subsistence. 

"  If  your  Excellency  thinks  fitt,  so  we  rest  your  Ei- 
cellencys  most  humble  servants. 

"Harvard  ColL  in  Cambridge,  Oct  28,  1707, 

JAMES  ALLEN,  Senior  Fellow." 

"Voted,  That  the  Revd.  Mr.  Allen,  the  Senior 
Fellow,  sign  the  abbove  Address,  and  present  the  same 
to  his  Excellency,  in  the  name  of  the  Fellows  of  Har- 
yard  Colledge,  and  Mr.  Treasurer  with  the  Fellows 
living  in  Boston,  are  desu*ed  to  accompany  the  Revd. 
Mr.  Allen,  when  he  waits  upon  the  Govemour  with  the 
said  Address."  ^ 

At  the  time  when  the  General  Court  acted  upon 
this  application,  they  decided  a  point  of  no  less  im- 
portance, than  that  of  fixing  the  constitution  of  the 
College,  after  it  had  been  for  above  twenty  years  Jn  r, 
condition  of  hazardous  dependence  on  the  will  of  the 
civil  rulers.  The  several  attempts  to  obtain  a  new 
charter  having,  as  has  been  already  seen,  proved  abor- 
tive, and  there  bemg  no  prospect  of  succeeding  in  any 
liiture  attempt  of  the  kind,  the  inexpediency  of  keeping 

]  Mass.  UisU  Coll.  tV.  p.  64,  Second  Series. 
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the  institution  any  longer  in  an  unsettled  state  was 
now  so  obvious,  as  to  induce  a  recurrence  to  the  old 
charter  for  the  rule  of  its  future  governmenL  The 
General  Court  accordingly  voted,  in  December,  1707, 
that,  as  the  Act  of  1660,  establishing  the  Corporation 
of  Harvard  College,  had  "  not  been  repealed  or  nulled, 
the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  said  College  are 
directed  from  time  to  time,  to  regulate  themselves 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  Constitution  by  the  act 
prescribed."  They  also  granted  to  the  President  elect 
a  salary  of  1501,  "  to  be  pmd  annually  out  of  the  public 
treasury  during  his  continuance  in  said  ofiice,  resiling 
at  Cambridge  and  discharging  the  proper  duties  to  a 
President  belonging,  and  entirely  devoting  himself  to 
that  service."  ' 

So  loose  had  been  the  management  of  the  College, 
that,  at  the  time  this  vote  was  passed,  the  Corporation, 
if  it  might  be  called  by  that  name,  consisted  of  fourteen 
members.  The  number  was  now  reduced  to  that 
required  by  the  charter;  and  the  names  of  the  five 
fellows  retained  are  those  first  on  the  list  of  Sodi  in 
the  Triennial  Catalogue,  no  names  of  fellows,  before 
that  period,  being  found  in  that  list. 

Mr.  Leverett  "  was  by  the  Governor,  at  the  head  of 
the  Overseers,  declared  President  January  14,  1708." 

The  following  particulars  of  his  induction  into  office 
appear  in  the  Records  of  the  Overseers. 

"  Cambridge,  Wednesday,  January  14,  1707-8. 
Present  in  the  College  Library,  His  Excellency 
Joseph  Dudley,  Esq.  Governor. 

>  Frioce's  Conit.  of  Harr.  Coll.  p.  14. 
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"  OTKBSEERS. 

"Of  the  Honouroife  Covnai.     'Re  Reverend  SSmtten. 

James  Russell  Mr.  Wm.  Brattle,  Cambr. 

Samuel  Sewal  Mr.  Sim.  Bradstreet,  Gutrieit. 

Isa'c  Addington  Mr.  Beoj.  Wadsworth,  ^ 

John  Pliillipg  Mr.  EbeD.  Pembenon,  >  Boat. 

Joseph  Lynde,  Esqr's.  Mr.  Ben.  Colman,      "S 

"Eii'm  Hutchinson  Mr.  Samuel  Angier,  Wattrt. 

Pen  Townsead  Mr.  Jdo.  Danfortb,  Dorch. 
Andr.  Belcher 
Edw'd  Bromfield 
Kmeon  Stoddard 

"  FELLOWS    OF   THE   HOUSE.  RESIDENT   FELLOWS. 

Mr.  John  Leverett,  Prest^t.     Mr.  Heniy  Flynt 

Mr.  Neh.  Hobart  Mr.  Jona.  Remington 

Mr.  Wm.  Brattle    '  Mr.  John  Whiting 

Mr.  Ebeo.  Pemberton 

Mr.  Henry  Flynt 

Mr.  Jonath.  Remington 

Mr.  Th.  Brattle,  'Measurer. 

**  Hia  Excellency,  attended  by  Mr.  President,  the 
Oreraeere,  and  Fellows,  went  into  the  Hall,  and,  in 
presence  of  the  Schollars  and  a  numerous  company  of 
gentlemen,  from  several  parts,  declared  Mr,  Jno.  LeT- 
erett  to  be  the  Rev'd  President  of  Harrard  Colledge ; 
and,  delivering  him  the  books  and  keys,  put  the  care  of 
that  Seminary  into  lus  hands  agreeable  to  the  choice 
of  the  Fellows  of  the  House,  approbation  of  the  Over- 
seers, and  votes  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  in  their 
last  session,  with  the  usual  formalitys  du-ecting  him  to 
govern  that  House  and  the  Scholars  there  with  duty 
and  allegiance  to  our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen  and 
obedience  to  her  Majesty's  Laws," 

On  this  event  two  distinguished  clergymen  of  Boston, 
the  Rev.  bicrease  Mather,  and  his  son,  the  Rev.  Cotton 
Mather,  appear  to  have  lost  all  patience.    Between 
11 
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them,  and  Goveraor  Dudley  and  bis  friends,  great 
hostility  had  existed  for  several  years. 

Of  its  cause  and  virulence  some  idea  may  be  formed 
by  the  followmg  extract  from  Dr.  Cotton  Mather's 
private  diary : 

"June  16,  1702.  I  received  a  visit  from  Govemour 
Dudley.  Among  other  things  that  I  said  to  him  I  used 
these  words :  '  Sir,  you  arrive  to'  the  government  of  a 
people,  that  have  their  various  and  their  divided  appre- 
hensions about  many  things,  and  particularly  about 
your  own  government  over  them.  I  am  humbly  of 
opmion,  that  it  will  be  your  wisdom  to  carry  an  indiffer- 
ent nand  towards  all  parties,  if  I  may  use  so  coarse  a 
word  as  parlies ;  and  give  occasion '  to  none  to  say, 
that  any  have  monopohzed  you,  or  that  you  take  your 
measures  from  them  alone.  I  will  expUdn  myself  with 
the  freibdom  and  the  justice,  perhaps  not  with  the  pru- 
dence, that  you  may  expect  from  me.  I  will  do  no 
otherwise  than  I  would  be  done  to.  I  should  be  con- 
tent, I  would  approve  it  and  commend  it,  if  any  one 
should  say  to  your  Excellency,  By  no  means  let  any 
people  have  cause  to  say,  that  you  take  all  your  measures 
from  the  two  Mr.  Mathers.  By  the  same  rule  I  may 
say,  without  o£fence.  By  no  means  let  any  people  say, 
that  you  go  by  no  measurest  in  your  conduct,  but  Mr. 
Byjkl^s  and  Mr.  Leverett's.  Tliis  I  speak  not  from 
any  personal  prejudice  against  the  gentlemen ;  but 
from  a  due  consideration  of  the  disposition  of  the 
people,  and  as  a  service  to  your  Excellency.* 

"  The  WRETCH  went  unto  those  men  and  told  them 
that  I  had  advised  him  to  be  no  ways  advised  by  them ; 
and  inflamed  them  into  an  implacable  rage  against 


1  MuB.  Hist  CoU.  III.  p.  137,  First  Series. 


1707-1724.]      PRESIDENT   LETERETT.  83 

Notwithstanding  this,  Cotton  Mather,  consdous,  it 
should  seem,  of  his  great  talents  and  learning,  but  not 
of  his  equally  remarkable  defects,  had  expected,  through 
the  influence  probably  of  the  popular  party  in  the 
state,  to  be  made  president  of  the  College.  But  he 
was  disappointed;  Governor  Dudley  persuaded  his 
friend  Leverett  to  accept  the  office. 

Six  days  after  the  appointment  was  announced,  those 
gentlemen  wrote,  each  of  them,  a  most  acrimonious 
letter  to  the  Governor,  presenting  him  with  a  frightful 
picture  of  tus  character  and  conduct,  and  warning  him 
of  the  judgments  that  awwted  his  enormities.  The 
letters  were  most  extraordinary  ones  to  be  addressed 
to  the  chief  magistrate  of  a  country.  Well  might  Gov- 
ernor Dudley  say,  in  his  spirited  and  dignified  reply, 
'*The  contents,  both  as  to  matter  and  manner,  astonish 
me  to  the  last  degree.  I  must  think  you  have  ex- 
tremely forgot  your  own  station,  as  well  as  my  char- 
acter." There  is  littie  in  their  letters  respecting  the 
College ;  all  the  distinct  mention  of  it  is  in  the  follow- 
paragraph  from  the  elder  Mr.  Mather's.  "  I  am  afraid 
that  you  cannot  clear  yourself  from  the  guilt  of  much 
hypocrisy  and  falseness  in  the  affair  of  the  College. 
In  1686,  when  you  accepted  of  an  illegal,  arbitrary 
commission  from  the  late  King  James,  you  said,  that  the 
cow  was  dead,  and  therefore  the  calf  m  her  belly; 
meaning  the  charter  of  the  College  and  Colony. 
Tou  sud  (and  truly  enoygh),  that  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  that  government  to  constitute  a  corporation, 
it  being  contrary  to  a  maxim  in  law,  for  a  corporation 
to  make  a  coiporadon.  And  all  writers,  who  handle 
the  subject,  say,  that  a  College  cannot  he  erected 
without  sovereign  authority.  But  how  much  have 
you  of  late,  to  serve  a  design,  said  and  done  contrary 
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to  your  former  assertions !  What  an  happiness  would 
it  hare  been  to  the  country,  and  a  glory  to  the  College, 
to  have  had  what  was  by  the  General  Assembly  in  my 
Lord  Bellamont's  time,  sent  to  and  confirmed  by  the 
royal  authority.  It  is  your  fault.  Sir,  that  it  has  not 
been  done.  For  both  Mr.  Biaithwait  and  Mr.  Phips 
wrote,  that,  if  you  desired  it,  the  tiling  would  be  im- 
mediately dispatched.  You  promised  me  you  would 
endeavour  it ;  yet  some  of  the  representatives  told  me 
at  the  same  time,  that  you  promised  them  the  con- 
tairy.  And  I  have  been  informed,  that  you  have 
discouraged  the  matter  from  proceeding  by  letters 
home.  Alas !  Sir,  your  friends  are  not  faithful  as  they 
ought  to  be.  Some,  whom  you  have  promoted,  will 
backbite  you,  and  say  you  are  the  tialsest  man  in  the 
world.  But  which  of  them  have  attended  the  divine 
precept.  Lev.  xix.  17." 

Though,  in  the  catalogue  of  the  Governor's  mis- 
deeds, lus  ovetrulmg  Mr.  Mauler's  pretensions  to  the 
presidency  is  not  distinctly  noted,  it  is  manilest,  not 
only  from  the  tone  of  the  letters,  and  from  the  drcum- 
stances  attending  them,  but  fit)m  some  passages  in  the 
Governor's  reply,  that  this  was  the  particular  occasion 
of  thdr  being  written.  In  one  place  the  Governor 
says;  "Every  one  can  see  through  the  pretence,  and 
is  able  to  account  for  the  spring  of  these  letters,  and 
how  they  would  have  been  prevented,  without  ea^ng 
any  grievances  you  complain  of."  In  anoUier:  •*!  . 
desire  you  will  keep  your  station,  and  let  fifty  or 
sixty  good  ministers,  your  equals  b  the  Province, 
have  a  share  in  the  government  of  the  CoUege,  and 
advise  thereabouts  as  well  as  yourselves,  and  I  hope 
all  will  be  weiL"  Again  :  "  I  am  an  honest  man,  and 
hare  lived  religiously  these  forty  years,  to  the  satis- 
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fection  of  the  ministers  in  New  England ;  and  your 
wrath  against  me  is  cruel,  and  will  not  be  justified. 
A  few  days  before  the  fleet  arrived,  by  your  confer-  . 
ence  and  letters,  I  was,  you  told  me,  in  faror  of  all 
good  men,  and  might  expect  the  consolation  of  a 
feithful  stewardship ;  but  now  the  letter  in  the  Ob- 
serrator  must  be  defended,  and  the  College  must  be 
disposed  against  the  opmion  of  all  the  ministers  in 
New  England,  except  yourselves,  or  the  Govemour 
torn  in  pieces.  This  is  the  view  I  have  of  your  in- 
ctinalioD.'* ' 

Governor  Dudley's  desir^  seems  to  have  been" 
satisfied.  Those  two  eminent  men  seldom  or  never 
attended  the  meetmgs  of  the  Overseers,  during  Presi- 
dent Leverett's  time ;  and,  though  Cotton  Mather 
had  been  named  as  a  member  of  the  Corporation  in 
.  some  or  all  of  the  acts  of  the  General  Court,  by  which 
the  number  of  the  Fellows  was  increased,  and  there- 
fore has  Socius  affixed  to  his  name  in  the  College 
Catalogue,  he  was  not  elected  into  that  body  under  the 
Act  of  1650 ;  "  but  he  had  the  mortification  to  see  Dr. 
Colman  and  Mr.  Bratde,  men  who  were  not  even 
on  fiiendly  terms  with  him,  members  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, and  all  College  affairs  under  their  influence.  He 
complamed  bitterly  of  this  thing  in  his  diaries."' 

There  j^ipears  to  have  been  no  reason  to  regret  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Leverett.  From  all  the  accounts 
and  documents  we  have,  it  was  the  most  judicious  and 
fortunate  one  that  could  have  been  made.  i£s  pre»- 
dency  was  successful  and  brilliant  There  was  much, 
it  is  true,  in  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  and  in 
the   arrangements  of  Providence,   that  was  on  the 

I  Han.  Hut.  CoIL  in.  pp.  136-137. 
■  Eliot'i  Biog.  Diet,  art  LttxreM,  p.  396. 
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whole  propitious  to  the  interests  of  the  College  at  that 
period.  Massachusetts,  notwithstanding  its  political 
dotations,  being  freed  from  the  ravages  of  Indian 
wars,  excepting  in  its  remote  settlements,  and  no 
longer  sufferiug  the  miseries  of  arbitrary  rule,  was 
advancing  in  wealth  and  population.  Hence  an  ac- 
cession to  the  College  of  patronage  and  of  students. 
Even  th?  estabUshment  of  a  rival  institution,  in  Yale 
College,  founded  in  1700,  though  it  occasioned  some 
diversion  from  Cambridge  to  New  Haven,  had  proba- 
bly on  the  whole  a  favorable  influence  on  this  ancient 
seat  of  learning. 

But  the  bounty  of  Heaven  descends  with  effect 
only  on  a  soil  which  is  prepared  to  receive  it  To 
keep  the  growth  of  the  College  on  a  level  with  that 
of  die  country,  required  not  only  the  fostering  care 
of  the  public  and  the  mimiflcence  of  individuals,  but, 
in  those  who  had  the  management  of  its  concerns, 
wisdom,  talents,  zeal,  energy ;  and  these  qualities  were 
displayed  in  an  eminent  degree  by  President  Leverett 
and  hb  coadjutors. 
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The  property  of  the  College  received,  durmg  this 
period,  accessions  from  different  persons  and  in  va- 
rious ways. 

Captain  Kchard  Sprague  of  Chariestown,  in  1703, 
bequeathed  to  the  College,  "  the  sum  of  fom-  hundred 
pounds  in  money,  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  public 
benefit  of  the  same." 

The  following  persons  made  contributions  to  the 
fund  for  exhibitions  to  indigent  students. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Danforth  bequeathed  three  leases 
of  land  in  Frammgham,  which  were  sold  in  1764,  for 
£100.  Benjamm  Brown  bequeathed,  in  1708,  .£200 
currency,  the  income  of  which  was  to  be  employed 
for  the  support  of  indigent  scholars,  those  belon^g  to 
Salem  to  have  the  preference. 

Major  William  Brown  bequeathed,  in  1716,  j£100, 
the  income  of  which  was  to  be  employed  for  the  ed- 
ucation of  his  posterity,  or,  if  there  were  none  such, 
any  indigent  Salem  scholar. 

The  Rev.  William  Brattle,  minister  of  Cambridge 
left  by  will,  in  1717,  £250,  "the  income  to  be  paid  to 
one  or  more  students  to  be  nominated  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Fellows,  unless  sEud  students  be  nominated 
by  some  of  his  kindred  by  blood." 

Col  Samuel  Brown  (also  called  the  Hon.  Samuel 
Brown),  in  1720,  gave  £150  "towards  supportmg  his 
posteri^,  or,  if  there  were  none  such  at  College,  then 
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some  poor  scholars,  especially  such  as  belong  to  Sa- 
lem." He  also  bequeathed  £60  for  purchasing  a 
handsome  piece  of  plate  for  the  College,  "  with  his 
coat  of  arms  upon  it " ;  also  his  estate  in  Hopkinton, 
containing  about  200  acres,  the  income  to  be  apphed 
to  the  m^ntenance  of  indigent  students,  especially 
sufh  as  might  be  recommended  by  his  sons  and  their 
posterity.  These  lands  were  afterwards  sold,  pro- 
bably to  the  Trustees  of  the  Hopkins  fund. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Gibbs,  of  Watertown,  bequeathed, 
in  1722,  i^lOO,  the  interest  to  be  employed  for  the 
benefit  of  his  posterity  in  preference  to  other. 

C^t  Ephr^m  Flynt,  of  Concord,  m  1 723,  left  by 
will  <£100,  for  the  benefit  of  poor  scholars,  preference 
to  be  given  to  the  posterity  of  his  cousin  Flynt  of 
Concord,  or  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hancock  of  Lexington. 

Thomas  Brattle, 'Esq.,  (who  died  in  1713)  be- 
queathed, m  1712,^200  "towards  the  maintenance 
of  a  Master  of  Arts,  especially  one  skilled  in  mathe- 
matics, such  as  are  akin  to  him  by  blood  to  be  pre- 
ferred." The  interest  of  this  legacy  was  afterwards 
granted  to  the  Professor  of  Mathematics. 

"The  Rev.  Daniel  Williams,  D.  D.,  in  1716,  gave  his 
estate  in  Essex  to  the  Society  for  New-England,  cm 
condition  that  il60  per  annum  be  given  to  two  itiner- 
ant preachers  in  the  West  Indies,  and  the  reminder 
to  the  College  in  Cambridge,  to  promote  the  conver- 
sion of  the  Indians ;  and  if  the  Society  be  prevented 
from  nominating  said  itinerants,  he  bequeathed  the 
£60  to  the  College."  From  this  bequest  the  College 
now  possesses  a  fund  of  $13,000,  which  has  been  de- 
posited with  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  Life  Insurance 
Company,  and  the  income  of  which  is  paid  to  a  min- 
ister and  schoolmaster  employed  in  instructing  the 
Indians. 
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The  proprietors  of  the  town  of  Rutland  granted  for 
the  College,  ia  1718,  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
land  in  that  township. 

In  1719,  theGreneral  Court  ordered  two  towns  to 
be  laid  out  on  the  westerly  side  of  Groton,  and  260 
acres  in  each  to  be  reserved  for  Harvard  College. 
These  lots  were  afterwards  laid  out,  one  in  Lunenburg, 
which  was  sold,  in  1774,  for  ^£120 ;  and  the  other  in 
Townsend;  but  "this  tract  falhng  mto  New  Hamp- 
shire, the  General  Court  gave  the  College  an  interest 
in  a  township  granted  to  Joseph  Sartel  and  others  m 
the  western  parts  of  this  province."  John  Frizzle,  Esq. 
gave  £160;  and,  in  1723,  "Madam  Mary  Salloa- 
stall,  lady  to  the  Hon.  Governor  Saltonstall,  presented, 
as  a  token  of  ber  regard  for  Harvard  College,  one 
hundred  pounds."  It  will  be  seen  that  this  lady 
afterwards  made  a  much  larger  donation  to  the  Col- 
lege. 

Two  of  the  benefactors  before  mentioned,  Thomas 
Brattle,  Esq.,  and  the  Rev.  William  Bratde,  have 
claims  to  a  respectful  notice  in  a  work  of  this  sort,  on 
Other  accounts.  These  gentlemen  were  brothers,  and 
alumni  of  Harvard  College.  Both  of  them  were  emi- 
nent for  their  talents  and  virtues ;  both  were  enlight- 
ened, liberal,  benevolent,  and  public-spirited  men; 
and,  what  is  more  particularly  to  our  purpose,  both 
were  warm  friends  of  Harvard  Ct^lege,  and  rendered 
it  important  services.  Mr.  Thomas  Bratde  was  Treas- 
urer of  the  College,  from  1693  till  his  death  in  1713, 
when  it  lost  one  of  its  most  valuable  ofiScers.  "  He 
was  an  eminent  merchant  of  Boston,  a  benefactor  to 
the  poor,  and  a  useful,  as  well  as  opulent  citizen. 
From  him  one  of  the  streets  took  its  name ;  and  he 
was  the  principal  founder  of  BratUe-Street  Church.** 
12 
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His  superiority  to  the  prejudices  and  weaknesses  of 
the  age  in  which  he  lived,  is  strikii^ly  manifested  in 
an  account  which  he  wrote  Octobers,  1692,  of  "the 
delusion  called  witchcraft,"  then  prevailing  in  New- 
England,  and  which,  being  "  too  plain  and  just  to  be 
published  in  those  unhappy  times,"  lay  in  manuscript 
till  the  year  1798,  when  it  was  printed  in  that  most 
valuable  repository,  the  "  Collections  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Historical  Society." '  It  exhibits  the  writer  to 
great  advantage,  as  a  Christian  and  a  wise  man. 

The  Rev.  William  BratUe  was  a  classmate  of  Presi- 
dent Leverett's ;  they  were  tutors  in  conjunction  for 
a  number  of  years;  and,  what  is  very  remarkable, 
they,  together  with  Mr.  Thomas  BratUe,  had  the  rare 
distinction  of  being  elected  Fellows  of  the  Royal  So- 
dety  of  London,  ■ 

1  Eliot's  Biog.  Qict,  art  T.  BratOe.  tiaau.  Hist  ColL  V.  p.  61, 
FintBenta. 

'  All  tibe  alomni  of  this  College,  who,  accordinf;  to  the  Catalogue, 
have  bad  that  honor  conferred  upon  them,  are  the  foUowing : 
Cotton  Uather,  graduated  in     .    1676. 

John  Leverett, 1680. 

■William  Brattle, 1680. 

Paul  Dudley,     ■ 1690. 

John  ^SHotlmip, 1700. 

John  Wiathroi^ 1733. 

Jamea  Bowdoin, 1745. 

It  appears  by  the  Uanachuaettfl  Historical  CoUectione,  (V.  p.  61, 
Fiirt  Series,)  that  it  wu  alao  conferred  on  Tbomta  Brattle,  who  waa 
graduated  in  1676L 

It  ia  worthy  of  remark,  that  these  all  belonged  to  Husachuaetts, 
except  the  John  Winthrop,  first  named,  who  was  grandson  of  the  first 
governor  of  Connecticut. 

Four  or  fire  other  Americans,  not  alomni  of  the  College,  but  whose 
names  are  found  on  the  Catalogue -among  those  which  hare  honorary 
degrees  affixed  to  them,  hare  been  elected  into  that  illustrious  body  ; 
two  of  them, 

Benjamin  FianUin,  and 
Nathaniel  Bowdttch. 


n,g,t,7.cbyGOOglC 


1707-1720.]  PRBSIDEVT   USVEBETT.  91 

In  1696,  Mr.  Brattle  was  settled  as  pastor  of  the 

church  in  Cambridge;  but  retained  his  connexion 
with  the  College,  as  Fellow  of  the  Corporation,  till  his 
death,  in  1717,  when  his  place  was  filled  by  his  friend 
Dr.  Cohnan.  "  He  was  a  generous  patron  of  leammg, 
and  long  a  father  of  the  College."  The  interest  which 
he  took  in  the  students,  while  a  tutor,  was  manifested 
very  remarkably  at  a  time  when  the  small-pox  pre^ 
Tailed  among  them.  Inoculation  was  not  then  known; 
and,  though  he  had  not  had  that  terrible  disorder  him- 
self he  rem^ed  firmly  at  his  post,  and  visited  the 
sick  students.  "  So  dear  was  his  charge  to  him,  that 
he  ventured  his  life  for  them,  ministering  both  to  their 
souls  and  bodies ;  for  he  was  a  skilfiil  physician  to 
both."  At  length  he  took  the  disorder;  but  it  was 
mUd,  and  he  happily  recovered. 

Mr.  Brattle,  like  his  friend  Leverett,  i^pears  to  have 
had  little  ambition  of  being  distinguished  as  an  author. 
The  only  work  he  is  known  to  have  published,  was 
a  system  of  Ic^c,  entitled,  "  Compendium  Logicae, 
secundum  Principia  D.  Renati  Cartesii  plenunque 
efformatum,  et  catechistic^  propositum."  ^  "  This  pass- 
ed through  several  editions.  It  was  studied  in  Ctd- 
lege  till  the  year  1765,  and  is  now  valued  by  men  of 
learning  as  an  excellent  compendious  system ;  but  is 
found  only  among  rare  and  curious  books." ' 


To  these  may  be  added  another  of  the  glorioiu  progeny  of  M&sn- 
cboBetts,  who,  though  his  name  ia  not  found  on  the  Catalogue,  was, 
•8  will  he  seen  hereaner,  one  of  the  most  munificent  beoefactora  of 
tLe  College,  Benjamin  Thompson,  Count  Rnmford. 

Of  eveij  one  of  the  above  eminent  persona  it  may  be  truly  said, 
"jdarihus  nominibus  honorwdus." 

>  Eliot's  Biog.  Diet  p.  66. 
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His  funeral  took  place  on  the  20th  of  February,  a 
day  rendered  memorable  by  the  commencement  of  a 
storm,  called  the  great  snow  storm.^  The  snow  was 
so  deep,  that  the  magistrates  and  ministers,  who  at- 
tended on  the  occasion,  were  detained  in  Cambridge 
several  days. 

The  same  week  in  which  Mr.  William  Brattle  died, 
the  College  was  deprived  of  another  of  its  brightest 
ornaments  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Pem- 
berton.  He  had  been  a  tutor,  and  was  many  years  a 
fellow  of  the  corporation.  A  volume  of  his  sermons, 
printed  after  his  decease,  in  the  opinion  of  Dr.  EUot, 
"would  do  honor  to  any  preacher  of  the  present 
age."  '  In  the  services  of  the  pulpit,  Dr.  Cohnan  de- 
scribes him  to  have  been  "  all  flames,  and  zeal,  and 
earnestness,"  while  his  friend  Brattle  was  "  calm,  and 
soft,  and  melting." 

A  happy  union  of  views  and  of  engagements  sub- 
sisted among  all  these  eminent  and  accomplished 
men ;  and  to  each  of  them  it  was  no  small  praise,  that 
the  others  were  his  friends. 

Among  those  who  greatly  promoted  the  inter- 
ests of  the  College,  by  giving  it  their  care  and 
attention,  may  be  mentioned  Governor  Joseph  Dudley, 
who  died  in  1720.  The  life  of  this  great  man  belongs 
to  the  history  of  his  country.  "  He  was  a  man  of  rare 
endowments  and  shining  accomplishments,  a  singular 
honour  to  his  country,  and  in  many  respects  the  glory 
of  it."  *    Having  been  educated  at  Harvard  College, 

iHolDoea'a  Hist  Cambridge,  in  Mosa.  Hist.  Coll.  VTI.  pp.  55-5d, 
First  Series. 

»  Eliol's  Biog.  Diet,  art.  Fen^rton.  Holmes's  Hiet  Cambridge, 
ubi  supT. 

3  Boflton  NewB-Letter. 
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he  always  retained  for  his  alma  mater  an  affectionate 
regard. '  It  was,  do  doubt,  fortunate  for  this  institu- 
tion that  so  warm  a  friend  to  it  had  so  much  power  in 
the  country,  after  the  province  charter  was  annulled  in 
1686.  It  was  most  probably  his  protection,  which 
saved  it  from  injury  in  that  dark  and  dangerous  crisis. 
He  proved  himself  equally  its  friend  during  the  -pe- 
riod of  more  than  thirteen  years  he  was  governor 
under  the  new  charter.  "He  honored  and  loved  that 
his  mother,  and  was  wont  to  say  of  her,  'that  he 
knew  no  better  place  to  begin  the  forming  of  a  good 
and  worthy  man,  only  be  wished  us  the  advantage  of 
the  great^  Universities  in  our  nation  to  finish  and  per- 
fect us.' 

"When  he  came  to  the  government  here,  every 
body  saw  how  he  preferred  Uie  Sons  of  the  College 
and  men  of  learning  in  the  commissions'  he  gave ;  to 
which  some  good  judges  have  imputed  the  toonderJiU 
growth  of  the  College  since  that  day ;  for  they  saw 
that  (c£teris  paribus)  to  be  capable  was  the  way  to  be 
vteful,  and  to  come  to  honor."  " 

Previously  to  the  occasion,  which  drew  from  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Cotman  this  observation  respecting  "the 
wonderful  growth  of  the  College,"  the  number  of 
students  had  increased  to  such  a  degree,  that  notwith- 

I  Boston  NewB-Ijetter,  added  to  Colniui's  Sermon.  —  "In  hia  yoath 
he  was  educated  at  the  Free  School  in  Cambridge,  under  the  famous 
MasteT  Coria ;  from  thence  he  went  to  the  College  in  Cambridge,  and 
there  took  his  degrees  in  the  preaidentship  of  Mr-  Charles  Chauncjr," 
He  proceeded  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1665.  "  He  is  second  in  the  dasa, 
Benjamin  Eliot,  son  of  the  apoetia  £liDt,  being  first  As  thej  placed 
the  studenta  according  to  their  parentnge,  irhj  was  not  the  son  of  a 
Govemorthe  first  ?"—Eliol'a  Biog.Did.f.  157. 

This  Governor  Dudley's  father,  it  will  t>e  recollected,  waa  Governor 
Thomaa  Dudley,  one  of  the  first  settlera  of  &~ 

'  ColiDan's  Funeral  Sermon,  p.  145. 
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standing  the  erection  of  Stoughton  Hall  less  than 
twenty  years  before,  another  building  was  required  for 
their  acccommodation.  An  election  sermon,  preached 
in  1718,  by  the  same  zealous  and  enlightened  friend 
of  the  institution,  contiuos  an  earnest  appeal  to  the 
government  upon  this  subject.  "  Whatever  decays," 
said  he,  "  the  Province  languishes  under  in  other  re- 
spects, the  College  seems  to  renew  its  youth,  and  has 
been  sending  out  of  late  a  vigorous  issue,  who  in 
brightness  of  parts,  and  also  in  virtue,  promise  to 
excel  And  now  we  have  the  joy  to  come  before 
you,  our  civil  fathers,  as  the  sons  of  the  prophets  once 
did  to  Elisha,  saying,  Behold  now  the  place  is  too 
strait  for  the  increased  number  of  your  sons !  will  you 
please  to  enlarge  the  house  for  them  to  dwell  in  1  We 
trust  you  will  kindly  answer  so  reasonable,  so  wel- 
come a  desire ;  and  most  readily  build  on  a  founda- 
tion which  our  fathers  laid,  and  which  our  God  has 
signally  blessed."  ^ 

Prosperity  often  requires  the  aid  of  bounty  and 
power,  as  well  as  adversity.  The  Overseers  applied 
to  the  General  Ciaurt  for  relief  under  this  burthen  of 
public  favor.  Their  application  was  readily  met  in  a 
manner  most  beneficial  to  the  College,  and  honorable 
to  the  government ;  and  in  1720  "a  fine  and  goodly 
house "  of  brick  was  erected,  at  an  expense  to  the 
Province  of  ^3500.'  An  address,  signed  by  John 
Leverett,  in  the  name  of  the  President  and  Fellows, 
was  presented,  Nov.  18th,  1720,  by  the  President  in 
person,  accompanied  by  two  of  the  Fellows,  to  lus 
Excellency  Governor  Shute,  and  to  the  Honorable  his 
Majesty's  Council  and  House  of  Representatives,  in 

1  Colmui's  Elect.  Sermon-  ■  CoQ.  Records. 
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thankful  acknowledgment  of  this  favor  to  the  College. 
This  buildmg,  which  received  the  name  of  Masscichu- 
aetta  HaU,  is  still  in  a  good  state  of  preservation,  and 
is  the  oldest  of  the  large  College  buildings  yet  stand- 
ing. 

This  noble  addition  to  the  accommodations  for  the 
residence  of  the  students,  was  soon  followed  by  a 
corresponding  increase  of  those  means  of  instruction, 
which  properly  constitute  a  University.' 

>  By  the  following  extracts  from  the  Records  of  tha  OverseerB,  it 
appena  that  the  time  of  holding  the  annunl  Commencement,  which  had 
long  been  the  Srat  Wednesday  in  July,  was  altered  in  1714. 

"At  a  meeting,  &o.,  July  7, 1714,  Mr.  President  propounding,  that, 
on  consideration  of  the  excessive  best  of  the  weather,  and  other  in- 
conveniences attending  the  holding  the  Commencement  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  July,  the  time  might  be  altered,  it  was  voted,  that 
honcofortb  the  CommeocemeDt  be  het4  upon  the  last  Wednesday  of 
August  yearly." 
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The  College  had  already  begun  to  engage  Uie 
attention  of  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  families, 
that  Providence  ever  raised  up  for  the  benefit  of  the 
human  race.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say,  that  I 
allude  to  the  family  of  Hollis  ;  a  family,  whose  mem- 
bers, in  its  several  branches,  and  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury, employed  the  fruits  of  their  industry  and  economy, 
m  foimding  charities,  erecting  churches,  endowing 
seminaries  of  learning,  and  supplying,  in  various  ways, 
at  home  and  abroad,  with  litde  regard  to  sect  or  party, 
the  moral,  intellectual,  and  physical  wants  of  their  fel- 
low-men. 

Several  of  these  excellent  persons  were  benefactors 
of  Harvard  College.  The  first  and  largest  one  was 
Thomas  Holhs,  Esq^  Merchant  of  London,  the  oldest 
son  of  a  distmguished  philanthropist  of  the  same  name. 
He  began  his  services  to  the  College  as  the  agent  for 
another  person.  "It  appears  that  Robert  Thomer 
left  several  legacies  for-  charitable  purposes,  and 
among  the  rest  one  for  Harvard  College,  and  ap- 
pointed his  nephew,  Mr.  Hollis,  one  of  the  Trustees. 
When  Dr.  Increase  Mather  and  his  son  were  in  Lon- 
don in  1690,  Mr.  Hollis  gave  them  a  minute  of  his 
uncle's  wiU ;  but  told  them  it  would  be  many  years 
before  the  bequest  would- become  due,  and  intimated 
that  they  might  possibly  hear  from  him  sooner." 
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The  immediate  occaaon  of  his  own  benefactions 
seems  to  hare  been  furnished  bj  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cohnan 
of  Boston.  WhUe  this  gentleman  **  was  pursuing  the 
recovery  of  a  legacy  of  i!l60  sterling,  for  two  poor 
orphans,  in  the  years  1717  and  1718,  his  letters  fell  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Hollis,  whose  heart  was  devising 
liberal  things ; "  and  the  consequence  was,  that  from 
that  time  the  main  course  of  bis  bounty  was  directed 
towards  New  England,  and  particularly  Harvard  Col- 
lege. **His  first  letter  bears  date  -March  2,  1719, 
and  is  addressed  to  '  Mr.  Increase  Mather,  formerly 
President  of  Harvard  College,  or  to  the  gentleman 
who  is  now  President  thereof.  *  It  contained  an  in- 
voice o(  twelve  casks  of  nails  and  one  cask  of  cudery, 
consigned  to  John  Gilbert  &.  Co.  of  Boston,  with  an 
order  to  pay  over  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  College." 
He  continued  making  remittances  after  that  for  about 
nine  years.  They  consisted  of  various  kinds  of  hard- 
ware^ of  arms,  and  bills  of  exchange ;  the  proceeds 
of  which,  agreeably  to  his  directions,  were  so  invested, 
as  to  constitute  a  permanent  fund  for  the  support  of 
ten  poor  scholars,  a  Professor  of  Divinity,  and  a  Pro- 
fessor of  Mathematics  and  Natural  Philosophy ;  the 
scholars  to  receive  each  ten  pounds  currency  per  an- 
num, and  the  professors  each  a  salary  of  .£80  currency, 
or  £26  sterling.  He  was  so  exact  as  to  make  pro- 
vi^on  for  his  treasurer's  pay,  which  was  to  be  £20 
currency  a  year.  His  bounty  was  also  extended  to 
the  Library  and  Philosophical  Apparatus,  which  were 
enriched  by  valuable  presents.  The  aggregate  of  his 
donations  was  not  much,  if  at  all,  short  of  £2000  ster- 
ling. So  large  an  amount  was  never  given  to  the 
College  before  by  any  one  in^vidual ;  and  when  it  is 
considered  that  all  this  came  from  a  stranger  in  a  dis- 
13 
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taot  land,  from  one  of  the  then  "  poor  despised  Bap- 
tists," during  the  lifetime  of  the  donor,  and  at  a  time 
when  the  value  of  money  was  rasdy  greater  than  it  is 
now,  what  breast  does  not  glow  with  grateful  admira- 
tion 1  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  difference  in 
the  value  of  money  then  and  now,  by  conaidering  that 
'  the  salary  of  a  professor  was  at  firstonly  ;£26  sterling, 
and  that  this  was  then  called  an  "  honorable  stipend." 
In  founding  the  ten  scholarships,  which  was  all  this 
good  man  seems  at  first  to  have  had  in  view,  he  di- 
rected that  the  incumbents  should  be  poor  students^ 
who  were  intended  for  the  ministry ;  that  none  should 
be  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  this-  charity,  for  b^ng 
Baptists ;  and  that  persons,  proposed  for  it,  should  be 
nominated  to  him,  -for  his  rejection  or  approval,  by  the 
Corporation,  who  were  earnestly  conjured  to  beware 
of  recommending  **  rakes  and  dunces." 

Mr.  Holiis  would  have  ranked  high  among  the 
benefactors  of  the  College,  had  he  done  no  more  than 
he  at  first  intended.  But  he  was  one  of  those  gener- 
ous spirits,  that  are  not  exhausted  by  a  single  effort ; 
who  feel  as  if  nothing  was  done  while  any  thing  re- 
mains to  be  done ;  and  whose  interest  in  the  object 
of  their  patronage  gathers  strength  by  every  succes- 
sive act  of  benevolence — 

"  Vires  ncqairit  eondo." 

He  entered  mto  a  correspondence  with  President 
Leverett  and  Dr.  Colman  on  the  concerns  of  this  in- 
stitution. Many  letters  passed  between  them.  He 
became  intimately  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the 
College,  with  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  con- 
ducted, and  particularly  with  its  wants.  On  its 
being  proposed  to  him  by  President  Leverett,  to  found 
a  Divinity  Professorship,  "  he  expressed  his  surprise 
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that  tlus  had  not  been  provided  for  before,  but  took 
the  motion  into  consideration,  thinking  it,  as  he  said, 
*  a  particular  call  of  Providence.' "  The  result  was  a 
determination  "  to  lay  this  great  foundation,"  which 
was  carried  into  execution  in  1721 ;  and  the  first  pro- 
fessorship in  Harvard  College  and  in  this  country  bears 
the  name  of  HOLLIS. 

Mr.  Hdlis*s  benefactions  to  the  CoUege  were  now 
considered  so  important,  that  President  Leverett  gave 
a  formal  account  of  them,  in  person,  to  the  General 
Court ;  and  a  letter  of  thanks,  drawn  up  by  a  most 
respectable  committee  of  both  houses,  was  voted  to 
be  sent  to  him. 

One  of  the  articles  in  Mr.  HoUis's  Rules  and  Or- 
ders has  been  the  foundation  of  a  controversy  between 
the  Calvinists  and  Unitarians,  which  has  not  yet 
ceased.  The  article  is  this :  "  That  the  person, 
dlkosen  from  time  to  time  to  be  a  professor,  be  a  man 
of  solid  learning  in  Divinity,  of  sound  or  orthodox 
principles,  one  who  is  well  gifted  to  teach,  of  a  sober 
and  pious  life,  and  of  a  grave  conversation." 

What  may  have  been  the  intention  of  Mr.  HoDis 
in  using  the  words  "sound  or  orthodox  principles," 
—  words,  on  which  the  controversy  seems  to  tuni,  — 
it  would  not  perhaps  be  proper,  and  is  certainly  not 
necessary,  to  undertake  to  determme,  in  a  work  of 
this  kind.  It  is  due,  however,  to  Mr.  Hollis,  to  state, 
that  he  was  a  man  of  a  most  liberal  and  catholic 
spirit ;  and  that,  in  drawing  up  those  articles,  he  em- 
ployed several  of  the  most  learned,  enlightened,  and 
rational  clergymen  of  the  age. 

To  the  honor  of  Harvard  College,  the  new  office 
did  not  rem^  vacant  a  single  day,  for  the  want  of  a 
suitable  person,  among  her  sons,  to  dischai^e  its  im- 
portant duties.    In  a  letter,  written  by  Dr.  Cohnan 
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to  Mr.  Hollis,  in  the  name  of  the  Corporation,  he  thus 
expresses  himself:  "There  is  but  one  thing  more, 
Sir,  which  I  have  now  to  add,  but 't  is  a  very  great 
one,  —  the  noaination  of  a  person  to  you  to  be 
your  first  Professor.  There  is  lately  returned  to, 
and  is  now  residing  in  the  College,  a  very  accom- 
plished person  for  the  office  in  our  jmnt  opinion  and 
judgment ;  Mr.  Edward  WiggUsuiortky  who  in  the 
year  1710,  passed  his  first  degree  with  us,  and  has 
ever  since  diUgently  apphed  himself  to  the  learned 
studies,  and  to  the  study  of  Divinity  more  especially. 
He  is  a  person  of  known  and  exemplar}'  virtue,  piety, 
literature,  modesty,  meekness,  and  other  Christian 
ornaments:  lus  public  exercises  in  the  pulpit  dis- 
cover a  solid  judgment,  a  clean  stile,  a  clear  method, 
a  br^;ht  and  strong  thought,  and  a  fecility  or  s{>tness 
to  teach.  And  it  now  appeara  to  us,  as  if  Providence 
may  have  reserved  him  for  such  a  service  as  this  now 
before  lis ;  which  we  apprehend  may  suit  bim  m  all 
respects ;  excepting  his  low  opinion  of  himsdf : 
yet  neither  is  he  wanting  in  gravity,  wisdomi,  and  a 
spirit  of  government  and  authority,  which  may  be 
necessary  to  command  the  reverence  of  others  to  him 
in  any  office  be  may  be  called  to. 

"Wejlo  therefore  heartily  and  earnestly  recommend 
him  to  your  favor,  to  be  nominated  by  you  your  first 
Professor ;  and  the  sooner  you  please  to  name  him  the 
better,  that  he  may  be  ready  to  enter  on  the  work  as 
soon  as  we  can  be  ready  to  install  him ;  or  tha^  bebg 
apprized  of  his  nomination,  he  may  be  preparing  him- 
self for  his  entrance  thereon." ' 

Mr.  Wigglesworth,  having  been  thus  recommended 
by  the  Corporation,  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Hollis,  and 
appointed  the  first  Professor  of  Divinity.  The  choice 
was  confirmed  by  the  Overseers,  Jan.  24th,  1722.    In 

1  Turell^  Ufe  of  Colman,  p.  54,  55. 
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this  body  there  were  eleven  votes  for,  and  three  agEunst 
him.  It  is  DO  slight  evidence  of  the  good  sense  and 
liberality  of  the  age,  that  the  appointment  of  so  rational 
and  catholic  a  man  to  an  office,  which  was  to  have 
an  important  beating  on  the  religious  state  of  the  com- 
munity, should  have  met  with  no  more  opposition  from 
bigotry  or  enthusiasm. 

He  was  inaugurated  October  24th,  1722;  and  in 
1724  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  (be  corporation  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Tutor  Robie. 

The  order  of  events  renders  it  fitting  to  take  leave 
of  this  worthy  beoefoctor  for  the  present ;  but  we 
shall  return  to  him  with  eagerness  under  the  next 
presidency. 

For  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Leverett  was  reserved 
the  receipt  of  a  valuable  legacy,  which  had  been  left 
ra  the  time  of  President  Chauncy,  by  the  Hon.  Ed- 
ward Hopkms.  In  early  life,  this  gentlemen  was  an 
eminent  and  wealthy  merchant  in  London ;  but,  being 
*•  a  man  of  zeale  and  courage  for  the  truths  of  Christ,"  * 
he  came  to  this  country  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Davenport, 
in  the  year  1637,  and  setded  in  Connecticut^  where  he 
served  as  governor,  for  several  years  with  great  wis- 
dom and  integrity,  and  was  universally  beloved.  The 
death  of  his  elder  brother  required  his  return  to 
England.  He  there  filled,  with  credit,  some  important 
stations  under  die  government,  became  a  member  of 
Pariiament,  and  died  in  the  year  1657,  leaving  in  his 
will  strong  testimonials  of  his  afiection  for  this  coun- 
try, and  *•  of  that  public  spirit  and  charity,  which  had 
distinguished  him  in  life."  ' 

'  Wonder- Working  Providence,  chap,  viii. 

«  TiumbuU'B  HUL  pp.  24],  343. 

[The  moat  intereBtiog  parts  of  his  will  are  given  at  large  in  Savage's 
edition  of  Winthrop's  New  England,  Vol.  i,  p.  228,  note  ;  to  vhirh  the 
readei  ia  referred.    Edit.] 
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Besides  his  whole  estate  id  New  England,  which 
was  given  for  pious  and  charitable  purposes,  and  of 
which  about  iflOOO  sterling  has  been  appropriated 
to  the  support  of  the  Grammar  schools  in  New  Haven, 
Hartford,  and  Hadley ;  he  ordered  that,  in  six  months 
after  the  death  of  his  wife,  ;£500  sterling  should  be 
paid  out  of  his  estate  ui  England,  "  for  the  upholding 
and  promoting  &e  kingdom  o(  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
in  those  parts  of  the  earth." 

His  wife,  Anne  Hopkins,  sunrived  htm  forty-one 
years.  *  Afier  her  decease,  payment  of  the  legacy 
bong  refused,  a  suit  for  the  recovery  of  it  was  msti- 
tuted  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  where  the  cause 
remained  a  long  time.*  At  length,  March  19th,  1712- 
13,  it  was  decreed  by  Lord-Keeper  Harcourt,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Society  for  propagating  Christianity, 
and  others,  that  the  legacy  of  <£500,  with  interest  from 
the  time  it  was  due,  amounting  to  .£300,  (makmg  in 
all  ^00  Bteriing)  should  be  pEud  into  the  hands  of 
trustees,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  for  the 
benefit  of  Harvard  College  and  the  Grammar  School 
at  Cambridge.  *    Three  fourths  of  the  income,  after 


l.ShB  died  December  17th,  1698. 

'  [The  final  decree  for  paying  over  Uie  money  wai  made  Dec.  S9; 
1714;  bat  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  received  before  the  year  171S. 
The  cams  of  this  delay  was  the  death  of  the  person  who  was  Hr. 
Hopkins's  sole  executor  and  residuary  devisee.  This  event  made  it 
neeeeaary  to  institute  proceedings  in  chancery  against  hit  executor. 
Bae  Winthrop's  Hiat.  by  Savage,  Vol.  i,  p.  330,  note.     Edit.] 

3  The  first  Trustees  of  the  Hopkins  fund  were,  "Joseph  Dudley,  Wil- 
liam Tayler,  Waitstill  Winthrop,  Samuel  Sewall,  Eliakim  Hutchinson, 
Penn  Townsend,  Edward  Bromfield,  John  Hig^finson,  and  Simeon  Stod- 
dard, Esquires ;  Increase  Hather,  Doctor  in  Divinity ;  Cotton  Mather, 
Doctor  in  Divini^ ;  John  Leverett,  President  of  Harvard  Colledge ;  Jer- 
cmiab  Dummer,  John  Burrill,  Esquires;  William  Brattle,  Hinister  of 
Cambridge ;  Nehemiah  Walter,  Minister  of  Hoxbury ;  Daniel  Oliver 
and  Thomas  Fitch,  Merchants  ;  Andrew  Belcher,  Addington  Daven- 
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deducting  two  shillings  on  the  pound,  or  one  tenth  part, 
were  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  four  Students  in 
Divinity  at  the  College,  bachelors  or  masters  of  arts, 
the  former  to  have  the  preference ;  and  one  fourth,  to 
the  support  of  five  boys  at  the  School.  The  tenth  par^ 
deducted  as  above,  was  to  be  apphed  to  the  purchase 
of  books  for  presents  to  meritorious  undet^raduates ;  ^ 
and  these  rewards  of  scholarship  were  to  entitle  thos^ 
who  received  them,  to  a  preference  at  subsequent 
elections,  when  they  were  candidates  for  the  benefit  of 
the  fund,  as  resident  graduates. 

The  recovery  of  this  charity  had  put  the  claimants 
to  an  expense  of  about  £60  sterling.  Soon  after  the 
money  was  received,  which  was  not  till  the  year  1715, 
a  large  tract  of  land,  called  Magunkaquog,  was  pur- 
chased of  the  Natick  Indians.  •    This  was  afterwards 


port,  and  AduD  Winthiop,  Eaquires ;  all  inhabiUnts  of  Musachiwetts." 
—  OJLIUeonU. 

The  bojs,  suppoited  at  die  Gnunmar  school,  are  nominated  to  the 
TniBteea  by  the  President  and  FeUows  of  Harvard  College,  and  the 
Minister  of  Cambridge  for  the  tiros  being,  who  are  the  Viaitors  of  the 
School.  —  HolmeB's  mil.  of  Cambridgt,  in  Mau.  Hut.  CoU.  VII.  p.  23, 
Krst  Series. 

1  From  the  first  word  in  the  rfiort  latin  label,  which  ia  ugned  by  the 
Premdent,  and  attached  to  the  ineide  of  the  cover,  a  book  presented  from 
this  fund  is  familiarly  called  a  JMur. 

8  The  deed,  by  which  this  land  was  conveyed,  U  on  parchment,  dated 
Oct.  11,  1715,  and  sigiied  by  Thomaa  Waban,  Samcel  Abraham,  Solo- 
mon Thomaa,  Abraham  Spoen,  Thomaa  Pegun,  Isaac  Nehemiah,  and 
Benjamin  Tray,  a  committee  or  agents  for  the  Indian  proprietors  of  the 
plantation  of  Natick.  The  aignatures  afford  no  very  high  idea  of  the 
state  of  learning  among  the  Natick  Indiana.  Those  composing  the 
committee,  were,  no  donbt,  men  of  consequence  ainong  them  ;  yet  of 
the  whole  seven,  two  only,  Waban  and  Tray,  wrote  their  names  them- 
selves, and  that  not  very  well,  particularly  the  latter  ;  the  remaining 
five  made  their  marfu,  each  different  friaa  the  others. 

In  the  deed  thia  place  is  called  Magtinkaquog  probably  from  a  hiU  in 
it  called  Megtmko ;  but  Dr.  Stimpeon,  (HisL  CoU.  IV.  p.  15,  First  Series,) 
uys  "  its  Indian  name  ia  Qfiimtigimog." 
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conaiderablj  enlarged  by  a  grant  from  the  General 
Court  of  contiguous  ProTince  lands ;  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  grant,  the  Trustees,  in  1727,  added 
two  to  each  of  the  two  descripdons  of  benefidaries 
above  mentioned.  They  have  since  added  one  more 
to  the  students  in  Divinity ;  so  that  seven  may  now  be 
put  on  this  foundation  at  the  College,  and  the  same 
number  at  the  School.  These  lands  formed  neariy 
the  whole  of  a  township,  situated  in  the  south-west 
part  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  Massachusetts.  It 
received  the  name  of  Hopkinton,  in  honor  of  the 
donor.  A  part  of  it,  containing  about  3000  acres,  was 
afterwards  set  off  to  the  town  of  Upton,  in  the  county 
of  Worcester,  which  was  incorporated  in  1735.  * 

Previously  to  this,  the  lands  bad  been  leased  for 
ninety-nine  years,  at  the  annual  rent  of  three  pence 
an  acre  during  that  time,  and  not  exceeding  nine  pence 
an  acre  after  its  expiration ;  the  tenants  to  pay  no 
Province  tax  for  three  quarters  of  the  premises.  This 
contract  proved  imsatisfactory  to  both  the  parties. 
The  Trustees  paid  away  all  their  rents  in  taxes,  and  the 
tenants  felt  it  to  be  a  grievance,  that  the  leases  con- 
tidned  no  security  to  them  for  the  right  of  renewal  at 
the  end  of  the  ninety-nine  years.  An  act  was  ac* 
cordingly  procured  from  the  GJeneral  Court,  in  1 74 1  -  2, 
providing  a  remedy  for  these  evils.  New  inden- 
tures were  thereupon  executed  between  the  parties, 
by  which  the  tenants  were  to  hold  the  lands  in  fee 
simple,  subject  to  a  rent-charge  of  one  penny  sterling 
an  acre,  till  the  25th  of  March  1823,  and  three  pence 
an  acre  payable  on  the  25th  of  March  annually,  from 
that  time  forward  for  ever.  They  were  also  to  pay  all 
Province  taxes  for  these  lands,  to  be  rated  by  the 

1  Mws.  Hist.  Coll.  IV,  p.  15,  Firat  Seriee. 
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General  Courts  from  time  to  time,  for  what  they  were 
worth  above  the  rents  reserved. 

In  the  year  1782  great  inconveniences  baviog 
arisen  to  the  tenants,  and  much  difficulty  to  the  Trus- 
tees, from  the  mode  of  coUecUng  the  rents,  a  resolve  ' 
was  passed  by  the  General  Court,  directing  that  these 
lands  should  be  taxed  in  the  same  manner  as  other 
lands,  and  that  out  of  the  proceeds  the  Collectors 
should  pay  the  rents  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Hopkms 
fund.  This  resolve  was  limited  in  its  operation  to 
seven  years;  but  before  the  expiration  of  that  time 
another  resolve  was  passed,  in  November,  1787,  by 
which  it  was  provided,  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Com- 

.  monwealth  should  in  future  receive  all  the  tax  and 
pay  the  rent  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees. 

The  rents,  amounting  annually  to  {$222  and  22  cents, 
were  paid  to  the  25th  of  March,  1623,  when,  by  the 
Act  of  1741,  they  were  to  be  raised  to  three  pence 
sterling  an  acre.    The  Governor  declined  drawing  his 

.  warrant  on  the  Treasury  for  this  increased  sum ;  the 
House  refiised  to  concur  with  the  Senate  m  a  resolve 
authorizing  the  Governor  to  draw  hia  warrant  as  for- 
merly ;  and  it  has  been  decided  by  ihk  Supreme 
Court,  that  the  tenants,  who  for  more  than  forty  years 
had  enjoyed  a  complete  exemption  from  this  charge, 
are  now  liable  for  the  payment  of  the  rents  immedi- 
ately to  the  Trustees,  according  to  theoriginal  contract. 
Such  obstacles  presented  themselves,  however,  to 
the  execution  of  this  decision,  and  so  determined  were 
the  people  of  Hopkinton  and  Upton  to  avoid,  if  possi- 
ble, an  incumbrance  from  which  they  had  long  consid- 
ered themselves  discharged,  that,  in  March  1830,  the 
Legislature,  upon  application  from  the  Trustees,  ap- 
14 
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pointed  Commissioners  "to  investigate  the  subject^ 
and  to  make  report  of  their  doings,  and  in  what  manner 
the  claims  of  said  Trustees  can  or  ought  to  be  adjusted 
and  determined." 

The  tenants  "  state,  that,  having  long  considered 
their  lands  discharged  from  the  payment  of  the  rent,  it 
has  been  the  common  practice  among  them  for  more 
than  thirty  years,  to  make  no  distinction  between  the 
common  land  and  leased  land,  either  in  devising  it  by 
will,  making  partition  amon^  the  heirs,  or  in  buying, 
selling,  or  exchanging.  ■  And,  in  their  conveyances, 
general  covenants  and  warranties  against  incumbrances 
have  been  inserted,  as  well  with  regard  to  the  leased 
lands  as  to  lands  never  liable  to  the  said  rent-charge. 
And  they  assert,  that  it  is  now  utterly  impossible  to 
distinguish  the  portion,  which  was  orig^ally  subject  to 
the  said  rent  from  that  which  was  not." 

To  understand  this  fully,  it  is  necessary  to  observe, 
that  all  the  lands  over  12,500  acres  had  been  originally 
reserved  for  commons  ;  but,  by  the  act  of  1741,  they 
were  granted  by  the  Trustees  to  the  tenants,  **  who 
proceeded  to  make  a  division  thereof  among  themselves, 
from  time  to  time  according  to  their  respective  inte- 
rests." * 

The  Commisioners,  who  were  the  Hon.  Solomon 
Strong  of  Leominster,  and  the  Hon.  Nathan  Brooks  of 
Concord,  reported  in  June,  1830,  that,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  Trustees  to 
relinquish  one  third  part  of  the  rent,  and  for  the  Legis- 
lature to  pay  two  thirds.  The  report  was  referred  to 
the  next  session  of  the  General  Court.  ■ 

'  Report  to  the  House  of  Representatiros,  March  2,  1 830. 
9  Records  of  the  Tnisteea  and  General  Court.     Pickering's  Reports, 
VII.  pp.  121,  132. 
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The  whole  annual  rent  now  claimed  by  the  Trustees 
is  666  dollars  and  66  cents.  The  whole  rent  also  from 
the  2dtb  of  March  1823,  remains  unpaid.  Independ- 
ent of  this  interest  in  Hopkinton  and  Upton,  there  is  a 
fund  of  nearly  jS(20,000,  resulting  from  a  gradual  accu- 
mulation of  sums  unexpended  at  different  times,  and 
judiciously  managed  by  the  Trustees.  * 

['The  hialorj  of  the  Hopkins  fund,  since  the  decease  of  theiuthor,  is 
conUiaed  in  the  followiDg  statement,  furnished  by  the  Treusurcr  of  the 
Trustees. 

"The  report  of  the  Coramigsioners,  miide  in  June,  1830,  having  been 
finally  rejected  by  the  Legislature  in  1831,  the  tenants  presented  a  new 
petition,  in  January,  1t32,  strongly  urging  their  claims  on  the  Justice  of 
the  governmenL  This  appeal  was  more  successful  than  those  which 
bad  been  made  by  the  Trustees  to  former  legislatures  ;  and  on  the 
33d  of  March,  J839,  a  lesolve  was  passed,  auUioriiing  the  payment  of 
eight  thousand  dollars  to  the  Trustees,  from  the  treasury  of  the  State, 
apon  condition  that  the  tenants  should  raise  such  further  sum,  as  the 
Trustees  should  consent  to  accept,  together  with  the  eight  thousand 
dollBN,  in  full  discharge  of  all  claims  in  law  or  equity  against  the 
Commonwealth,  and  against  the  tenants.  An  arrangement  was  after- 
wards made,  by  qrhich  the  Trustees  consented  to  receive  from  the 
tenants  two  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  grant  by  the  legislature. 
That  sum  was  received  of  the  tenants  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Trustees, 
on  the  4th  of  October,  1833,  and  the  sum  granted  by  the  State,  on  the 
SIst  of  November  following ;  and  full  releases  were  executed  to  the 
Commonwealth  and  the  tenants  by  tho  Trustees. 

"  Thus  wss  finally  terminated  a  controversy,  which  seemed  to  threaten 
endless  litigation,  and  very  deplorable  consequences  both  to  the  tcnanta 
and  to  the  trust. 

"  AHer  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  that  the  Trustees 
moat  seek  their  remedy  against  the  tenants,  a  large  number  of  actions 
were  instituted  for  the  recovery  of  the  rents.  These  bad  been  pending 
about  six  ;eais.  The  Trustees  had  been  obliged  to  prepare,  with 
almost  incredible  difficulty  and  labor,  a  map  of  tbe  lands,  and  a  chain 
of  title  to  each  parcel  for  more  than  a  century,  from  very  scanty  and 
imperfect  materials.  Several  expensive  trials  were  had  ;  and  the  whole 
charge  necessarily  incurred  by  the  Trustees,  in  preserving  this  portion 
of  the  fund  committed  to  their  care,  exceeded  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars."    Edit.] 
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The  Library  was  now  become,  for  that  period,  a  very 
respectable  establishment  Besides  the  donations  al- 
ready mentioned,  it  had  received  additions  from  numer- 
ous individuals;  among  whom  were  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Isaac  Watts,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Henry,  the  Rev.  Richard 
Baxter,  the  Rev.  Peter  Bulkley,  the  Rev.  James  Peirce, 
President  Mather,  and  Dr.  Benjamin  Colman.  The 
first  Catalogue  of  the  books  wfis  printed  in  1723.  It  is 
Still  extant,  and  contains  about  3500  volumes,  arranged 
under  the  very  common,  but  unscientific  and  inconve- 
nient heads,  of  folios,  quartos,  octavos,  &c. 

Considerable  additions  had  been  made  to  the  library 
since  the  time,  when  that  devourer  of  books,  Cotton 
Mather,  expressed  himself  concerning  it  in  the  following 
manner: 

"  'T  is,  I  suppose,  the  best  furnished  that  can  be 
shown  any  where  in  all  the  American  regions ;  and 
when  I  have  the  honor  to  walk  in  it,  I  cannot  but  think 
on  the  satisfaction,  which  Heinsius  reports  himself  to  be 
filled  withal,  when  shut  up  in  the  library  at  Leyden : 
*  Plerumque  in  ea  simulac  pedem  posui,  foribus  pessu- 
lum  obdo,  et  in  ipso  ^ternitatis  gremio,  inter  tot  itlus- 
tres  animas  sedem  mihi  sumo ;  cum  ingenti  quidem 
animo,  ut  subinde  magnatum  me  misereat,  qui  fslici- 
tatem  banc  ignorant' "  * 

1  Mather's  Magnaliu,  B.  IV.  p.127,  fol.  ed.  printed  in  LoDdon,  1702. 
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la  this  collectioa  w^re  to  be  found  the  most  consid- 
erable of  the  Oreek  and  Latin  classics,*  the  Christian 
Fathers,  the  Talmud  Babylonicum ;  many  of  the  most 
important  works  of  modem  times,  as  the  London  Poly- 
glott  (a  Repvhliam  copy),  Cudworth's  Intellectual  Sys- 
tem, Lightfoot's  works,  the  Histoiies  of  Clarendon, 
Thuanus,  &.c.,  some  of  the  works  of  Erasmus,  Des- 
cartes, Lord  Bacon,  Selden,  Qrotius,  Leclerc,  Gassendi, 
Newton,  Boyle;  the  works  of  Chaucer,  Shakspeare's 
Plays,  Milton's  Poetical  Works ;  and  mmy  others  of 
the  first  rank  in  hterature  and  science. 

A  great  proportion  of  the  works,  at  least  two  tturds* 
were  theological" 

Most  of  them  were  in  the  learned  languages,  princi- 
pally Latin.  There  were  few  in  any  modern  languages, 
except  English.  There  was  a  great  paucity  of  works 
in  modern  literature.  Not  one  of  the  productions  of 
Dryden,  Sir  William  Temple,  Shaftesbury,  Addison, 
Pope,  Swift,  or  any  other  of  the  constellatiop  of  fine 
writers  of  Queen  Anne's  reign,  or  of  any  of  the  twenty- 
three  years,  which  had  elapsed,  of  the  century,  in 
which  the  Catalogue  was  printed. 

With  few  exceptions,  the  books  were  printed  in  the 
^xteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries.  The  oldest  book 
m  that  library,  whose  date  is  above.^Ten,  was  printed  at 
Strasburg  in  1490,  and  was  on  the  same  subject  with 
one,  which,  till  recently,  was  the  oldest  in  the  present 
library,  and  which  was  printed  at  Venice  in  1481. 
They  are  commentaries,  by  different  persons,  on  the 
work  entided  "  Sententiarum  Libri  IV,"  by  Peter  Lom- 


'  It  is  remarkable  that  there  was  no  copy  of  Homer,  in  ths  original, 
wnonfc  them. 
"  Of  the  preaent  Libntj  scarcely  one  fourth  ta  of  that  deacriptioo. 
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bard,  Bishop  of  Paris  in  the  twelfth  century.  Id  that 
library  there  were  notless  than  twenty-four  ponderous 
tomes,  all  fohos  but  two,  on  the  same  work,  put  forth 
at  different  times  ;  and  these  formed  but  a  small  part 
of  the  number  of  commentaries,  written  by  many  learn- 
ed doctors  from  time  to  time,  on  that  celebrated  pro- 
duction of  scholastic  theology.  Some  idea  may  be 
formed  of  the  difference  between  the  old  library  and 
the  present  one,  from  the  fact,  that  the  latter  contains 
the  single  copy  above-mentioned.  It  v/as  written  by 
St.  Thomas  Aquinas,  and  is  entitled  "  Super  Quarto 
Libro  Sententiarum."  fol.  VeneL  1481.  The  old 
library  also  contained  a  copy  of  the  "Book  of  Senten- 
ces "  itself,  which  the  present  does  not. 

The  oldest  book  now  in  the  Library  is  a  fine  Latin 
copy  of  Diogenes  Laertius,  printed  at  Venice,  by  Nico- 
las Jenson,  in  1475. 

Few  of  the  books  in  the  old  library,  which  are  not 
also  in  the  present  one,  would  probably  be  thought  of 
much  value  at  the  present  day,  except  with  reference 
to  the  history  of  literature. 

"The  Library,"  says  Neal  in  his  History  of  New-Eng- 
land (first  printed  in  1720),  "  the  Library  is  very  defec- 
tive in  modem  authors,  which  may  be  one  reason  why 
the  stile  and  manner  of  the  New-England  writers  does 
not  equal  that  of  the  Europeans." 

The  American  writer.  Cotton  Mather,  with  whom 
Neal  seems  to  have  been  most  familiar,  and  from  whom 
he  took  the  greatest  part  of  his  history,  was,  in  point  of 
"stile  and  manner,"  no  very  favorable  specimen  of 
the  NeW'England  authors.  That  voluminous  writer 
was  cert^nly  distinguished  for  any  thing  rather  than 
good  taste  in  composition.  He  was  in  this  respect  at 
least  inferior  to  his  father,  to  Mr.  Pemberton,  Dr.  Col- 
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man,  Jeremiah  Dummer,  and  to  most  of  his  New-Eng- 
land contemporaries. 

Our  ancestors,  we  may  presume,  took  all  due  notice 
of  this  remark  of  the  worthy  historian  at  the  time  it 
appeared.  They  had  not,  indeed,  any  review  for  the 
vehicle  of  remonstrance ;  there  were  then  no  literary 
journals  here  or  in  England ;  but  they  had,  what  was 
sufficieot  for  their  purpose,  two  weekly  gazettes,  and, 
soon  after,  three,  printed  ia  the  town  of  Boston.  * 

But  it  is,  perhaps,  not  too  late  even  now  to  bestow 
upon  it  a  passing  reflection.  It  is  admitted  that -the 
Library  was  "  very  defective  in  modem  authors  " ;  but, 
though  at  a  period,  when  a  University  education  had 
less  of  a  popular  cast  than  it  has  at  present,  the  elegant 
literature  of  the  day  did  not  find  a  place  in  that  reposi- 
tory of  erudition,  it  is  not  therefore  to  be  supposed  that 
it  was  unknown,  or  unattended  to,  in  this  part  of  the 
British  dominions,  especially  in  so  wealthy  and  popu- 
lous a  place  as  Boston  was  now  become.  The  suppo- 
sition would  be  incredible,  even  if  it  were  not  disproved 
by  facts.  The  use,  which  the  "  printer's  boy  "  Benja- 
min FrankUn,  made  of  his  "  odd  volume  of  the  Spec- 
tator," in  forming  a  style,  which  writers  of  the  present 
day  would  do  well  to  imitate,  is  known  to  every  reader. 
Various  productions  of  the  early  part  of  the  last  century, 
still  extant,  furnish  abundant  evidence,  that  the  writers 
of  them  were  probably  as  far  Irom  having  confined  their 
reading  to  antiquated  works,  as  their  fellow  subjects 
on  the  other  side  of  the  water. 

By  way  of  set-oflF  to  this  remark  of  the  English  his- 
torian, a  cotemporaneous  one  may  not  improperly  be 

*  Tbe  first  newspaper,  publiahed  in  British  America,  was  printed 
April24,  1704.  Itwascalled  "TbeBoatoD  News-Letter";  and  wu 
continued  se vent j- two  jears. 
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dted  from  a  man,  whom  the  celebrated  Dr.  Chauncy 
places  among  the  "  three  first  for  extent  and  strength 
of  genius  aad  powers,  New  £ogland  has  ever  produ- 
ced," '  and  who,  having  been  graduated  at  Harvard 
College,  went  to  England,  there  became  the  agent  for 
Massachusetts,  and  was  an  associate  of  the  wits  of 
Queen  Anne's  reign, — the  accomplished  Jeremiah 
Dummer.  Being,  moreover,  an  elegant  writer  himself, 
he  is  entitled,  in  a  question  of  this  sort,  to  the  most 
respectful  attention.  In  an  interesting  letter  which  he 
wrote  ^om  England,  in  1711,  to  the  famous  Mr.  Tutor 
Flynt,  he  observes,  —  "I  must  own  to  you,  that  I  think 
the  modem  sermons,  which  are  preached  and  printed 
here,  are  very  lean  and  dry,  having  Utde  divmity  in  the 
matter,  or  brightneea  in  the  atiU ;  I  am  sure  they  are 
no  toay  comparable  to  the  solid  discourses,  which  Mr. 
Brattle,  gives  you  every  week."  * 

'  Th«  other  two  were  Mr.  John  Bulklc^,  Miniater  at  Colcheiter  in 
Connecticut,  Knd  Hr.  Thomas  Walker  of  Roxburj. 

*  Mr.  Bnltle,  Dunbter  of  CuDbrid^,  formeilf  Tutor  with  Mr. 
I>«veietL 
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The  last  years  of  President  Leverett  were  dis- 
quieted by  some  proceedings  of  the  Overseers  and 
of  the  Genera!  Court. 

In  the  year  1722  one  of  the  resident  instructers 
presented  a  memorial,  both  to  the  Corporation  aad 
Overseers,  claming  a  place  in  the  former  body,  ren- 
dered vacant  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stevens 
of  Chariestown.  The  Corporation,  however,  elected 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Sewall  of  the  Old  South  Church,  Boston, 
and  presented  him  for  approval  to  the  Overseers. 
The  Overseers  refused  to  concur;  and  informed  the 
Corporation,  that  they  "judge  it  proper  that  the  va- 
cancy in  the  Corporation,  by  the  decease  of  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Stevens  of  Chariestown,  be  fitted  up  by  the 
election  of  a  Resident  Fellow  in  his  stead."  The 
Corporation  then  thought  fit,  "  saving  to  themselves 
the  right  of  electmg  members  of  the  Corporation, 
upon  any  vacancy,  according  to  the  powers  vested  in 
them  by  the  CoUege  charter,  and  protesting  against 
their  acquiescence  bang  made  a  precedent,  to  choose 
Mr.  Tutor  Robie.  The  five  Fellows  of  the  Corpora- 
tion were  now,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Appleton  of  Cambridge, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  German  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wadsworth 
of  Boston.  Mr.  Tutor  Flynt,  and  Mr.  Tutor  Robie. 
15 
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Another  interposition  of  tie  Overseers  in  support 
of  the  alleged  rights  of  the  Tutors,  or  Resident  Fellows, 
occurred  about  the  same  time.  In  1716  the  Corpo- 
ration had  passed  an  order,  that  "  no  Tutor  or  Fellow 
of  the  House,  now  or  henceforth  to  be  chosen,  shall 
hold  a  Fellowship,  with  salary,  for  more  than  three 
years,  except  continued  by  election."  The  same  year, 
Mr.  Nicholas  Sever  was  chosen  a  "  Tutor  or  Fellow 
of  the  House,"  and,  in  pursuance  of  that  rule,  w^ 
re-chosen  in  1719;  but  at  the  expiration  of  another 
term  of  three  years,  in  1722,  the  Corporation  refused 
to  re-elect  him,  and  declared  that  he  had  ceased  to  be 
"a  Fellow  of  the  House."  Agdnst  this  decision, 
Mr.  Sever  presented  memorials  both  to  the  Corpora- 
tion and  the  Overseers.  ■  The  Overseers  voted  June  3, 
1722,  "That  the  sEud  Mr.  Sever  still  contmues  a 
Fellow,  notwithstanding  what  has  been  done  with  ref- 
erence to  him,  by  the  Corporation."  As  on  the  former 
occasion,  the  Corporation  agam  submitted  to  the  Over- 
seers, and  consented  "  that,  saving  the  proper  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  Corporation,  and  to  prevent 
further  debates  and  contentions  (which  we  look  on  as 
threatemng  to  the  welfare  of  the  College),  that  the 
said  Mr.  Sever  again  act  as  Tutor  and  Fellow  of  the 
House." 

The  same  day,  on  which  the  Overseers  passed  the 
above  vote  respecting  Mr.  Sever,  they  addressed  a 
memorial  to  the  General  Court,  praying  that  the  num- 
ber of  the  Corporation  might  be  enlarged,  and  that, 
in  so  doing,  "  regard  be  had  to  the  resident  Fellows 
or  Tutors,  that  they  may  be  of  that  number."  This 
memorial  was  referred  to  a  jomt  committee  of  both 
houses.  On  the  28th  of  June,  1723,  they  made  the 
foUowmg  report : 
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"  The  committee  appoioted  to  connder  the  memorial 
of  the  Overseers  of  Harvard  College  in  Cambridge, 
having  perused  and  considered  the  Charter  granted 
to  the  siud  College,  by  the  General  Court  of  the 
Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  the  year  1660  (which 
is  their  present  constitution),  and  also  the  memorial 
aforesaid,  came  to  the  following  resolutions,  which 
bemg  put  in  practice  would  answer  the  end  of  the 
memorial  and  be  more  beneficial,  than  enlarging  the 
number  of  the  Corporation. 

**  1.  That  it  was  the  intent  of  the  SEud  Cdlege 
Charter,  that  the  Tutors  of  the  said  CoUege,  or  such 
as  have  the  mstniction  and  government  of  the  Stu- 
dents, should  be  the  Fellows  and  Members  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  said  College  provided  they  exceed 
not  five  in  number. 

**  2.  That  none  of  the  ssdd  Fellows  be  Overseers. 

**  3.  That  the  said  President  and  Fellows  of  the 
atdd  College,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  are  not  war- 
ranted by  the  said  Charter  of  the  College  to  fix  or 
establish  any  salary  or  allowance  for  thdr  services 
without  the  consent  of  the  Overseers." 

This  Report  was  accepted  by  the  House,  and  **  it 
was  ordered  that  the  Corporation  for  the  future  practise 
accordingly."  The  Council  concurred  with  the  House ; 
and '  Crovemor  Shute  gave  his  assent  to  the  order, 
with  the  proviso,  that  the  "  Rev.  B.  Colman,  Rev.  B. 
Wadsworth,  and  Rev.  N.  Appleton,  are  not  removed 
by  said  order,  but  still  remain  Fellows  of  the  Corpora- 
tion." 

The  House  of  Representatives  immediately  sent  a 
message  to  the  Grovemor,  requesting  his  absolute  con- 
sent "to  the  votes  passed  by  both  Houses."  The 
Governor  replied,  that  he  made  the  proviso  agreeably 
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to  the  wishes  of  the  Council,  and  of  the  Overseers  of 
the  CoUege,  and  should  adhere  to  if^  till  another  meet- 
ing of  the  Overseers.  The  House  then  renewed  their 
request,  that  the  Governor  would  pass  absolutely  on 
the  orders.  The  subject  was  agitated,  with  no  small 
warmth,  at  each  subsequent  session  of  the  Legislature 
until  the  decease  of  President  Leverett 

In  the  mean  time  a  petition  was  presented  by 
Messrs.  Sever  and  Welsteed,  "  two  of  the  Resident 
Fellows,  praying  they  may  be  vested  with  the  powers 
of  the'Charter,  as  members  erf  the  Corporation."  On 
receiving  this  petition,  the  House  of  Representatives 
renewed  their  former  resolutions,  and  again  sent  them 
to  the  Council  for  concurrence. 

The  Corporation  had,  at  a  former  session,  presented 
a  memcnial  to  the  General  Court,  respecting  the  pro- 
posed measure,  and  requesting  to  be  heard  before 
any  further  proceedings  were  had.  In  this  memorial 
they  say,  "  We  should  be  heartily  glad  and  think  it 
much  for  the  safety  of  the  College,  if  the  honorable 
Court  in  their  wisdom  think  it  proper  to  eiUarge  the 
Corporation  to  twice  its  present  number  or  more, 
because  of  the  large  powers,  with  which  we  think  it 
is  entrusted,  always  provided  that  the  resident  Tutors 
should  never  be  able  to  make  a  major  partt  because 
we  tlunk  it  contrary  to  the  light  of  nature,  that  any 
should  have  an  overruling  voice  in  making  those  laws, 
by  which  themselves  must  be  governed  in  their  o0ice- 
work,  and  for  which  they  receive  salaries." 

The  request  of  the  Corporation  for  a  hearing  was 
refused  by  the  House  (Dec.  12th,  1722),  as  "  altogether 
groundless,  and  noways  to  be  justified."  Notwith- 
standing this  hapsh  repulse,  occasion  was  now  taken 
by  the  Council  to  endeavour  to  obtain  for  them  a  joint 
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hearing ;  but,  failing  in  this,  the  Council  gave  them  a 
separate  hearing  before  their  own  body,  August  23d, 
1723 ;  and  such  was  the  light,  in  which  die  subject  now 
presented  itself  to  them,  that  the  next  day  tbey  passed 
a  different  vote  from  that  of  the  year  before,  and  non- 
concurred  in  the  resolutions  of  the  House.  Thus  was 
termiuated  an  affair,  which  had  engaged  the  attention 
and  agitated  the  passions,  not  only  of  those  immedi- 
ately mt^^sted  in  the  College,  but  of  the  public  at 
.  large. 

The  merits  of  this  question  are  left  to  others  to 
decide ;  and,  with  t}ie  aid  of  the  full  and  able  discus- 
sion, which  the  only  other  attempt  of  a  similar  nature 
has  recently  produced,'  this  will  not,  probably,  be 
found  a  difficult  task. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  why  such  a  measure  should 
be  proposed,  for  the  first  time,  during  the  brilliant 
presidency  of  Leverett?  why  so  violent  an  effort 
should  be  made  to  introduce  an  important  change  into 
the  College  Government,  when  the  institution  was  in 
so  prosperous  and  flourishing  a  state  1 

It  was,  most  probably,  in  this  very  prosperity  of  the 
College,  that  those  proceedings  had  their  origin.  For 
a  long  period  the  number  of  Tutors  had  been  only  two, 
and,  till  the  year  1720,  had  never  exceeded  three.  It 
appears,  that,  till  then,  the  Tutors  had  generally  formed 
a  part  of  the  Corporation,  and  had  been  styled  Resident 
Fellows,  and  Fellows  of  the  House  or  College.  The 
growth  of  the  College  having  rendered  it  necessary  to 
increase  the  number  of  Tutors  to  four,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Professor  of  Divinity^  having  made  the 
number  of  the  resident  instructers  equal  to  that  of  the 

[11824-1825.    Edit.] 
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FelhtDs  of  the  Corporation,  this  body  judged  it  inex- 
pedient, for  reasons  already  cited  from  its  memorial, 
to  continue  to  fill  its  vacancies  by  the  election  of 
Tutors. 

The  Tutors  were  now  Henry  Flynt,  Thomas  Robie, 
Nicholas  Sever,  and  William  Welsteed.  Mr.  Flynt 
had  been  a  Tutor  and  Fellow  of  the  Corporation  many 
years ;  Mr.  Robie  was  chosen  a  member  in  the  manner 
just  related ;  and  Mr.  Sever  and  Mr.  Welsteed  very 
naturally  supposed  that  they  had  a  right  to  a  place  in 
that  body.  A  general  sentiment  prevailed  in  lavor 
of  admitting  them.  The  Corporation  themselves  were 
desirous  of  it,  prodded  it  could  be  effected  in  a  way, 
that  would  not  impugn  what  they  considered  a  very 
important  prindple ;  and  the  Overseers  accordingly 
petitioned  the  Legislature  to  have  the  Corporation 
enlarged,  with  a  view,  particularly,  to  that  object.* 

The  course  which  this  affair  afterwards  took  has 
already  been  related ;  and  whoever  considers  the  dif- 
ference between  the  conduct  of  the  popular  branch  of 
the  Government  and  that  of  the  Governor  and  Council, 
in  connexion  with  other  facts,  will  probably  be  of 
opinion,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives were  strongly  marked  with  that  party  spirit, 
which  was  so  liotent  in  the  Province  during  the  early 
part  of  the  last  century. 

It  is,  however,  due  to  the  excellent  men,  who  com- 
posed the  Corporation  at  this  time,  to  observe,  that, 
in  opposing  the  resolutions,  to  which  the  House  of 


>  Further  Rem&rlu  on  ths  Memorial  of  the  Officers  of  Huraid  Col- 
lege.   By  an  Alumaua  [J.  Lowell,  Esq.].  p.  15.    Boston,  1834. 

Letter  to  John  Lowell,  Esq.    By  Edward  Everett,  p.  80. 

Memorial  of  ths  Resident  loitnicten  of  Harvard  Colle^  to  the 
Corporation,  in  1684 ;  p.  15. 
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Representadres  adhered  with  such  pertinacity,  they 
were  evidently  actuated  by  a  pure  regard  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  College,  and  that  they  maintained  the 
ground,  -they  assumed,  with  equal  moderation,  firm- 
ness, and  perseverance.  The  views  and  feelings,  of 
Frestdeot  Leverett,  upon  the  occasion,  are  exhibited 
in  the  following  letter  to  Dr.  Colman : 

"  Camhridge,  JVor.  26,  1722. 
"  Rev.  and  Dear  Sir, 

"  This  morning  I  am  mformed,  that  the  House  of 
Representatives  have  brought  forward  their  bill  for 
alterationB  in  the  Corporation,  which  the  Governor 
signed  with  the  proviso  of  your,  Mr.  Wadsworth's,  and 
Mr.  Appleton's  continuance,  as  members  of  the  Corpo- 
ration, and  suppose  the  intent  is,  to  refuse  the  Gov- 
ernor's allowance,  if  he  don't  come  into  their  scheme 
without  reserve.  I  understand  also  that  CoL  Dudley 
has  informed  the  House  that  Mr.  Wadsworth  and  you 
will  resign  your  places,  and  then  the  way  will  be  clear. 
But  /  hope  better  thbgs  of  you.  However,  I  doubt 
not,  salvation  will  come  to  this  poor  society,  fi^sm  Him 
to  whom  salvation  belongs.    . 

**  His  Excellency  has  told  me,  that  he  is  so  weli  satis- 
fied, that  the  project  will  be  fatal  to  the  College,  that 
he  never  will  come  mto  if^  let  what  will  come.  I  pray 
God  confirm  his  resolutions,  and  prevent  this  ruin 
coming  to  the  College  under  his  hands.  I  ask  your 
prayers  for  the  Divine  presence  with,  and  direction  to 
me  in  the  affair,  that  will  be  but  so  much  the  more 
difficult  for  me,  if  you  withdraw. 

"I  am,  &c. 
"JOHN  LEVERETT." » 

1  Pnrther  Remarks,  &c.  f.  18. 
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President  Leverett  did  not  long  survive  this  very 
troublesome  affair.  He  died  suddenly,  May  3d,  1724, 
at  the  age  of  62  years,  and  in  the  seventeenth  year  of 
his  presidency. '  The  sensation,  excited  by  this  event, 
may  be  imagined  from  expressions  and  passages  in  the 
discourses  preached  upon  the  occasion  by  some  of  the 
first  divines  of  the  day.  They  speak  of  it,  as  a  ^  daric 
and  awful  Providence,"  a  "  heavy  judgment  of  God,"  a 
"  token  of  his  anger,"  a  "  sore  frown  upon  the  College." 
"  The  Lord,"  says  Dr.  Appleton,  "  has  made  a  mighty 
breach  upon  you ;  and  I  may  address  you  in  the  words 
of  the  Prophet:  PHiat  thing  shall  I  liken  to  thee,  O 
daughter  of  Jerusalem  ?  What  shall  I  equal  to  thee  7 
that  I  may  comfort  thee,  0  virgin  daughter  of  Zion; 
for  thy  breach  is  great  like  the  sea.  Who  can  heal 
thee  !  Verily,  the  breach  made  upon  you  is.  so  wide, 
that  none  but  an  all-sufficient  God  (with  whom  is  the 
residue  of  the  spirit)  can  repair  or  heal  it."  ' 


nod  the  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  Sowall. 

"  1724,  May  3,  Lnrd'a  Day.  Aller  the  moroing  c 
prised  with  the  account  of  President  Leverett's  very  sudden  death. 
He  went  to  bed  seemingly  pretty  well,  wak'd  enrly  and  complun'd  of 
pain.  Ho  seemed  to  g'oe  to  sleep  a^in  ;  was  found  ilead  in  his  bsd 
betw.  6  and  7  A,  M."  —  Journal  tff  (Ac  Jtm.  Dr.  Joseph  Sewatt. 

"  Midweek,  Ma;  6,  1724.  The  Preaident  ia  buried.  BeBiera,  His 
Honor  tlie  Lt  Govt'.,  Col.  Taller,  Sewall,  Dr.  Mather,  Wadswotth, 
Colman.  Glovea,  Rin^,  Scutcheons.  Tho  corps  was  first  carried  into 
the  Hall,  the  whole  funeral  solemnities  movinj;  thither.  There  it  was 
set  down;  and  Mr.  Wolateed  made  a  funeral  oration  in  Latin;  w'ch 
was  performed  well,  considering  the  greatness  of  the  occasion,  and  short 
warning.  Then  the  cavalcade  proceeded  again,  and  by  reason  of  the 
length  of  it,  the  Fellows  and  Students  going  before,  and  the  mourners 
and  others  following  afler,  were  fain  to  proceed  near  as  far  aa  Hastinga' 
before  they  retuined.  Was  laid  in  a  brick  grave."  —  Diary  t^  Ckitf 
Juttiet  SaeaU. 

s  SennoD,  pp.  35,  36. 
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*•  How  little,"  says  Dr.  Colman,'  "  did  we  know  or 
think  what  the  Lord  was  doing  or  bad  done  unto  us, 
the  last  Lord's  day  but  one,  when  in  the  momiog  he 
was  found  dead  and  gone  from  us  in  a  soft  and  gentle 
slumber,  without  any  notice  to  himself  or  us  !  O  the  ^ 
surprising  stroke  of  Heaven  on  us  I  Our  master  gone, 
and  not  accompanied  with  one  partmg  prayer  and  cry 
to  Heaven  for  ourselves  and  him  !  Gone,  and  not  one 
of  all  his  learned,  pious  sons  about  bis  dying  bed,  to 
see  him  expire  great  and  good  (by  the  will  of  God)  as 
he  had  lived,  and  to  have  had  a  blessing  from  his  dying 
lipsl  O  awful  Providence  I  which  loudly  bids  us  Ao/^ 
our  peace,  and  be  dumb  in  silence." ' 

Mr.  Leverett  was  tbe  grandson  of  Governor  LevereiL 
He  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1 680 ;  and 
his  name  stands  second  in  the  Catalogue  in  a  class  of 
fire ;  Richard  Martyn,  of  whom  nothing  is  now  known, 
being,  from  the  rank  of  his  faoiily  in  society,  placed  at 
the  head.  Mr.  Leverett  at  first  studied  theology,  and 
preached  occasionally  for  several  years.  He  and  his 
classmate,  Mr.  Bratde,  were  the  Tutors,  who,  as  has 
been  already  related,  so  ably  conducted  the  College 
during  the  four  years  President  Mather  was  abroad. 

Determining  at  length  to  go  into  the  civil  order,  he 
studied  law  and  practised  in  the  Courts.  He  was 
afterwards  employed  in  several  important  ofiices,  all  of 
which  he  filled  with  great  ability  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  pubUc  He  was  several  years  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  a  member  of  his  Majesty's 
Council,  a  judge  of  Probate,  a  justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  one  of  the  three  Commissioners  with  the  power 

1  These  persons  are  styled  Dr^  though  this  degree  was  not  confer- 
red upon  tfaem  till  aflerwards. 
<  Colman's  Sermon. 
16 
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of  coQtrollmg  the  army  sent  against  Fort  Royal ;  and, 
finally,  President  of  Harvard  College.  * 

The  great  things,  which  were  done  for  this  institution, 
during  the  time  he  had  chaise  of  it,  have  been  particu- 
larly related ;  and  in  reference  to  them  he  might  justly 
have  said  — 

"Quoram  psra  magna  fui." 

His  qualifications  for  the  office  were  not  only  emi- 
nent in  degree  but  singularly  various.  It  is  seldom 
that  a  man  can  be  found  at  any  time,  who  imites  in  his 
person  so  many  of  the  talents  and  qualities,  which  are 
desirable  in  the  head  of  a  University,  as  were  possessed 
by  President  Leverett.  He  had  a  **  great  and  gener- 
ous soul."  His  natural  abilities  were  of  a  very  high 
order.  His  attainments  were  profound  and  extensive. 
He  was  well  acqu^nted  with  the  learned  langu^es, 
with  the  arts  and  sciences,  with  history,  philosophy^ 
law,  divinity,  politics ;  and  such  was  bis  reputation  for 
knowledge  of  men  and  things,  tha^  ''in  almost  every 
doubtful  and  difficult  case,'*  he  was  resorted  to,  for  in- 
formation and  advice. 

To  his  wisdom  and  knowledge  he  added  great  firm- 
ness, resolution,  and  energy  of  character.  His  great 
abilities  being  consecrated  to  the  service  of  God  and  of 
his  generation,  he  was  never  deterred  by  difficulties  or 
dangers  from  any  undertakmg,  which  Providence 
seemed  to  impose  upon  him.  He  prosecuted  his  plans 
with  invincible  constancy,  diligence,  and  cheerfulness. 

1  In  the  HS.  Diir;  of  Chief  Justice  Sewall  there  u  the  following 
entry :  "  Dec.  6,  [1707].  Some  desire,  that  it  may  be  put  into  the 
Bill  of  Hr.  Leverett  —  ^hay  dcwnaU  hUeivH  qffxtt,  om  Judge  i^PnAaU 
and  Judge  ^f  the  Superior  Court.'  '  Arid  entireti/  to  attend  tAnt  ttrviee ' 
was  ioserted,  and  Mr.  Secretary  carried  it  in  to  the  Deputies  aod  took 
their  ci 
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The  accomplishment  of  them  was  frequently  the  re- 
ward of  this  untiring  perseverance ;  but  if  at  any  time 
his  efforts  were  not  attended  with  success,  his  strength 
of  mind  was  equally  conspicuous  under  the  disappoint- 
ment. It  was  in  truth  not  his  own  will,  but  the  will  of 
Godf  that  was  his  rule  of  life ;  tfas  will  he  discerned  in 
the  failure,  as  well  as  in  the  sucess  of  his  undertak- 
ings ;  and  whatever  was  the  result  of  them,  he  enjoyed 
at  least  the  satisfaction  arising  from  earnest,  zealous, 
and  fMthful  endeavours  to  perform  his  duty. 

In  common  with  others,  who  have  rendered  impor- 
tant services  to  mankind,  and  made  themselves  truly 
greats  he  early  acquired,  and  retained  through  life, 
the  invaluable  habit  of  industry. 

He  possessed  also  those  attractions,  which  are  con- 
ferred by  the  graces ;  being,  from  the  sphere  in  which 
he  has  always  moved,  a  gentleman,  as  weU  as  a  schoter 
and  a  man  of  business. 

All  his  endowments,  natural  and  acquired,  all  the 
operations  of  his  mind  and  heart,  were  subjected  to 
the  control  of  religious  and  moral  prinraple.  He  was 
a  pious  and  good,  as  well  as  a  great  man.  As  might 
have  been  expected  from  one  so  enlightened,  he  was 
liberal  and  catholic  in  his  sentiments  and  feelings; 
and  though,  among  the  various  institutions  of  the  com- 
monwealth, he  had  the  preservation  of  its  religious 
estabhshments  greatly  at  heart,  "  he  did  not  place  re- 
ligion so  much  in  particular  forms  and  modes  of  wor- 
ship, or  discipline,  as  in  those  substantial  and  weighty 
matters  of  the  Gospel,  righteousness,  faith,  and  ckari- 

With  so  many  solid  and  brilliant  recommendations, 

^  Ap^eton^  Senaon  on  tb«  Death  of  Preaideot  Leverett,  p.  3L 
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and  with  the  experience,  which  lus  former  connexion 
with  the  College  (as  Tutor)  had  happily  ^ven  him,  he 
brought  to  the  station,  in  wluch  he  was  to  pass  the  re- 
adue  of  his  days,  a  spirit  of  government,  which  was 
never  probably  manifested  in  greater  perfection.  Such 
was  the  weight  of  his  character ;  such  his  reputation 
for  talents,  learning,  and  virtue ;  such  the  '*  majesty 
and  marits  of  greatness  in  hb  speech,  his  behaviour, 
and  his  very  countenance  " ;  and  so  admind;)ly  did  he 
temper  severity  with  mildness ;  that  the  students  were 
inspired  with  reverence  and  affection  for  him  at  the 
same  time.  The  result,  it  is  ahnost  luinecessary  to 
say,  was  obedience  and  order. 

Those  princely  qualities  distinguished  him  indeed, 
when  a  young  man,  and  a  Tutor  in  the  College.  "  For 
forty  years  together,'*  says  Dr.  Colman,  "  he  has  aktme 
in  this  place  and  in  the  eyes  of  this  society,  m  near  a 
meridian  lustre.  For  lus  mmmit^,  which  we  do  but 
just  remember,  was  so  bright  that  it  seemed  to  us  even 
then  the  noon  of  life ;  and  the  College  and  country 
gready  rejoiced  in  his  early  and  uncommon  light 
Near  forty  years  past  we  saw  the  College  flourishing 
under  his  wise  instruction  and  government,  his  faithfiil 
watch,  his  diligent  and  authoritative  inspection.  We 
then  beheld  him  esteemed  highly  in  love  and  honored 
greatly  by  those  that  were  his  fathers  in  age ;  and  as 
for  us  we  reverenced,  feared,  and  loved  him  as  our 
father,  and  as  if  he  had  been  then  gray  in  the  Pre^- 
dent's  chair.  TV  yotmg  men  saw  him  and  hid  them- 
seheSf  and  the  aged  arose  and  stood  up.  Then  men 
gave  ear  to  him,  and  waited  and  kept  silence  at  his 
counsel  IMs  glory  was  tlien  fresh  in  him  and  his  speech 
dropped  upon  vs." ' 

I  Sermon  on  the  Death  of  Preaident  Leverett,  p.  24. 
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His  scientific  and  literary  merits  procured  bbn  hon- 
ors Srom  abroad,  as  well  as  in  his  own  country,  partic- 
ularly the  distinction  of  being  elected  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  liondon. 

"  In  short,"  says  Dr.  Appleton,  "  he  was  a  great 
blessing,  while  he  hred.  He  has  done  a  great  deal  for 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  this  people.  He  has 
been  a  main  pillar  in  the  Church  and  in  the  State.  He 
has  been  an  honor  and  ornament  to  his  country. 
And  he  has  been  a  faithful  fiiend  and  father,  a  careful 
guide  and  guardian  to  the  CoUege,  and  m  no  litde 
measure  the  crown  and  glory  of  that  Society ;  which 
has  not  only  increased  very  much  in  its  numbers,  but 
fiouiished  in  solid  and  usefid  learning,  imder  his  admin- 
btrations."  ^ 

But  of  all  the  tributes  to  bis  memory,  the  finest,  per- 
haps, was  that  paid  to  it  by  Mr.  Henry  Flynt,  about 
thirteea  years,  after  his  death.  Mr.  Flynt  was  a  scholar, 
had  been  educated  under  Mr.  Leverett,  and,  as  Tutw 
and  Fellow  of  the  Corporation,  was  associated  with  him 
during  the  whole  of  his  presidency.  In  a  Latin  Ora- 
tion on  the  death  of  President  Wadsworth,  he  took 
occasion  to  introduce  a  brief  but  glowing  eulogium  on 
President  Leveretf^  closmg  it  in  the  following  strihing 
language:  "De  Ulo  viro  amplissimo  et  doctissimo,  a  quo- 
vis  excellenti  genio,  dici  potest,  ut  olim, '  ^  longe  sequor 
vesHgia  temper  adorans.'  Inscribere  convenit  in  ejus 
monumento,  quod  Aristoteles  Philosophus  longe  abhinc, 
in  sepulcbro  magistri  sui  Flatoois  divmi,  exarari  roluit, 
nimirum.  Hie  jacet  homo,  quern  non  Ucet,  non  decet, 
m^iis  vel ignorantibua  laadare" * 

1  Sermon,  p.  38.  ■  Oratio  FniHbria,  &«,  p.  5. 
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Those,  who  are  conversant  with  the  history  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, need  not  be  informed  of  the  disputes  be- 
tween the  royal  government  and  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century ;  and  it 
will  probably  be  now  admitted,  that  the  House  was  not 
always  in  the  right.  There  was  in  truth,  at  that  time, 
a  great  deal  of  democratic  violence.  In  this  the  individ- 
ueJs  who  composed  the  Corporation  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege did  not  participate.  The  consequence  was,  that 
they  were  not  much  in  tavor  with  the  popular  party, 
while  they  were  esteemed  and  respected  by  the  gov- 
ernors. 
"  "The  governors,  Dudley,  Shute,  Burnet,  Belcher," 
says  Turell  m  his  Life  of  Dr.  Colman, '  "  expressed 
the  highest  value  for  him."  "I  know,"  says  Mr.  Hol- 
lis,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Colman,  "  he  [Gov.  Shute]  had  a 
great  opinion  of  your  sincerity  and  affection  to  serve 
him,  and  will  listen  to  your  advice."  Bishop  Kennet 
had  expressed  regret  to  Mr.  Dummer,  that  Dr.  Col- 
man, with  whom  the  Bishop  corresponded,  had  de- 
clmed  the  presidentship  of  Harvard  College.  In  a 
letter  dated  December  17th,  1725,  the  Doctor  justifies 
himself  to  his  Lordship,  and  observes,  among  other 
things,  **  I  am  not  well  in  the  opinion  of  our  Hottse  of 
Representatives  of  late  years,  on  whom  the  President 

I  p.  79.  «  Chrirtisn  ExMniner,  Til.  p.  71. 
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depends  for  his  subsistence."  There  is  no  reason  to 
think  that  President  Leverett  was  any  better  "  in  the 
opinion  **  of  the  House  than  his  Mend  Dr.  Colman  was. 
There  are  some  facts,  indeed,  which  show  that  he  was 
not.  It  is  true,  that,  in  1715,  the  House  resolved 
"  that  the  sum  of  forty  pounds  be  added  to  the  allow- 
ance of  the  Reverend  Mr.  John  Leverett,  President 
d*  Harvard  GoUege,  for  the  current  year,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  extraordinary  scarcity  and  deamess  of  pro- 
visions, and  other  necessaries  of  house-keeping ; "  and 
again,  in  1720,  voted  him  a  grant  of  fifty  pounds ;  but, 
September  8,  1721,  they  negatived  a  motion  to  make 
him  an  allowance  of  thirty  pounds.  They  even  visited 
his  sins  upon  his  heirs.  To  say  notlung  of  their  non- 
concurrence  with  the  Council  in  a  vote  to  purchase  his 
house  and  land,  though  wanted  for  his  successor  (to 
accomodate  whom  they  chose  to  have  a  house-  built, 
rather  than  to  take  President  Leverett's),  they  refused 
to  relieve  his  estate  from  any  part  of  the  heavy  debts, 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  small  salary  they  allowed 
him,  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  incurring  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  official  duties. 

There  is  evidence,  I  think,  of  the  same  party  spirit 
in  a  letter  received  about  this  tune  fium  Mr.  Hollis, 
who  writes  thus : 

"  Mr.  Cooke,  your  agent,  and  his  son,  did  me  the 
honor  to  visit  me  at  my  house  last  week,  and  we  dis- 
coursed of  your  state,  and  of  your  College.  He  tells 
me,  that  your  College  is  in  a  very  bad  state  and  cojidi- 
tJOTit  and  the  Corporation  ought  to  be  of  Resident  Fel- 
lows ;  that  the  gentlemen  non-resident  are  as  worthy 
persons  as  the  country  affords,  or  could  be  chosen,  but 
by  their  living  at  a  distance  cannot  attend  the  good  of 
the  House  as  were  to  be  desired ;  and  you  cannot  al- 
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ter  it,  or  mcrease  the  autnber  of  your  Corporation 
without  hazard  of  the  whole ;  that  the  wisest  man  in 
Boston  had  thoroughly  examined  it,  and  himself  also, 
who  seems  to  understand  your  constitution  very  welL" 

It  is  enough  to  say  that  this  account  of  the  College 
at  a  time,  when  from  all  other  accounts  it  was  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition,  was  given  to  Mr.  Hollis,  by  a 
nost  zealous  and  active  leader  of  the  popular  party. 
The  appearance  of  candor,  towards  "the  gentlemen 
non-resident, "  will  probably  not  be  thought  to  amount 
to  much,  especially  when  it  is  considered  that  the  man, 
with  whom  Mr.  Cooke  bad  this  conversation,  was  the 
friend  and  correspondent  of  those  persons. 

Some  evidence,  that  the  "  very  bad  state "  of  the 
College  consisted  in  the  directors  of  it  not  being  of  Mr. 
Cooke's  party,  is  found  in  the  following  record  on  the 
Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  June  26th, 
1723:  "The  Theses  of  the  Batchelours  to  be  gra- 
duated at  the  Commencement,  to  be  held  at  Cam- 
bridge the  first  Wednesday  of  July  next,  being  pro- 
duced in  the  House,  and  the  House  observing  the  De- 
dication thereof  not  to  be  property  addi%ssed, 

"Voted,  That  it  is  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  the 
Lieut  Govemour,  who  is  now  Commaader-m-chief  of 
the  Province,  and  the  Head  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
College,  to  have  the  impression  of  those  Theses  go  out 
as  they  now  are. 

"And  therefore, 

"Ordered,    That    the   Printer,  Mr.  Bartholomew 
Green,  be  and  hereby  is  directed  not  to  deliver  any  of 
those  Theses,  till  they  shall  be  properly  addressed. 
"  Sent  up  for  concurrence." 

It  is,  probably,  the  above  to  which  Neal  alludes  in 
the  following  passage  of  a  letter,  cited  by  Hutchinson 
in  his  History  of  Massachusetts : 
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"  The  Governor  showed  me  the  printed  votes  with 
regard  to  the  dedication  of  the  Theses  of  Harvard 
College,  at  which  I  could  not  but  stand  amazed."^ 

Governor  Shute  was  then  in  England,  where  he  had 
gone  to  prefer  his  compldnts  against  the  province. 

The  amount  of  the  whole  seems  to  be,  that  the 
leaders  of  the  popular  party  were  not  pleased  to  see 
the  College  in  (he  hands  of  such  men  as  Presideot 
Leverett  and  Dr.  Colman,  who  had  too  much  modera- 
tioQ  and  liberality  of  sentiment  to  suit  the  views  and 
taste  of  party  zealots ;  that  the  hostility  felt  towards 
the  Corporation  was  suppressed  for  several  years ; 
that  during  that  period,  those  who  had  the  maoage- 
ment  of  the  College,  were  not  much  molested,  and 
President  Leverett  even  had  one  or  two  small  grants 
allowed  him ;  that  their  adversaries  at  length  made  an 
effort  to  take  the  College  out  of  their  handg  ;  that  the 
opposition  which  the  popular  leaders  met  with  on  this 
occasion  from  the  Corporation,  especially  from  Presi- 
dent Leverett  and  Dr.  Colman,  roused  and  inflamed 
their  enmity  towards  them ;  that  the  popular  leaders 
then  threw  off  all  reserve,  and  not  only  treated  those 
gentlemen  with  disrespect  and  unkindness,  not  to  say  ' 
with  injustice,  but  even  carried  their  anunosity  so  far 
as  to  misrepresent  the  condition  of  the  College. 

It  may  be  said,  in  answer  to  all  this,  that  some 
persons  were  in  favor  of  the  measure,  who  cannot  be 
supposed  to  have  been  actuated  by  such  motives ; 
that  Thomas  Hutchinson,  Edmund  Quincy,  Addington 
Davenport,  Benjamin  Lynde,  and  Paul  Dudley,  were 
of  the  Committee,  on  the  part  of  the  Council,  that 
recommended  it.     How  far   these  men  really  went, 

I  Hutcbinaon'g  Hist  of  Mus.  II.  p.  290,  note. 
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cannot  now,  I  suppose,  be  ascertained.  It  does  not 
even  appear  that  tbey  were  all  in  favoF  of  the  report. 
It  may  be  admitted,  however,  that  they  were;  and 
that  they  had,  in  some  vfi^  or  other,  been  led  to 
believe  that  such  a  measure  would  be  right  and  wise ; 
but  if  so,  there  is  no  doubt  they-afterwards  changed 
their  opinion ;  for  the  Council,  of  which  they  were  lead- 
ing members,  though  it  voted  at  first  to  accept  the 
report,  yet  afterwards,  upon  a  hearing  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, gave  a  different  vote;  whereas  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives,  actuated  by  some  feeling  in  which 
the  other  branch  did  not  sympathize,  refused  to  give 
a  bearing  and  adhered  obstinately  to  its  former  vote. 
To  what  is  this  difference  in  the  conduct  of  those  two 
bodies  to  be  attributed  1  Do  not  the  facts  related  fur- 
lush  a  satisfactory  clue  ? 

I  am  aware  that  an  aUe  writer  (Mr.  Lowell)  has  pre- 
sented a  different  solution  of  this  affair,  from  that  which 
I  have  ventured  to  give.  In  his  "  Remarks "  on  the 
Memorial  of  the  Resident  Instructors  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, in  1824,  he  observes ;  —  "  The  conduct  of  that 
.  legislature,  so  contrary  to  that  of  all  preceding  and  all 
subsequent  legislatures,  in  their  conduct  towards  the 
College,  led  me  to  sm^ct  that  there  must  have  been 
some  temporary  excitement  tending  to  warp  their 
judgment,  and  /  think  I  have  discovered  it. 

"In  1717,  the  Corporation  bad  elected  the  Rev. 
Benjamin  Colman,  pastor  of  Brattle- Street  Church,  a 
fellow.  His  principles  of  church -government  were 
very  offensive  to  the  Mathers,  and  to  the  rulers  of  the 
Church  and  State  generally.  They  were  desirous  of 
ousting  him  from  the  Corporation.  Hence  the  reserva- 
tion of  the  Governor,  though  moderate  and  just,  savmg 
the  rights  of  the   incumbents,  defeated   their  great 
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object.    Tutors  Sever  and  Welateed  were  but  the 
tools,  with  which  this  UDholy  and  illiberal  worit  was  to 
be  accomplished.    We  are  confirmed  in  this  opinion 
by  the  fact,  that  when  in  1 725  Colraan  was  legally  ") 
elected  President,  the  govemmeat  refused  to  grant   [ 
him  his  salary,  and  his  election  was  opposed  on  the    ) 
ground,  that  it  was  dang»t)us  to  entrust  the  presidency    ' 
of  the  College  to  a  man,  who  denied  the  supreauxy  of  . 
the  associated  clergy,  —  who  was  an  avowed  opponent    '■. 
of  consociations." ' 

Various  considerations  oblige  me  to  dissent  from 
this  explanation. 

Dr.  Colman  took  charge  of  the  new  Church  in  Brat- 
tle Street  as  early  as  the  year  1700.  It  is  true,  the 
principles,  on  which  that  Church  was  founded,  gave 
great  offence  to  other  churches ;  but  a  reconcQiatlon 
took  place ;  and  Dr.  Colman  was  in  habits  of  commu- 
nion and  fellowship  with  his  brethren,  not  excepting 
either  of  the  Mathers.  But  the  conduct  of  the  Over- 
seers of  the  College,  towards  Dr.  Colman,  appears  to 
me  to  be  decisive  upon  this  point.  Who  were  these 
Overseers  ?  The  Qovemor,  Lieutenant-GoremcM*, 
Council,  and  ministers  of  the  six  adjcuning  towns ;  the 
very  men,  surely,  if  any,  to  have  been  influenced-  by 
the  consideration  in  question.  Now,  what  did  these 
men,  to  whom  Dr.  Colman  is  supposed  to  be  still  so 
obnoxious  for  what  took  place  more  than  twenty  years 
before,  do  in  the  present  easel  Not  petition  the 
General  Court,  to  pass  such  an  order  as  would  mat 
him  from  the  Corporation ;  but  merely  to  enlarge  that 
body,  so  as  to  admit  the  Tutors ;  and  they,  in  fact, 
requested   Governor  Shute  to  make  the  "proviso" 

1  Remarke  od  n  Pamphlet  printed  b;  the  Professon  and  Tutors  of 
Harvard  Univereity.    Borton.    1834.    p.  S9. 
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which  had  for  its  object  the  retaining  of  him  and  the 
other  Don-resideot  Fellows  in  the  Corporation. 

To  this  testimony  in  favor  of  Dr.  Coiman,  they 
soon  afterwards  added  the  most  positive  and  conclu- 
sive evidence  of  their  regard  for  him ;  for  after  the 
death  of  President  Leverett,  in  1724,  these  bigoted 
opposers  of  the  Doctor  unanimously  approved  of  the 
choice,  which  the  Corporation  had  made  of  him  for 
President  of  the  College ! 

It  cannot  be  necessary  to  add  any  thing  further  to 
demonstrate,  that,  if  the  religious  motive,  assigned  as 
the  mainspring  of  this  aflfair,  had  any  operation  at  all, 
it  must  have  been  very  inconsiderable.  Had  it  been 
felt  to  any  extent,  it  would  certainly  have  shown  itself 
among  the  Overseers. 

The  very  able  writer,  from  whom  the  above  quota- 
tion is  made,  offers  his  solution,  indeed,  merely  as  a 
conjecture,  or  rather,  in  his  own  language  merely 
"  suspects  "  that  there  must  have  been  some  tempora- 
ry excitement  as  above  stated  by  him.  But,  I  think, 
he  had  not  given  this  point  a  minute  examination ; 
for  he  speaks  of  Dr.  Colman's  being  '*an  avowed 
opponent  of  consociations."  Now,  distinguished  as 
Dr.  Coiman  certainly  was  for  the  candor  and  liberal- 
ity of  his  sentiments,  it  was  not  in  this  way  that  he 
manifested  it.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  an  atxtwed 
advocate  of.  consociations.  In  a  letter  to  one  of  his 
Reverend  brethren,  he  says,  "  In  short,  the  consociation 
of  churches  is  the  very  soul  and  hfe  of  the  congregational 
scheme,  necessary  to  the  very  esse  as  well  as  bene 
of  it ;  without  which  we  must  be  independent,  and  mth 
which  all  tie  good  of  Presbyterianism  is  attamable."  * 

"  TurcU'B  Life  of  Cdman,  p.  107. 
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It  is  evideDt,  also,  that  Dr.  Colman  himself  was  not 
aware  that  his  election  to  the  Presidency  was  opposed 
in  the  House  on  reli^ous  grounds ;  for  in  bis  letter 
before  alluded  to,  he  merely  says,  "  I  am  not  well  in 
the  opinion  of  our  House  of  Representatives  of  UUe 
years;" — an  expression  which  could  have  bad  no 
reference  to  an  affair  of  so  long  standing  as  one  which 
was  coeval  with  his  settlement  in  the  ministry. 
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Dr.  Cottow  Mather,  who  during  the  whole  of 
Mr.  Leverett's  presidency  met  but  once  with  the 
Overseers,  which  was  in  1714,  when  the  choice  of  Mr. 
White  as  Treasurer  was  acted  upon,  now  makes  bis 
appearance  for  a  short  time  again  among  the  Curators 
of  the  College.  We  find  him  again  at  two  meetings 
of  the  Overseers,  one  of  which  was  August  6,  1724, 
the  first  at  which  the  question  of  electing  a  President 
was  brought  forward,  and  when,  in  consequence  of  a 
proposal  from  the  Corporation,  it  was  voted  "  that  the 
Corporation  be  advised  and  directed  speedily  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  a  suitable  person  to  be  Presi- 
dent of  the  College,  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  made  by 
the  death  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  LeveretL" 

"  Twice,"  says  Dr.  Eliot,  "  he  thought  himself  a 
candidate  for  the  President's  chair,  and  kept  days  of 
&sting,  that  he  might  be  directed  how  to  act  upon  the 
occasion ;  but  he  was  disappointed.  Governor  Dud- 
ley persuaded  his  friend  Leverett  to  accept  the  place 
in  1707 ;  and  when  that  great  man  died,  in  172<^  and 
the  voice  of  the  people  cried  aloud  for  Dr.  Mather,  and 
it  was  declared,  even  in  the  General  Court,  that  he 
ought  to  be  President,  it  was  decided  otherwise  by 
the  members  of  the  Corporation.     The  chmr  was 
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offered  to  Dr.  Golman,  and  Dr.  Sewall,  and  afterwards 
to  Mr.  Wadsworth,  who  accepted  it. " 

That  a  warm  partisao  of  Dr.  Mather  vindicated  his 
cldms  to  the  office  of  President,  even  in  the  General 
Court,  is  very  probable,  and  not  very  material.  It  may 
be  admitted,  without  much  inquiry,  that  ''in  a  public 
speech  made  in  the  General  Assembly,  a  member  of 
the  Boston  seat  declaredi  after  Dr.  Colmaa's  election, 
that  he  was  a  man  of  no  learning  compared  with  Dr. 
Mather,"  as  it  might  have  been  thought  litUe  of  by 
the  Corporation,  without  any  great  crime.  But  the 
charge  of  disregarding  "  the  voice  of  the  people  "  is 
of  a  more  serious  nature,  and  requires  examination. 
Now  there  are  various  considerations  which  lead  me 
to  acquit  those  highly  respectable  persons,  who  com- 
posed the  Coiporation,  of  such  indecorum,  to  give  it 
no  harsher  name,  as  that  of  setdng  the  public  at  defi- 
ance, in  the  manner  the  above  statement  supposes 
them  to  have  done ;  but  I  think  it  quite  sufficient  to 
observe,  that  the  Corporation  had  the  support  of  that 
numerous  body  of  men,  who,  in  point  of  station,  of 
wisdom,  and  of  influence,  formed  a  most  important 
part  of  the  people,  the  honorable  and  reverend  Over- 
seers. There  was,  no  doubt,  a  clamor  upon  the  occa- 
sion; but  it  was  not,  I  believe,  "the  voice  of  the 
people,**  or  at  least  of  that  portion  of  the  people  to 
whom  the  consideration  of  such  a  question  properly 
belongs. 

The  first  of  the  three  Reverend  gentlemen  above 
mentioned,  to  whom  *'  the  chair  was  offered,"  was  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Sewall  of  the  Old  South  Church  in  Bos- 
ton. He  was  elected  by  the  Corporation,  August  1 1th, 
1724,  and  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Overseers  after- 
wards, viz.  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  the  choice 
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was  approved  by  them.  Committees  were  chosen  to 
desire  his  acceptance,  and  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
Mr.  Sewall's  church.  The  church  declaring  "  their 
unwillingness  to  part  with  their  pastor,  be  gave  his 
answer  in  the  negative." 

This  election  seems  to  have  decided  Dr.  Cotton 
Mather  to  take  no  further  part  in  the  management  of 
the  College. 

He  died  not  many  years  after  (February,  1728),  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  Among  the  reasons  which 
render  proper  some  further  notice  of  this  distinguished 
alumnus  of  Harvard  College,  a  particular  one  is  found 
in  the  services  which  he  rendered  it.  He  is  in  &ct 
entitled  to  a  place  among  its  benefactors ;  not  that  he 
enriched  it  by  any  splendid  donation,  for  he  does  not 
appear  to  have  possessed  the  means  of  benefiting  it 
in  that  way ;  but  he  has  preserved  much  interesting 
and  valuable  information  respecting  the  history  of  the 
College,  and  the  Uves  of  its  principal  graduates  for  the 
first  sixty  years,  which,  but  for  his  care  and  affection  for 
his  alma  mater,  would  probably  have  been  lost.  This 
is  a  benefaction,  which,  notwithstanding  its  character- 
istic alloy,  the  sons  and  friends  of  the  College  will 
ever  acknowledge  with  gratitude. 

With  all  the  defects  and  blemishes,  which  mariced 
the  character  of  Cotton  Mather,  it  will  not  be  denied 
that  he  was  a  most  extraordinary  man.  That  he  pos- 
sessed great  vigor  and  activity  of  mind,  quickness  of 
apprehension,  a  lively  imagination,  a  prodigious  me- 
mory, uncommon  facility  in  acquiring  and  communicat- 
ing knowledge,  with  the  most  indefatigable  application 
and  industry ;  that  be  amassed  an  immense  store  of 
information  on  all  subjects,  human  and  divine ;  that 
his  piety  was  sincere  and  ardent;  that  he  was  a  man 
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of  beoevoleot  feeUngs,  and  an  habitual  promoter  and 
doer  of  good,  is  evident,  as  well  from  his  writings  as 
from  the  various  accounts  that  have  been  transmitted 
respecting  him.  It  is  equally  evident  that  his  judg- 
ment was  not  equal  to  his  other  faculties ;  that  bis 
passions,  which  were  naturally  strong  and  violent 
were  not  always  under  proper  regulation  ;  that  he  was 
weak,  credulous,  enthusiastic,  and  superstitious.  His 
conversation  is  s^id  to  have  been  mstrUctive  and  en- 
tertaining in  a  high  degree,  though  often  marred  by 
levity,  vanity,  imprudence,  and  puns.  His  writings 
were  exceedingly  voluminous.  According  to  his  bi- 
ographer, who  was  his  son,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Mather, 
three  hundred  and  eighty-three  of  his  works  were 
published ;  and  this  number  does  not  appear  to  in- 
clude the  whole.  Most  of  these  works  were  indeed 
small,  many  of  them  being  single  sermons ;  some* 
however,  were  books  of  considerable  magnitude.  His 
opus  magnum  was  the  "Magnolia  Ckristi  Jlmericaiux.'* 
This  is  truly  an  (^ms  magnum ;  and  though  disfigured 
with  pedantry  and  barbarisms,  both  as  to  style  and 
matter,  though  stuffed  with  puerile  conceits,  with  a 
strange  pedantic  display  of  erudition,  and  with  mar- 
vellous and  incredible  tales,  it  is  an  amusing  and 
instructive  work  ;  it  will  always  be  prized  as  an 
immense  repository  of  facts  respecting  the  early  his- 
tory of  New  JEngland.  A  new  edition  of  this  work, 
in  two  volumes,  8vo.,  was  printed  at  New  Haven  in 
1820  ;  and  it  has  faithfully  preserved  even  the  typo- 
graphical errors  of  the  first  London  impression  of  1702. 
Though  "he  wrote  too  much  to  write  well "  he  is  often 
instructive  and  entertaming.  His  "  Remarkables,**  &.C., 
for  instance,  is  a  book  well  deserving  of  being  read ; 
and  his  "  Bonifacius :  an  Essay  upon  the  good  to  be 
18 
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devised  by  those  who  would  answer  the  great  end  of 
hfe,"  (which  has  been  reprinted  with  some  modifica- 
tions, both  in  England  and  in  this  country,)  has  a  place 
among  the  useful  books  of  the  present  day.  It  was 
to  this  work  that  ,Dr.  Franklin  alluded  in  the  following 
passage  of  a  letter  to  Dr.  Samuel  Mather : 

"  When  I  was  a  boy  I  met  with  a  book  entitled 
Essays  to  do  Good,  which  I  think  was  written  by  your 
father.  It  had  been  so  little  regarded  by  a  former 
possessor,  that  several  leaves  of  it  were  torn  out :  but 
the  remainder  gave  me  such  a  turn  of  thinkuig*  as  to 
have  an  influence  on  my  conduct  through  life ;  for  I 
have  always  set  a  greater  value  on  the  character  of  a 
doer  of  good,  than  on  any  other  kind  of  reputation ; 
and  if  I  have  been,  as  you  seem  to  think,  a  useful 
citizen,  the  public  owes  the  advantage  of  it  to  that 
book." ' 

Cotton  Mather's  honors,  of  which  he  seems  to 
have  been  sufficiently  proud,  were  chiefly  from  abroad. 
In  1710  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity 
from  the  University  of  Glasgow,  and  he  appears  to 
have  been  the  first  American  on  whom  tlmt  degree 
was  conferred  by  any  British  University.  Besides  his 
publications,  he  left  several  large  works  in  manuscript 
One  of  them,  entided  "Gohathus  Detruncatus,"  written 
ag^st  the  famous  Arian,  Mr.  Whistoo  (who  in  sev- 
eral points  of  character  bore  a  striking  resemblance  to 
his  Orthodox  opponent),  was  to  have  been  pubhshed 
by  Dr.  Edwards,  a  famous  divine  of  the  Church  of 
jElngland,  who  had  written  a  preface  to  it ;  but  its  ap- 
pearance was  prevented  by  the  Doctor's  death.  The 
lai^est  of  these  manuscripts,  and  indeed  of  aU  his  works, 

1  Fnnklin'e  Works,  VI.  p.  135. 
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is  cDtitled  "Biblia  Americana,  or  the  Sacred  Scriptures, 
&,c.  illustrated."  Upon  this  work  he  was  employed 
twenty  years.  It  was  supposed,  in  the  proposals 
which  his  son  issued  in  1721  for  pubhshing  it,  that  it 
would  make  a  work  of  three  volumes  folio.  The  pub- 
lication did  not  take  place ;  and  the  manuscript  is  de- 
posited in  the  Library  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society;  where,  with  the  portrait  of  the  author's  strik- 
ing face,  it  will  be  permitted  probably  to  remain;  the 
chance  of  its  publication  not  being  increased,  certwnly, 
by  more  than  a  century's  progress  of  biblical  learning 
since  it  was  prepared. 

His  contemporaries  appear  to  have  formed  a  very 
correct  estimate  of  his  abilities.  They  saw  his  weak- 
nesses and  eccentricities,  and  therefore  would  not 
choose  him  President  of  Harvard  College.  They  saw, 
at  the  same  time,  what  posterity  sees,  that  he  was 
a  man  of  wonderful  parts,  of  immense  learning,  and  of 
eminent  piety  and  virtue.  It  is  true  he  had  his  friends 
and  his  enemies,  who  gave  very  different  views  of  him ; 
but  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  such  a  person  as  Dr. 
Colman  would  draw  a  picture  of  any  one,  whom  he  was 
making  the  subject  of  a  solemn  discourse,  that  should 
disgust  by  the  extravagance  of  its  Battery.  In  a  ser- 
mon preached  on  his  death,  his  friend,  Dr.  Cohnan, 
does  not  indeed  say,  that  he  was  "  by  far  the  greatest 
man  he  ever  was  acquainted  with," '  but  he  uses  such 
language  respecting  him,  as,  notwithstanding  his  very 
natural  fear  of  being  thought  to  do  Mather  less  than 
justice,  he  could  have  employed  only  in  speaking  of 
a  great  man.  "  We  mourn  the  decease  from  us  (not 
his  ascension  to  God)  of  the  first  Minister  of  the 

1  Eliot's  Biog.  Diet 
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town,  the  first  in  age,'  in  ^fts,  and  in  grace ;  as  all 
his  brethren  very  readily  own.  I  might  add  (it  may 
be  without  offence  to  any)  the  first  in  the  whole 
province  and  provinces  of  New  England,  for  uni- 
versal   hterature,   and    extensive   services.     Yea,  it 
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novel  and  shocking  to  vulgar  prejudice,  exposed  lum  to 
great  obloquy,  and  even  peril.  So  far  was  the  rage  of 
the  populeice  carried,  that  a  lighted  shell  iilled  with 
gunpowder  was  one  evening  thrown  into  his  parlour 
window.  The^  affair  was  brought  before  the  General 
Court 

Dr.  Mather's  characterisic  humor,  not  to  say  his  spleen, 
on  the  election  of  Dr.  Sewall,  appeared  in  a  short  remark. 
"This  day  Dr.  Sewall  was  chosen  for  his  piety." 
Dr.  Sewalt  was,  indeed,  a  man  of  the  most  ardent 
and  exalted  piety.  Accordingly  Dr.  Eliot,  who  with- 
out doubt  spoke  partly  from  his  own  personal  knowl- 
edge, says :  "  He  was  a  man  who  seemed  to  breathe  the 
air  of  Heaven,  while  he  was  here  upon  earth ;  he 
delighted  in  the  work  of  the  ministry ;  and  when  he 
grew  venerable  for  his  age,  as  well  as  his  piety,  he 
was  regarded  as  the  father  of  the  clergy.  The  rising 
generation  looked  upon  him  with  reverence,  and  all 
classes  of  people  felt  a  respect  for  his  name.  He  was 
a  genuine  disciple  of  the  famous  John  Calvin.  He 
dwelt  upon  the  great  articles  of  the  Christian  faith  in  ~ 
preaching  and  conversation ;  and  dreaded  the  propa- 
gation of  any  opinions  in  this  country,  which  were  , 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  our  fathers.  Hence  he 
was  no  friend  to  &ee  inquiries,  or  to  any  discussion  of 
theological  opinions,  which  were  held  true  by  the  first 
reformers.  His  advice  to  students  in  divinity  was,  to 
read  the  Bible  always  with  a  comment,  such  as  Mr. 
Henry's,  or  Archbishop  Usher's,  and  to  make  them- 
selves acquainted  with  the  work  of  his  great  prede- 
cessor, Mr.  Willard,  whose  Body  of  Divinity  was  then 
in  great  repute.  Though  he  so  often  preached  the 
doctrines  of  the  gospel,  yet  he  never  entered  into  any 
curious  speculations;' bis  object  was  to  impress  upon 
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people  what  they  should  believe,  and  how  they  must 
live  to  be  eternally  happy.  His  sermons  were  pa- 
thetic, and  the  pious  strains  of  his  prayers,  as  well  as 
preaching,  excited  serious  attention,  and  made  a  devout 
assembly.  His  character  was  uniform,  and  the  obser- 
vation has  often  been  made,  if  he  entered  into  com- 
pany something  serious  or  good  dropt  from  his  Ups. 
*  His  very  presence  banished  away  every  thjng  of 
levity,  and  solemnized  the  minds  of  eJI  those  who  were 
with   him.*"^ 

Though  not  accounted  a  great  man,  he  was  highly 
respectable  for  his  talents  and  learning.  He  was  a 
very  good  classical  scholar.  "  He  could  write  ^land- 
somely  in  Latin  when  he  was  an  old  man,  and  had 
read  many  authors  in  that  language."  He  was  hon- 
ored with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  the 
University  of  Glasgow,  at  the  same  time  (1731)  with 
Dr.  Colman.  Upon  the  resignation  of  this  gentleman 
in  1728,  he  was  chosen  a  Fellow  of  the  Corporation 
and  resigned  in  1765,  having  served  the  College  fidth- 
fuUy  and  usefully  in  that  capacity  thirty-seven  years. 
He  was  a  benefactor  of  the  College.  "  Efis  donation 
of  money  to  be  appropriated  to  indigent  scholars,  has 
been  of  considerable  use.  He  gave  this  during  his 
life,  and  was  among  the  first  to  repair  the  loss  of  the 
hbrary,  when  Harvard  Hall  was  consumed  by  fire,  by 
making  a  present  of  many  valuable  books.  This  de- 
vout man  also  gave  much  alms  to  the  people.  He 
possessed  an  estate  beyond  any  of  his  brethren ;  but 
he  always  devoted  a  tenth  part  of  his  income  to  pious 
and  charitable  uses." '  He  died  June  27tb,  1769,  in 
the  eighty -first  year  of  his  age. 

1  Eliot's  Biograpbical  Dictionary,  pp.  422, 423.    >  Ibid.  pp.  423, 424 
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He  vas  nearly  related  to  the  three  great  men  of  the 
name  of  Sewall  who  held  the  office  of  Chief  Justice 
of  Massachusetts.  The  first  was  his  father,  the  second 
his  cousm,  and  the  third,  who  was  the  late  eminent 
and  excellent  Chief  Justice  Samuel  SewziU,  of  Marble- 
head,  was  his  grandson.  The  latter  left  seyeral  sons 
who  were  graduated  at  Harvard  College,  and  who  still, 
as  mmisters  or  laymen,  honorably  support  the  credit  of 
that  andent  and  distinguished  family. 
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Failing  in  their  endeavours  to  obtain  a  suitable  per- 
son for  the  office  of  president  from  the  community  at 
large,  the  Corporation  seem  to  have  been  compelled 
to  have  recourse  to  their  own  body ;  and  made  choice 
of  a  gentleman,  whose  paramount  claims  and  qualifica- 
tions for  the  appointment  must  have  rendered  the 
circumstance  of  his  being  a  Fellow  of  the  electoral 
body  an  objection  only  with  the  over-fastidious ;  —  the 
Rev.  Benjamin  Colman,  pastor  of  the  BratUe-Street 
Church  in  Boston.  He  was  chosen  by  the  Corporation' 
Nov.  18th,  1724,  and  the  choice  was  approved  by  the 
Overseers  at  their  first  meeting  afterwards,  which  was 
on  the  24th  rf  the  same  month.  "We  have  the  au- 
thority of  his  son-in-law  and  biographer,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Turell,  for  saying,  that  the  vote  in  his  favor  was 
unanimous.  A  committee,  consisting  of  Judge  Sewall, 
Col.  Townsend,  CoL  Quincy,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Prince, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Webb,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Appleton,  was 
appointed  to  apply  for  his  consent  and  that  of  his 
church,  and  to  procure  from  the  General  Court  "a 
proper  salary  for  his  encouragement" 

Mr.  Colman,  in  his  own  opinion,  "  not  being  well 
-with  the  House  of  late  years,'*  thought  it  prudent  to 
defer  his  answer  till  the  Gieneral  Court  had  acted 
upon  the  application  for  his  salary.    The  House  voted 
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not  to  fix  a  salary  till  he  bad  given  his  answer.  Mr. 
Colman  refusing  to  accept  uDder  such  circumstances, 
the  Overseers  voted,  Dec.  17th,  1724,  that  "  the  same 
Committee  doe  now  again  wait  on  the  Hod'''"-  Gen'- 
Court  with  Mr.  Colman's  answer  and  with  this  vote, 
praying  that  the  matter  of  a  salary  may  be  considered 
by  them  and  so  acted  upon  as  may  be  most  for  the 
speedy  settlement  of  a  President  in  the  College  and 
therein  for  the  good  of  the  whole  province.'  Cd. 
Byfield  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wadsworth  were  added  to 
the  Committee.  The  next  day  the  Committee  re- 
ported tp  the  Overseers  the  following  vote ;  "  In  the 
House  of  Representatives,  Dec.  18,  1724,  the  question 
was  put,  whether  the  Court  would  establish  a  salary 
or  allowance  for  the  President  of  Harvard  College  for 
the  time  being,  before  the  person  chosen  to  that 
office  had  accepted  the  duty  and  trust  thereof  It 
passed  ia  the  negative,  nemine  contrcdicejUe.  Wm. 
Dudley  Speaker."  This  decided  Mr.  Colman  to  give 
his  final  answer  in  the  negative. 

Those  who  consider  how  few,  at  any  time,  among 
the  great  number  of  individuals  distinguished  for  their 
endowments  and  virtues  in  the  various  departments  of 
life,  possess  the  requisite  qualifications  for  the  presi- 
dency of  a  college,  w31  readily  conceive  that  the  Cor- 
poration must  have  experienced  no  small  difficulty  in 
finding  a  suitable  person  to  fill  the  vacant  office.  Ac- 
cordingly it  was  neariy  six  months  before  they  came 
to  another  choice.  At  length  in  June,  1726,  they 
fix^d  upon  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Wadsworth,  Pastor  of 
the  First  Church  m  Boston.  The  Overseers  approved 
the  choice  June  1 0th,  and  appdnted  a  Committee  for 
wnilar  purposes  with  those  mentbned  in  the  account 
of  the  previous  appointments.  They  were  moreover 
19 
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to  request  the  General  Court,  in  addition  to  an  **  hon- 
ourable salary,"  to  provide  "a  suitable  habitation. for 
his  reception  at  Cambridge."  He  accepted  the  {ap- 
pointment, evidently  more  from  a  sense  of  duty,  than 
from  any  desire,  either  for  its  cares  or  its  honors. 

His  inauguration  took  place  on  Commencement  day, 
July  7ih,  1 725,  and  was  remarkable  for  its  simplicity. 
The  following  account  of  it  is  taken  from  the  records 
of  the  Overseers : 

"  Commencement  Day,  July  7,  1725. 

"The  Overseers  and  the  Corporation  went,  in  the 
usual  form,  to  the  meetinghouse,  on  the  Coraraence- 
ment-day  morning;  where,  after  the  morning  prayer, 
made  by  Mr.  Coleman,  Mr.  President  Wadsworth 
being  in  the  pew  with  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor, His  Honor  was  pleased  to  make  the  foUowmg 
speech  to  him : 
'Rev'd  Sib, 

'  You  being  duly  elected  and  approved  to  be  the 
President  of  Harvard  College, !  doe  accordingly,  in  the 
name  of  the  Overseers,  invest  you  with  the  govern- 
ment thereof,  in  the  same  extent  as  any  of  your  pre- 
decessors, Presidents  of  Harviu-d  College,  have  been 
heretofore  vested ;  and  deliver  to  you  the  keys,  with 
these  books  and  papers,  as  badges  of  your  authority ; 
confiding,  that  you  will  govern  the  society  with  loyalty 
to  our  sovereign  lord,  King  George,  and  obedience  to 
his  laws,  and  according  to  the  Statutes  and  Rules  of 
the  sEud  College.* 

*•  To  which  speech  Mr.  President  Wadsworth 
returned  the  following  answer : 

'  I  thankfully  acknowledge  the  respect  shewn  mee 
by  the  reverend  Corporation,  especially  by  your  Honor 
and  the  honored  and  reverend  Overseers.    I  freely 
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own  myself  unworthy  of  the  honor,  and  unequal  to  ihe 
labours  of  the  important  office  to  which  I  am  called. 
But  I  think  the  call  of  Providence  (which  I  desire  to 
eye  in  all  thbgs)  is  so  loud  and  plain,  that  I  dare  not 
refuse  it.  1  desire  to  have  my  whole  dependence  on 
the  great  God,  my  Saviour,  for  all  the  wisdom  and 
grace  needful  for  mee  in  this  weighty  service.  I  hope 
by  His  help  I  shall  show  all  proper  allegiance  to  our 
sovereign  lord.  King  George,  and  obedience  to  his  laws 
in  this  province,  and  endeavour  to  promote  the  same 
amongst  all  1  shal  be  concerned  with.  I  shal  endeav- 
oiu"  to  take  the  best  care  I  can  of  the  College,  directing 
and  ordering  the  members  and  affairs  of  it  according  to 
the  Constitution,  Laws,  and  Statutes  thereof.  I  desire 
the  earnest  prayers  of  God's  people,  that  the  God  of 
all  grace  would  make  mee  faithful  and  successful  m  the 
very  great  service  I  am  called  to.' 

"  After  which  the  President  went  up  into  the  pulpit 
and  called  for  the  Salutatory  Oration,  and  moderated 
one  of  the  Batchelder*s  questions ;  and  so  the  forenoon 
exercise  ended." 

The  General  Court  had  already  taken  measures  for 
his  support  and  accommodation.  Immediately  after 
the  Committee  of  the  Overseers  had  waited  upon  them, 
to  give  notice  that  Mr.  Wadsworth  was  to  be  President 
of  the  College,  and  to  ask  for  an  allowance  from  the 
public  Treasury,  a  Committee  of  both  Houses  was 
appointed  "to  inquire  into  and  examine  the  state  of 
the  Colledge  Treasury  and  Revenues,  and  how  the 
same  is  appropriated  and  disposed  ol^  and  to  inquire 
into  the  Rents  and  profits  of  the  JVeto  Colledge  or 
Massachusetts-Hall."  They  were  to  make  report  at 
the  next  session,  but  in  the  mean  time  were  to  pro- 
care  a  house  for  the  temporary  residence  of  the  Presi- 
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dent.  The  Court  also  voted  him  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  "  to  enable  him  to  enter  upon  and  manage 
the  great  aSm  of  President  of  Harvard  College  to 
which  he  is  appomted." 

The  Committee  made  their  report  at  the  following 
session  in  December;  and,  afler  some  disagreement 
between  the  two  Houses  as  to  the  allowance  for  the 
President's  support,  it  was  Bnally  resolved,  that  he 
should  be  allowed  from  the  public  Treasury  seventy 
pounds,  which,  with  the  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
previously  granted,  and  the  sum  remaining  in  the  hands 
of  the  Corporation  for  the  rent  of  Massachusetts-Hall 
for  the  first  five  years,  and  the  rent  of  the  same  Hall 
for  the  current  year  (wWch  the  Court  ordered  to  be 
paid  to  him),  making  in  all  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
pounds,  **  the  Court  were  of  opinion  was  a  sufficient 
and  honor^le  support  for  him  the  sud  President  for 
one  year."  That  he  might  be  "further  encouraged 
cheerfully  to  go  through  the  momentous  aflairs  of  his 
office,"  he  was  to  be  allowed  the  future  annual  rents 
of  Massachusetts-Hall  duiing  his  continuance  in  the 
said  office.  The  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  was 
also  granted  from'the  public  Treasury  to  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Harvard  College  to  be  used  by  them  "  for  the 
building  and  finishing  a  handsome  wooden  dwelling- 
house,  bam,  out-houses,  &c.,  on  some  part  of  the  lands 
adjacent  and  belonging  to  the  sud  College,  for  the 
reception  and  accommodation  of  the  Reverend  Presi- 
dent of  Harvard  CoUege„for  the  time  being." 

In  signifying  their  coocurreoce  with  the  House  in 
the  above  vote,  the  Council  expressed  an  "opinion, 
it  would  be  best  for  the  Corporation  to  be  at  liberty 
for  the  disposal  of  the  ;£!  ,000,  either  to  build  or  bi^ 
a  house  for  the  President,  as  their  prudence  shall 
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direct  and  guide  them."  This  was  probably  with 
reference  to  the  maDsion-house  of  the  late  President 
Leverett,  now  occupied  bj  President  Wadsworth. 
As  early  as  June,  1724,  an  humble  address  of  the 
Corporation,  praying  that  the  General  Court  would 
purchase  that  place,  which  was  contiguous  to  the 
College  lands,  **  to  be  the  seat  and  habitation  of  the 
Presidents  of  Harvard  Colledge,  in  times  to  come," 
was "  read  in  the  Council  and  "  sent  down  recom- 
mended." The  House  do  not  appear  to  have  ever 
acted  upon  this  application ;  but  Uiey  now  passed  a 
vote  not  to  allow  the  Corporation  the  liberty  of  building 
<x  buying  as  proposed  by  the  Council.  This  was 
not  the  only  instance  of  posthumous  disregard,  not  to 
say  hostility,  which  that  excellent  man  appears  to  have 
experienced  from  the  popular  branch  of  die  Legislature. 
Repeated  appeals  to  Uieir  justice  and  liberality,  from 
the  children  and  heirs  of  President  Leverett,  Mrs. 
Wigglesworth  and  Mrs.  Denison,  were  rejected  by 
them,  though  it  was  shown  that^  "notwithstanding  the 
-allowance  annually  made  him,  he  was  not  only  necessi- 
tated to  sink  his  yearly  rents  in  his  own  estate,  but 
also  fell  in  debt  one  hundred  pounds  per  year  duiing 
the  time  of  his  bemg  President,"  which  was  sixteen 
years;  and  they  were  rejected  m  opposition  to  the 
support  of  the  Honorable  Council,  who,  in  December, 
1726,  passed  the  following  vote:  "It  appearing  to  this 
Board,  upon  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Sarah 
Wig^eswralh  and  Mrs.  Mary  Denison,  that  the  matters 
thereu  contained  are  justly  represented ;  and  that  the 
salary  of  the  late  Mr.  President  Leverett,  was  not 
sufficient  for  his  honorable  support  m  that  important' 
office ;  and  that  he  had  no  sJlowance  for  a  house  for 
several  years  before  his  death,  which  has  been  always 
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granted  to  other  Presidents :  and  it  being  the  opinion 
of  this  Board,  that  the  justice  and  honour  of  this  Court 
is  much 'concerned  in  making  compensation  to*  the 
heirs  of  the  said  President  for  the  loss  accruing  to  his 
estate  thereby,  through  the  insufficiency  of  his  ^ 
allowance : 

"Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  down  to  the 
Honourable  House  of  Representatives,  earnestly 
recommending  to  them  the  consideration  of  the  said 
petition." 

£ut,  DotwithstandiDg  appearances,  the  House  may 
have  been  actuated,  in  this  case,  less  by  unkind  feel- 
ings towards  the  late  President,  or  his  family  and 
friends,  than  by  considerations  of  a  different  nature. 
It  is  evident,  indeed,  even  from  the  above  resolve,  that 
they  felt  the  demands  of  the  College  upon  the  Treasury 
to  be  somewhat  burthensome ;  and  that,  dear  as  the 
institution  certainly  was  to  them,  they  were  disposed 
to  leave  as  much  to  be  effected  by  its  own  resources 
as  possible ;  which,  on  the  whole,  regard  being  had  to 
all  the  objects  to  be  provided  for,  will  probably  be 
regarded  as  the  best  policy,  not  only  as  respects  the 
public  purse,  but  for  the  College  itself.  That  Harvard 
College  has  from  the  beginning  enjoyed  the  fostering 
care  of  the  Grovemment,  and  has  been  thus  enabled  to 
grow  and  flourish  and  become  what  it  now  is,  reflects 
no  small  credit  on  the  successive  rulers  and  genera- 
tions of  Massachusetts.  To  inquire' whether  more 
might  not  have  been  done  for  it,  conveniently  and 
advantageously,  at  some  particular  periods  or  junctures, 
would  now  be  of  little  use.  On  the  occasion  of  Mr. 
Wadsworth's  appointment,  the  Court  appear  to  have 
done  as  much  as  was  then  deemed  necessary ;  and 
for  the  grants  they  made,  the  President  and  Fellows 
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returned  them  "  their  sincere  and  hearty  thanks."  The 
Corporation  found  it  would  cost,  to  build  the  Presi- 
dent's house  and  out-houses,  about  eight  hundred  in 
addition  to  the  thousand  pounds  which  had  been  voted 
by  the  General  Court ;  and  they  petitioned  the  Court 
for  an  allowance  of  that  sum  from  the  Treasury ;  but 
the  House  refused  to  make  any  further  grant  for  that 
object.  The  Court  however,  during  the  same  session 
voted,  "  that  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  pounds 
be  allowed  and  pidd  out  of  the  public  Treasury  to  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Benjamin  Wadsworth,  President  of 
Harvard  College  in  Cambridge,  to  enable  him  to  man- 
age the  weighty  and  important  a£f^rs  of  that  Society 
the  year  current,  the  money  to  be  paid  him  quarterly ;" 
and,  each  year,  during  his  life,  they  passed  a  simitar 
vote  for  the  allowance  of  the  same  sum. 

Individual  munificence,  also,  continued  to  promote 
the  growth  and  prosperity  of  this  institution.  Benefits 
still  flowed  in  upon  it  ftxim-  the  generous  spirit  of 
Thomas  Hollis,  as  from  "  a  Uving  spring  whose  waters 
fail  not" '  The  account  he  had  received  from  Mr. 
Cooke,  of  the  "  very  bad  state  and  condition  of  the 
College,"  seems  not  to  have  made  any  lasting  impres- 
sion upon  him.  He  had  probably  ascertained  that  it 
originated  in  party  prejudice.  For  some  years  he 
appears  to  have  been  meditating  the  establishment  of 
a  professorship  of  Mathematics  and  Natural  Philoso- 
phy ;  but  "the  first  distinct  notice  which  he  gave  of 
his  intention  to  found  this  professorship  is  contained  in 
a  letter  to  Dr.  Colman,  January,  1726. "  *  He  imme- 
diately carried  this  intention  into  effect.  As  in  the 
case  of  the  Divinity  Professorship,  his  Rules  and  Orders 

1  Caiman's  Sermon,  p.  3.  ^  Overeeers'  Recorda. 
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were  signed  bj  bim  after  havmg  been  submitted  ta 
the  revision  of  those  who  were  to  execute  them,  and 
received  such  amendments  aa  they  thought  expedient 

**  All  eyes  were  turned  on  Isaac  Greenwood,  who 
had  been  gradaated  in  1721,  as  the  most  promising 
candidate  for  this  office ;  and  a  visit  to  England  about 
this  time,  enabled  him  to  qualify  himself  more  perfectly 
for  the  expected  appointment.  Mr.  Hollis  saw  him 
frequently  while  abroad,  and  afforded  him  all  the  fa- 
cilities in  his  power,  but  did  not  attempt  to  conceal 
from  his  American  correspondents  his  dissadsfaction 
from  the  first,  with  many  tlungs  in  the  manners  and 
conduct  of  the  young  traveller." '  Mr.  Greenwood 
was'  elected  in  May,  1727;  was  accepted  by  Mr. 
Hollis;  and  February  13th,  1728,  was  inaugurated  aa 
"  HoUisian  Professor  of  Mathematics  and  Natural  and 
Experimental  Philosophy." 

"  A  fact  is  discbsed  in  Mr.  HoDb's  correspondence, 
which  makes  his  readiness  to  comply  with  the  wishes 
of  the  Corporation  in  this  appointment,  a  work  of  un- 
common magnanimity.  After  he  had  begun  to  suspect 
Mr.  Greenwood's  unfitness  for  the  place,  he  suggested 
another  candidate ;  a  gentleman  whom  he  had  himself 
assisted  m  pursuing  his  studies  on  the  Continent,  and 
who  could  bring  the  most  flattering  testimonials  from 
the  first  scholars  in  Europe.  But  then  he  was  a  Bap- 
tist, of  the  same  denomination  with  Mr.  Hollis  himself 
and  this  was  an  insuperable  objection.  His  proposal 
was  rejected."* 

In  addition  to  the  splendid  gifts  already  particu- 
larized, Mr.  HolTis  sent  over  a  Philosophical  Apparatus, 
several  boxes  of  valuable  books,  and  Hebrew   and 

1  Cbristiu  Ezamioer,  VII.  p.  80.  t  Ibid.  p.  9a 
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Qreek  types.  The  types,  together  with  part  of  the 
books,  were  procured  irom  others,  whose  beneToleDt 
feelings  had  been  directed  by  him  to  a  community  three 
thousand  miles  distant  A  remarkable  sympathy  with 
lum  in  bis  zeal  to  benefit  this  College,  was  manifested 
by  those  who  bore  his  name.  His  brothers,  John  and 
Nathaniel,  and  Thomas,  his  heir,  the  son  of  Kathaniel, 
enriched  it  with  a  number  of  presents,  amounting  to 
several  hundred  pounds  sterling ;  and  it  will  hereafter 
be .  seen,  that  this  interest  in  Harvard  College  de- 
scended, like  an  heir-loom,  together  with  his  estate. 

"  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Hollis  were  occupied  almost 
exclu»vely  in  deeds  of  public  and  private  charity  ;  the 
tranquil  and  serene  evening  of  a  well-spent  life.  He 
died  January  22d,  1731.  The  words  of  Professor 
Greenwood  in  this  connexion  are  impropriate  and 
beautilul: — *  As  in  the  vegetable  kmgdom,  it  is  with  a 
superior  pleasure  and  expectation,  that  we  consider 
the  revival  of  such  plants  as  have  always  been  distin- 
guished by  the  plenty  and  delicacy  of  their  fruit ;  so 
with  earnest  desires  and  hopes  we  should  wsift  for  the 
day,  when  we  shall  behold  the  resurrection  of  such 
as  have  distmguished  themselves  by  acts  of  charity 
and  bounty.'"* 

Respectfiil  notice  was  taken  of  this  event,  both  in 
this  country  and  in  England.  The  pulpit  and  the 
press  proclaimed  the  sense  which  was  entertained  of 
his  worth  and  of  bis  clums  to  public  gratitude.  Not 
only  was  the  occasion  solemnized  with  due  observan- 
ces by  the  institution,  which  had  partaken  so  liberally 
of  his  bounty ;  but  it  drew  from  the  government  of 
the  province   those   honorable  attentions,  which  are 

*  I  Gtiiatiui  Euminei,  Vn.  p.  91. 
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reseired  for  distinguished  benefactors  of  their  race. 
A  feeling  and  eloquent  discourse,  "by  his  friend  and 
correspondent,  Benjamin  Colman,*'  was  preached  soon 
after  news  of  the  event  reached  here,  before  the  Gov- 
ernor and  General  Court ;  and  in  their  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  preacher,  Mr.  Hollis's  services  to  the  province 
are  gratefully  recognised. 

Whatever  reason  there  may  have  been  for  suspect- 
ing, that  the  natural  expressions  of  gratitude,  during 
his  hfetime,  from  those  wbo  were  the  subjects  of  his 
bounty,  were,  as  is  suggested  by  the  writer  who  has 
supplied  such  copious  extracts,  not  unmingted  with 
the  too  customary  artifices  of  cupidity,  it  will  not  be 
pretended  that  these  posthumous  honors  are  liable  to 
any  such  imputation. 

Mr.  Hollis  "  had  a  competent  knowledge  of  Latin 
and  French,  and  wrote  bis  own  language  with  as  much 
correctness  and  facility  as  most  of  the  divines  of  that 
day.  He  appears  to  have  carried  the  exact  and  me- 
thodical habits  of  a  merchant  into  all  his  affairs,  and 
annoyed  the  government  of  the  College  mcessantly 
with  complwnts  about  their  loose  way  of  doing  busi- 
ness. He  was  plain  and  downright  in  his  manners, 
and  sometimes,  it  would  seem,  a  little  testy.  ^ 

"  Nobody  can  read  his  letters  without  bemg  con- 
vinced that  he  was  actuated  by  a  sincere,  consistent, 

'  Professor  Wiggleaworth,  the  &tiier,  wrote  a  fine,  thick,  and  cisjnped 
hend,  which  it  was  almost  impossible  tj  decypher.  Mr.  Hollis  begins 
one  of  his  letters  to  faira  thus; — "Mr.  Professor,  Detu  Sir;  I  have 
received  your  letter,  dated  July  II,  which  I  doubt  not  is  very  g;ood,  bat 
in  BO  small  a  character  I  must  guess  ftt  the  sense.  Ibeseechyou,  if  yon 
write  any  business  that  requires  an  answer,  never  write  to  me  any 
more  so.  If  you  will  not  write  larger  [for  I  doubt  not  but  you  can),  get 
some  one  to  transcribe  it  in  a  character  I  may  read ;  or  else  never 
write  to  me  again.  It  is  a  pain  to  me,  who  value  Hr.  Wiggleaworth, 
to  think  or  find  I  cannot  read  his  letters." 
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and  rational  piety ;  and  that  bis  liberality  to  Harvard 
College  grew  out  of  a  conviction  that  he  was  aiding  to 
build  up  an  institution  dedicated  to  Christ  and  the 
Church. 

"  In  pohtics,  Mr.  Hollis,  vrith  the  Dissenters  gener- 
ally, was  a  staunch  Whig.  The  only  family  of  much 
consideration  in  public  life,  with  which  he  appears  to 
have  associated  on  terms  of  intimacy,  was  that  of  the 
Shutes,  and  particularly  with  John,  the  youngest 
brother,  afterwards  created  Viscount  Lord  Barring- 
ton^"  the  celebrated  author  of  Miscellanea  Sacra,  and 
other  valuable  writings. 

"He  was  a  Dissenter,  'rooted  and  grounded' ;  and, 
if  there  was  any  subject  on  which  his  accustomed 
charity  and  candor  failed  bim,  it  was  this.  We  should 
remember,  however,  that  be  wrote  under  a  keen  sense 
of  political  wrongs,  that  the  fanaticism  preached  up  by 
Sacheverell  was  still  tresh  in  his  recollections,  and  that 
he  honestly  believed,  and  not  without  reason,  that  the 
hierarchy  wanted  but  the>  power,  and  there  would  be 
an  end  to  English  liberty."  He  manifested  no  bitter- 
ness, however*  towards  the  establishment ;  it  was 
foreign  from  bis  nature  to  do  it ;  and  there  appears  no 
reason  for  thinking,  that  Episcopalians  were  excluded 
from  the  pale  of  his  beneficence.  Indeed,  Afr.  Rudd, 
in  a  note  to  a  poem  on  his  death,  observes ;  "  The 
grand  design  of  Mr.  HoUis's  bounties  to  New  England, 
as  I  have  been  informed,  was  to  cultivate  a-good  un- 
derstanding and  friendship  between  such  as  were  in 
communion  of  the  Church  of  England  and  the  Dissen- 
ters in  those  parts." 

Nothing  is  more  remarkable  in  the  benevolence  of 
Mr.  Hollis,  than  its  freedom  from  the  alloy  of  party 
feeling;  and  for  nothing  has  he  been  more  generally 
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or  more  justly  hoDored.  Dr.  Hunt,  Mr.  Rudd,  Pro- 
fessor Wigglesworth,  and  Dr.  Colman  have  been  care- 
ful in  their  several  performances  upon  his  death,  not 
to  omit  this  noble  feature  in  hi:)  disposition.  A  pas- 
sage relating  to  it  in  Dr.  Colman's  Discourse  belongs 
more  particularly  to  the  history  of  the  College.  "  To 
the  honor,"  says  he  "  of  my  country,  I  must  add,  that 
it  was  some  account  Mr.  HoUis  received  from  us  of  the 
free  and  catholic  air  we  breathe  at  our  Cambiidge, 
where  Protestants  of  every  denomination  may  have 
theu"  children  educated  and  graduated  in  our  College, 
if  they  behave  with  sobriety  and  virtue,  that  took  his 
generous  heart  and  fix'd  it  on  us,  and  enlat^d  it  to 
us.  And  this  shall  be  with  me  among  his  distinguish- 
ing praises,  while  we  rise  up  and  bless  his  memory ; 
t.  e.  bless  God  in  the  remembrance  of  all  the  unde- 
served favours  done  us  by  Him."  * 

And  this  comprehensiveness  of  his  bounty  will  be 
"  among  his  distinguishing  praises  **  with  the  wise  and 
virtuous  of  all  times ;  for  it  shows  him  to  have  been 
uniformly  prompted  by  a  desire  of  doing  good,  so 
vigorous  and  active,  as  to  require  no  excitement  from 
intolerant  zeal,  no  contraction  within  narrow  limits  to 
give  it  elasticity  and  force. 

**  The  Dissentmg  interest  was  sustwied  at  this  time 
almost  exclusively  by  the  'three  denominations,'  as 
they  are  called,  the  Presbyterians,  Independents,  and 
Baptists.  Mr.  Mollis  went  with  the  last,  a  preference 
early  formed,  as  he  says,  on  inquiry  and  conviction, 
and  held  through  life,  but  without  the  smallest  mixture 
of  bigotry  or  exclusiveness  against  the  others."  • 

t  Colmui'a  Funeral  Sermon,  p.  5. 
9  Christiui  Examinei,  VII.  pp.  93, 94. 
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In  New  Eogland  the  situation  of  the  Baptists  had 
become  greatly  ameliorated,  since  the,  time  when 
violent  methods  were  used  to  crush  them;  but,  though 
no  longer  harassed  by  persecution,  they  were  yet  far 
from  bemg  regarded  with  faror  by  the  Congregation- 
alists  generally,  and  some  in  the  College  Government 
had  a  particular  aversion  to  their  tenets.  Of  this  Mr. 
Hollis  was  not  ignorant.  "I  have  been  prevuled 
on,"  says  he,  in  a  private  letter  to  Dr.  Colman,  '*at 
your  instance,  to  sit  the  6rst  time  for  my  picture,  a 
present  to  your  Hall.  I  doubt  not  that  they  are 
pleased  with  my  monies,  but  I  have  some  reason  to 
think,  that  some  among  you  will  not  be  pleased  to  see 
the  shade  of  a  Baptist  hung  there,  unless  you  get  a 
previous  order  to  admit  it,  and  forbidding  any  inde- 
cencies to  it ;  for  if  they  do,  though  I  am  at  a  distance, 
the  birds  of  the  air  will  tell  it,  and  1  shall  be  grieved, 
as  I  have  been  already." 

He  afterwards  writes  to  President  Leverett:  '^In 
compliance  with  your  and  the  Corporation's  request, 
wluch  you  with  Mr.  Colman  made  to  me  in  your  letter 
of  February  last,  I  now  send  you  my  shade  by  Capt 
Cary,  to  be  put  up  in  your  College  Hall ;  and  I  desire 
their  favorable  acceptance  of  it.  My  wife,  and  some 
others  of  my  family,  seconded  your  letter,  or  else  I 
should  hardly  have  been  so  vain  as  to  have  attempted 
it  Perhaps  some  among  you  will  be  pleased  with  the 
picture  for  the  painter's  performance,  though  others 
may  secretly  despise  it,  because  of  the  particular  prin- 
ciple of  the  original.  Let  such  know,  1  have  read, 
believed,  and  practised  upon  conviction;  and  which 
among  them  who  are  thinkers  can  believe  as  they  will, 
but  upon  evidence,  as  any  doctrine  appears  to  thdr 
minds,  till  they  are  better  mformed'?    And  tell  them. 
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Mr.  Hollis  means  nothing  by  all  be  has  done,  and  is 
doing,  for  your  College,  but  for  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  good  of  souls,  by  assisting  them  in  their  studies  of 
the  sacred  writings,  whereby  the  gospel  of  Christ  Jesus, 
and  the  great  truths  therein  contained,  may  be  well 
proved  and  preached  unto  others ;  that,  by  the  influ- 
ences of  the  Holy  Spirit  attending  their  ministry,  men 
may  come  to  be  sincere  Christians,  evidencing  it  in 
faith  and  practice,  without  any  regard  to  either  of  the 
three  denominations,  or  parties  of  FrotestaDt  Dissen- 
ters. To  all  of  such  I  desire  to  express  my  Christian 
charity." 

"  Though  not  attaching  much  importance  to  the  pe- 
culiarities of  the  Baptists,  he  was  a  true  friend  to  the 
.  sect,  and  availed  himself  of  every  opportunity  to  serve 
them.  .  In  one  of  his  letters  to  Dr.  Colman,  he  says : 

"'I  have  given  some  intimation  to  the  Baptist 
churches  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  Jerseys,  of  my  de- 
sign in  your  College  for  promoting  learning.  They 
have  many  churches  and  preachers  among  them,  by 
the  accounts  sent  me,  but  I  iind  not  one  preacher 
among  them  that  understands  the  languages.  If  any 
from  those  parts  should  now,  or  hereafter,  make  appli- 
cation to  your  College,  I  beseech  them,  the  College, 
to  show  kindness  to  such,  and  stretch  their  charity  a 
litde.  It  is  what  I  wish  the  Baptists  would  do,  though 
1  have  no  great  expectation,  as  what  I  think  would  be 
for  advantage  of  the  Christian  faith ;  especiaUy  while 
there  are  so  many  Quakers  among  them.' "  ^ 

But  if  it  may  be  said  of  this  illustrious  benefactor, 
that  he  appears, 

—  "  velat  inter  igaea 
Luna  minorea ; " 

1  Chiiitiau  Ezammer,  VII.  pp.  94, 95. 
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his  splendid  gifts  must  uot  preclude  attention  to  the 
benefits  Conferred  about  the  same  period  by  other 
friends  of  the  College.  They  were  such,  indeed,  as 
to  indicate  that  the  interest  felt  in  this  ihstitution  had 
suffered  no  abatement 

la  September,  1724,  di^d  very  suddenly  a  great 
grandson  of  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall,  and  one  of  the 
brightest  ornaments  of  Harvard  College  and  of  New 
England,  the  Hon.  Gurdon  Saltonstall,  Groremor  of 
Connecticut,  leaving  to  his  alma  mater  a  legacy  of 
one  hundred  pounds. 

His  gifted  and  excellent  widow.  Madam  Mary  Sal- 
tonstall, died  in  1730,  and  by  her  will  increased  her 
former  bounty  to  the  College  by  a  legacy  of  one  thou- 
sand pounds,  "the  income  whereof  to  be  improved 
for  the  assistance  of  two  persons,  who  shall  by  the 
Overseers  be  esteemed  of  bright  parts  and  good 
diligence,  (always  a  Dissenter,)  to  fit  them  for  the 
service  of  the  Church  of  Christ,"  those  related  to  her 
"  by  consangumity  to  be  preferred."  Her  gifts  now 
constitute  a  fund  of  $3899.97. 

Another  lady  of  that  name,  Madam  Dorothy  Sal- 
tonstall, who  had  been  formeriy  the  wife  of  Jobni 
Frizell,  Esq.,  bequeathed,  in  1733,  three  hundred 
pounds  for  the  benefit  of  two  poor  scholars. 

A  nephew  of  John  Frizell,  Esq.,  Mr.  John  Frizell^ 
of  Boston,  merchant,  in  1731,  bequeathed  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds. 

Mrs.  Anne  MiDs  bequeathed  £50 ;  John  Walley,. 
Esq.,  of  Boston,  £100;  and  Thomas  lUchards,  Esq., 
£30. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Fitch,  of  Boston,  in  1737,  left  a 
legacy  of  "  three  hundred  pounds  for  the  education  of 
scholars  of  good  cj^acily  for  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry." 
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Presents  of  plate  were  made  to  the  College  by 
different  persons. 

"  In  1 727,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Cotton  of  London  gave 
£200,  the  income  of  .£100  for  the  increase  of  the 
President's  salary,  the  other  hundred  to  be  laid  out  in 
books  for  the  Library." 

The  Library  was  also  augmented  by  valuable  dona- 
tions Ih)m  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Guye,  Mr.  John  Lloyd 
of  London,  Merchant,  Doct.  Richard  Mead,  D.  James, 
Esq.,  and  Bishop  Berkeley.  The  great  man  last  men- 
tioned, so  renowned  m  the  learned  world,  and  cele- 
brated by  his  friend  Pope  as  possessing  "  every  virtue 
under  Heaven,"  honored  this  College  with  a  visit, 
September  17th,  1731,  and  received  the  attentions 
which  were  due  to  his  high  character.  The  books 
presented  by  him  were  the  Latin  and  Greek  classics.* 

1  Chrifliaii  Examiner,  VU.  p.  91. 
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The  condition  of  the  College,  however,  does  not 
;ippear,  dunng  this  period,  to  have  corresponded  to  the 
great  things  that  were  doing  for  it.  It  is  not  necessary, 
for  the  purpose  of  showmg  this,  to  transcribe  from  the 
records,  acts  which,  though  made  to  prevent  irregu- 
larities of  different  kinds,  might  not  be  regarded  as  very 
materia]  in  this  view ;  —  the  act,  for  instance,  passed  tn 
the  latter  part  of  President  Leverett's  time  *"  for  reform- 
ing the  Extravagancys  of  Commencements,"  and  pro- 
viding "  that  henceforth  no  preparation  nor  provision  of 
either  Plumb  Cake,  or  Roasted,  Boyled,  or  Baked 
Meates  or  Pyes  of  any  kind  shal  be  made  by*  any 
Commencer,"  and  that  no  "  such  have  any  dis- 
tilled Lyquours  in  his  Chamber  or  any  composition 
therewith,"  under  penalty  of  a  fine  of  twenty  shillings 
and  forfeiture  of  the  "  prohibited  provisions  " ;  —  and 
the  several  acts  passed  early  in  the  present  admmia- 
tration  *'  for  preventing  the  Excesses,  Immoralities,  and 
Disorders  of  the  Commencements,"  for  enforcing  the 
foregoing  act,  providing  particularly  "that  if  any,  who 
now  doe  or  hereafter  shall  stand  for  then  degrees,  pre- 
sume to  doe  any  thing  contrary  to  the  said  Act  or  goe 
about  to  evade  it  by  Plain  CoJte,"  they  shall  forfeit  the 
honors  of  the  College. 

Acts  of  this  description,  as  also  a  recommendation 
of  the  Overseers  to  the  Corporation  *•  to  pass  an  act  to 
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restrain  unsuitable  and  unreasonable  dancings  in  the 
College,"  and  even  a  vote  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
the  "  great  disturbances  occasioned  by  tumultuous  and 
indecent  noyses  at  the  College,"  may  be  regarded, 
perhaps,  rather  as  indications  of  the  spirit  of  the  times, 
than  as  evidences  of  any  unusual  corruption  m  this 
society.  That  the  College  was  not  m  a  very  healthy 
state,  however,  at  this  time,  the  records  contain  evi- 
dences, which  no  such  consideration  can  annul,  thou^ 
it  may  in  some  degree  soften  them. 

A  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Overseers  Novem- 
ber 1st,  1731,  "to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, Instruction,  and  Accompts  of  the  College," 
Slc  reported  September  6tii,  1 732,  "  That  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  said  College  was  but  in  a  weak  and  declin- 
ing state."  The  Committee  then  proposed  a  new 
body  of  Laws,  &c. 

The  result  was  that  a  new  body  of  Laws  was  made 
and  finally  "  agreed  to,  both  by  the  Overseers  and  Cor- 
poration." 

It  was  voted,  September  24th,  1734,  «  That  it  be 
recommended  to  the  Corporation  to  get  the  new  body 
of  Laws  translated  into  Latin,"  &.c  The  same  day 
"it  was  pubUshed  in  the  College  HalL"  ^ 

Previously  to  these  proceedings.  Harvard  College 
experienced  some  agitation,  in  consequence  of  a  re- 
ligious explosion,  which  had  taken  place  in  Connecti- 
cut and  ^rown  a  g^oom  over  New  England.  This 
was  the  declaration  by  the  Rev.  Timothy  Cutler, 
Rector  of  Yale  College,  and  one  of  the  Tutors,  with  five 
clergymen  in  that  vicimty,  against  the  validity  of  Pres- 
byterian ordination.     A  shock,  so  strange  and  vio- 

1  Ofeneet'o  Records. 
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lent,  to  the  order  of  the  New-England  churches,  filled 
the  hearts  of  all  pious  Congregationalists  with  amaze- 
ment and  sorrow. 

The  Trustees  of  Yale  College  voted  "  to  excuse  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Cuder  from  all  further  service." '  He  then 
went  to  England,  received  Episcopal  ordination,  was 
honored  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Divinity  from 
both  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and 
soon  afterwards  came  to  Boston,  where  he  was  made 
Rector  of  Christ  Church,  which  was  founded  for  him.* 

A  deep  interest  was  taken  in  the  event  by  Harvard 
College,  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence.  At  the  inau- 
guratioD  of  Professor  Wigglesworth,  for  instance,  Mr. 
Colman,  in  his  prayer  upon  that  occasion,  "  bewailed 
what  was  befallen  Yale  College." ' 


1  Clap^  IKsL  of  Yale  College,  p.  33. 

■  Eliot'a  Biog.  Diet,  art  CtUUr,  Holmes'a  Amer.  AniuUs,  II.  p.  143, 
note. 

>  Chief  Jnatice  Sewotl,  in  hia  Diary,  haa  the  following  mention  of  it: 

"  J7SS,  Tber  35,  Taeaday. Dr.  I.  Mather  pnj'i,  much 

bewail'd  the  Canneetical  Apostaaie,  that  Ur.  Catler  and  otheia  ahould 
aajr  there  was  no  miniater  in  N,  E." 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Eliot  relates  an  anecdote  of  a  somewhat  earlier  period, 
which  ehowa  the  feelings  of  parties  in  lelation  to  their  mode  of  ordina- 
tioB.  It  happened  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Israel  Chauncf ,  the  son  of  Prea- 
ident  Cbauncy.  "  Israel,"  aays  Dr.  Eliot,  "  lived  longer  than  the 
othors  ;  he  was  the  yonngeet  son,  and  died  soon  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  eighteenth  centorr-  Hia  ordination  haa  generally  heen 
■tyled  the  '  leathtr-miUen  tmUnatum,  and  much  ridicule  haa  been 
thrown  upon  it  bj  Episcopal  writers.  The  &ct  was,  that  when  he  was 
settled,  the  laymen  of  the  Council  insisted  upon  thtxr  ri^  of  laying  on 
hantU,  and  one  of  the  brethren  forgot  to  take  off  his  mitten ;  hence  it 
has  been  made  to  appear  as  a  ludicrous  circometance  to  lessen  the' 
•olemnity  of  the  Congregational  mode  of  separating  ministers.  It  was 
not  long  after  this,  that  in  Connecticut  and  Maaaachuaetts  the  clergy 
deprived  the  brethren  of  this  priTitege.  But  could  we  now  refuse 
them,  if  they  insisted  nponit?" — Eliofi  Biog,  DieL,  art  Chauneyi 
p.  101,  note. 
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The  interest  felt  at  that  time,  however,  was  merely 
that  of  sympathy  and  of  general  concern.  After  the 
settlement  of  Dr.  Cutler  in  Boston  they  began  to  en- 
tertain fears  for  their  own  safety ;  and  they  found 
themselves  called  upon  to  make  a  rigorous  effort,  to 
guard  their  sacred  mclosure .  against  the  intrusion  of 
Episcopacy. 

Early  in  the  year  1727,  the  Lieuteoant-GoTenKH* 
informed  the  Overseers,  that  application  had  been 
made  to  him  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cutler,  to  be  notified 
to  be  present  at  their  meeting.  The  question,  whether 
he  be  notified,  was  debated  in  that  body,  and  dedded 
in  the  negative,  **  the  Board  apprehending  that  he  is  not 
entitled  thereunto." 

Not  satisfied  with  this,  he  then  made  a  motion  to 
the  Overseers,  in  writings  respecting  his  being  entitled 
to  be  present  at  then'  meeting,  which,  in  one  instance, 
he  had,  in  fact,  been  notified  by  the  clerk  to  attend. 
The  Board  having  maturely  considered  this  motion, 
together  with  their  constitution,  voted,  that  they  were 
of  opmion,  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Timothy  Cutier  has  not, 
nor  ever  had  by  the  said  constitution,  a  right  to  ^t  as 
an  Oversea*  of  Harvard  College."  A  similar  vote  was 
passed  upon  the  application  of  another  Episcopal  min- 
ister, the  Rev.  Samuel  Myles,  "that  he  might  be 
notified,  da  formerly,  to  sit  at  the  meetmg  of  the  Over- 
seers of  Harvard  College." 

But  these  gentlemen  were  not  to  be  diverted  from 
their  purpose  by  an  opinion  of  the  Overseers.  They 
prosecuted  the  affair  like  men  who  were  in  earnest, 
and,  so  far  as  appears,  with  no  lack  of  ^plomacy  and 
manf^ement.  There  is  some  indication  of  this  m  a 
request  they  made  to  the  Overseers  for  the  names  of 
the  members  present  at  the  meeting  when  the  £^re 
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rote»  of  which  they  had  been  famished  with  a  copy 
by  the  clerk,  was  passed, — a  request  which  the  Over- 
seers, who  appear  to  have  been  quite  a  match  for 
their  opponeuts  throughout,  refused  to  grant,  "it 
not  having  beeo  usutd  for  the  clerk  tn  giving  copies  of 
the  Overseers'  votes  to  affix  their  names." 

In  the  mean  time  "  three  petitions  from  the  Clergy 
and  others  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  divers  parts  of 
New  England,"  were  presented  to  the  General  Cour^ 
**  praying  that  Timothy  Cutler,  Doctor  of  Divmity,  and 
Samuel  Myles,  Master  of  Arts,  as  they  are  the  present 
incumbents  of  Christ  Church  and  his  Majestie's  Chap* 
pd  in  Boston,  within  the  County  of  Suffolk,  may  be 
deemed  members  of  the  Overseers  of  Harvard  Col- 
ledge  in  Cambiidge,  and  be  restored  to  the  rights  of 
Overseers,  and  may,  agreeably  to  custom,  &&,  be 
again  notified  and  hare  seats  at  the  meetings  of  the 
Overseers  of  Harvard  CoUedge,  for  the  reasons  therein 
meationed.**  * 

These  petitions  were  referred  to  the  next  Fall 
Sesnon;  Mr.  Secretary  was  directed  to  serve  the 
Clerii  of  the  Overseers  with  a  copy,  &c. '  This  was 
August  25th,  1727.  An  answer  was  prepared  by  a 
Committee  of  the  Overseers,  and  was  probably  from 
the  pen  of  that  zealous  and  efficient  fiiend  of  the 
College,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Colman ;  for  his  biographer,  Mr. 
TureU  relates,  that  *'wheii  above  twenty  years  ago 
some  ReTerend  Episcopal  gendemen  endeavoured  to 
push  themselves  into  the  oversight  and  government  of 
it,  he  strenuously  opposed  them,  and  vrrote  a  judicious 
and  nervous  answer  to  the  memorial  presented  by 
them,  which  is  found  among  his  pEq>ers." '     The  sub- 

I  Joanul  of  the  Homo  of  RepresenUtivei,  1737,  p.  106.  *  Ibid. 

>  Ldfs  of  Colman,  pp.  5S,  54. 
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ject  was  accordingly  brought  forward  at  that  session,'and 
was  debated  December  27th,  1727,  when  the  House, 
after  duly  considering  the  petition,  the  answer  of  the 
Overseers,  and  the  reply  of  the  petitioners  to  this  an- 
swer, decided  that  it  was  not  "  within  the  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  Charter  granted  to  the  said  College,  that 
the  Reverend  memorialists  ought  to  be  deemed  as 
members  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  thereof" ' 

The  House  seem  to  have  discovered  that  they 
had  made  a  mistake,  and  referred  to  the  wrong  act ;  for 
on  the  13th  of  January  followmg,  the  vote,  with  the 
petitions,  &c.  which  had  been  sent  up  to  the  Honorable 
Board  for  concurrence,  were  sent  for;  and  it  was 
voted,  "  that  it  was  not  withm  the  meaning  of  the  Act, 
&c.,  of  1642,  that  the  Reverend  memorialists  should 
be  deemed  members  of  the  Board  of  Overseers." 

Kot  yet  disposed  to  relinqtiish  his  pretensions,  Dr. 
Cutler  renewed  his  application  to  the  Overseers,  in  a 
memorial  dated  June  Uth^  1730;  but,  "inasmuch  as 
the  afiflir  referred  to  in  this  memorial  has  been  once 
and  again  maturely  considered  by  this  Board,  and 
afterwards  by  the  General  Court  upon  his  own  ap- 
peal to  them,  and  at  length  by  them  determined," 
the  Overseers  "  voted  that  the  said  Memorial  be  dis- 
missed," and  "  that  a  copy  of  the  above  vote  be  given 
by  the  Clerk  to  Dr.  Cutier."  * 

Thus  terminated  an  affair  which  had  occasioned  no 
small  excitement  in  the  community;  and  thencefor- 
wanl  the  ecclesiastical  part  of  the  Board  of  Overseers 
was  confined  to  ministers  of  the  Congregational  de- 

1  JaurDBl  of  tlie  House  of  Repreaentativea,  p.  49. 

'  Overseers'  Records.  —  Did  they  find  they  had  made  a  mistake  id 
the  first  ordoTp  Was  the  above  vote  of  the  General  Court  the  first 
deciaioD  of  the  question  ? 
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nominatioD,  whose  exclusive  light  to  that  privilege  was 
afterwards  fully  recognised  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts. 

Dr.  Cutler  was  educated  at  Harvard  College  in  the 
time  of  President  Mather,  and  ranks  high  among  those 
of  its  sons  that  have  confeired  honor  upon  it  by  their 
talents  and  learning.  He  continued  Rector  of  Christ 
Church  till  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1 766.  Ac- 
cording to  the  late  Dr.  Eliot,  who,  when  a  boy,  must 
have  often  seen  him,  "  he  was  haughty  and  overbear- 
ing in  his  manners ;  and  to  a  stranger,  in  the  pulpit, 
appeared  as  a  man  fraught  with  pride.  He  never 
could  win  the  rismg  generation,  because  he  found  it 
so  difficult  to  be  condescending ;  nor  had  he  intimates 
of  his  own  age  and  flock.  But  people  of  every  de- 
nomination looked  upon  hun  with  a  kind  of  veneration, 
and  his  extensive  learning  excited  esteem  and  respect, 
where  there  was  nothing  to  move,  or  hold  the  ejec- 
tions of  the  heart."  * 

1  EUot^  Bio; .  Diet  p.  141 
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It  remains  to  gire  some  account  of  the  man  who  was 
at  the  head  of  the  College,  while  these  occurreaces 
were  taking  place. 

President  Wadsworth's  fether  was  Ci^t  Samuel 
Wadsworth,  who,  with  others,  was  killed  in  a  batde 
with  the  Indians  in  1676,  at  Sudbuty,  and  to  whom 
the  filial  piety  of  this  son  erected  a  monument  which 
is  now  standing,  on  or  near  the  spot  where  the  event 
hs^pened.  Benjamin  was  the  seventh  son» — a  dr- 
cumstance  of  more  importance,  probably,  at  that  time, 
than  it  would  be  accounted  now.  He  was  bom  at 
Milton  m  Massachusetts  in  1669 ;  was  educated  in  thb 
College,  where  he  took  his  first  degree  in  1690;  was 
Mdained,  in  1696,  as  colleague  pastor,  with  the  Rev. 
James  Allen  of  the  first  Church  in  Boston,  where  he 
had  been  preaching  as  a  candidate  since  he  took  his 
degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  m  1693;  and  in  1725,  be 
acceded  to  the  presidency  of  the  College  in  the  man- 
ner before  related. 

From  his  youth,  he  appears  to  hare  possessed  the 
best  disposition,  and  to  have  been  one  of  those  favored 
bemgs,  so  beautifully  depicted  by  the  pure  and  pious 
muse  of  Cowper ; 

"  Some  minds  are  tempered  happily,  and  mixed 
With  such  ingredients  of  good  sense  an4  ta«te 
Of  what  is  excellent  in  man,  thej  thirst 
With  ancb  a  zeal  to  be  whit  thej  approve, 
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That  few  restrainta  can  circuniBcribe  them  more 
Thao  they  themselves  by  choice  for  wisdom's  aake."  ' 

While  a  student  in  the  College,  his  conduct  was  that 
of  a  young  man,  who  felt  that  he  was  there  for  the  pur- 
pose of  acquiring  an  education,  and  laying  a  solid  foun- 
dation for  future  usefulness.  He  was  therefore,  not 
only  beloved  for  his  amiable  qualities,  but  respected  for 
his  diligence,  regularity,  and  proficiency  m  learning. 

The  dispositions  and  habits,  which  distinguished  him 
here,  accompamed  him  mto  the  worid,  and  gathered  " 
strength  as  he  advanced  in  years.  Divinity  was  his 
favorite  study.  He  not  only  perused  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures, with  the  greatest  care  and  attention,  but  treasur- 
ed their  contents  in  his  mind,  so  that,  as  a  textuary,  he 
had  scarcely  an  equal.  His  sermons,  which  were  com- 
posed with  great  plainness,  and  studiously  adapted  to 
the  apprehensions  of  his  audience,  were  delivered  from 
memory  with  great  seriousness  and  effect  He  was 
not  fond  of  controversy,  and  therefore  seldom  preached 
upon  the  controverted  points  of  theology,  thintmg  that 
he  was  more  profitably  employed  in  mculcating  the 
great  practical  duties  of  morality  and  religion. 

In  his  style  of  preaching,  in  his  manners,  and  deport- 
ment, he  exemplified  that  "  divine  simplicity,"  which  a 
just  taste  always  seeks  "  in  him  who  handles  things 
divine  ".  His  ministrations  were  all  marked  with  sin- 
cerity, gravity,  and  fervor.  Prudent  and  cautious  in 
his  deUberations  and  measures,  he  was  firm,  steady, 
and  active  in  the  execution  of  whatever  he  undertook. 

He  was  humble,  mild,  benevolent,  and  affable. 
Though  a  lover  of  peace,  and  careful  to  avoid  displeas- 
mg  or  giving  offence,  he  made  no  sacrifice  of  con- 

*  Task,  B.  n.  p.  TS. 
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science  to  popularity,  "for  it  was  his  governing  princi- 
ple to  manage  in  all  his  afifurs^  not  as  pleasing  men,  but 
God,  that  trieth  the  heart"  ^ 

An  affectionate  and  faithful  pastor,  he  was  beloved, 
esteemed,  and  venerated  by  his  flock.  He  devoted 
one  tenth  of  his  income  to  objects  of  charity. 

To  a  calm  and  moderate  temper  he  united  a  steady 
and  uniform  command  of  his  passions.  He  was  a  model 
of  patience,  fortitude,  and  resolution ;  qualities,  which  he 
had  especial  occasion  to  exert  during  his  presidency, 
in  consequence  of  an  almost  continual  experience  of 
bodily  infirmity  and  suffering  from  his  first  assuming, 
when  in  the  decline  of  life,  the  arduous  cares  of  this 
important  office.  In  this  n^iserable  State  of  health,  his 
labors  were  seldom  intermitted ;  and  to  his  friends  who 
besought  him  to  spare  himself,  he  used  to  say,  that  be 
"  would  rather  wear  out  than  rust  out  '*.  In  the  words 
of  Mr  Flynt  — 

•'  Nullus  autem  est,  qui  non  agnoscit,  quod  cum  mo- 
dice  convaluerit,  et  sanitudo  corporis  eum  quodammodo 
permiserit,  constans  fuit,  et  regularis  in  tnunere  obeun- 
do,  et  in  omnibus  partibus  officii  sui  perficiendis.  Quin- 
imo  tanta  fuit  in  eo  propensio  ad  opus  proprium  et 
debitum  absolvendum,  ut  vires  corporales  fi-equenter 
excessit,  illudque  in  posteriori  sue  vitae  parte,  magis 
atque  magis  constabat,  adeo  ut  saepe  audivimus  eum 
votum  sui  animi  exprimentem,  se  labore  potiuSy  guam 
rubigine,  exolescere  maluisse." 

The  termination  of  this  virtuous  and  useful  course 
was  cheered,  as  well  it  might  have  been,  with  the  most 
animating  views  of  a  future  happy  existence.  He  died 
March  16th,  1737,  m  the  68th  year  of  his  age,  and  12th 

1  Appleton's  Sennoa. 
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of  his  presidency  orer  Harvard  College,  leaving  behind 
him  a  character  in  which  there  appears  much  to  loye 
and  respect,  and,  to  human  eyes,  nothing  to  condemn. 

At  his  funeral  which  was  solemnized  with  appropri- 
ate honors,  Mr.  Tutor  Flynt  delivered  an  eloquent  and 
pathetic  oration  in  Ladn,  which  is  still  extant,  and  Irom 
which  the  foregoing  extract  is  taken. 

President  Wadsworth  left  the  College  a  legacy  of  one 
hundred  and  ten  pounds  old  tenor,  for  the  benefit  of  poor 
scholars,  those  related  to  him  by  blood  to  be  preferred. 

He  published,  from  time  to  time,  sermons  and  other 
religious  tracts,  which  together  form  a  considerable  list, 
and  display  the  characteristic  features  of  a  mind  intent 
on  benefitiDg  his  fellow-men  by  promoting  their  ad- 
rancement  in  knowledge,  virtue,  and  piety. 

This  notice  will  be  closed  with  an  extract  from  Pro- 
fessor  Wigglesworth's  Sermon  upon  his  death,  which 
not  only  contwis  a  just  account  of  President  Wads- 
worth,  but  furnishes  a  spedmen  of  that  eminent  Pro- 
fessor's manner  of  writing. 

"  He  had  his  education  in  this  house,  where  I  hope 
without  flattery  it  may  be  said,  that  those  who  are  dis- 
posed wisely  to  improve  them,  enjoy  at  least  as  many 
advantages  to  accomplish  themselves  for  the  service  of 
their  generation,  as  are  to  be  met  with  in  our  own  coun- 
try. Wben  he  proceeded  to  settle  in  the  Gospel  min- 
istry, the  Holy  Ghost  made  him  overseer  of  a  numerous 
flock  in  the  metropolis  of  the  province,  in  the  general- 
ity of  whose  afiections  he  was  blessed  with  a  very  great 
interest.  And  as  this  gave  him  a  singular  advantage 
to  promote  the  good  of  their  souls ;  so  it  evidences  the 
truth  of  their  Christian  self-denial  and  public  spirit 
(which  ought  always  to  be  remembered,  and  spoken  of 
with  honour)  in  consenting  to  the  removal  of  one  so 
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dear  to  them,  to  what  they  apprehended  a  station  of  more 
general  usefulness  and  service.  And  so  at  length  by  the 
sovereign  disposal  of  our  ascended  Lord,  he  was  set  at 
the  head  of  this  Society,  in  whose  welfare  and  prosper- 
ity, both  the  civil  and  religious  interests  of  the  people 
of  God  in  this  land  are  so  much  concerned,  that  hardly 
any  place  can  be  tho't  of,  in  which  a  servant  of  Christ 
hath  opportunity  to  be  a  more  extensive  blessing. 

"And  to  render  him  such  a  one  in  every  station,  the 
glorious  Head  of  the  Church  had  given  him  a  very  capa- 
cious and  faithful  memory,  a  sound  understanding,  a 
clear  apprehension,  and  an  uncommon  Acuity  of  mak- 
ing religious  truths  plEun  to  the  meanest  capadties. 
But  to  crown  all,  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  had  taken 
an  early  possession  of  the  heart  of  this  bis  servant  for 
himself  had  impressed  it  with  a  most  affectionate  con- 
cern for  the  sods  of  men,  and  had  given  him  an  inde- 
fetigable  spirit  to  pursue  their  interests.'*  ^ 

During  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Wadsworth,  the  fol- 
lowing donations  were  made  to  the  University. 

In  1725,  the  General  Court  voted  £1000,  towards 
a  house  for  the  President.  The  College  disbursed 
£eiB.  6s.  Od. 

In  1727,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  Cotton  of  London 
gave  .£200 ;  the  income  of  £l  00  for  the  mcrease  of  the 
President's  salary ;  the  other  hundred  to  be  laid  out 
in  books  for  the  Library. 

The  Library  was  also  mcreased  by  donations  from 
the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Guyse,  Mr.  John  Lloyd  of  London, 
Merchant,  Doct  Richard  Mead,  and  D.  James,  Esq. 

In  1731,  Mr,  John  Frizell  of  Boston,  Merchant, 
nephew  to  John  Frizell  Esq.,  bequeathed  £250  to  the 
Ccjlege. 

1  WigglesworUi'a  Bermon,  pp.  6,  9. 
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In  1733,  Madam  Dorothy  Saltonstall,  late  Widow 
of  John  Fiizell  Esq.,  bequeathed  .£300  for  the  benefit 
of  two  poor  scholars. 

In  1737,  President  Wadsworth  bequeathed  "£110, 
old  tenor.  Six  pounds  of  the  income  to  be  for  poor 
scholars  relations  of  blood  to  be  preferred." 

In  1730,  Madam  Mary  Saltonstall  bequeathed  one 
thousand  pounds  —  "  the  income  to  be  disposed  of  by 
the  Overseers  to  two  persons  of  bright  parts  and  good 
diligence  (always  a  Dissenter)  who  hath  not  means  of 
hb  own,  her  relations  to  be  preferred." 

Some  pieces  of  plate  were,  by  different  persons, 
^ven  in  President  Wadsworth's  time. 

Id  1725,  the  re&ts  of  Massachusetts  Hall  were  ap- 
propriated to  the  President  by  the  General  Court. 

In  1725,  a  legacy  of  Mrs.  Anne  Mills,  amounting  to 
£50,  the  income  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  indi- 
gent students. 

In  1733,  a  valuable  collection  of  books  procured 
by  Bishop  Berkeley. 

In  1737,  Hon.  CoL  Fitch  [Hon.  Thomas  Fitch,  of 
Boston]  bequeathed  ^00  "for  the  education  of  scho- 
lars of  good  capacity  for  the  work  of  the  Ministry."  * 

1  Donation  Book,  I. 
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In  about  a  month  after  the  death  of  President  Wads- 
worth,  it  was  voted  by  the  Corporation  that,  "where- 
as the  choosing  of  a  President  is  a  matter  of  great  con- 
cern, it  be  proposed  to  the  Honorable  and  Reverend 
Overseers,  that  they  with  the  Corporation  might  spend 
some  convenicQt  time  in  prayer  to  God  for  his  gracious 
direction  in  that  important  aifair. "  It  was  also  voted 
"  that  this  Corporation  do  propose  to  proceed  with  aU 
convenient  speed  to  elect  a  successor  in  that  office^ 
and  that  this  (heir  purpose  be  laid  before  the  Honor- 
able and  Reverend  Board  of  Overseers  at  their  next 
meeting  for  their  counsel  and  consent." 

These  votes  were  laid  before  the  Overseers,  April 
26th,  1737.  The  first  vote  was  consented  to,  and  it 
was  decided  that  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  proposed 
should  be  held  on  Wednesday  the  nest  week  in  the 
College  Library ;  but  instead  of  concurring  in  the  last 
vote,  theOverseers  "counselled  and  advised  "  the  Cor- 
poration to  elect  a  president,  after  the  meeting  for 
prayer,  on  the  same  day. 

The  meeting  was  held  according  to  appointment, 
on  the  4th  of  May.  The  forenoon  was  spent  in  pray- 
er. In  the  afternoon,  "the  Overseers  having  given 
theu-  advice,  by  a  Latin  speech  made  by  the  Governor, 
to  the  Corporation  about  the  general  qualification  of  a 
President,  the  Corporation  withdrew,"  and  endeavour- 
ed to  come  to  a  choice  twice ;  but  were  equally  divided 
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between  Mr.  H.  and  Mr.  G.," '  that  is,  Mr.  Holyoke 
and  Mr.  Greenwood. 

The  Corporation  then  returaed  to  the  Overseers, 
and  having  informed  them  of  their  unsuccessful  attempt 
and  requested  further  time  for  deliberation,  agan  with- 
drew. Before  adjourning,  the  Overseers  sent  for  them, 
and  said,  "  that  they  expected  the  Corporadon  would 
present  their  choice  of  a  President  to  them  at  their 
next  meeting  which  would  be  on  the  26th  instant." 

On  the  20th  of  May  the  Rev.  WiUiam  Cooper  was 
chosen  President  by  the  Corporation,  and  on  the  26th 
was  presented  to  the»Honorable  and  Reverend  Board 
for  their  acceptance ;  but  a  letter  from  him  to  the  Over- 
seen, in  which  "  he  took  this  first  opportunity  whoUy 
to  excuse  himself  from  that  honour  and  trust, "  being 
read  at  the  same  time,  they  voted  "  that  the  Corpora- 
tion be  advised  forthwith  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a 
President." 

The  Gentleman,  on  whom  this  honor  was  conferred 
by  the  Corporation,  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College 
in  1712,  was  ordained,  as  colleague  pastor  with  Dr. 
Colman,  of  the  church  in  Brattle  Street,  Boston,  in 
1716;  and  died  in  1743,  in  the  50th  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  respectable  for  his  learning,  and  a  most  im- 
pressive, serious  preacher.  He  married  a  daughter  of 
the  Hon.  Samuel  Sewall,  and  was  father  of  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  Samuel  Cooper. 

It  was  now,  probably,  that  the  venerable  minister  of 
Marblehead  interpose^  in  the  manner  related  by  Dr. 
ElioL  According  to  this  writer,  who  refers  to  a  man- 
uscript in  his  possession,  "  Father  Barnard  says,  *  that 
he  went  to  Governor  Belcher,  and  asked  him  why 
they  chose  one  Beaton  minister  after  another,  and  neg- 

1  Rev.  Dr.  SewaU's  MS.  Divry. 
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lected  the  man  who  was  most  qualified  to  fill  the  chair  of 
that  seminary,  his  worthy  brother  Holyoke.  His  Ex- 
cellency answered,  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  him  if 
he  were  assured  of  his  orthodoxy,  but  suspicions  had 
been  spread  of  his  being  liberal  in  his  sentiments.  He 
told  him,  that  he  was  more  acquainted  with  him  than 
any  other  person,  and  he  knew  him  to  be  sound  in  the 
faith."" 

Whether  in  consequence  of  this  interppsition,  or  fixjm. 
any  other  cause,  the  Corporation  soon  elected  the  Rev. 
Edward  Holyoke  President  by  a  unanimous  vote,  and 
on  the  20th  of  June  the  choice  was  unanimously 
approved  by  the  Overseers  at  one  of  the  fullest 
meetings  on  record  in  the  books  of  that  board.  A 
committee  was  appointed  to  inform  the  General 
Court  of  this  election,  and  "  to  desire  that  the  Court 
would  please  to  consider  of  an  honorable  support  for 
the  said  Mr.  Holyoke  and  whatsoever  else  they  may 
judge  necessary  to  encourage  and  facilitate  his  settle- 
ment in  said  office."  The  Committee  was  also  to  de- 
sire Mr.  Holyoke's  acceptance  of  the  office  and  the 
consent  of  his  church  to  his  removal  from  them  to  this 
important  station. 

The  subject  was  taken  up  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives with  all  convenient  speed ;  and  on  the  8th 
of  June  it  was  voted,  "  That  the  Treasurer  of  Harvard 
College  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  House  an  Ac- 
count of  the  State  of  their  Treasury  relating  to  the  Do- 
nations and  Moneys  given  them,  which  are  not  appro- 
priated by  the  Donors ;  and  also  an  Account  of  the 
usual  and  annual  Payments  and  Dispositions  of  the  Is- 
sues and  Profits  thereof,  that  so  the  House  may  act  on 
the  siud  Message  with  more  Knowledge." ' 

>  Eliot's  Biog.  DicL  ut  Holyokt.  >  Mass.  Journ^  1737,  p.  31. 
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An  account  of  the  state  of  the  Treasury  was  accord- 
ingly presented  to  the  House  by  the  Treasurer  of 
the  College,  the  Honorable  Edward  Hutchinson,  on 
the  15th  of  the  same  month.  The  next  da;  the  House 
assumed  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Holyoke's  support, 
and  while  they  were  in  debate,  the  Committee  of  the 
Overseers  again  entered  and  communicated  the  follow- 
ing report  which  had  been  made  to  that  board. 

"  The  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  appoint- 
ed for  the  purpose,  according  to  the  annexed  vote, 
having  been  at  MarbUhead,  and  communicated  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Holyoke  and  his  Church  the  Choice  of  him  to 
the  Presidentship  oi  Harvard  College ;  received  for  An- 
swer, That  the  people  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Mr. 
Holyoke  transacted  their  affairs  in  the  way  of  a  pro- 
priety, and  therefore  had  agreed  upou  Monday  the 
27th  of  June  instant  for  a  meeting  of  that  society,  to 
give  their  answer;  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Holyoke  did 
acquaint  us  that  he  was  under  strict  covenant  with  his 
people  not  to  part  with  them,  unless  the  settlement  of 
another  minister  was  made  in  such  manner  as  that  his 
people  might  not  suffer  thereby,  or  be  at  the  expence 
thereof,  they  being  small  and  in  danger  of  some  divi- 
sion and  difficulties  upon  his  removal ;  and  that  if  pro- 
vision was  made  in  this  respect,  his  way  would  be 
more  clear  before  him,  and  that  he  would  with  all  con- 
venient speed  after  the  society's  meeting,  coasider  of 
and  return  his  final  answer  to  the  motion  of  his  remo- 
val. 

WILLIAM  DUDLEY, 
In  the  JYame  of  the  Committee. 

"At  a  Meetmg  of  the  Overseers  .Aww  16th,  1737.  Vo- 
ted, That  the  Committee  appointed   to  wait  on  the 
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Reverend  Mr.  Holyoke  and  bis  Church,  in  reference  to 
his  acceptaDce  of  the  choice  made  of  him  to  be  Pre^- 
dent  of  Harvard  College,  do  wait  on  the  General  Court, 
and  lay  before  them  the  Report  now  offered  to  the 
Board  of  Overseers." 

HENRY  FLYNT, 
Curatorum  Clerictts.'* 

The  subject  was  then  resumed  and  fully  debated. 
Tbe  result  of  the  whole  was  that,  "Id  as  much  as  the 
College  derived  their  Constitution  from  the  General 
Court  of  the  late  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay, 
and  the  Assembly  of  this  Frovincce  hare  from  time  to 
time  chearfully  granted  considerable  sums  of  money 
for  the  erecting  simdry  buildings  for  the  more  com- 
modious reception  of  the  Fellows,  Tutors,  Graduates, 
and  Students  there,  and  have  also  lately  built  a  con- 
venient dwelling-house  for,  and  furthermore  have  at  all 
times  readily  afforded  their  ^d  and  assistance  in 
supporting  o^  the  President  as  the  matter  required, 
and  all  this  in  expectation  of,  and  dependance  upon 
their  close  adherence  to  their  Constitution,  and  so 
answering  the  great  and  good  designs  of  founding  said 
College,  the  House  came  into  tbe  following  vote,  viz. 

"  This  House  think  it  reasonable,  that  while  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  College  shall  require  it,  and  they 
adhere  to  their  Charter  and  Constitution  thus  given 
them,  there  be  allowed  to  the  President  a  suitable  and 
ample  support : 

"  And  therefore  it  is  Ordered,  That  there  be  and  is 
hereby  granted  unto  the  Reverend  Mr.  Edward  Holy- 
oke to  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  the  sum  of 
ttoo  hundred  poumla  of  the  bills  of  credit  on  this  Pro- 
vince of  the  new  tenour,  over  and  above  the  rents  of 
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the  Matsachvsetta  HaU^  for  the  space  of  one  year 
from  the  time  of  his  instalment,  residing  at  Cambridge 
and  performing  the  duties  of  said  office;  the  money 
to  be  paid  bim  quarterly. 

*'  Iq  consideration  of  the  state  and  circumstances 
the  society  under  the  present  pastoral  care  of  the  Rever- 
end Mr.  Holyoke  of  Marblehead  will  be  in,  upon  his 
removal  to  Harvard  College  in  Cambridge  : 

"  Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  htindired  and  forty 
pounds,  in. bills  of  public  credit  of  the  new  tenour,  be 
granted  to  the  society  in  Marblehead  under  the  pasto- 
rol  care  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Edward  Holyoke,  lately 
chosen  President  of  Havard  College,  to  encourage  and 
focilitate  the  settlement  of  a  Minister  there,  upon  Mr. 
Hob/ok^s  acceptance  of  the  Presidentship,  and  his  re- 
moral  from  them ;  the  said  sum  to  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury  to  the  order  of  the  said 
society  for  the  ends  before  mentioned,  upon  the  or- 
dinadon  of  Mr.  Holyok^s  successor." 

Wb&t  a  ccmtrast  between  the  proceedings  of  the 
popular  branch  of  the  Le^slature  on  thb  occasion, 
and  their  conduct  when  Dr.  Colman  was  chosen  Presi- 
dent !  Had  the  House  refused,  at  this  time  as  they 
did  then,  to  vote  a  salary,  before  the  appointment  was 
accepted,  it  might  hare  been  thought  that  they  acted 
in  the  case  of  Dr.  Colman,  not  from  passion  or  caprice, 
but  from  a  settled  principle  of  policy  ;  and  what  was 
prudent  forecast  in  that  Reverend  gentleman,  might 
possibly  have  been  regarded  as  unreasonable  dis- 
trust. 

Mr.  Holyoke  having  dechned  "  mana^ng  the  aflfairs 
of  the  approaching  Commencement,"  Mr.  Tutor  Flynt 
was  appomted  to  officiate  upon  the  occasion.  He 
accordingly  presided  and  conferred  the  degrees. 
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On  the  4th  of  August  the  Clerit  of  the  Overseers 
was  directed  to  acquaint  Mr.  Holyoke  that  his  letter 
of  acceptance  had  been  received,  and  he  was  desifed 
to  remove  to  the  College  as  soon  as  he  could  with 
Gonveniency ;  and  soon  afterwards  the  Gfovernor  ap- 
pointed the  28th  of  September,  1 737,  for  bis  induc- 
tion into  the  office.  A  meeting  for  the  purpose  being 
held  on  that  day,  "  the  Govemour  led  the  President 
from  the  Library  down  to  the  Hall,  the  library-keeper 
carrying  the  books,  charter,  laws,  and  College  seal, 
and  the  Butler  the  keys,  before  them ;  and  the  Over- 
seers with  the  Corporation  followed  into  the  Hall, 
which  was  soon  filled  with  scholars  and  gentlemen. 
Dr.  Sewall  began  the  solemnity  with  prayer ;  then  the 
Govemour  made  a  speech  in  Latin,  delivering  the 
charter,  keys,  &.c.  The  President  followed  with 
another  in  the  same  language,  and  the  Govemour  con- 
cluded with  a  short  Latin  speech.  Then  Mr.  Bar- 
nard, Master  of  Arts,  made  a  Latin  congratulatory 
oration ;  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Prince  made  the 
last  prayer,  and  part  of  the  78th  psalm  was  sud^ 
and  die  solemnity  was  concluded  with  a  dinner  in  the 
Hall."' 

On  the  19th  of  October  following,  President  Holy- 
oke, having  incurred  considerable  expense  in  remov- 
ing from  Marblehead,  and  received  no  salary  to  the 
time  of  his  inauguration,  die  House  of  Represen- 
tatives voted  him  .£33.  Bs.  Sd.,  in  "bills  of  the  new 
tenor." 

These  favors  of  the  General  Court  demanded  a 
respectful  acknowledgment,  which  was  presented  to 

I  OwraocTs'  Record*. 
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them  during  the  session.  Oq  the  S!2d  of  December 
"  Tlie  House,  being  informed  the  Rev.  the  President 
and  Corporation  of  Harvard  College  were  attending 
at  the  door,  and  desired  admittance,  they  were  accord- 
ingly admitted  in,  and  Mr.  President  in  the  name  and 
at  the  desire  of  the  said  Corporation,  acquainted  Mr. 
Speaker  and  the  House,  they  had  prepared,  and  took 
this  opportunity  of  presenting  their  humble  address  to 
the  Great  and  General  Court,  setting  forth  their  hear- 
ty.thanks  few  the  various  favours  received  from  them, 
more  especially  in  the  grants  passed  the  last  May 
session,  relating  to  the  President's  settlement,  and  also 
for  the  grant  made  the  society  at  Marblehead,  of  which 
Mr.  President  was  pastor,  the  better  to  enable  them 
to  settle  another  minister,  with  their  hearty  prayers 
that  his  Excellency  and  the  Court  may  be  continued 
under  the  divine  influences. 

'.'  The  address  being  read,  Mr.  President  with  the 
Corporation  withdrew."' 

A  few  days  afterwards  the  House  voted  ^40  in 
"  bills  of  the  new  tenor  to  the  four  present  Tutors  of 
Harvard  College,  in  consideration  of  their  extraordi- 
nary services"  during  the  interval  that  the  College 
was  without  a  President 

It  was  ordered,  January  16th,  1739,  '*  that  the  sumi 
of  two  hundred  pounds  of  new-tenor  hills  be  granted 
and  allowed  to  be  p£ud  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  to 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Edward  Holyoke,  President  of  Har- 
vard College,  over  and  above  the  rents  of  Massachu- 
setts-Hall, for  the  space  of  one  year,  to  be  paid  him 
quarterly,  the  year  beginning  in  September  last. 

1  JonniBl  of  House  of  RepreteoUtiTei,  1737,  p.  104. 
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Two  days  afterwards  PresideDt  Holyoke  preseoted 
a  memorial  to  the  General  Court  on  this  subject ;  and 
on  being  admitted  into  the  House,  be  "  spoke  to 
his  memorial,  and  then  withdrew."  In  the  afternoon 
of  the  same  day,  it  was  ordered,  after  a  full  debate, 
that  "one  hundred  pounds  of  the  new-tenor  bills 
should  be  allowed  him  from  the  public  Treasury,  in 
consideration  of  his  extraordinary  espences  since  the 
time  of  his  instalment  to  this  day." 

In  July,  1740,  he  was  allowed  ^00  in  "bills  of  the 
old  tenor,  or  bills  of  the  new  tenor  equivalent  thereto." 
After  that  we  meet  with  no  grant  to  him  till  the  9th  of 
January,  1741-2,  when  was  voted  "the  sum  of 
X150  per  annum,  for  one  year  and  a  half  (bills  to  be 
emitted  m  the  supply  bill  now  before  the  Court)"; 
but,  upon  his  application,  the  sum  of  ^0  of  '*  the  last  • 
emission  "  was,  in  June  following  added  to  his  annual 
salary. 

From  that  time  the  allowance  annually  ipade  to 
lum  (which  was  always  "  over  and  above  the  rents  of 
Massachusetts-Hall")  varied  for  the  most  part  from 
•£200  to  .£300,  Massachusetts  currency.  The  sums 
generally  voted  were  £250  or  £200,  which  last  amount 
was  his  allowance  during  the  tatter  years  of  his  presi- 
dency. 

February  19th,  1756,  immediately  after  the  House 
had  voted  to  the  President  the  usual  annual  grant, 
then  £250,  it  was  ordered,  that  Mr.  Speaker  [the 
Hon.  Thomas  Hubbard],  Mr.  Gibbs,  and  Col.  Otis, 
be  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  Rev.  President  of 
Harvard  College,  to  enquire  into  the  conditions  of  his 
settlement  in  that  office,  and  whether  the  engagements 
then  made  him  have  been  fulfilled ;  and  report  there- 
on."   The  Committee  made  their  report  on  the  17th 


n,g,t,7.cbyG00glc 


1737-1769.]  PRESIDENT    HOLTOKB.  183 

of  April  following,  in  which,  after  reciting  in  substance 
the  vote  passed  June  16th,  1737,  previously  to  the  set- 
tlement of  President  Holyoke,  they  proceed  to  state, 
**  That  the  said  Edward  Holyoke,  in  expectation  and 
confidence,  that  this  government  would  afford  him  a 
suitable  and  ample  support,  accepted  that  trust,  and 
removed  with  his  family  to  Cambnd.ife,  and  has  ever 
nnce  performed  the  duties  of  lus  said  office. 

"That  the  grants  since  made  the  Reverend  the 
President,  together  with  the  perquisites  of  his  said 
office,  have  fallen  so  far  short  of  affording  him  a  suit- 
able and  ample  support,  as  that  he  has  been  obliged 
to  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  his  mansion-house 
at  Marblehead,  and  the  rents  of  his  own  and  his 
present  wife's  estate,  for  the  support  of  himself  and 
&mily> 

■^That  barely  the  principal  sums,  be  has  so  ex- 
pended of  his  own  estate,  amount  to  more  than  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  lawful  money ;  and  could  he 
have  put  the  same  on  interest  as  he  received  it,  and 
condnued  it  so  to  this  time,  only  the  simple  interest 
thereof  would  have  amounted  to  above  five  hundred 
and  ninety  pounds  more.  And  that  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  his  house,  which  was  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  old  tenor  in  1739,  his  rents,  perquisites,  gifts, 
and  grants  of  the  Qoverament,  he  had  only  one  hun- 
dred pounds  lawful  money  left,  when  his  salary  was 
granted  him  this  year.  Signed,  T.  Hubbard  per 
order." 

It  was  then  ordered,  "That  this  report  be  recom- 
mitted, and  that  James  Bowdoin,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Tyng, 
be  added  to  the  Committee,  and  that  they  make  en- 
quiry what  sums  have  been  received  by  the  Reverend 
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President  from  time  to  time,  in  consequence  of  his 
being  ia  that  place,  either  by  virtue  of  grants  of  the 
General  Coart,  rents  or  fees,  and  report  thereon."  * 

This  Committee  were  directed  by  the  House,  Feb. 
24th,  1767,  to  report  at  the  next  session.  Being  in- 
formed that  they  were  not  ready  to  do  it  then,  the 
House  voted  "  that  the  consideration  of  that  affair  be 
referred  to  the  next  May  session";  .and  thus  the  sSak 
appears  to  have  terminated. 

How.  far  the  subsequent  grants  of  the  Legislature 
corresponded  to  its  engagements,  or  at  least  to  the 
expectations  and  wants  of  the  President,  an  opinion 
may  be  formed  in  some  measure  from  the  records  in 
the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  It 
should,  however,  be  borne  in  mind,  that  Massachusetts, 
While  a  province  of  Great  Britain,  abounded  far  less  in 
wealth  than  in  virtue,  less  in  gold  and  silver  than  in 
spirit  and  intelligence ;  and  that,  in  compliance  with 
circumstances,  the  salaries  of  all  her  officers  were 
adapted  to  a  scale  of  the  most  rigid  economy; 
not  to  mention  the  exhausted  state  of  her  re- 
sources, occasioned,  parUcuIarly,  by  the  wars  with 
the  French. 

Annual  grants  were  made  to  other  officers  of  the 
College  besides  the  President,  as  will  be  seen  here- 
after. The  grants  were  made  to  them  at  the  same 
time  with  those  to  public  functionaries.  "  The  House 
entered  into  the  consideration  of  proper  grants  to  ciri/ 
officers,"  and  then  voted,  first  a  sum  of  money  to  the 
Justices  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  next  to 
the  President  of  the   College,  the  Secretary  of  the 

1  Mus.  Joarnal,  175S,  pp.  479,  480. 
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Province,  and  so  on  through  a  list  of  persons  who 
rendered  services  to  the  public  in  various  c^^acities, 
including  certain  officers  of  the  College.  It  was  com- 
monly in  the  winter  session  that  this  busmess  was 
done. 
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The  first  ioiportaDt  measure,  adopted  by  the  College 
GoTernment  after  President  Holyoke's  induction,  was 
one  of  a  very  painful  nature.  It  was  the  dismission  of 
Professor  Greenwood.  December  7th,  1737,  the  Cor- 
poration voted  to  remove  him  from  his  office.  From  a 
spirit,  however,  of  extreme  forbearance,  the  Overseers 
deferred  their  decision  till  July  13th,  1738,  when  (hey 
passed  their  final  vote,  confirming  the  act  of  the  Corpo- 
ration. He  held  his  office  ten  years  and  five  months 
(from  the  time  of  bis  inauguration) ;  and  might  have 
continued  to  hold  it,  with  credit  to  himself  and  benefit 
to  the  College,  had  his  wisdom  and  firmness  been  equal 
to  his  acknowledged  abilities.' 

He  published  "  a  philosophical  Discourse  concerning 
the  Mutability  and  Changes  of  the  Material  World ; 
read  to  the  Students  of  Harvard  College,  April  7,  1731, 
upon  the  news  of  the  death  of  Thomas  Hollis  Esq.  of 
London,  the  most  bountiful  Benefactor  to  that  Society." 
It  abounds  wiib  marks,  not  only  of  a  philosophical 
spirit,  but  of  a  lively  fancy.  With  some  alterations, 
principally  verbal,  it  might  be  rendered,  what  would 
now  be  called,  an  elegant  discourse.  The  most  inter- 
esting part  of  it  is  that  in  which,  five  years  before 

•  He  was  elected  in  M»y,  1727,  not  quite  six  yeare  after  ho  wta 
gndwtei,  wliich  was  in  173r.  Installed  Feb.  I3tii,  172a  He  was  a 
classmnte  of  two  peTsons,  who  were  greatly  distinguished  in  their  day, 
Dr.  Charles  Chauncy  and  Chief- Justice  Stephen  Sewall. 
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Butler  published  his  celebrated  work,  he  argues  from 
the  analogy  of  nature  in  favor  of  man's  resurrection. 

Little  is  known  of  him  after'  his  dismission.  He 
went  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  there  he  died 
October  22d,  1745.' 

At  the  time  of  this  excision  of  a  diseased  limb  fh)m 
the  venerable  trunk  of  Harvard,  a  young  shoot  of  extra- 
ordinary vigor  and  promise  was  fortunately  at  hand, 
and  ready  for  insertion  into  the  vacant  place. 

The  Corporation  elected  Mr.  John  Winthrop  to  fill 
the"  office,  and  presented  hira  to  the  Overseers  for  their 
approval  The  Overseers,  Oct.  3d,  1738,  voted  "that 
a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  Mr.  John  Wm- 
throp  as  to  his  knowlege  in  the  Mathematicks,  and  that 
Col.  William  Dudley,  Mr.  President,  and  Mr.  Danforth 
be  the  Committee  aforesaid.  Upon  a  motion  made 
the  question  was  put  whether  a  Committee  be  appoint- 
ed to  examine  Mr.  Winthrop  about  his  principles  of 
religion  before  the  approbation  of  bim  by  the  Overseers, 
and  it  passed  in  the  negative." 

On  the  19th  of  the  same  month  the  Committee  re- 
ported "  that  they  had  examined  him  as  to  his  skill  and 
knowledge  in  sundry  parts  of  the  Mathematicks  and 
Natural  Philosophy,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  he  has 
made  very  great  proficiency  therein  and  is  well  quafified 
to  sustEun  the  office  he  is  chosen  to." 

It  was  than  moved  that  "  the  vote  of  the  last  meet- 
ing respecting  the  examination  of  Mr.  Wintbrope  as  to 
his  principles  of  religion,  be  reconsidered ; "  but  it  was 
voted  that  the  iurther  consideration  of  this  subject  b^ 
referred  to  the  second  Thursday  of  the  next  sessions  of 


I  Sutler's  Aoalogj  wu  first  printed  in  1736. 
»  Wintbrop's  MS.  Catalogue. 
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the  GeDeral  Court,  and  that  the  members  of  the  six 
towns  be  notified." 

Accordingly,  Dec.  7th,  1738,  at  the  fullest  meeting 
on  record,  excepting  that  in  which  the  election  of  Mr. 
Holyoke  was'  confirmed,  "  after  a  long  debate  the  ques- 
tion was  put  again,  whether  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  examine  Mr.  Winthrope  about  [his]  principles  of 
religion ;  and  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

It  appears  to  have  been  thought  by  the  hberal-minded 
majority,  that  a  particular  theological  creed  would 
render  a  man  neither  a  better  nor  a  worse  instructer 
of  Fhilo8C4)hy,  and  accordingly  they  now  confirmed 
the  election  of  the  Corporation ;  satisfied,  it  should  seem, 
widi  knowing  that  while  the  requisite  qualifications  for 
discharging  the  appropriate  duties  of  the  office  were 
possessed  by  Mr.  Wiothrop  m  an  eminent  degree, 
the  young  man's  deportment  was  in  all  respects  cor- 
rect and  exemplary. 

This  immunity,  however,  seems  to  have  been  ctnifin- 
ed  to  the  Professor  of  Mathematics.  Even  the  Tutcm 
were  exanuned  as  to  their  reli^ous  principles ;  and,  no 
doubt,  ior  this  reason,  that  they,  as  weU  aa  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  Professor  of  Divinity,  were  at  that  period 
required,  not  only  to  perform  religious  sendees  in  the 
chapel,  but  to  ^ve  rel^ous  instruction  to  tbdlr  re- 
spective classes. 

A  few  years  before  tlua,  it  appears,  that  the  IVench 
instructs  had  been  charged  with  propagating,  "danger- 
ous errors  "  among  the  undergraduaites,  and  examined 
upon  that  subject ;  and  the  following  proceedings  todc 
place  ui  the  Board  of  Overseers  on  tl^t  occasion : 

'*May  13,  1735.  The  Committee  report,  that  upon 
discoursing  with  the  Rev'd  President  and  Tutors  who 
had  examined  Mr.  Longloissorie  and  a  number  of  his 
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scholars,  it  did  not  appear,  tliat  Mr.  Longloissorie  had 
rented  any  of  bis  dangerous  errors  among  the  under- 
graduates, nor  that  they  bad  been  embraced  by  any  of 
the  graduates  to  whom  he  had  freely  communicated 
them.  But  upon  discoursing  [with  }  Mr.  Rogers,  one 
of  the  Tutors*  on  occasion  of  the  reports  concerning  him 
winch  were  brought  to  this  Board,  he  appeared  to 
tluok  it  a  hardship  that  he  should  be  exammed  as  to  his 
partitfular  sentiments  on  the  said  heads  when  there  bad 
been  no  express  charges  laid  in  against  him,  and  declined 
to  give  us  any  such  answers,  as  might  enable  us  to  re- 
port him  free  and  clear  of  those  opinions." It 

was  voted,  that  the  President  and  Tutors  hare  not 
power  by  any  law  to  introduce  or  permit  any  person 
to  instruct  scholars  in  arts  or  languages  in  this  Society ; 
and,  therefore,  the  permission  some  time  since  given  by 
them  to  Mr.  Longloissorie  to  teach  the  French  tongue 
is  in  itself  void;  and,  in  as  much  as  this  Board  judge 
it  not  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  College,  that  the 
said  Mr.  Longloissorie  should  contmue  to  teach  the 
French  Language  there  any  longer,  it  was  turther  voted, 
that  the  President  and  Tutors  be  directed  to  forbid  the 
Students,  whether  graduates  or  undergraduates,  from 
attending  on  his  instructions,  either  within  the  College 
walls  or  elsewhere. 

"Upon  debate  had  on  the  second  paragraph  of  this 
Report,  the  Board  think  it  proper  to  assert  and  declare 
their  light  to  examine  into  the  principles  of  all  those 
that  are  employed  in  the  instruction  of  the  Students 
of  the  College  upon  any  just  suspicion  of  their  holding 
dangerous  tenets,  altho'  no  express  chaise  be  lay- 
ed  in  against  them;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to 
the  Corporation  to  take  due  care  as  to  the  principles  of 
such  persons  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  chosen  by^ 
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tbem  into  any  office  of  instruction ; .  and  that  no  person 
chosen  into  such  an  office  shaU  be  accepted  or  continued  , 
who  refuseth,  when  desired,  to  give  saUsfaction  to  this 
Board  as  to  their  principles  in  religion." ' 

Mr.  Winthrop  was  inaugurated  in  the  College  Hall 
January  2d,  1739.  "The  Corporation  and  Overseers 
went  down  from  the  Library  into  the  Hall  and  took 
their  places  at  several  tables."  The  ceremonies  were 
similar  to  those  at  the  instalment  of  his  predecessor. 
"Some  stanzas  of  Psalm  148  were  sung,  and  the 
Overseers  and  Corporation  went  up  to  the  Library,  , 
whilst  the  tables  were  spread,  and  returned  with  other 
gentlemen  to  dinner  in  the  College  Hall."* 

1  Overseers'  Records. 

[a  The  csremoaies  of  inauguratioD,  in  the  rase  of  Mr.  Winthrop'a  pre- 
deceaaor,  Mr.  Greenwood,  are  thus  described  in  tbe  OversecrB*  Records : 

"  Feb.  13,  1737-8.  At  an  Overseers'  Meeting  st  the  College,  being 
the  day  of  tbe  insuguration  of  Mr.  Isaac  Greenwood  to  be  Professor  of 
Mathematics  and  Natural  and  Experimental  PJiiloaophy,  the  President 
heing  ill,  Mr.  Flynt  wsa  desired  by  the  CorporatioD  to  direct  the  afiak 
of  the  inaugurBtion,  to  begin  with  prayer  aad  make  an  iatrodiictory 
speech ;  which  speech  (io  Latin]  being  finished,  Mr.  Professor  Wiggles- 
worth  was  desired  [to  read]  Hr.  HoUis's  Rules  and  Statutes  respectiag 
the  Professor  of  Mathematics  and  Natural  and  Experimental  Philoso- 
phy. Then  the  oaths  to  the  Civil  Uavernmeot  were  read  by  Mr.  Sever, 
and  repeated  verbatim  by  Mr.  Greenwood ;  aud,  being  thus  read  over 
and  repeated,  the  printed  copies  of  them  were  signed  by  Mr.  Green- 
wood  who  was  thus  sworn  before  the  Hon'ble  Coll.  Tayler  and  Coll. 
Byfield,  the  two  first  Councellors  present  Aflicr  this  Mr.  Greenwood 
was  deured  by  Mr.  Flynt  to  express  his  declarations  and  promises  agree- 
Me  u>  the  12th  and  13tb  articlea  of  the  Rnles.  Then  Mi.  Flynt  called 
for  Mr.  Greenwood's  Inaugural  Oration  ;  which  Oration  (in  Latin)  being 
finished,  Mr.  Flynt  asked  leave  of  the  Overseers  and  Corporation  to  de- 
clare Mr.  Greenwood  HoUiium  Professor  of  Mathematics  aud  Natural 
and  Experimental  Philosophy  in  Harvard  College ;  and  accordingly 
publicly  declared  him  so.  After  this  Mr.  Appleton  was  desired  to  raake 
the  last  prayer ;  theu  the  two  Srst  with  the  two  Inst  stal^  of  tfae  I04th 
Psalm  were  sung  and  the  whole  Company  went  to  dinner  in  the  College 
Hall."  -.-  OtttTseert^  Rtcordt.  The  Statutes  of  this,  and  other  profesaor-' 
riiips,  will  ba  found  in  the  Ai^ndix  to  the  present  work.    £dit.] 
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A  Committee  which  had  been  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  College,  made  a  favorable  report, 
April  29th,  1740.  They  say,  that "  upon  enquiry  made 
of  the  Rev'd  President,  Tutors,  and  Professors  they  doe 
find,  that  the  exercises  required  by  law  are  statedly 
attended,  and  that  the  body  of  laws  lately  made  for  the 
Government  of  the  College  doe  in  a  good  measure  an- 
swer their  end  and  prove  beneficial  to  the  Society,  and 
that  at  present  there  does  not  appear  occasion  for  any 
new  laws  to  be  made,  nor  doe  the  Committee  appre- 
hend it  needful  to  lay  any  new  proposals  before  the 
Board  of  Overseers." ' 

It  was  not  long  before  the  College  was  visited  by 
another  occurrence  of  the  same  unhappy  nature  with 
that  of  the  dismission  of  Professor  Greenwood.  An 
examining  Committee  of  the  Overseers  reported  to 
thatboard,  Oct.  2Ist,  1741.  "ThatMr.  Nathan  Prince, 
one  of  the  Tutors  had  been  complained  of  by  the  Pre- 
sident and  Fellows,  of  several  great  misdemeanours ; " 
and  it  was  voted,  that  the  President  and  Tutors  draw 
up  their  complaint  "  in  certain  articles."  Articles 
were  accordingly  submitted  to  the  Board,  at  a  meeting 
in  November;  they  charged  him  with  various  instances 
of  indecent  and  irregular  deportment ;  and,  though 
some  of  them  exhibited  him  only  in  a  ludicrous  and  even 

1  [EitrarU  from  these  laws  which  were  adopted  in  1734,  wUI  be  found 
to  the  Appendix.  The  requiaitions  for  admisaioD  into  the  College  at  that 
period,  now  jugt  a  cencuij  ago,  are  thus  stated  \a  them : 

"  Whoever  by  aD  examination  faj  the  President  and  two  at  least  of  the 
Tutors  shall  be  found  able  extempore  to  read,  construe,  and  parse  Tully, 
Virgil,  or  such  like  cummon  classical  Latin  authors,  and  write  true  Latin 
in  prose,  and  to  be  skilled  ia  making  Latin  verse,  or  at  least  in  the  rule* 
of  Prosodia,  and  to  read,  construe,  and  parse  ordinar]'  Greek,  as  in  th« 
New  Testament,  Isocrates,  or  such  like,  and  decline  the  paradipna  of 
Greek  nouns  and  verbs, —  having  withal  good  testimony  of  hia  paat 
blameless  t>ehaviour, —  shall  be  look'd  upon  as  qualified  for  admission 
into  Harvard  College."— Ed  it.1 
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boyish  point  of  riew,  they  were  not  the  less  repagnant 
to  the  character  of  a  grave  instnicter  on  that  account. 

Those  articles  were  the  subject  of  consideration  at  sev- 
eral meetings ;  witnesses  were  esamined  under  oath; 
the  party  accused  was  beard  in  his  defence ;  and  finsJJy, 
"after  a  long  debate,"  it  was  voted,  Feb.  18th,  1742, 
**  that  Mr.  Nathan  Prince  be  removed  from  ail  office 
relating  to  the  College."  It  was  also  "  recommended 
to  the  Corporation  to  fill  up  with  some  suitable  perscn 
or  persons  such  vacancies  as  were  made  by  his  re- 
moval." 

He  afterwards  cldmed  and  peUtioned  to  the  Over- 
seers for  an  appeal;  but  it  was  refused,  April  1st,  174% 
by  a  vote  of  "all  the  members  present,  the  Reverend 
Mr.    Thomas  Prince  excepted,"  who  was  his  brother. 

No  injustice,  it  is  believedi  was  done  to  Mr.  Prince, 
but  the  course  adopted  was  irregular,  though  it  seems 
to  have  been  necessary.  His  removal,  as  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Greenwood,  should  have  been  first  voted  by  the 
Corporation,  and  then  approved  by  the  Overseers.  Of 
this  both  those  bodies  were  evidently  sensible,  and 
accordingly  took  care  to  guard  agiunst  its  being  drawn 
into  a  precedent.  Thus  in  the  Records  of  the  Over- 
seers, under  date  of  May  6th,  1 742,  there  is  the  follow- 
ing entry :  "  Some  votes  of  the  Corporation  were  now 
presented  to  the  Overseers  for  their  consent,  viz.  — 
'  Whereas  the  Hon'ble  and  Rev'd  Overseers  of  Har- 
vard College  did  upon  the  18th  of  February  last  past 
vote  the  removal  of  Mr.  Nathan  Prince,  one  of  the 
Fellows  and  Tutors  of  said  College,  from  all  office  re- 
lating thereto  on  account  of  sundry  crimes  and  misde- 
meanours whereof  he  was  convicted  before  them  and 
whidi  he  had  been  charged  with  at  said  Board  by  some 
of  the  Corporation  as  wel  as  the  Tutors  of  said  Cd- 
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lege ;  and  also,  did  then  recommend  it  to  the  Cor- 
poratioB  to  611  up  the  vacancys  made  by  said  Mr. 
Prince's  removal ;  and,  altho*  we  apprehend  that 
(according  to  the  Constitution  of  said  College)  affairs 
of  this  Nature  ought  to  originate  with  the  Corporation ; 
yet,  in  as  much  as  so  many  of  the  Corporation  have 
been  either  complainants  ag^st  the  said  Prince,  or 
have  been  aspersed  and  male-treated  by  him,  as  that 
there  is  not  left  a  majority  of  said  Corporation  who 
may  be  thought  by  him  or  by  others,  as  we  understand, 
to  be  indifferent  judges  in  this  affair ;  uid  in  as  much 
as  we  apprehend  that  under  all  circumstances  it  wil  not 
be  for  the  interest  and  peace  of  said  College  that  he 
should  continue  any  longer  in  office  therein ;  therefore, 
saving  all  right  given  to  the  Corporation  by  their  Char- 
ter, they  passed  the  following  votes, "  viz. 

1.  Tbat'Mr.  Joseph  Mayhew  be  a  Fellow  of  the  Cor- 
poration in  the  room  of  the  said  Mr.  Prince.  2.  That  Mr. 
Belcher  Hancock  be  a  Tutor  of  the  sud  College  in  the 
room  of  said  Mr.  Prince,  and  that  for  three  years,  and 
be  the  fourth  Tutor  in  order.  3.  That  the  two  forego- 
ing votes  .be  presented  -to  the  Hon'ble  and  Rev'd 
Overseers  at  their  next  meeting    for  their  consent 

**The  Overseers  now  consented  to  the  Corporation's 
choice  of  Mr.  Joseph  Mayhew  and  Mr.  Belcher  Han- 
cock as  above  mentioned." 

Mr.  Prince  then  appealed  to  the  General  Court 
He  also  published  a  pamphlet,  upon  the  Constitution 
and  Government  of  the  College,  in  which  he  under- 
times, among  other  things,  "  to  prove  that  the  Honor- 
able and  Reverend  Overseers  of  Harvard  College 
have  no  independent  power  over  the  Corporation  of  said 
College,  nor  can  dismiss  a  member  of  sud  Corpora- 
25 
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tion  solely  by  themselves ;  but  that  the  General  Court 
alone  have  sucfa  a  sovereign  power;  and  are  the 
Visitors  of  s£ud  College." ' 

But  the  General  Court  were  either  not  convinced 
by  his  arguments,  or  thought  it  not  expedient  to  assert 
their  rights ;  for  the  affair  was  permitted  to  pass  off 
very  quietly ;  and  Mr,  Prince  obtained  do  relief.' 

Notwithstanding  his  misconduct,  he  was  too  con- 
siderable a  man,  and  was  too  long  connected  with  this 
institution,  to  be  passed  over  without  some  further 
notice.  He  took  his  first  degree  at  this  College  in 
1718,  and  was  not  long,  if  ever,  separated  from  it 
afterwards  till  his  removal  from  office  ;  for  he  was  a 
Tutor  nearly  nineteen  years,  and  full  thirteen  years  a 
FeDow  of  ihe  Corporation.  After  he  left  the  College 
he  took  orders  in  the  Church  of  England,  went  to  the 
West  Indies,  and  died  July  25th,  1748,  at  Ratuan  m 
the  Bay  of  Honduras,  having  been  sent  as  a  mission- 
ary to  the  Mosquitos.' 

He  was  a  younger  brother  of  our  distinguished 
annalist,  Mr.  Thomas  Prince,  and  is  esteemed  by  Dr. 
Chauncy  as  "  the  greater  man  of  the  two.  His  learn- 
ing," continues  the  Doctor,  "  was  not,  I  believe,  so 
extensive,  but  still  very  great.  He  was  a  greater 
mathematician  and  philosopher,  and  a  much  better 
classical  scholar  and  logician.  I  am  ready  to  think  his 
powers  were  stronger,  especially  his  reasoning  faculty. 
I  was  intimately  acquainted  with  him  for  thirty  years. 
It  is  a  pity  be  gave  occasion  for  his  dismission  from 

1  The  pamphlet  ia  entitled —  ■' An  Account  of  the  CoDBtitution  end 
GoTerniDent  of  HarrBrd  Colle^,  from  its  first  formstion  in  the  jeir 
1636  to  the  jear  1742." 

9  He  wu  the  only  member  of  the  Corporation,  it  ii  believed,  who  bu 
ever  been  dUniuiaBd. 

*  Winthrop'i  M&  Catalogue. 
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College.  This  was  his  ruin.  It  turned  him  out  o! 
bread,  and  finally  proved  a  temptatiou  strong  enough 
to  recoDcile  him  to  the  taking  of  orders.  He  had  read 
all  the  Fathers,  and  made  vast  collections  from  them  on 
almost  every  subject.  I  never  yet  knew  the  man 
that  had  a  more  deeply  rooted  aversion  to  the  church 
than  he  had  before  his  dismission  from  the  College. 
I  have  heard  him  a  hundred  times  make  himself  and 
company  merry  with  their  talk  about  the  prelacy  and 
the  Fathers  in  support  of  it  There-  is  no  knowing 
what  a  man  may  be  brought  to  by  the  force  of  tempta- 
tion. Notwithstanding  aH  this,  he  deserves  a  place 
among  the  great  men  in  this  country." ' 

The  extent  of  this  compliment  to  Mr.  Prince  cannot 
be  fully  understood  without  adverting  to  the  account 
which  Dr.  Chauncy  had  given  of  the  brother,  Thomas 
Prince*  of  whom  he  thus  speaks :  **  I  do  not  know  of 
any  one  that  had  more  learning  among  us,  excepting 
Doct  Cotton  Mather;  and  it  was  extensive,  as  was 
also  his  genius.  He  possessed  all  the  intellectual 
powers  in  a  degree  far  beyond  what  is  common.  He 
may  be  justly  characterized  as  one  of  our  great  men ; 
though  he  would  have  been  much  greater,  had  he 
not  been  apt  to  give  too  much  credit,  especially  to 
surprising  stories.  He  could  easily  be  imposed  on 
this  way.  Another  imperfection  that  was  really  hurtful 
to  him  was,  a  strange  disposition  to  regard  more,  in 
multitudes  of  instances,  the  circumstances  of  things, 
and  sometimes  minute  and  trifling  ones,  than  the  things 
themselves.    I  could  from  my  own  acquaintauce  with 

I  Cbftaocj's  Sketch  of  Eminent  Men  in  New  Englaad ;  in  a  Latter 
to  Dr.  StUea,  Maj  6,  1768,  published  in  HaM.  HiaL  Coll.  X.  p.  165, 
Pint  Seriea.  [Bee  alio  a  similar  chanctei  of  Mr.  Nathan  Princa 
in  BUot'i  ffiop.  Diet.,  p.  393,  note.    Edit.] 
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bim  give  many  instances  of  this.  But,  these  weaknesses 
notwithstanding,  he  deserves  to  be  remembered  with 


What  a  lesson  on  the  use  and  abuse  of  the  gifts  of 
nature  is  taught  by  the  different  fortunes  of  these  two 
brothers,  and  the  different  place  in  the  records  of  fame 
which  posterity  has  assigned  them ! 

According  to  Dr.  EUot,  Mr.  Nathan  Prince  was  "  a 
candidate  for  the  professor's  cbw";  but  bis  juniors, 
Mr.  Greenwood  and  Mr.  Winthrop,  were  successively 
preferred  to  him,  and  this,  notwithstanding  his  eminence 
in  learning,  and  the  claims  which  his  relation  to  the 
College  gave  lum  at  the  time  when  each  of  them  was 
appointed.  His  character,  indeed,  presented  great 
obstacles  to  bis  advancement  Among  its  most  promi- 
nent traits  were  imprudence,  eccentricity,  violence  of 
temper,  and  mfirmity  of  moral  purpose.  There  are 
occasional  indications  of  some  of  these  quahties  in  bis 
pamphlet,  which,  however,  though  br  from  being  al- 
ways convmcing,  is  a  very  ingenious  and  able  per- 
fonaance, 

>  Ckuincjr'f  Sketch  of  Eminent  Hen  in  New  Eoclud,  p.  164. 
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Of  the  prosperous  state  of  the  College  during 
President  Holjc^e*s  admiQistratioD  there  is  abundant 
testimony. 

In  the  year  1738,  Mr.  James  Townsend  bequeathed 
to  the  College  <£500  O.  T.  [old  tenor},  the  income  to 
be  paid  lo  the  Hollis  Professor  of  Divinity. 

The  Honorable  Thomas  Hutchinson,  an  eminent 
mnehant  of  Boston,  left  it,  in  the  year  fcJlowing,  a 
legacy  of  .£300,  of  which  the  same  Professor  was  to 
have  the  benefit  for  fifteen  years ;  and  then  it  was 
"  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  Corporation,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Overseers."  Mr.  Hutchinson  was  a  mem- 
ber of  his  Majesty's  Council  from  1714  to  1739,  the 
year  of  his  death.  He  was  not  a  graduate  of  the 
College.  He  is  "  allowed  to  merit  the  pious  testimony 
of  his  son"  Governor  Hutchinson,  who  thus  spoke  of 
him :  **  I  wish  that  many  of  his  posterity  may  so  justly 
deserve  the  character  of  true  fiiends  to  their  country. 
Regardless  of  the  frowns  of  a  govemour,  or  the  threats 
of  the  people,  he  spoke  and  voted  acc(»*ding  to  his 
judgment,  attaching  himself  to  no  party  any  further 
than  be  found  their  measures  tend  to  the  publick  in- 
terest"' 


1  HntcbuwHi'i  HuL  of  Hua^  T«I.  II.  p.  391,  not*.    Bliot'i  Biofr. 
KcL,  Art.  AilcMwm»  p.  371. 
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For  the  benefit  of  the  Professor  of  Divinity,  alsc^ 
Daniel  Henchman,  Esq.  presented,  in  1742,  one  hun- 
dred ounces  of  silver,  and  again  in  1747,  ^250,  O.  T., 
the  income  of  both  which  sums  were  lo  be  paid  to 
that  officer. 

This  same  gentleman,  in  1758,  made  a  further  dona- 
tion of  £66.  13s.  4(1,  lawful  money,  the  income  to  be 
given  to  the  Hollisian  Professor  of  Mathematics  and 
Natural  Philosophy. 

To  both  the  Professors  just  mentioned,  Lieutenant 
Governor  Dummer  "bequeathed  the  income  of  jClOO 
sterling,  in  equal  proportions."  He  also  left  ^150  ster- 
ling to  be  laid  out  in  books  for  the  Library.  Governor 
Dummer  was  not  a  graduate  of  the  College.  His 
public  life  must  be  familiar  to  all  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  Massachusetts.  Dummer  Academy 
at  Newbury  was  founded  by  him.  He  died  at  Boston 
October  10th,  1761,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years, 
having  sustained  the  uniform  character  of  a  wise,  up- 
right, pious,  and  benevolent  man. 

In  the  year  1740,  Col.  Goffe  manifested  his  good 
will  to  the  College  by  bequeathing  to  it  the  sum  of 
;£200;  but  his  estate  proving  insolvent,  this  legacy 
was  not  paid. 

For  more  than  a  century  from  its  foundation  the 
College  was  without  a  ChapeL  Religious  services, 
inaugurations,  and  other  public  exercises  (with  the 
exception  of  those  on  Commencement  day,  when, 
as  now,  the  Meetmg-house  was  used,)  were  generally, 
perhaps  always,  performed  either  in  the  Commons 
Hall,  or  in  the  Library.  In  the  year  1744  this  defici- 
ency was  suppUed  by  the  munificence  of  Madam 
Holden  and  her  daughters,  of  London.  They  remitted 
£400  sterling  lor  this  purpose,  and  a  small  bat  hand- 


n,g,t,7.cbyGOOglC 


1737-1769.]         PRESIDENT    HOLYOKE.  199 

some  brick  building  was  erected,  which  is  now  stand- 
ing ;  and  which,  though  as  a  chapel  it  has  long  since 
been  superseded  by  rooms  in  other  buildings,  is  stilt 
advantageously  used  for  other  purposes,  being  appro- 
priated to  the  medical  and  chemical  departments. 
This  benefaction  is  said,  and  no  doubt  truly,  to  have 
been  obtained  "through  the  iafluence  of  Tbomas 
Hutchinson,  Esq.,  afterwards  governor;  but  it  may  be 
considered  as  one  of  the  fruits  of  Dr.  Colman's  visit 
to  England,  nearly  half  a  century  before.  The  vessel 
he  SMled  ia  was  taken  by  a  French  privateer  after  a 
smart  engagement,  during  the  whole  of  which  he  was 
on  the  quarter-deck  and  assisting  at  the  guns.  He 
was  treated  roughly  by  the  captors,  stripped  of  all  his 
clothes,  and  carried  prisoner  to  France.  At  length 
efler  a  variety  of  adventures  he  arrived  at  London,  in 
a  very  destitute  condition ;  and  was  hospitably  enter- 
tained by  Madam  Parkhurst,  whom  "  God  made  a 
kind  and  loving  mother  to  him,  and  a  generous  friend 
.afterwards  to  some  of  his  friends  from  New-England, 
in  their  stndts." '  This  led  to  "  a  most  happy  cor- 
respondence "  with  her  excellent  son,  the  Honorable 
Samuel  Holden,  a  gentleman  who,  possessing  great 
wealth,  and  being  distinguished  also  for  his  abilities, 
integrity,  diligence,  and  prudence,  was  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  Bank  of  England,  became  a  member  of 
Parliament,  and  was  also  at  the  head  of  the  Dissenters 
in  that  country.  He  was  not,  however,  dazzled  by 
the  splendors  of  worldly  glory  nor  absorbed  by 
worldly  cares ;  but,  in  the  midst  of  prosperity  and 
business,  his  thoughts  were  habitually  recurring  to 
something  higher  and  better.    In  one  of  bis  letters  to 

t  Tarell'i  Life  of  Colman,  p.  18. 
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Dr.  Colman  he  expressed  himsdf  in  the  following 
terms :  "  Shall  animal  nature  thirst  after  suitable  re- 
freshments, and  shall  not  rational  nature  pant  after  its 
spiritual  perfection?  All  I  have  to  desire  in  life,  un- 
worthy of  any  thing  at  all,  is  to  fill  up  the  remainder 
in  thankfulness  to  God,  usefulness  to  num,  and  a 
growing  meetness  for  the  Heasoenly  world."  ^  Such 
was  the  uniform  tenor  of  his  letters ;  nor  was  it  empty 
profession ;  for  he  had  "  a  heart  to  use  both  his  estate 
and  bis  great  interest  at  Court  fen-  the  doing  good  in 
his  generation."  The  multiplicity  of  his  affairs  pre- 
vented him  from  accepting  the  office  of  agent  for 
Massachusetts,  which  was  oSered  him  by  the  General 
Cotu't ;  but,  ^t  the  instance  of  Dr.  Colman,  he  ren- 
dered eminent  services  to  the  Province,  and  at  differ- 
ent times  forwarded  to  that  gentleman,  books  and  bills 
of  exchange,  amountmg  to  no  less  than  £4847  New- 
England  currency,  "  to  be  distributed  by  him  in  woiks 
of  piety  and  charity."  • 

After  his  death  his  excellent  widow  and  daughters 
honored  his  memory  by  following  his  example.  Their 
remittances  for  the  same  benevolent  purposes  amount- 
ed to  no  less  than  .£5585  New-England  currency;  so 
that  Massachusetts  received  from  that  famUy  bene- 
factions to  the  amount  of  ^10,432.  Of  this  sum  a 
small  part,  indeed,  came  to  Harvard  College ;  enough, 
however,  to  render  the  name  of  Holden  dear  to  its 
fiiends ;  and  it  should  not  be  foi^otten  that  the  whde 
of  it  is  to  be  referred,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  the 
good  offices  of  a  man,  whom  the  College  has  uncom- 
mon reason  to  hold  in  grateful  remembrance. 


1  CoIdmd's  SennoQ  on  the  Deitb  0(8.  Hald«n,  Eaq. 
)  Colmu'i  SenuoD.    TuieU'a  Late  of  Ccdmui,  p.  lia 
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The  practice  of  delirering  annual  discourses  (m  c«> 
tun  important  truths  or  doctrines  had  long  exbted  in 
the  EngUsh  Universities;  but  had  not  as  yet  been 
adopted  in  Harvard  College.  It  was  at  length  intro- 
duced by  the  Honorable  Paul  Dudley.  This  great 
man  died  January  2dth,  1751  ;^  leaving  by  his  will  to 
Harvard  College,  as  a  **  a  poor  t^ank-offering  to  God 
from  his  unworthy  servant,  for  his  many  and  great 
mercies  to  him  in  his  education  at  that  College,"  the 
sum  ofi^lSS  6s.  Sd,  lawful  money,  equivalent  to  £100 
sterling,  the  interest  to  be  applied  to  the  supporting  of 
an  annual  lecture,  to  be  preached  at  the  College  once 
every  year,  upon  four  subjects,  specified  in  his  will : 
first,  upon  Natural  Reli^on ;  second,  upon  Revealed 
Religion ;  third,  upon  the  Corruptbns  of  the  Church 
(rf  Rome ;  fourth,  upon  the  Validity  of  Presbyterian 
Ordination. 

"These  four  lectures  are  to  be  held  alternately 
every  year  in  succession." 

lie  person  who  preaches  the  last  lecture,  is  "  to 
be  a  sound,  grave,  experienced  divine,  and  at  least 
forty  years  of  age  " ;  and  the  preachers  are  to  "  have 
their  stipend  or  pay  given  them  as  soon  as  may  be." 

The  Trustees  are,  the  President  of  the  College,  the 
Professor  oi  Divinity,  the  Pastor  of  the  First  Church 
in  Cambridge,  the  Senior  Tutor  of  the  College,  and 
the  Pastor  of  the  first  Church  in  Roxbury,  each  o( 
them  for  the  time  being. 

The  third  and  fourth  of  these  subjects  possessed  at 
that  day  an  interest,  which  they  have  not  retained ; 
and  while  "  our  emancipation  from  Britain  set  us  free 
from  all  the  fears  formerly  entertained "  of  the  estab* 

)  Winthrop'a  MS.  Ottaliwiifl. 
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lishment  of  Episcopacy  upon  the  ruins  of  our  Congre- 
gational system  Uie  progress  of  light  and  of  improve- 
ment has  long  smce  left  nothiog  to  apprehend  on  the 
side  of  Popery. 

Agreeably  to  the  will  of  the  founder,  as  to  the  per- 
son by  whom  the  course  should  be  commenced,  Pres- 
ident Holyoke  delivered  the  iirst  Dudleian  lecture,  in 
the  year  1755  ;  but  withheld  it  from  the  press.  The 
venerable  John  Barnard  of  Marblehead,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years,  delivered  the  lecture  next  year,  on 
the  subject  of  Revealed  Religion.  This  sermon  was 
published,  and  is  not  unworthy  of  his  high  character 
for  talents  suid  learning.  A  lecture  has  been  preached 
every  year  since  without  interruption ;  and  the  list  of 
preachers  comprises  many  of  the  first  divines  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. The  delivery  of  the  Dudleian  Lecture 
has  not  been  confined  ,to  any  particular  season ;  though 
it  has  most  generally  taken  place  in  May,  which  is  the 
time  at  present  fixed  upon  for  that  purpose. 

The  founder  of  this  lecture  was  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  alumni  of  this  College.  He  was  the 
oldest  son  of  Gov.  Joseph  Dudley  ;  was  bom  at  Rox- 
bury  in  1675,  and  graduated  in  1690.  He  was  after- 
wards a  Tutor  in  the  College.  Like  his  father,  he 
spent  his  life  mostly  in  the  public  service,  for  which, 
like  him  also,  he  was  eminently  qualified.  He  was 
thirty-two  years  a  judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  ^out 
six  of  which  he  was  Chief  Justice. ' 

On  the  bench  he  shone  with  uncommon  lustre,  and 
"gEuned  the  general  esteem  and  veneration  of  the 
people."  **  His  knowledge  was  great  in  most  parts  (rf 
literature ;  he  was  well  versed  in  natural  philosophy ; 

I  Wuithrop>t  MS.  Catalogue. 
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an  honorable  proof  of  which  was  his  being  a  member 
of  the  Royal  Society.  He  had  thoroughly  studied 
divinity  ;  and  in  history,  both  civil  and  sacred,  he  had 
scarce  an  equal"  To  all  his  other  accomphshments 
he  added  those  which  are  proper  to  the  gentleman 
and  the  Christian.^ 

Such  was  the  character  given  of  him  by  that  great  and 
good  man,  the  Honorable  Stephen  Sewall,  who  was  his 
immediate  successor  in  the  office  of  Chief  Justice,  — 

"LaudatDS  a  landato  viro. " 

Judge  Sewall  was  himself  one  of  the  brightest  orna- 
ments of  Harvard  College.  He  belonged  to  an  illus- 
trious family.  His  father  was  the  excellent  Stephen 
Sewall,  Esq.  of  Salem;  his  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
the  famous  Mr.  Mitchel,  minister  of  Cambridge,  and  he 
was  nephew  to  Chief  Justice  Samuel  Sewall,  of  whom 
we  have  already  spoken.  After  taking  his  bachelor's 
degree,  in  1721,  he  engaged  in  a  business  which  has 
occupied  the  early  years  of  many  of  our  greatest  men, 
that  of  rnstructer.  He  had  charge  of  a  grammar  school 
in  Marblehead  for  some  time,  afterwards  returned  to 
Cambridge  and  was  Tutor  from  1728  to  1739.  So 
high  was  lus  reputation  for  talents,  ieaming,  and  all  good 
qualities,  that  he  was  advanced  from  that  situation  to  a 
seat  on  the  bench  of  the  Superior  Court,  where  he 
remaned  till  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1760,  to 
the  extreme  regret  of  his  friends  and  of  the  pubhc. 
Among  his  eulogists  were  two  of  the  greatest  divines 
of  the  age,  his  classmate  Dr.  Chauncy,  and  Dr.  May- 
hew,  both  of  whom  place  him  in  the  first  rank  of 
New  England  worthies. 

'  The  Character  of  the  late  HoDorable  Judge  Dudley,  first  publiahed 
in  the  Boetoo  Newa-Iietter,  February  7th,  1751 ;  asciibed  by  Eliot  to 
Judge  SowalL 
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The  excitement  produced  in  every  part  of  the 
country,  about  this  period,  by  Mr.  George  Whitefield, 
extended  itself  to  this  retreat  of  the  Muses.  It  was 
in  the  year  1740,  that  this  extraordinary  itinerant 
preacher  made  his  first  visit  to  New  England.  He 
says  in  his  Journal,  "  Wednesday,  Sept.  24.  Went 
this  morning  to  see  and  preach  at  Cambridge,  the 
chief  College  for  training  up  the  sons  of  the  prophets 
in  all  New  England.  It  has  one  President,  four  Tu- 
tors, upwards  of  one  hundred  students :  It  is  scarce 
as  big  as  one  of  our  least  Colleges  in  Oxford ;  and,  as 
^  as  I  could  gather  from  some  who  well  knew  the 
state  of  it,  not  far  superior  to  our  Universities  in  piety 
and  true  godliness.— Tutors  neglect  to  pray  with  and 
examine  the  hearts  of  their  pupils.  Discipline  is  at 
too  low  an  ebb :  Bad  books  are  become  fashionable 
amongst  them :  — ^Tillotson  and  Clark  are  read  instead  of 
Sbeppard,  Stoddard,  and  such  like  Evangelical  writers, 
and  therefore  I  chose  to  preach  from  those  words,  We 
are  TUt  as  many  who  corrupt  the  Word  of  God :  And 
in  the  conclusion  of  my  sermon  I  made  a  close  appli- 
cation to  Tutors  and  Students."  * 

His  idea  of  " our  Universities"  that  is,  of  those  of 
England,  may  be  gathered  from  his  account  of  them 

1  Wbitafleld'a  Joomal  at  New  Eagknd,  p.  55. 
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in  his  Journal  at  Williamsburg,  Dec.  15,  1739,  "Most 
of  our  English  Schools  and  Universities,"  sajs  he, 
*'  are  sunk  into  mere  Seminaries  of  Paganism." 

This  effusion  of  fanatic  spleen  against  the  College, 
does  not  seem  to  hare  afforded  him  any  relief;  his 
imagination  went  on  teeming,  till  the  19  th  of  October, 
when  it  produced  this  monstrous  figment;  "As  for 
the  Universities  [Harvard  and  Yale  Colleges],  I  be- 
lieve it  may  be  said,  Their  light  is  now  become  dark- 
nesSf  —  darkness  that  may  be  felt ;  and  is  complained 
of  by  the  most  godly  ministers." 

In  order  rightly  to  appreciate  the  justice  of  his  re- 
marks, it  should  be  recollected,  that  the  Colleges  shared 
his  vituperations  in  common  with  the  great  body  of 
the  New  England  clergy. 

After  such  a  picture  of  the  College,  we  should  hardly 
expect  to  find  in  the  records  of  this  Society  an  almost 
contemporaneous  account  of  its  rehgious  state,  like  the 
following : 

"June  4,  1741.  The  Committee  of  the  Overseers 
chosen  to  make  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  College, 
&c  make  the  following  report :  That  having  met  this 
day  m  the  Library,  and  made  inquiry  into  the  state  of 
the  College,  of  the  President,  Fellows,  Professors,  and 
Tutors,  we  find  that  of  late  extraordinary  and  happy 
impressions  of  a  religious  nature  have  been  made  on 
the  minds  of  great  numbers  of  the  students,  by  which 
means  the  College  is  in  better  order  than  usual,  and 
the  exercises  of  the  Professors  and  Tutors  better  at- 
tended, &c  Whereupon  it  is  earnestly  recommended 
[by  the  Overseers]  to  the  President  and  Tutors,  Pro- 
fessors and  Instructors,  by  personal  application  to  the 
students  under  such  impressions,  and  by  other  suitable 
methods,  to  encourage  and  promote  this  good  work.** 
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—  "lu  consideration  of  the  comfortable  account  we 
have  received  of  the  State  of  religion  in  Harvard  Col- 
lege by  a  work  of  God  on  the  minds  of  many  students 
there,  voted,  that  there  be  a  meeting  of  the  Overseers 
next  Wednesday  at  the  College,  to  spend  some  time  m 
humble  thanksgiving  to  God  for  the  effusion  of  his 
holy  spirit,  and  in  earnest  supplication  that  the  good 
work  so  graciously  begun  may  be  abundantly  carrye-d 
on,  that  the  Government  of  said  College  may  be  al- 
ways under  the  divine  direction  and  influence  in  all 
their  determinations  with  regard  to  the  welfare  of  that 
society."  ^ 

If  there  was  ever  an  occasion,  which  called  upon 
the  friends  of  a  public  institution  to  rouse  themselves 
in  its  defence,  ^is  was  most  certainly  one.  A  min- 
ister of  the  gospel,  endued  with  the  power  of  sway- 
ing the  multitude  to  a  greater  degree,  perhaps,  than 
any  other  person  has  ever  been,  was  denouncing  this 
"  School  of  the  Prophets  "  to  the  world  in  tones  of  ap- 
palling import ;  and  many  religious  demagogues  were 
laboring  to  give  effect  to  his  denunciations  by  exhort- 
ing parents  to  keep  their  sons  from  this  sink  of  abomi- 
nation, or,  what  in  their  view  was  the  same  thing, 
Arminianism,  which  at  that  day  was  regarded  with  the 
same  horror  as  the  sm  of  Unitarianism  is  by  some  at 
the  present  Silence  on  the  part  of  its  members 
would,  under  such  circumstances,  have  indicated  an 
indifTerence  to  its  welfare  which  would  have  been  truly 
astonishing.  At  the  same  time,  as  there  was  no  Utile 
hazard  in  encountering  the  popular  idol  and  the  popu- 
lar frenzy  of  the  day  with  boldness  and  spirit,  it  was 
advisable  at  first  to  adopt  the  Fabian  poUcy,  to  pro- 

'  0*eneers'  Records. 
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ceed  with  great  caution  and  deliberation,  and  to  defer 
a  vigorous  onset  till  it  was  invited  by  a  more  propitious 
juncture. 

It  should  be  here  observed,  that,  in  common  with 
most  others,  who  were  solicitous  for  the  religious  un- 
provement  of  the  community,  the  governors  of  Harvard 
College  were  at  first  disposed  to  view  Mr.  White- 
field  in  a  favorable  light ;  they  gave  him  a  cordial  re- 
ception at  his  first  coming  among  them,  and  noticed 
with  complacency,  the  impressions  which  his  power- 
ful eloquence  produced  on  the  minds  of  the  students ; 
takiug  care,  however,  so  far  as  appears,  and  as  might 
have  been  expected  from  wise  and  discreet  otiicers, 
from  President  Holyoke,  Tutor  Flynt,  Professor  Wig- 
gleswortb,  and  others,  to  check  all  extravagances, 
to  prevent  all  disorderiy  proceedings,  and  to  make 
whatever  new*  interest  was  excited  for  religion  an  oc- 
casion of  mcreased  attention  to  the  regular  studies  and 
duties  of  the  College.  But,  though  they  fiattered 
themselves  that  society  was  deriving  benefit  from  the 
labors  of  Mr.  Whitefield,  yet  his  style  of  preaching, 
his  conversation,  and  his  various  movements  were  far 
from  meeting  with  unmingled 'approbation,  even  trom 
the  beginning.  It  was  during  the  prevalence  of  a 
feeling,  on  the  whole  favorable  towards  him,  that 
President  Holyoke,  with  abundant  candor,  expressed 
himself  in  the;  following  .-manner,  in  a  Convention  ser- 
mon: 

**  It  doubtiess  becomes  me  in  the  public  station  I 
hold,  to  make  Examination  as  to  the  State  of  Things  in 
these  respects,  in  the  School  of  the  Prophets :  For  that 
from  thence  proceed  those  Streams,  which  we  trust 
will  make  glad  the  City  of  God ;  but  if  the  Fountain 
be  comipt,  the  Streams  will  doubtless  be  foul  and  im- 
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pure.  Wherefore  I  am  glad  I  can  from  my  own  £x> 
amination  of  things  assure  this  Tenerable  Audience  this 
day,  that  that  Society  hath  not  deserved  the  Asper- 
sions, which  hare  of  late  been  made  upon  it,  either  as 
to  the  Principles  there  prevalent  or  the  Books  there 
read:  and  the'  such  as  hare  ^ren  out  a  disadvan- 
tageous Report  of  us,  in  these  Respects,  I  doubt  not 
have  done  it  m  a  godly  Jealousy  for  the  Churches  of 
Christ,  which  are  supply'd  from  us,  yet  (blessed  be  God) 
they  are  at  least  mistaken  herein :  Nor  has  that  So- 
ciety been  in  so  happy  a  State  as  to  these  Things,  from 
the  Time  that  I  first  was  acquainted  with  the  Principles 
there,  which  must  be  allow'd  to  be  the  Space  of  four 
or  fire  and  thirty  years  at  least,  as  it  is  at  this  Day."  * 
But  after  the  publication  of  a  Journal,  containing  the 
most  injurious  aspersions  on  the  Colleges  and  Clergy 
of  New  England,  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  remain 
unmoved  at  insults  so  outrageous,  or  to  keep  thdr 
eyes  shut  to  the  perils  which  threatened  them ;  more 
especially  when  they  witnessed  the  frightful  disorders 
which  the  labors  of  intinerant  preachers  were  causing 
in  every  part  of  the  land.  Among  the  most  respecta- 
ble part  of  the  community,  feelings  of  a  hostile  charac- 
ter towards  Whitefield  were  now  become  very  gene- 
ral. Accordingly  when  he  visited  this  country  a  second 
time  in  the  year  1744,  he  found  it  bristling  with  op- 
position. Clei^men  and  other  persons  of  great  re- 
spectability were  every  where  on  the  alert,  to  reast 
his  extravagances  and  to  check  the  ravages  of  po- 
pular delusion.  Foremost  among  them  was  Dr. 
Charles  Chauncy,  who  employed  his  great  powers  in 
supporting  with  extraordinary  vigor  and  zeal  the  ec- 


1  Preid«Dt  Holyoke**  ConTention  Sonnon,  Iby  39,  1741,  p.  3 
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clesiastical  fabric  of  New-England,  so  rudely  shaken 
by  the  blasts  of  enthusiasm.  But  it  belongs  to  this 
oarnitive  to  ^ve  a  particuW  account  only  of  the  part 
which  was  taken  m  this  afiair  by  Harvard  College. 

B^g  the  fountain,  from  which,  for  sixty  years,  the 
Churches  of  J^ew-Englarul,  and,  after  the  estabUsh- 
meat  of  Yale  College,  those  of  Massachusetts  and  the 
provinces  north  of  it,  received  their  chief  supplies  of 
ministers.  Harvard  Cotlege  was  looked  up  to  with 
veneratioD,  as  the  centre  of  the  ecclesiastical  system 
in  this  region ;  and  it  was  undoubtedly  expected  of  this 
Society  that  it  would  come  forward  at  the  present  crisis, 
not  only  with  a  defence  of  its  own  character,  thus 
violently  assailed,  but  with  a  declaration  of  its  senti- 
ments on  the  character  and  conduct  of  a  man,  who 
was  making  such  sad  work  with  the  peace  and  order 
of  the  churchej.  However  this  may  be,  on  the  28th  of 
December,  1724,  they  published  apampUet,  entided 
"  The  Testimony  of  the  President,  Professors,  Tutors 
and  Hebrew  Instructor  of  Harvard  College  in  Cam- 
bridge, against  the  Reverend  Mr.  George  Whitefield, 
and  bis  Conduct"  It  was  signed  by  all  the  resident 
Instructors,  viz.  "Edward  Holyoke,  President;  Henry 
Flynt,  Tut.  &.  Soc;  Edward  Wigglesworth,  Soc. 
&  S.  T.  P.  HoUiss.;  Judah  Monis,  Instr.  Hebr. ;  Bel- 
cher Hancock,  Tut ;  Joseph  Mayhew,  Tut  &.  Soc. ; 
Thomas  Marsh,  Tut ;  John  Winthrop,  Math.  &  PhiL 
Nat  Prof.  Hollisa."  They  declared  Mr.  Whitefield  to 
be  "  an  enthusiast,  a  censorious,  uncharitable  person, 
and  a  deluder  of  the  people,"  and  condemned  him 
also,  "both  as  an  ea;/£7i^K>r«  and  as  an  itinerant  preach- 
er." Among  the  mstances  mentioned  of  lus  censori- 
ousness  and  slander  are,  say  they,  "  the  reproachfiil 
reflections  upon  the  Society,  which  is  immediately  un- 
27 
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der  our  care ;  where  are  observable  his  rashness  and 
his  arrogaDce,"  &c. 

They  conclude  their  "Testimony"  in  a  manner 
fitting  the  dignity  of  this  seat  of  learning  and  its  im- 
portant relation  to  the  public.  "  We  wou'd  earnestly, 
and  with  all  due  respect,  recommend  it  to  the  Rev. 
Pastors  of  these  Churches  of  Christ,  to  advise  with 
each  other  in  their  several  Associations,  and  consider 
whether  it  be  not  high  time  to  make  a  stand  ag^st 
the  mbchiefs,  which  we  have  here  suggested  as  com- 
ing upon  the  churches." 

To  this  "Testimony "Mr.  Whitefield  soon  publish- 
ed an  answer.  He  maintains,  notwithstanding  the 
President's  statement  to  the  contrary  m  his  Conven- 
tion Sermon  as  above  cited,  that  the  representation  he 
had  ^ven  of  the  College  in  his  Journal  was  correct  at 
the  time  when  it  was  written ;  pretends  that,  in  assert- 
ing the  Vhiversities  were  in  a  state  of  Egyptian  dark- 
ness, he  meant  nothing  but  what  was  very  harmless ; 
he  "  had  no  idea  of  representing  the  College  in  such  a 
deplorable  state  of  immorahty  and  irreligion  "  as  was 
supposed ;  and  then,  with  a  certain  negligent  air,  ob- 
serves ;  "  However  I  am  sorry  I  pubhshed  my  private 
information,  though  from  credible  persons,  concerning 
the  Colleges  to  the  world."  This,  with  some  general 
expressions  of  good  will  to  Harvard  College,  a  request 
of  their  forgiveness,  if  be  had  done  tbem  any  wrong,  a 
magnanimous  offer  of  his  own  forgiveness  for  the  m- 
jury  they  had  done  him,  and  his  acknowledgments 
for  "  all  die  tokens  of  respect,"  which  had  been  shown 
him  when  he  was  first  here,  Mr.  Whitefield  seems  to 
think  a  sufficient  atonement  for  all  the  slanders  he  had 
vented  agamst  this  venerable  seat  of  learning. 
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As  to  the  general  charges  against  him,  he  under- 
takes also  to  show,  that  they  were  unfounded,  though 
he  admits  that  he  had  been  sometimes  unguarded 
in  his  expressions. 

Such  a  defence  was  by  no  means  satisfactory ;  and 
soon  afterwards  a  Letter  in  reply  was  addressed  to  him 
by  Dr.  Wigglesworth,  in  the  name  of  his  colleagues  in 
the  immediate  government  of  the  College.  In  this  ad- 
mirable production,  the  teamed  Professor  of  Divinity 
went  over  the  whole  ground  with  great  care  and  thor< 
oughness ;  he  clearly  pointed  out  the  dangers  of  en- 
thusiasm ;  confuted  all  his  opponent's  arguments  in  a 
masterly  manner;  and,  by  enlarging  upon  the  several 
chaises  agunst  him,  gave  additional  evidence  and 
force  to  the  "Testimony.**  No  analysis  of  such  a 
work' could  do  it  justice;  or  could  be  suflSciently  con- 
densed for  insertion  here  ;  and  what  relates  particu- 
larly to  the  College,  being  of  considerable  length,  and 
at  the  same  time  too  interesting  to  be  omitted,  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix. 

The  Professor  concludes  his  letter  in  the  following 
impressive  terms :  "  And  now,  Sir,  for  myself  I  can 
with  ^at  sincerity  assure  you,  that  it  hath  been  no 
small  grief  of  heart  to  me^  to  deal  with  you  in  this  public 
manner :  But  as  these  things  have  been  all  made  pub- 
lic by  your  own  writmgs,  which  are  read,  I  suppose, 
in  all  [»rts  of  the  British  Dominions  in  Europe  and 
America ;  and,  as  I  apprehend,  you  have  been  per- 
mitted to  fall  into  repeated,  deUberate,  most  public, 
comprehensive,  and  pernicious  violations  of  the  holy 
laws  of  God,  I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  any 
good  could  come  of  private  Conferences ;  but  think 
that  you  ought  to  give  Satisfaction  in  as  public  a 
Manner,  as  you  have  given  Offence ;  which  I  eamestiy 
pray  God  to  incline  your  Heart  io  do,  and  am,"  Slc. 
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To  Dr.  Wigglesworth's  letter  was  appended  one 
.  from  the  President ;  in  which  he  animadverts  upon 
some  remarks  of  Mr.  Whitefield's  respecting  certain 
incongruities  real  or  apparent  between  the  "  ConTen- 
tion  Sermon"  and  the  **Testimony."  The  President 
very  easily  deprives  him  of  any  advantage  these  things 
seemed  to  afford  him.  Upon  the  passages  in  the  Ser- 
mon favorable  to  him  and  Mr.  Tennent,  one  of  which 
is  quoted  above,  the  President  thus  expresses  himself: 
*'  I  now  assure  you.  Sir,  and  all  the  world,  that  I  am  so 
&r  from  being  displeased  with  the  mention  of  them, 
that  I  rather  rejoice  in  it,  as  thereby  you  have  given 
me  a  &ir  Opportunity  to  correct  them :  For  tho'  I 
have  a  good  while  dislik'd  them,  and  therefore  (you 
must  needs  think)  cou'd  not  be  insensible  of  them 
when  I  came  into  the  formention'd  Testimony ;  yet  I 
did  not  think  it  worth  while,  since  they  are  upon  the 
charitable  side,  to  make  a  formal  Business  of  Retrac- 
tation ;  though  /  think  if  they  had  been  upon  the  other 
side,  I  ought  to  have  done  i^  tohether  called  iq)on  or 
not.  And  inasmuch  as  you  have  noted  them  as  stand- 
ing in  direct  opposition  to  several  things  in  the  Testi- 
mony which  I  myself  have  signed,  '  /  noio  thank  you. 
Rev.  Sir,  for  pointing  out  those /omUs  to  me,'  if  you 
will  allow  me  to  give  that  term  to  those  errors  and 
mistakes."  ' 

He  goes  on  to  say,  that,  when  he  delivered  his  Ser- 
mon he  thought  what  he  uttered  was  true,  but  that  he 
had  found  be  was  mistaken ;  and,  after  making  some 
pertinent  remarks  and  acknowledging  that  he  ought  to 
have  taken  more  time  before  he  delivered  his  judgment, 
he  feelingly  observes — "Alas!  how  was  I  deladed 
by  show  and  appearance  !    And  not  only  I,  but  mul- 

t  The  Rer.  Prendent'a  Aiwwer  to  Mr.  WliitefieM,  p.  &  ' 
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titudes  besides  me,  who  do  doubt  would  be  as  ready 
as  I  am  now,  had  they  a  proper  occasion  for  it,  to  say 
they  hare  been  sorrowfully  deceived  ;  and  that  what- 
ever good  was  done,  hath  been  prodigiously  overbal- 
anced by  the  evil ;  and  the  furious  zeal  with  which 
you  had  so  fired  the  passions  of  the  People,  hath  in 
many  places  burnt  up  the  very  vitals  of  Religion,  and  a 
censorious,  unpeaceable,  uncharitable  disposition  hath, 
in  multitudes,  usurped  the  place  of  godly  jealousy." 

From  the  fermentation,  produced  in  the  community 
by  the  warmth  of  Whitefield,  soon  arose  a  swarm  of 
aiiterate,  conceited,  noisy  exhorters,  that  infested  the 
land,  going  from  place  to  place  inveighing  agwist  the 
ministers  aod  Colleges,  and  Arminianism  and  good 
works.  Mr.  William  Croswell  was  very  conspicuous 
among  them.  **  He  publicly  in  great  assemblies  ac- 
cused the  President  and  Instructers  and  Governors 
of  both  Colleges  of  Arminianism  and  as  enemies  to  the 
worit  of  God,  though  he  knows  but  little  about  them. 
He  has  advised  some  persons,  as  Foster  of  Plymouth, 
to  take  his  son  from  College,  and  advised  Fayerweather 
and  other  scholars  not  to  mind  what  their  Tutors  said 
to  them,  told  others  that 't  were  better  to  send  children 
aboai'd  a  man  of  war  for  education  than  to  College. 
He  has  raved  from  Plymouth  to  Charlestown  agunst 
the  College  and  its  Governors  and  greatest  part  of  the 
ministers  and  some  in  Boston.  These  things  people 
love  to  hear,  and  follow  his  preaching  from  town  to 
town,  many  being  puffed  up  in  themselves  Emd  leaven- 
ed with  ill  dispositions  against  the  ministers,  havmg 
both  in  contempt,  even  some  women  saying,  they  be- 
lieve that  few  ministers  are  converted,  limiting  the  na- 
ture of  conversion  to  their  own  particular  way  of  think- 
ing about  it,  that  is,  sudden  and  temporary  turns  of  dis- 
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tress  and  joy. "  He  said  also,  *'he  intended  to  write 
against  the  College. "  * 

Another  person  by  the  name  of  Prentice  said  "  he 
would  make  such  an  attack  on  the  College  as  it  ueTer 
had  yet " 

Some  "  imputed  the  coldness  grown  upon  scholars 
to  the  Tutors'  not  advising  them  about  spiritual  things. " 

The  result  of  this  controversy  was  no  doubt  satis- 
factory to  the  public  and  beneficial  to  the  College. 
What  effect  Mr.  Whitefield's  denunciation  had  to  in- 
jure the  College,  by  keeping  back  patronage,  by  les- 
sening the  number  of  its  students,  or  in  any  other  way, 
is  not  known.  It  was  probably  much  less  than  it  would 
hare  been,  had  not  Yale  College,  then  the  only  one  in 
New  England  except  this,'  been  included  m  the  same 
proscription.  President  Holyoke  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Whitefield,  said  to  him,  "  You  have  ah^ady  (whether 
you  designed  it  or  not)  really  injured  us  not  a  little. " 
But  trom  the  continued  and  increasing  prosperity  of  the 
College,  it  is  evident  that  the  injury  received  could 
not  have  been  very  considerable,  either  in  magnitude  or 
duration;  and  it  was  doubtless  owing,  under  Provi- 
dence, to  the  timely  exertions  of  its  officers  m  no  small 
degree,  that  the  mischiefs  which  threatened  it  were  so 
happily  averted. 

»  Flynl'a  MS.  Diary. 
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The  laws  made  in  1734  appear  to  have  contained 
an  that  was  needed  for  several  years.  On  the  2dth  of 
April  1740,  "The  Committee  appomted  April  25th, 
1738,  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  College,  &c., 
and  revived  the  6th  of  September  laat,  have  attended 
that  service,  and  upon  enquiry  made  of  the  Rev'd. 
President,  Tutors,  and  Professors,  doe  find  that  the 
exercises  required  by  law  are  statedly  attended,  and 
that  the  body  of  laws  lately  made  for  the  government 
of  the  College  doe  in  a  good  measure  answer  their 
end,  and  prove  beneficial  to  the  Society,  and  that  at 
present  there  does  not  appear  occasion  for  any  new 
laws  to  be  made ;  nor  do  the  Committee  apprehend  it 
needful  to  lay  any  new  proposals  before  the  Board  of 
Overseers.  All  which  is  submitted  in  the  name  and 
by  the  desire  of  the  Committee.     April  20,  1740. 

S.   Phipps." 

Such  was  the  operation  of  these  laws  for  some  years 
longer ;  till,  in  the  natural  progress  of  things,  occasions 
arose  for  the  vigorous  application  of  them,  and  for  such 
alterations  and  additions,  as  resulted  at  length  in  another 
revisal  and  amendment  of  the  Code.  Those  occasions 
were  sometimes  furnished  by  "pro&ne  cursing  and 
swearing  "  among  the  students ;  "  by  their  frequenting 
alehouses;"  by  their  "improving  persons  in  fetching 
liquors  " ;  by  "  the  extravagant  expenses  at  taverns  and 
retailing  houses,  for  wme,  strong  beer,  and  distilled  spir- 
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its, "  incurred  by  some  of  the  undei^raduates,  and  their 
"  taking  up  such  liquors  on  score,  until  their  accounts 
amounted  to  a  very  enormous  sum, "  a  practice,  which, 
from  "  the  too  liberal  use  of  such  liquors,  "  was  sup- 
posed to  have  occasioned  most  of  the  disorders  in  the 
College. 

Sometimes  the  evils  to  be  remedied  were  "the 
breach  of  the  Sabbath,  more  especially  in  time  of  pub- 
lic worship, "  the  remedy  for  which  was  "  the  Tutors 
sitting  in  the  meeting-house  so  as  more  convenientiy  to 
oversee  the  scholars  " ; "  combinations  among  the  under- 
graduates for  the  perpetration  of  unlawful  acts " ;  the 
"  disorders  of  which  they  were  guilty  by  being  absent 
from  their  chambers,  contrary  to  law,  at  unseasonable 
times  of  night";  "the  crime  of  taking  cuts  out  of 
books  "  belonging  to  the  pubhc  Library ;  the  loose  prac- 
tice of  "  goiug  and  staying  out  of  town  without  leave  " ; 
"  the  costly  habits  of  many  of  the  scholars,  their  wearing 
gold  or  silver  lace,  or  brocades,  silk  night-gowns,  &.C., 
as  tending  to  discourage  persons  from  giving  their  chil- 
dren a  college  education,  and  as  inconsistent  with  the 
gravity  and  decency  proper  to  be  observed  in  this  So- 
ciety ; "  "  the  extravagancies  of  Commencement, " 
and  irregularities  on  that  occasion ;  the  "  disorders  upon 
the  day  of  the. Senior  Sophisters  meeting  to  choose  the 
officers  of  the  class,"  when  "it  was  usual  for  each 
scholar  to  bring  a  bottle  of  wine  with  him,  which  prac- 
tice the  Committee  (that  reported  upon  it)  apprehend 
has  a  natural  tendency  to  produce  disorders";  "riot- 
ous disorders  frequently  committed  on  the  quarter-days 
and  evenings, "  on  one  of  which  in  1764,  "the  win- 
dows of  all  the  Tutors  and  divers  other  windows  were 
broken, "  so  that,  in  consequence,  a  vote  was  pass- 
ed that  "  the  observation  of  quarter-days,  in  distinc- 
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doD  from  other  days,  be  wholly  laid  aside,  and  that  the 
undergraduates  be  obliged  to  observe  the  studying 
Lours  and  to  perform  the  College  exercises  on  quarter- 
day,  aud  the  day  following  as  at  other  times. "  The 
prominent  evil  to  be  combated  at  one  time,  notwith- 
standing there  was  no  theatre  yet  in  Boston,  was 
theatrical  exhibitions ;  and  it  was  voted  in  1762,  that 
no  student  should  "  be  an  actor  in,  a  spectator  at,  or 
any  ways  concerned  in  any  stage-plays,  interiudes,  or 
theatrical  entertainments  in  the  town  c^  Cambridge  or 
elsewhere, "  under  the  severest  penalties.  Discipline 
however,  took  an  opportunity  now  and  then  to  relax  its 
brow,  as  in  1761,  when  a  vote  was  passed  "that  it 
shall  be  deemed  no  offence,  if  the  schc^s  shaD  in  a 
sober  manner  entertain  one  another  and  strangers  with 
punch  (which,  as  it  is  now  usually  made,  is  no  mtoxi- 
eating  liquor),  any  law,  usage^  or  custom  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding."  But  of  indulgences  it  was  not 
liberal  It  could  not  be,  and  preserve  its  character; 
for  the  "Sage,  called  Discipline,"  though  not  mo- 
rose, tyrannical  or  prying,  is  by  nature,  serious, 
watchful,  exact,  rigid.  Occasionally  some  striking 
occurrence  called  for  the  interpoation  of  the  lawgivers 
of  the  College ;  as  in  1755,  when  "grei^  disorders  com- 
mitted, and  even  indignities  and  perscmal  insults  offered 
to  some  of  the  Tutors  by  some  ^  the  piipQs,"  produced 
the  ^)pointment  of  a  Committee  of  the  Overseers  to 
make  eaquiry  into  them,  and  drew  from  th^  Baud  a 
vote  of  ceuKire  upon  the  Schdars;  and  as  in  1766, 
when  there  were  "  great  disorders  among  the  Students 
tending  to  subvert  all  government" 

The  last  mentioned  disord«%  arose  princ^)ally,  if  not 
altogether,  from  dissatisfaction  with  the  state  of  the 
Comment,  whidi,  from  (he  first  estaltdishment  of  Har- 
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vard  College  (when,  in  imitation  of  the  English  Col- 
leges, they  were  introduced),  seem  to  have  been  a 
never-failing  source  of  uneasiness  and  disturbance. 

It  was  the  alleged  badness  of  the  Commons,  that 
was,  as  we  have  seen,  one  of  the  principal  causes  of 
complaint  against  the  first  master,  Eaton.  What  their 
effects  were  during  a  long  interval  cannot  now  be  par- 
ticularly stated ;  but  it  is  not  probable  they  were 
materially  different  from  what  they  have  been  since. 

That  Uiere  are  strong  reasons,  why  the  Commons 
should  be  supported,  it  might  be  fairly  inferred  from  the 
very  fact  of  their  having  continued  so  long,  though,  on 
one  side  or  another,  so  condnually  assailed.  Such, 
mdeed,  a  litde  reflection  will  show  to  be  the  truth. 
The  Commons  unite  the  very  important  advantages  of 
furnishing  a  salutary  diet,  and  of  coutractmg  the  ex- 
pense of  a  College  education  by  keeping  down  the 
price  of  board.  Their  beneficial  effects  are  extended 
beyond  the  walls  of  the  College.  To  a  great  degree, 
the  Commons,  it  is  believed,  regulate  the  price  and 
quality  of  board  even  in  private  families ;  and  thus 
secure  in  the  town  a  general  style  of  living,  at  once 
economical  and  favorable  to  health  and  to  study.  But 
the  Very  circumstance,  which  is  their  chief  recommen- 
dation, is  the  occasion  also  of  all  the  odium  which  they 
have  to  encounter;  that  simplicity,  which  makes  the 
fare  cheap,  and  wholesome,  and  philosophical,  renders 
it  also  unsatisfactory  to  dainty  palates  ;  and  the  occa- 
sional appearance  of  some  unlucky  meat,  or  other  food, 
is  a  signal  for  a  general  outcry  against  the  provisions. 
To  remove,  as  far  as  possible,  all  grounds  of  complaint, 
with  respect  to  the  price  as  well  as  the  quality  and 
condidons  of  the  Commons,  regulations,  during  Presi- 
dent Holyoke's  time,  were  IrequenUy  made  in  them  by 
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the  Corporation  and  Overseers,  who  were  exceedingly 
desirous  that  aD  the  members  of  the  College,  officers 
living  within  the  walls,  as  well  as  students,  should  be 
in  Commons. 

An  idea  of  their  quality  may  be  formed  from  the  fol- 
lowing accounts  furnished  by  Dr.  Holyoke  and  Judge 
Wingate.  According  to  the  former  of  these  gentlemen, 
who  was  graduated  In  1746,  the  "breakfast  was  two 
sizings  of  bread  and  a  cue  of  beer";  and  "evening 
Commons  were  a  pye."  The  latter,  who  was  gradu- 
ated thirteen  years  after,  says,  "  As  to  the  Commons, 
there  were  in  the  morning  none  while  I  was  in  College. 
At  dinner,  we  had,  of  rather  ordinary  quality,  a  suffi- 
ciency of  meat  of  some  kind,  either  baked  or  boiled ; 
and  at  supper,  we  had  either  a  pint  of  milk  and  half 
a  biscuit,  or  a  meat  pye  or  some  other  kind.  Such 
were  the  Commons  in  the  Hall  in  my  day.  They  were 
rather  ordinary ;  but  I  was  young  and  hearty,  and  could 
Uve  comfortably  upon  them.  I  had  some  classmates 
who  ptud  for  their  Commons  and  never  entered  the 
Hall  while  they  belonged  to  the  College.  We  were 
allowed  at  dinner  a  cue  of  beer,  which  was  a  half-pint, 
and  a  sizing  of  bread,  which  I  cannot  describe  to  you. 
It  was  quite  sufficient  for  one  dinner."  '  A  law  was 
made  soon  after  he  left,  to  prevent  the  practice,  here 
mentioned,  of  bemg  m  Commons,  and  at  the  same  time 
living  out.  In  1764,  it  was,  also,  considered  "that  it 
would  be  much  for  the  interest  of  the  Scholars  to  be 
prevented  breakfasting  in  the  town's  people's  houses  " ; 
and,  accordingly,  breakfast,  which  had  been  omitted  for 
some  years,  was  restored  to  the  Commons,  and  has 
probably  never  since  been  excluded. 

I  LettOT  of  lodge  W'mgte,  to  the  uithor,  Blmy  5, 1831. 
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As  the  CommoDS  rendered  the  College  iodependent 
of  piivale  boardiog-houses,  so  the  Buttery  removed  all 
just  occasion  for  resortiag  to  the  different  marts  of  lux- 
xay,  intemperance,  and  ruin.  This  was  a  kmd  of  supple- 
ment to  the  Commons,  and  offered  for  sale  to  the  Stu- 
dents, at  a  moderate  advance  on  the  cost,  wines,  liquors, 
groceries,  stationery,  and  in  general,  such  articles,  as  it 
was  proper  asid  necessary  for  them  to  have  occasionally, 
and  which,  for  the  most  part,  were  not  included  in  the 
Commons*  fare.  The  Buttery  was  also  an  office,  where, 
among  other  things,  records  were  kept  of  the  times  when 
the  scholars  were  present  and  absent.  At  their  admis- 
sion and  subsequent  returns  they  entered  thdr  names 
in  the  Buttery,  and  took  them  out  whenever  they  had 
leave  of  absence.  The  Butler,  who  was  a  graduate, 
had  various  other  dudes  to  perform,  either  by  himself 
or  by  iusjresbnujai,  as  ringing  the  bell,  seeing  that  the 
Hall  was  kept  clean,  &c.  and  was  allowed  a  salary, 
which  after  1766,  was  £60  per  annum. 

But  to  return  to  the  Commons ;  with  all  the  care 
that  could  be  taken,  it  was  impossible  to  render  the 
board,  which  Was  seven  sluUings  and  four  pence  a 
week  (the  price  in  1765)  as  pleasant  as  the  board,  for 
which  twenty  shillings  should  have  been  chained.  The 
discontents,  however,  for  the  most  part,  vented  them- 
selves in  words,  or  in  such  petty  sports  as  judicious 
officers  are,  perhi^s,  httle  inclined  to  notice.  Some- 
times they  produced  disorders,  which  reqmred  the 
tnterposidon  of  the  government ;  and,  if  the  rage  ex- 
cited by  the  Commons  happened  to  be  swelled  by 
supposed  grievances  from  other  quarters,  it  did  not 
always  subside  without  a  serious  explosion. 

Such  an  event  took  place,  as  already  mentioned,  in 
the  year  1766 ;  and,  from  thp  proceedings  of  the  dif- 
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ferent  Boards  upon  the  occasion,  must  have  strongly 
interested  the  public.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Overseers, 
on  the  7th  of  October  in  that  year,  "  A  representation 
of  the  President,  Professors,  and  Tutors  of  the  present 
uncomfortable  state  of  the  College  was  read,  together 
with  several  votes  of  the  Corporation :  upon  which  the 
Board  came  to  the  following  resolutions,  viz.  It  having 
been  represented  to  this  Board  by  the  Board  of  Cor- 
poration, that  there  have  been  great  disorders  among 
the  Students,  lending  to  subvert  all  government,  and  a 
particular  relation  of  the  said  disorders  and  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  President,  Professors,  and  Tutom  having 
been  laid  before  this  Board,  the  following  resolutioos 
were  agreed  to,  founded  upon  the  facts  Id  the  said 
relations,  viz. — 

"  Resolved  —  That  there  has  been  great  neglect  in 
the  Steward  in  the  quaUty  of  the  Butter  provided  by 
him  for  many  weeks  past ;  and  that  after  application  to 
one  or  more  of  the  Tutors  by  some  of  the  Students 
the  neglect  continued  notwithstanding.. 

"Resolved  —  That  although  this  afforded  just  ground 
of  com^daint,  yet  that  the  act  of  the  Students  in  leaving 
the  Hall  in  a  body,  and  showing  contempt  of  the 
Tutors,  was  altogether  unwarrantable  and  of  most  dan- 
gerous tendency. 

"  Resolved  —  That  it  appears  from  the  relation  afore- 
said, that  there  has  been  an  unlawful  combination  of  a 
great  number  of  the  Students  to  force  an  execution  of 
the  laws  of  the  College  in  such  manner  as  they  think 
proper,  particulariy,  with  respect  to  excuses  for  absence 
from  prayers,  and  that  there  has  been  an  E^;reement 
that,  unless  such  excuses  shall  be  accepted,  that  the 
Students  would  leave  the  Hall  in  a  body. 
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*•  Resolved  —  That  the  said  combination  and  agree- 
ment had  no  pretence  of  grievance  to  justify  it ;  that 
this,  together  with  other  matters  at  the  same  time 
agreed  to,  has  a  dfrect  -tendency  to  destroy  alt  subor- 
dination in  the  College. 

"Resolved  —  That  the  President,  Professors,  and 
Tutors,  in  their  examination  and  proceedings  upon 
these  affairs,  have  acted  with  great  tenderness  and 
moderation. 

"  Resolved  —  That  this  Board  will  by  every  way 
and  mean  in  their  power  support  and  encourage  the 
immediate  Governors  of  the  College  in  preventing  all 
such  unlawful  combinations,  and  in  carrying  into  exe- 
cution the  laws  of  the  College  made  for  that  purpose ; 
it  being  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  that  if,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  punishment  of  such  combinations,  many 
persons  who  are  now  Students,  should  finally  leave  the 
College,  it  will  be  by  far  less  mischievous  to  posterity 
and  the  future  well-being  of  the  College,  than  to  suffer 
such  offences  to  pass  with  impunity. 

"Voted — That  the  Overseers  wUl  be  present  with 
the  Scholars  hi  the  Chapel,  and  that  His  Eiccellency 
the  Governor  be  desired  to  read  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions to  the  Scholars,  and  enforce  them  in  such  manner 
as  he  shall  think  proper." 

At  an  adjournment  of  tins  meetmg,  Oct  1 0th,  1 766,  it 
was  voted  unanimously  that  a  **  paper  offered  as  a  con- 
fession by  cert^  of  the  Students  calling  themselves 
a  Committee  from  the  rest,  cannot  consistendy  with  the 
maintenance  and  support  of  government  in  the  College 
be  accepted  by  the  President,  Professors,  and  Tutors, 
as  a  satisfaction  for  the  late  disorderiy  proceedings." 
That,  "  the  Board  recommend  to  the  President,,  Profes- 
sors, and  Tutors,  to  accept  of  a  full  confession  firom 
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such  of  the  Students  as  have  beeu  concerned  in  the 
late  disorders,  as  satisfaction  for  their  offences." 

That  "upon  neglect  or  refusal  in  the  students  to 
make  confession  of  their  late  offences  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  President,  Professors,  and  Tutors,  the 
Board  recommend  to  them  to  proceed  to  a  vigorous 
esecQtion  of  the  laws  of  the  College  against  such  and 
so  many  of  the  persons  concerned  in  the  late  disorders, 
as  they,  the  said  President,  Professors,  and  Tutors  shaU 
judge  necessary,  to  restore  and  preserve  government 
and  order."  They  then  passed  a  vote,  which  has 
more  of  the  air  of  original  legislation  than  would  seem 
to  belong  to  a  body,  whose  province  it  is  merely  to 
recommend  and  to  ratify.  It  was,  "  that  if  any  scholar 
shall  have  any  censure  passed  upon  him,  less  in  degree 
than  rustication  or  expulsion,  and  shall  thereupon  with- 
out leave  regularly  obtained  absent  himself  from  College ; 
or  if  any  scholar,  from  resentment  at  any  censure  or  pun- 
ishment whatsoever  of  any  of  his  fellow  scholars,  shall 
absent  himself,  without  leave  as  aforesaid,  from  College ; 
in  every  such  case,  such  scholar  so  s^senting  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  renounced  his  relation  to  the  College, 
and  shall  not  be  again  admitted  or  received  without 
the  express  vote  of  the  President,  Professore,  and 
Tutors  upon  application  made  for  that  purpose  —  Pro- 
vided that,  if  upon  application  the  consent  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Professors,  and  Tutors  shall  be  denied,  an  appli- 
cation may  he  to  the  Corporation  and  from  the  Corpo- 
ration to  the  Board  of  Overseers. " 

These  proceedings  appear  to  have  had  the  desired 
effect;  for  on  the  6th  of  May  next  year  the  Committee 
appointed  to  visit  the  College  reported,  that  they  "  had 
attended  that  service  and  found  that  the  scholars 
attended  their  stated  exercises  and  that  there  were  no 
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remarkable  disordeni  among  them ;  but  that  the  Com- 
mittee, upon  enquiry,  found  that  the  Tutors  had  for  a 
'  considerable  time  neglected  to  visit  the  Chambers  as 
they  were  by  law  required,  and  therefore  proposed 
that  it  be  enjoined  on  them  by  this  Board  w  execute 
the  law  already  made  and  provided. " 

"The  Committee  further  propose,  that  a  law  be 
made,  forbidding  those  who  are  candidates  for  a  degree 
and  who  have  chambers  in  College  to  make  their 
entertainments  at  Commencement  out  of  the  College. " 

"  Voted,  that  this  report  be  accepted  ;  and  accord- 
ingly the  Board  passed  the  following  vote  respecting 
the  first  proposal  in  this  report,  viz. — 

"  The  visitation  of  the  Chambers  occupied  by  the 
Students,  as  enjoined  by  law,  having  been  of  late  much 
neglected,  the  Overseers  require  that  it  be  strictly  and 
steadily  obeyed  in  all  future  time,  and  that  they  [the 
Tutors]  be  informed  that  the  semi-annual  Committees 
will  enquire  whether  this  law  is  observed  according  to 
order. " 

«  With  respect  to  the  second  proposal  in  the  report 
of  the  Committee,  —  voted,  that  it  be  recommended 
to  the  Corporatbn  to  pi-epare  a  law  agreeable  to  it. " 

Again  ;  at  a  meeting  of  the  Overseers,  on  the  6th  of 
.Octt^er  following,  the  visiting  Committee  reported 
"  that,  upon  enquiry  made  of  the  Rev.  President  and 
the  other  gendemen  concerned  in  the  tuition  and  more 
immediate  government  of  the  College,  nothing  was  by 
them  suggested  or  has  otherwise  appeared  to  the 
Committee,  as  requiring  the  interposition  of  this  Hon. 
uid  Rev.  Board,  or  otherwise  specially  needful  at  pre- 
sent to  be  done  for  the  well-ordering  of  that  Society. " 

Before  the  Board  rose,  "  the  Tutors  and  Librarian 
bdng  called  in,  His  Excellency  enquired  whether  they 
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.  had  practised  visitmg  the  Chambers  of  the  Students 
according  to  law  and  the  exjiress  iojuaction  of  this 
Board  ;  and  it  was  further  enjoined  upon  them  stricUy 
and  steadily  to  practise  such  visitation,  it  being  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Board  a  matter  of  great  importance,  and 
which  tended  much  to  the  good  order  of  this  society.  '* 

This  ^vorable  state  of  things  did  not  long  continue ; 
for  at  a  meeting  of  the  Overseers  in  the  Philosophy 
Room,  April  8th,  1 768,  it  appears  by  a  vote  of  the  Cor- 
poration April,  4th,  1764  (doubtless  by  mistake  for  1768), 
that  a  combination  had  teen  entered  into  by  a  great 
number  of  the  Students  against  the  government ;  thatv 
in  consequence,  great  excesses  had  been  perpetrated; 
that  on  one  Saturday  night  brick-bats  were  thrown  into 
the  windows  of  Mr.  WlUard  the  Tutor's  room,  endan- 
gering the  hves  of  three  of  the  Tutors  there  assembled, 
and  that  for  tlus  audacious  act  four  Students,  who  were 
discovered  to  have  committed  it,  were  expelled. 

This  sentence  of  expulsion  being  duly  conhrmed, 
"  the  following  resolves  were  unanimously  voted  by  the 
Board. 

"  That  it  too  manifestly  appears,  that  a  spirit  of  oppo- 
sition to  Government  has  prevailed  among  the  greatest 
part  of  the  Undergraduates  for  a  short  time  past:, 

**  That  there  is  too  great  a  disposition  in  the  said 
Undergraduates,  for  insufficient  reason,  to  absent  them- 
selves irom  prayers  and  from  the  ordinary  exercises 
with  the  Professors  and  Tutors : 

"  That  the  measures  which  have  been  taken  by  the 
Tutors  to  oblige  the  said  Undergraduates  to  a  proper 
apphcation  to  their  studies,  and  to  a  regular  attendance 
upon  the  exercises  of  the  College  were  wise  and 
proper,  and  have  without  grounds  heen  complained  of 
as  illegal  and  oppressive : 
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"  That,  from  an  unjust  resentment  and  false  preju-  . 
dices  against  the  Governors  of  the  College  for  the  due 
execution  of  the  laws,  great  affronts  and  insults  have 
been  offered  by  most  of  the  Undergraduates,  and  un- 
warrantable assemblies  have  been  held  and  unlawful 
combinations  entered  into  and  executed,  repugnant  to 
the  fundamental  piinciples  of  government : 

"  That  the  expulsion  of  some  of  the  immediate  and 
principal  actors  in  these  disorders  was  a  just  puuish- 
ment  of  tbeir  offences,  and  necessary  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  authority  of  the  College : 

**  That  this  Board  will  support  and  encourage  those 
in  the  immediate  government  of  the  College  in  their 
endeavours  to  restore  and  maintain  a  due  subordination 
in  the  Society : 

"That  the  President  be  desired  to  read  these 
resolves  in  the  CoUege  chapel,  at  such  time  as  he  shall 
think  proper." 

In  the  mean  time  the  taws  of  the  College  underwent  a 
general  revision.  A  committee  had  been  chosen  by  the 
Overseers  for  this  purpose  as  early  as  Oct.  6th,  1747; 
it  was  afterwards  the  subject  of  consideration  from  time 
to  time ;  but  the  business  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
completed  till  the  year  1767  (1766).  The  following 
vote  of  the  Corporation  was  consented  to  May  6th,  1767, 
by  the  Overseers.  "  The  Scholars  being  at  present 
unprovided  with  copies  of  the  CoUege  Laws,  —  Voted, 
that  each  of  the  Tutors  shall  read  the  Laws  to  their 
respective  classes  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  that  such 
reading  shall  be  deemed  a  sufficieut  promulgation  of 
the  Laws ;  and  that  an  authentic  copy  of  all  the  Laws 
be  likewise  kept  in  the  Buttery,  for  the  inspection  of 
all  the  Scholars. " 
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The  next  things  to  be  considered  were,  whether  the 
Laws  should  be  printed,  and  whether  they  should  be 
translated  into  Latin. 

The  first  question  "  was  largely  debated,"  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Overseers,  Oct.  6th,  1767;  and  it  was  voted 
to  be  "  the  opinion  of  the  Board,"  that  neither  "  the 
Body  of  Statutes"  should  be  printed,  nor  "a  select 
part  of  the  Laws  for  the  use  of  the  Students  " ;  but  it 
was  "  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  the  College  Laws 
be  translated  in  Latin."  ' 

The  various  acts  already  mentioned  were  of  course 
embodied  in  this  revised  code. 

Among  the  alterations,  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
related  to  the  penal  laws.  At  the  period  when  Har- 
vard College  was  founded,  one  of  the  modes  of  pun- 
ishment in  the  great  schools  of  England  and  other  parts 
of  Europe  was  corporal  chastisemenL  It  was  accord- 
ingly introduced  here,  and  was  no  doubt  frequently  put 
in  practice.  An  instance  of  its  infliction,  as  part  of  the 
sentence  upon  an  offender,  is  presented  in  Judge 
Sewall's  MS.  diary,  with  the  particulars  of  a  ceremonial, 
which  was  reserved  probably  for  special  occasions. 
His  account  will  afford  some  idea  of  the'manners  and 
spirit  of  the  age:  "June  15,  1674,  Thomas  Sargeant 
was  examined  by  the  Corporation  finally.  The  advice 
of  Mr.  Danforth,  Mr.  Stoughton,  Mr.  Thacher,  Mr. 
Mather  (the  present)  was  taken.  This  was  his  sentence : 

"  That  being  convicted  of  speaking  blasphemous 
words  concemmg  the  H.  G.,  he  should  be  therefore 
publickly  whipped  before  all  the  scholars. 

"  2.  That  he  should  be  suspended  as  to  taking  his 
degree  of  Bachelor.  (This  sentence  read  before  bim 
twice  at  the  President's  before  the  Committee  and  in 
the  Library,  before  execution.) 

1  Wu  thii  done  ? 
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"  3.  Sit  alone  by  himself  in  the  Hall  uncovered  at 
meaU,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  President  and  Fel- 
lows, and  be  in  all  things  obedient,  doing  what  exerdse 
was  appointed  him  by  the  President,  or  else  be  finally 
expelled  the  College.  The  first  was  presently  put  in 
execution  in  the  Library  (Mr.  Danforth  Jr.  bemg 
present)  before  the  Scholars.  He  kneeled  down,  and 
the  iiutrument,  Goodman  Hely,  attended  the  Presi- 
dent's word  as  to  the  performance  of  his  part  in  the 
work.  Prayer  was  had  before  and  after  by  the  Prea- 
denL    July  I,  1674." 

What  an  exhibition !  Men's  ideas  must  have  been 
very  different  fit>m  those  of  the  present  day,  to  have 
tolerated  a  law  authorizing  so  degrading  a  treatment  of 
the  members  of  such  a  society.  It  may  easily  be 
imagined  what  complaints  and  uneasiness  its  execution 
must  frequentiy  hare  occasioned  among  the  Mends  and 
connexions  of  those  who  were  the  subjects  of  it.  In 
one  instance  it  even  occasioned  the  prosecution  of  a 
Tutor;  but  this  was  as  late  as  the  year  1733,  when 
old  rudeness  had  lost  much  of  the  people's  reverence. 
The  law,  however,  was  suffered,  with  some  modifi- 
cation, to  continue  more  than  a  century.  In  the  revised 
'  body  of  Laws  made  in  the  year  1 734,  we  find  this 
article :  "  Notwithstanding  die  preceding  pecuniary 
mulcts,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President,  Tutors,  and 
Professors,  to  punish  Undei^;raduates  by  Boxing,  when 
they  shall  judge  the  nature  or  circumstances  of  the 
offence  call  for  it."  This  relic  of  barbarism,  however, 
was  growing  more  and  more  repugnant  to  the  general 
taste  and  sentiment.  The  late  venerable  Dr.  Holyoke, 
who  was  of  the  class  of  1746,  observed,  that  in  his  day, 
"  corporal  punishment  was  going  out  of  use  " ;  and  at 
length,  it  was  expunged  from  the  code,  never,  we 
trusty  to  be  recalled  from  the  rubbish  of  past  absunlities. 


U^[i. 


CHAPTER   XXIV. 


Two  Dew  modes  of  aiding  the  College  funds  were 
introduced  by  the  General  Court  during  this  presidency. 
One  of  them  was  such,  as  we  may  believe,  would  not 
have  been  adopted  by  the  worthies  of  that  day,  had  ex- 
perieoce  of  its  evils  taught  them  to  regard  it  in  the  same 
light  that  it  has  since  been.  This  was,  by  an  appeal, 
not  to  the  charity  of  men,  but  to  their  passions  for 
gain.  In  June,  1765,  the  General  Court  passed  "ap 
Act,  for  raising  by  Lottery,  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
two  hundred  pounds,  for  building  another  Hall  for  the 
Students  of  Harvard  College  to  dwell  in  " ;  and  it  was 
the  first  act  of  the  kind  passed  for  the  benefit  of  this 
institution.  In  the  Preamble  to  this  Act  it  is  stated 
"  that  the  buildings  belonging  to  Harvard  College  are 
greatly  insufiicient  for  lodging  the  Students  of  the  said 
College,  and  will  become  much  more  so  when  Stough- 
ton-Hall  shall  be  pulled  down,  as  by  its  present  ruin- 
ous state  it  appears  it  soon  must  be.  And  whereas 
there  is  no  Fund  for  erecting  such  Buildings,  and  con- 
sidering the  great  Expence  which  the  General  Court 
has  lately  be^Q  at  in  building  Hollis-Hall,  and  also  in 
rebuilding  Harvard-College,  it  cannot  be  expected  that 
any  further  provision  for  the  College  should  be  made 
out  of  the  Public  Treasury ;  so  that  no  other  resort  is 
left  but  to  private  Benefactions,  which  it  is  conceived, 
will  be  best  excited  by  means  of  a  Lottery." 
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The  other  mpde  of  aiding  the  funds  of  the  College 
was  of  a  different  character.  It  was  hy  giving  it  an 
interest  in  grants,  which  were  made,  of  townships  of 
land  in  the  Province  (now  State)  of  Mame.  Care  had 
been  taken  in  former  grants  of  this  kind  to  provide  for 
the  future  support  of  religion  and  education  in  the 
respective  townships.  To  the  shares  which  were 
reserved  for  these  important  objects,  the  General  Court 
thought  proper  at  length  to  add  a  share  for  the  benefit 
of  Harvard  College.  The  first  instance  of  this  was  in 
the  year  1 762  ;  from  that  dme  till  about  the  time  of 
President  Holyoke's  decease,  there  appear  to  have 
been  as  many  as  twenty-six  townships,  in  different 
parts  of  Maine,  from  six  to  seven  and  a  half  miles 
square,  granted,  with  a  reservation  in  each  of  a  share 
for  Harvard  College.  The  share  was  one  sixty-fourth 
part  in  these  several  townships,  except  one,  and  in  that 
it  was  but  an  eighty-third  part. 

By  the  establishment  of  the  two  Professorships,  of 
Divinity  and  of  Mathematics,  the  College  had  made 
considerable  advances  towards  the  rank  of  a  University, 
or  school  which  furnishes  instruction  in  the  whole  circle 
of  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences.  It  was  enabled  to 
make  a  further  advance  of  the  same  kind,  by  the  munifi- 
cence of  the  Honorable  Thomas  Hancock,  of  Boston. 
This  gentleman  was  the  second  son  of  the  Rev.  John 
Hancock,  of  Lexington,  a  clergyman  of  great  respecta- 
bility, and  of  such  weight  and  influence  among  his 
brethren,  that  he  was  styled  Bishop. '  Thomas  was 
bom  July  3d,  1703.  He  "served  his  time  with  CoL 
Henchman,  a  stationer,  in  Boston ;  but,  having  a  turn 
for  more  extensive  business,  became  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal merchants  in  New  England ;  "  •    and  was  distin- 

'  Eliot'aUiogi'.  Diet.  p.  238,ii«e.  ^  Ibid. 
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guished  for  his  activity,  probity,  benevolence,  hospitality, 
and  public  spirit.  He  was  many  years  a  member  of 
his  Majesty's  Council ;  and  was  a  most  useful  member 
of  society.  Though  not  an  alumnus,  he  was  a  warm 
inend  of  Harvard  College ;  his  bounty  to  it  during  his 
.  lifetime  has  been  already  noticed.  His  sudden  death, 
which  took  place  August  1st,  1764,  by  preventing  him 
from  executing  his  liberal  intention  towards  the  Library, 
furnished  his  nephew  and  heir  with  an  opportunity  of 
exhibiting  the  noble  instance  of  generosity  toward  the 
Library  already  mentioned.  Honorable  as  this  act  was 
in  itself,  its  merit  was  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  lega- 
cies to  the  amount  of  more  than  £2300  sterling  were 
to  be  paid  from  the  estate,  by  his  uncle's  will.  Of  these 
legacies  one  of  a  thousand  pounds  sterling  was  given  to 
the  "  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College,  the 
whole  mcome  to  be  applied  to  the  support  and  mainte- 
nance of  some  person,  who  shall  be  elected  by  the 
President  and  Fellows,  with  the  approbation  and  con- 
sent of  the  Overseers,  to  profess  and  teach  the  Oriental 
languages,  especially  the  Hebrew,  in  SEud  College." 
Atameetingof  the  Corporation,  Sept.  I9tb,  1764,  it  was 
voted,  on  thankfully  accepung  this  generous  bequest, 
"  that  there  be  constituted  a  Professorship  of  the  said 
languages  in  Harvard  College,"  and  "  that  the  Professor 
upon  Mr.  Hancock's  foundation  be  known  by  the  stile 
and  title  of  the  Hancock  Professor  of  the  Hebrew  and 
other  Oriented  Lajiguages."  *  These  votes  were  con- 
sented to  by  the  Overseers ;  and  thus  arose  '*  the  first 
Professorship  founded  in  New  England,  or  in  America, 
by  one  of  its  sons."  A  full  length  portrait  of  this  gen- 
erous benefactor,  painted  by  Copley,  now  decorates 
one  of  the  rooms  of  the  public  Library. 

'  CoDtga  Rflcerda. 
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In  a  seminary,  which,  from  the  beginning,  had  for  its 
primary  object  the  cultivation  of  sacred  literature,  it 
might  be  taken  for  granted,  that  the  original  languages 
of  the  Bible  would  have  always  formed  a  part  of  the 
regular  course  of  instruction.  Such  was  indeed  the 
fact ;  and  not'  only  the  Greek  and  Hebrew,  but  the 
Chaldaic  and  Syriac  were  taught,  from  the  first,  by 
able  Oriental  scholars. '  But  there  appears  to  hare 
been  no  person,  whose  sole  or  appropriate  business 
was  to  teach  either  of  those  laaguages,  or  any  one 
branch  of  learning,  before  the  year  1720 ;  about  which 
lime  a  favorable  opportunity  presented  itself  for  com- 
mencing a  division  of  labor,  in  this  respect,  with  the 
Hebrew. 

Mr.  Judah  Mools,  a  Jewish  Rabbi,  who  was  bom  m 
Italy,or  in  one  of  theBarbary  States,  came  to  America 
at  an  early  period  of  life,  and  about  the  year  1 720  began 
to  instruct  in  Hebrew.  In  the  year  1722  he  became  a 
convert  to  Christianity,  and  was  baptized  at  Cambridge.  * 
It  was  voted  by  the  Corporation,  April  30th,  1722,"  that 
Mr.  Judah,  Monis  be  improved  as  an  instructor  of  the 
Hebrew  language  in  the  College,"  and  that  his  salary 
for  one  year  should  be  j£70.  All  the  undergraduates, 
excepting  the  Freshmen  and  such  others  as  should  be 
exempted  by  the  President  and  Tutors,  were  required 
to  attend  his  instructions  on  four  days  in  the  week. 
He  was  rechosen  the  next  year  with  a  salary  of  £S0 ; 
and  at  the  same  time,  "  the  Corporation,  having  had 


>  New  EnglBDd's  First  Fruits.  Sm  Appendix,  Nc.  I, 
"[ODthatoccasioDiHarchSTth,  1732,a  Discounewu  delivered  in  the 
Colletre  Hall,  bj  the  Rev.  Dr  Colman  ;  which  was  published  in  &  volunie 
with  three  Discourses  ij  Mr.  Monis  himself,  entitled  respectivelj,  The 
Truth,  Tlie  Whole  Truth,  and  Nothing  hat  the  Truth.  IS  mo.  Bofton, 
17S2.    Edit.] 
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experience  of  great  benefit  to  the  College  6nm  the 
service  of  the  Hebrew  instructer,  Mr.  Judah  Monis,  the 
last  year,  voted,  that  such  an  ofiice  he  continued  in  the 
Colledge,  so  long  as  a  suitable  person  for  that  service 
can  be  found,  and  a  suitable  support  for  him."  '  His 
election  was  renewed  the  year  following ;  and  it  was 
then  voted,  "  that  the  Tutors  of  the  several  classes  he 
obliged  to  instruct  their  respective  pupils  (except  such 
as  are  entered  with  the  said  Mr.  Monis)  in  the  Hebrew 
language,  as  heretofore" ;  and  "  that  Mr.  Monis  be 
obliged  to  instruct  such  of  the  graduates  at  the  College 
in  the  Hebrew  language,  as  shall  attend  him,  at  such 
times  as  the  Corporation  shall  appomt" 

He  seems  afterwards  to  have  become  a  permanent 
instructer.  In  the  year  1735,  he  published  a  Hebrew 
Grammar,  for  the  use  of  the  College,  and  was  paid  by 
the  Corporation  £35  for  this  service. '  "  He  made  use 
of  the  vowel  points  in  this  grammar,  and  insisted  that 
they  were  essential  to  the  right  pronunciation  of  the 
language."  '*He  was  considered  as  well  educated  in 
Rabbinical  learning,  and  in  that  knowledge  which  was 
reqiusite  for  an  instructer  in  Hebrew."  *  There  must, 
however,  from  some  cause  or  other,  have  been  a  great 
decline  in  the  cultivation  of  Hebrew ;  for  when  Judge 
Wingate  was  at  College  (1755  -59)  Mr.  Monis  **at- 
tended  to  the  instruction  of  the  scholars  one  (^emoon 
in  the  week ;  but  none  were  compelled  to  attend  who 
did  not  choose  to  learn  Hebrew,  and  but  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  scholars  paid  any  attention  to  his  instruction.** 

On  the  death  of  his  wife,  in  1761,  he  resigned  his 
office,  which  he  had  held  about  40  years,  and  retired  to 

1  Overseers'  Recotds.  'Ibid. 

3  H8.  Letter  of  the  Hon.  Jndge  Wingste,  Dec.  Zi,  183a 
30 
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Northborough  in  the  county  of  Worcester.  He  spent 
the  residue  of  his  days  in  the  family  of  the  Rev.  John 
Martyn,  whose  wife  and  Mrs.  Moms  were  sisters^  He 
died  April  25th,  1764,  in  the  82d  year  of  his  age,  leaving 
some  legacies  to  pious  and  chantable  objects,  and^the 
remainder  of  his  estate,  which  was  considerable,  to  the 
family  of  Mr.  Martyn. ' 

The  place  of  Hebrew  Instructer  did  not  long  remain 
vacant,  after  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Monis.  It  was  voted 
by  the  Corporation,  Sept.  7tb,  1761,  "  that  5SrSewali  be 
the  Hebrew  Instructer  in  Harvard  College  this  year. " 
He  was  rechosen  the  next  year ;  and,  m  consequence 
of  a  recommendation  of  the  Overseers,  that,  instead  of 
increasmg  the  number  of  Tutors,  which  the  state  of  the 
funds  would  not  admit  of  doing,  additional  duties  should 
be  assigned  to  the  Hebrew  Instructer,  the  Corporati<ni 
voted,  SepU  6th,  1763,  "that  Sir  Sewall,  B.  A.,  be  the 
Instructer  in  the  Hebrew  and  other  learned  languages 
for  three  years,  and  that  he  attend  the  service  assigned 
him  by  the  Corporation,  for  which  he  shall  be  allowed 
annually  the  sum  of  four-score  pounds." 

On  the  establishment  of  a  Hebrew  Professorship,  as 
before  related,  his  qualifications  for  the  office  were  so 
preenuDent,  that  he  was  probably  the  only  one  who 
was  thought  of  to  fill  it ;  and  it  was  voted  by  the  Cor- 
poration, Oct  2d,  1764,  "that  Stephen  Sewall,  M.  A., 
be  the  Hancock  Professor  of  the  Hebrew  and  oth^ 
Oriental  Languages  in  Harvard  College,  and  that  for 
the  present  he  go  on  in  the  method  he  is  now  in,  as  to 
the  instruction  of  the  Pu^hIs."  Statutes  for  the  regula- 
tion of  the  Professorslup  were  soon  afterwards  prepared, 
in  conformity  with  the  will  of  the  founder,  who  had  im- 

1  Whitnej'B  Hist  of  Woicester,  pp.  37%  273. 
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posed  little  more  restriction  od  the  powers  of  the  Cor- 
poradoQ  and  Overseers,  than  to  require  that  the  Pro- 
fessor should  be  a  Protestant  According  to  these 
Statutes,  the  Professor  was  to  be  a  Master  of  Arts,  was 
"  to  instruct  the  Students  in  the  Oriental  languages, 
especially  in  the  Hebrew  and  Chaldee,"  was  to  read 
public  lectures  in  term  time,  in  the  Chapel,  once  a 
week,  on  topics  relating  to  those  languages,  and  to 
give  private  lectures  at  such  times  as  the  Corporation 
and  Overseers  should  appoint ;  was  to  instruct  in  a 
more  private  way,  two  or  three  hours  in  a  week,  such 
of  bis  pupils  as  should  desire  it,  in  the  Samaritan,  the 
Syriac,  and  the  Arabic ;  was  to  follow  no  employment 
that  would  interfere  with  the  duties  of  his  place;  was 
removable  from  his  oflSce  at  the  discretion  of  the  Corpo- 
ration and  Overseers,  but  never  without  some  very  good 
and  sufficient  reason ;  was  to  declare  himself,  at  his 
inauguration  to  be  of  the  Protestant  reformed  religion 
and  was  to  promise,  at  the  same  time,  to  discharge  his 
trust  with  diligence  and  fidehty,  to  labor  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  true  leammg,  to  consult  the  good  of  the 
College  in' every  other  respect,  and  to  "promote  true 
piety  and  godliness  by  his  own  example  and  encour- 
agement." It  was  also  provided  that  these  Statutes 
should  "  be  subject  to  such  alterations  and  additions 
from  time  to  time,  consistent  with  the  will  of  the 
Founder,  as  the  Corporation,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Overseers  should  see  cause  to  make. "  ^ 

Mr.  Sewall  was  pubhcly  introduced  into  his  office 
June  19th,  1766.  The  mstallation  took  place  in  the 
Meeting-house,  "in  the  presence  of  the  Hon'ble.  and 
Rev'd-  Overseers,  the  Rev'd.  Corporation,  the  Hon'ble. 

^  See  the  Statutes  of  thu  Profetaoisbip  in  the  Appendix. 
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House  of  RepreseatatireS}  who  were  invited  on  this 
occasion,  a  number  of  Rev'd.  Ministers,  and  other 
respectable  gentlemen."  After  the  solemnities,  "the 
President  publicly  invited  the  gentlemen  present  to 
dine  in  the  College  Hall. " 

The  origin  of  another  Professorship  may  be  traced 
to  a  period  somewhat  anterior  to  the  date  of  the  Han- 
cock foundation.  Its  actual  establishment,  however, 
did  not  take  place  till  many  years  afterwards ;  and 
therefore  it  wUi  only  be  stated  here,  that  **  the  Hon. 
John  Alford  of  Charleatown,  Massachusetts,  a  gentle- 
man of  considerable  estate,  and  highly  respected  in  his 
public,  and  private  character, "  who  died  in  the  year 
1761,  "  bequeathed  a  large  sum  to  pious  and  charitable 
uses,  at  the  discretion  of  bis  executors,  Edmund  Trow- 
bridge, Esq.  and  Richard  Cary,  Esq. " ;  that  they  q)- 
propriated  a  large  sum  to  Harvard  College,  and  that 
this  was,  at  length,  the  foundation  of  the  Alford  Pro- 
fessorship. 

-  In  addidon  to  an  enlai^emeot  of  its  dimensions,  a  new 
impulse  towards  a  general  improvement  seems  to  have 
been  communicated  to  the  College  by  the  spu-it  of  the 
age.  The  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  was  a  peri- 
od of  uncommon  mental  activity  and  brilliance.  It  was 
distinguished  for  its  orators,  its  philosophers,  its  writers. 
Many  of  the  most  admired  and  eloquent  productions  of 
modem  times  had  their  birth  at  thsrt  epoch.  The  hu- 
man mind  was  then  awakened ;  and,  whatever  rever- 
ence might  stiU  be  retained  for  the  beneficial  maxims 
and  usages  of  antiquity,  its  rust  was  regarded  with 
little  favor.  Seminaries  of  education  naturally  and 
necessarily  partook  of  the  general  progress  of  society. 
The  steps  taken  by  Harvard  College  in  this  march  of 
improrement,  may  in  many  instances  be  distinctly 
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traced,  and,  to  one  who  is  not  contented  with  mere 
general  results,  can  hardly  fail  to  be  interestiog,  even 
when  they  may,  in  themselves,  appear  unimportant  and 
trivial. 

The  records  of  the  College  abound  in  evidences  of 
solicitude  and  exertion,  oo  the  part  of  those,  who  had 
the  direction  of  its  concerns,  to  raise  the  standard  of 
education,  and  at  the  same  time  to  give  it  a  more  ele- 
gant and  popular  cast  In  choosing  their  semi-annual 
"  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  College," 
it  was  usual  for  the  Overseers  to  make  it  a  part  of  the 
vote  that  the  Committee  "  consider  what  may  be  bene- 
ficial to  iL  "  They  also  frequently  chose  special  Com- 
mittees for  particular  purposes,  and  recommeoded  such 
improvements  of  various  kinds  as  appear  to  have  been 
most  needed. 

In  the  eariy  part  of  this  presidency,  and  probably  for 
many  years  before,  the  text-books  were  the  following : 
Latin  and  Greek  Classics, —  Virgil,  Cicero's  Orations, 
.  Cicero's  Offices,  and  a  litde  of  Homer ;  the  Greek  Tes- 
tament; Ward's  Mathematics,  Gordon's  Geographical 
Grammar,  Gravesande's  Philosophy,  Euclid's  Geome- 
try ;  Wollebius's  Compend  of  Theology,  and  Brattle's 
Compend  of  Logic,  both  in  Latin  ;  Watts's  Logic,  and 
Locke  on  the  Human  Understanding.  They  were  all 
works  of  authority  at  that  period.  If  to  these  we  add 
the  exercise  of  reading  Greek  into  Latin, "  which  would 
apply  to  the  New  Testament  and  that  only,"  Mr.  Mo- 
uis'  Hebrew  instructions,  the  lectures  of  the  Profes- 
sors of  Divinity  and  Mathematics,  and  the  President's 
expositions  of  the  Scriptures,  at  evening  prayers  twice 
a  week,  and  disputations  of  the  Juniors  and  Seniors,  we 
shall  have  about  the  whole  that  was  embraced  by  the 
collegiate  courae  at  that  period.    That  there  was  suf- 
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ficient  room  for  addition  is  very  apparent ;  and  it  would 
seem,  that  the  qualifications  requisite  for  admission  into 
the  College  could  not  have  been  very  high,  or  a  part 
of  the  above  list,  as  Virgil  and  Cicero's  Orations,  would 
have  been  excluded,  and  other  authors  have  been 
substituted  in  their  places. ' 

At  the  meetings  of  the  Overseers  from  the  year 
1755  to  the  year  1761,  both  inclusive,  various  motions 
were  made,  which  had  for  their  object  the  promotion 
of  classical  learning.  At  length,  Oct.  6th,  1761,  a  Com- 
mittee reported  that  they  "  find  upon  enquiry  ttiat  the 
Students  are  not  required  to  translate  English  into 
Latin  nor  Latin  into  English,  neither  in  verse  nor  prose. 
The  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  if  some  or  all  of 
those  exercises  according  to  the  different  geniuses  of 
the  Students  were  introduced,  and  some  part  of  the 
present  exercises  laid  aside,  as  shall  be  judged  most 
coDvenieut,  an  acquaintance  with  and  skill  in  both  lan- 
guages would  be  obtained  in  a  more  easy  and  expedi- 
tious way  than  by  the  present  method  of  instruction ; 

['  The  followiug  particulars  of  an  Examination  for  admiBsian  at  this 
period,  taken  from  a  MS.  Diary  of  the  late  venerable  Dr.  Holyoke,  who 
entered  Colleffe  in  the  year  1742,  will  aiiow  more  distinctly  the  actual 
requiaitjona  for  admission,  and  will  beintereatingto  the  sons  of  Harvard: 

"An  account  of  oar  examination  the  13th  day  of  July,  1742,  viz. 
FoxcToft,  Green,  myself,  and  Putnam.  Tutors,  3d  ^neid,  16  lines, 
Presi'dt,  3d  i^neid,  24  linea,  Virgil.— Tutors,  3d  Catiline,  Preaid't,  2d 
Catiline,  Tully.— Tutors,  13th  Luke,  Presid't,  3.5tb  Matthew,  Greek 
TestamenL  —  Memo,  Mr.  Flynt  examin'd  us  in  TuUy ;  Mr.  Hancock,  in 
Tirgil ;  Mr.  Msybew,  in  Greek  TosL  ;  Mr.  Marsh,  in  no  book,  in  the 
fbrenoon.  In  the  afternoon  examin'd  by  the  Presid't,  who  gave  us  the 
following  Themes :  Foxcroft,Baptentia  prnatat  viribua;  Green,  myself. 
Labor  improbus  omnia  vincit ;  Putnam,  Semper  avarus  eget  I  finiah'd 
my  Theme  the  19Ui  day  of  July,  1742,  and  was  admitted  the  (  )  of 
y>  Augnat  following  {after  having  been  on  writing  my  College  Lawa  20 
daya,  finished  them  the  10  of  August)  And  we  began  to  recite  on  the 
Monday  morning  aft«r  the  vacancy  was  np,  which  was  the  23d  day  of 
August,  in  the  year  17^"  —  Edit.] 


D,g,l,.9cbyGOOglC 


1737-1769.]    PRESIDENT   HOLYOKE.  239 

and,  ia  order  to  excite  an  emulatioa,  the  Committee    . 
think  it  would  be  convenient,  that  specimens  of  such 
translations  and  other  performances  in  classical  and 
poUte  Literature  should  be  {rem  time  to  time  l^d  before 
the  Board  of  Overseers." 

"  The  Committee  are  further  of  opinion,  that  more 
classical  authors  should  be  introduced  and  made  part 
of  the  exercises,  and  that  Horace  should  be  earUer 
entered  upon  than  has  of  late  been  practised." 

It  was  voted  "  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Tutors  to  act  in  conformity  to  the  report  of 
the  Committee  relative  to  the  scholars*  classical  exer- 
cises." 

May  4th,  1762,  "the  Board  find  that  the  Tutors 
have  not  conformed  to  the  vote  passed  the  last  meeting 
relating  to  translations  and  the  introducing  more  clas- 
sical authors ;  and  thereupon,  voted,  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  President  and  Tutors  to  conform  to 
said  vote  as  soon  as  may  he." 

October  14th,  1762.  "Voted,  that  each  Tutor  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  Committee  that  shall  be 
appointed  to  visit  the  College,  in  the  spring,  an  account 
of  the  books  in  which  the  respective  classes  recite,  and 
that  the  said  Committee  be  directed  to  enquire  what 
has  been  done  in  conformity  to  the  report  of  October 
6tb,  1761,  relating  to  transladons  and  the  introduction 
of  classical  authors,  and  make  a  particular  report  at  the 
next  meeting." 

May  9th,  1763.  "The  Committee  appointed  to 
'  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  College  and  to  consider 
of  such  things  as  may  be  beneficial  to  it,'  made  their 
report,  in  which  they  say,  that  they  '  enquired  what 
books  the  several  classes  recite  or  are  instructed  in, 
and  have  received  a  list  from  the  Tutors,  which  is 
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herewith  presented ;  it  appears  that  Horace  is  more  in 
use  than  it  has  been,  and  that  Caesar's  GommeDtaries 
hath  been  lately  introduced,  and  that  the  several  classes 
are  held  to  translating  English  into  Latin  once  every 
fortnighL" 

Provision  was  also  made,  during  the  same  period, 
''  for  an  improved  study  of  Divinity  and  Moral  Philosophy. 
The  Overseers  passed  votes  at  different  meetings  upon 
the  subject.  At  a  meeting,  Apii!  24tb,  1759,  a  Com- 
mittee having  reported  that  "  no  system  of  Divinity  or 
Ethicks  is  taught  in  the  College,"  it  was  voted  "  that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  Corporation  speedily  to 
introduce  some  system  of  Divinity  or  Ethicks."  This 
vote  was  repeated  in  October,  and  on  the  6th  of  May, 
1760,  "the  President  read  several  votes  of  the  Cor- 
poration, whereby  it  appeared  that  suitable  care  was 
taken  of  that  matter." 

J-  As  if  from  a  presentiment  of  the  demand  which  the 
lapse  of  a  few  years  would  create  for  eloquence  in  the 
British  Provinces,  there  was  nothing  which'  the  Over- 
seers appear  to  have  been  more  intent  on  encouraging 
among  the  students,  at  this  time,  than  those  develope- 
ments  and  attainments,  which  have  a  more  immediate 
reference  to  that  accomplishment.  In  the  years  1754 
and  1755,  votes  were  passed  at  different  meetings  for 
the  promotion  of  Oratory ;  and,  in  consequence  of  their 
recommendation,  measures  for  that  purpose  were 
adopted  by  the  Corporation.  The  strong  interest  taken 
in  the  subject  is  evident  from  the  following  account. 
"  At  an  Overseer's  meeting  at  the  College,  April  27th, 
1 756 ;  1 .  John  Vassal,  Jonathan  Allen,  Tristram  Gilman, 
Thomas  Tappan,  Edward  Walker,  Samuel  Barret, 
presented  themselves  before  the  Board  and  pronounced 
in  the   respecdve  characters  assigned  them  a  dia- 
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bgue  in  the  English  tongue  translated  irom  Castalio 
and  then  withdrew.  The  Board  unanimously  expressed 
their  acceptance  and  approbation,  and  it  was  thereupon 
Toted  that  the  several  students  aforesaid  be  sent  for 
and  they  be  acquainted,  that  the  Board  are  well  pleased 
with  their  performance,  and  desire  them  to  proceed^as 
they  have  begun,  tfa^t  they  may  not  only  render  them- 
selves ornaments  to  the  College  and  an  honor  to  th^r 
country,  but  may  abo  excite  an  emulation  in  others  to 
excel  in  eloquence  and  oratorical  attainment  and  in  the 
like  manner  to  merit  the  approbation  of  this  Board." 

"  2.  Voted,  that  the  rhetorical  and  oratorical  exer- 
cises that  have  been  this  last  half-year  in  the  College 
Chapel  performed  by  the  scholars,  be  still  continued." 

"3.  It  was  voted,  that  the  President  be  desired 
to  read  the  aforesaid  votes  in  the  Chapel,  in  presence 
of  the  students,  the  next  convenient  opportunity." ' 

It  would  seem,  however,  that  something  further  was 
necessary  to  be  done,  before  the  views  of  the  enlight- 
ened men  of  that  day  could  be  realized.  These  views 
were  more  fully  unfolded  in  the  following  report  made 
to  the  Board  of  Overseers,  May  4th,  1762:  "The 
Committee,  appointed  to  enquire  mto  the  state  of  the 
College  and  to  consider  of  such  thmgs  as  may  be 
beneficial  to  it,  attended  that  service  at  the  College  on 
Wednesday,  the  28th  of  April,  and  beg  leave  to  report, 
diat  there  were  no  complaints  of  disorders  among  the 
scholars;  the  Committee  have,  therefore,  nothing  to 
suggest  on  that  head,  except  it  should  be  judged 
necessary  to  make  a  law  to  requu^  the  scholars' 
attendance  upon  public  worship  on  the  anniversary 
days  of  Thanksgiving  and  Fasdng,  and  other  days  set 

1  Overeeera'  Record*. 
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apart  by  the  GoTeroineDt  for  religious  services,  in  a 
more  explicit  manoer,  than  at  present  it  seems  to  be 
required." 

"  The  Committee  heard  the  several  classes  recite 
in  the  books  they  usually  recite  in  before  the  Tutors. 
The  exercises  were  laudably  performed,  and  gave  the 
Committee  as  much  satisfaction  as  they  could  expect 
from  performances  in  that  manner:  the  Committee, 
however,  cannot  but  observe  that  these  exercises  do 
not  afford  sufficient  scope  for  a  display  of  genius,  nor 
do  they  seem  enough  calculated  to  raise  in  the  scholars 
an  emulation  to  excel.  The  Committee  would,  there- 
fore, propose,  whether  it  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
exhibit  a  few  specimens  of  this  kind  at  these  visitaUons, 
and  to  prompt  the  scholars  to  exhibit  any  thing  of 
genius  or  spirit  agreeable  to  their  own  turn  of  mind. 
Some  of  them  might,  in  this  case,  be  put  upon  declaim- 
ing, which  is  an  usual  exercise  at  College,  and  might 
tend  to  form  them  to  a  graceful  elocution,  if  performed 
before  the  Committees  for  visitations,  with  a  special 
view  to  their  own  credit  in  excelling.  Some  exercises, 
carried  on  in  parts  between  two  or  more,  might  have 
the  same  good  effect.  As,  for  instance,  one  might 
offer  a  thesis  and  say  what  he  thought  proper  in 
defence  of  it ;  another  might  reply,  and  this  exercise 
might  conclude  with  a  rejoinder ;  —  and  they  might  be 
performed  either  in  English  or  in  one  of  the  learned 
languages,  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  the  subject,  or 
the  talents  or  inclination  of  the  performers.  These,  or 
any  such  like  exercises,  which  the  President  and  Tutors 
should  approve,  exhibited  from  time  to  time  before  the 
Committees,  we  humbly  apprehend,  would  greatly  tend 

I  Ovemecn'  Recordi. 
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to  the  improvement  of  the  scholars  and  the  credit  and 
reputation  of  the  societ)'. 

"  In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Committee. 

"May  3d,  1762."  "AND.  OLIVER." 

"  Voted,  that  this  report  be  accepted,  and  that  it 
be  recommended  to  the  President  and  Tutors  to  con- 
form to  the  proposal  made  in  the  latter  part  of  it" ' 

Tliis  recommendation  was  duly  attended  to ;  and 
the  experiments,  which  were  made,  proved  so  satisfac- 
tory, that,  on  the  23d  of  June,  1766,  the  Corporation 
voted,  "  that  twice  in  the  year,  viz.  at  the  semi-annual 
visitation  of  the  Committee  of  the  Overseers,  some  of 
the  scholars,  at  the  direction  of  the  President  and 
Tutors,  shall  publicly  exlubit  specimens  of  their  pro- 
ficiency, by  pronouncing  orations  and  deHvering  dia- 
Ic^ues,  either  in  English  or  in  one  of  the  learned  lan- 
guages, or  having  a  forensic  disputation,  or  such  other 
exercise  as  the  President  and  Tutors  sball  direct" 
This  was  cqpsented  to  by  the  Overseers  ;  as  was  also 
another  vote  of  the  Corporation,  passed  the  same  year, 
that  the  law  against  theatrical  entertainments  should 
**  not  prevent  any  exhibitions  of  this  kind  from  being 
performed  as  academical  exercises  under  the  direction 
of  the  President  and  Tutors."  Such  was  the  origin  of 
those  interesting  displays,  in  the  College  Chapel,  of 
youthful  genius,  learning,  and  eloquence,  which  are 
called  exhibitions,  and  which,  as  appears  from  Mr. 
Oliver's  report,  may  be  mentioned  among  the  good 
fruits  of  another  practice  introduced  a  short  time  before 
— that  of  public  examinations. 

It  was  voted  by  the  Corporation,  May  6th,  1 760, "  that 
twice  in  a  year,  viz.  in  Spring  and  Fall,  each  class  shall 
recite  to  their  Tutor,  in  the  presence  of  the  President, 
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Professors,  and  Tutors,  in  the  several  books  in  which 
they  are  recitmg  to  their  respective Tutors,and  that,  pub- 
licly in  the  College  Hall  or  in  the  Chapel ;  and  that  the 
two  Senior  classes  do  once  every  half-year,  in  the  same 
presence,  but  under  the  direction  of  the  mathematical 
Professor,  give  a  specimen  of  their  progress  iu  philoso- 
phical and  mathematical  learning."  The  appointment 
of  such  exercises  having  been  made  a  yesu*  or  two  be- 
fore, it  had  been  ordered  by  the  Overseers  "  that  one 
of  these  publick  exercises  be  performed  on  the  respec- 
tive days,  when  the  Committee  of  the  OvCTseers  semi- 
annually meet  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  College, 
and  that  ssid  Committee  be  directed  to  be  present  and 
attend  the  same  ."  * 

The  extension  of  the  various  aids  and  indtements 
to  improvement  was  greatly  facilitated  by  an  important 
change  which  took  place  in  the  distribution  of  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Instructors.  At  the  foundation  of  the  Col- 
lege, the  number  of  students  and  teachers  being  small, 
there  was  of  course  little  of  that  division  of  labor, 
which  consists  in  assigning  particular  branches  and  du- 
ties to  particular  officers.  The  same  causes,  which  ex- 
isted then,  operated,  though  with  a  gradually  diminish- 
ing force,  to  prevent  any  alteration  in  this  respect,  for 
more  than  sixty  years;  and  after  that,  the  practice 
for  each  tutor  to  teach  all  the  branches  to  the  class 
which  was  assigned  to  him,  and  which  attended  no 
other  tutor  while  he  held  his  office,  continued,  when 
there  was  nothing  but  the  authority  of  long  usage  to 
maintain  it.  Its  unfavorable  operation  became  at  length 
so  apparent,  that  the  subject  was  brought  before  the 
Overseers,  who.  May  7th,  1 765,  appointed  a  Committee 

>  [Mr.  Peirce  has  made  the  Mowing  note  here,  in  his  MS. "  Were 
Uiese  ezamwMltoM  at  first,  aod  for  anj  length  of  time,  coaneGtcd  with 
the  exhibitions  P  "—  Edit.] 
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consisUng  of  the  Lieut.  Goveraor,  the  President  of  the 
College,  and  other  respectable  gentlemen, "  to  consider  ' 
of  amore  proper  distribution  of  the  work  or  serrice  of 
the  Tutors."  The  Committee  were  "  desired  to  con- 
sult his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  take  his  advice." 
I"  iTheir  report  was  made,  May  6th,  1766,  and  was  as  fol- 
.  lows: 

*'To  the  Honorable  and  Reverend  the  Board  of 
Overseers  of  Harvard  College. 

"The  Committee  appointed  the  first  Tuesday  in 
May  last  to  consider  of  a  more  proper  distribution  of 
the  work  or  service  of  the  Tutors,  have  had  several  meet- 
ings for  that  purpose  and  have  projected  a  plan,  which  is 
hereunto  annexed,  and  which  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  will,  when  carried  into  execudon,  be  attend- 
ed with  many  advantages  to  the  Society  ;  but,  as  it  will 
cause  a  great  change  in  the  long  established  manner 
of  proceeding,  the  Committee  did  not  think  it  proper 
to  report  that  it  should  be  immediately  entered  upon, 
but  submit  to  the  Honorable  and  Reverend  Board  the 
determination,  whether  the  present  or  some  future  dme 
may  be  most  convenient,  and  whether  any  preparatory 
measures  are  necessary  or"  not. 

In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Committee. 

THO-  HUTCHINSON." 

"  For  the  advancement  of  leammg  it  is  proposed, 
"That  one  Tutor  shall  teach  Latin;  another,  Greek; 
another,  Logic,  Metaphysics,  Ethics;  and  the  other 
Natural  Philosophy,  Geography,  Astronomy,  and  the 
Elements  of  the  Mathematicks. 

**  That  all  the  scholars  shall  attend  the  Tutors  on 
Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays,  and  Thursdays, 
three  times  a  day ;  and  once  a  day  on  Fridays  and 
Saturdays,  during  their  four  years  residence  at  College 
in  term  time,  excepting  Commencement  week ;    and 
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that  the  Senior  Sophisters  shall  uot  be  obliged  to  at- 
tend any  of  the  exercises  after  the  last   day  of  June. 

"  That  the  Senior  Sophisters  shall  attend  the  Tutor 
^  on  Mondays,  B  on  Tuesdays,  C  on  Wednesdays, 
D  on  Thursdays. 

"  That  the  Junior  Sophisters  shall  attend  B  on  Mon- 
days, Con  Tuesdays,  D  on  Wednesdays,  .^  on  Thurs- 
days. 

"  That  the  Sophomores  shall  attend  C  on  Mondays, 
D  on  Tuesdays,  ^  on  Wednesdays,  -B  on  Thursdays. 

"That  the  Freshmen  shall  attend  D  on  Mondays, 
Jl  on  Tuesdays,  B  on  Wednesdays,   C  on  Thursdays. 

"That  00  Friday  and  Saturday  mornings  each  class 
shall  be  instructed  by  a  distinct  Tutor  in  Elocution, 
Composition  in  English,  Rhetoric,  and  other  parts  of 
,  the  Belles  Lettres. 

"That  the  Divmity  Professor  shall  instruct  all  the 
scholars  in  Divinity. 

"That  to  pretent  the  great  inconvemences  attending 
some  of  the  scholars  gomg  home  at  one  time,  and  some 
at  another,  in  the  Spring  and  Fall,  to  procure  clothing, 
&c.,  as  they  heretofore  have  been  permitted  to  do,  it  is 
proposed,  that  there  shall  be  a  short  vacation  in  the 
Spring  and  Fall,  and  that  in  term-Time  no  scholar 
shall  go  out  of  Cambridge,  unless  upon  some  very 
special  occasion ;  and  that  Uberty  be  granted  therefor 
at  a  meeting  of  the  President,  Professors,  and  Tutors, 
by  the  major  part  of  them.  By  these  regulations  the 
scholars  will  not  be  absent  firom  College  more  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  than  they  are  according  to  the  pre- 
sent practice,  and  yet  they  will  be  at  less  expense  for 
diet 

"That  public  ^fts  shall  he  prohibited,  and  in  lieu 
tbereol^  each  scholar  shall  pay  one  shilling  and  nine 
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pence  lawful  money  quarterly,  in  addition  to  the  tm- 
(ioD-money ;  and  the  Tutors  shall  be  paid  annually  out 
of  the  College  Treasury  a  guinea  for  each  scholar  that 
takes  his  first  degree,  to  be  divided  equally  amongst 
the  four." 

"Voted,  that  this  report,  so  far  as  it  recommends  a 
division  of  the  services  of  the  Tutors  according  to  the 
sciences  and  branches  of  literature  be  approved ;  and 
that  the  Corporation  be  desired  to  make  a  law  to  carry 
it  into  execution  in  such  a  manner  as  shall  correspond 
with  the  services  of  the  Professors." 

"  Voted,  that  the  l»st  article  of  the  report,  relative  to 
the  public  gifts  to  the  Tutors,  be  approved ;  and  that  it 
be  recommended  to  the  Corporation  to  prepare  a  law 
agreeable  to  it." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Overseers,  January  16th,  1767, 
"a  plan  for  the  alteration  of  the  services  of  the  Tutors, 
recommended  to  the  Corporation  by  this  Board,  hav- 
ing been  passed  upon  and  prepared  by  them,  was  now 
presented,  with  this  vote  of  the  Corporation,  viz:  'At 
a  meeting  of  the  President  and  Fellows,  December 
16th,  1766,  voted,  that  the  plan  for  the  advancement 
of  learning  be  entered  upon  immediately  after  the 
winter  vacation.*    Read  and  consented  to." 

It  was  voted  by  the  Corporation,  on  the  20th  of 
April  following,  "That  each  class  be  mstructed  four 
days  successively  in  every  week  in  the  same  branch 
of  leammg  by  the  Tutor  to  whose  department  it  be- 
longs, viz :  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and 
Thursday ;  and  shall  attend  the  several  Tutors  in 
rotation ;  whereby  each  Tutor  shall  have  the  same 
class  every  fourth  week. 

"That  the  classes  shall  atterid  their  respective  Tu- 
tors on  Friday  and  Saturday  morning  as  has  been 
usual 
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"  That  if  any  scholar  shall  have  occasion  to  go  out 
of  town  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wtednesday,  or  Thurs- 
day, he  shall  apply  for  leave  to  that  Tutor  whom  he  is 
to  attend  on  said  days ;  if  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  to 
the  Tutor  whom  he  is  to  attend  the  next  week." 

A  more  important  alteradon  in  the  arrangements  of 
the  College  could  not  be  easily  imagined.  Upon  the 
old  plan  no  considerable  advancement  of  learning  could 
ever  have  taken  place.  Scanty  as  the  above  list  of 
text-books  now  appears,  it  was  yet  more  than  one 
man,  unless  far  above  the  ordinary  standard,  could 
teach,  in  a  thorough  and  suitable  manner,  especially 
while  he  had  other  important  duties  to  perform  as  a 
member  of  the  government.  But,  in  consequence  of 
the  distribution  of  services  now  introduced,  though 
each  instructor  gave  as  much  of  his  time  to  all  the 
classes,  as  he  had  before  devoted  to  bis  own  particular 
class,  bis  attention  being  now  mosdy  confined  to  one 
branch  of  leu^ing,  he  would  acquire  so  intimate  an 
acquaintance  with  it,  and  such  a  facility  in  teaching  it, 
that  he  would  not  only  discharge  his  functions  much 
more  ably  and  usefully,  but  might  very  conveniently 
increase  the  number  of  text-books  in  his  department, 
whenever  it  was  desired,  and  at  the  same  time  find 
more  leisure  to  attend  to  the  general  concerns  of  the 
College.  While,  therefore,  the  old  sytem  was  calcu- 
lated to  keep  education  fixed  and  stationary ;  the  new 
one  admitted  of  an  expansion  in  the  circle  of  academi- 
cal exercises,  which  was  suited  to  the  progress  of 
learning  and  refinement,  and  to  the  growing  wants  of 
society. 

There  is  another  consideration,  connected  with  this 
subject,  which  merits,  perhaps,  some  attention.  W^ith 
all  the  care  that  could  have  been  taken  in  the  appoint- 
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ment  of  Tutors,  a  difference  must  always  hare  existed 
amoog  them,  as  to  their  talents  and  qualifications ;  and 
occasionally  some  individual  would  possess  a  marked 
superiority  over  his  Colleagues,  unless  we  are  to  sup- 
pose the  absurdity  of  his  being  excluded  for  being  too 
great  a  scholar;  so  that  when  each  class  was  confined 
to  a  particular  Tutor,  the  different  classes  must  have 
enjoyed  different  advantages,  with  respect  to  the  in- 
struction they  severally  received.  On  the  new  plan, 
puch  inequality  wi^  removed,  as  each  class  was  in  turn 
(Qstnicted  by  each  Tutor. 

AU  these  measures,  adopted  with  a  view  to  the 
advancement  of  learning,  solid  op  ofiiamentalj  weie 
incidentaUy  productive  of  other  beneficial  effects.  By 
supplying  the  students  with  additional  occvpaticm  an4 
excitement,  and  thus  diminishing  their  leisure  an4 
inclination  for  irregular  indulgencesi  they  tended  to 
iipppove  the  condidon  of  the  College,  with  respect  t<> 
morahty,  order,  and  even  religion.  Sufficient  Fooa, 
however,  was  left  Sot  the  employment  of  direct  means 
in  these  respects ;  and  m  this  as  great  a  degree  (^ 
vi^aace,  energy,  and  strictness  was  exerted,  as  isk 
perhaps  consistent  with  the  allowance  of  that  freedoBk 
which  is  necessary  for  the  developemest  of  t^  rnrioiH 
faculties  and  properties  of  the  piind,  We  have  ah?ead)t 
seen,  that  the  officers  themselves  were  not  spared,* 
when  they  became  offenders ;  and  the  examples  which 
were  made  in  the  early  part  of  this  presidency,  punfid 
^B  they  were,  must  have  had  a,  aalutery  e0^ct. 
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At  the  time  the  College  was  making  the  acquisitions 
before  mentioned,  for  the  advancement  of  education, 
it  experienced  a  severe  deprivation,  by  the  death  of 
the  learned  and  excellent  Professor  of  Divinity.  The 
circumstances  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth's  appointment  and 
inauguration  have  been  already  related ;  as  hare  also 
some  other  facts  respecting  him,  particularly  the  dis- 
tinguished part  he  bore  in  the  controversy  with  Mr 
Whitefield ;  but  of  an  officer  so  eminent  and  valuable 
something  further  will  be  expected. 

Professor  Wigglesworth's  father  was  the  Rev.  Mi- 
chael Wigglesworth,  of  Maiden,  who  was  graduated 
at  this  College  in  1661;  and,  from  the  rank  of  his 
&mily,  stands  at  the  head  of  his  class  in  the  Catalogue. 
He  is  said  to  have  been  a  Fellow  of  the  Corporation. 
His  name  is  at  least  found  among  the  names  of  the  fif- 
teen Fellows  mentioned  m  the  temporary  act  of  1697.^ 
He  died  at  Maiden,  June  10th,  1705,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years.' 

At  the  Commencement  following^  which  was  dien 
on  the  fourth  of  July,  young  Holyoke,  who  was  after- 
wards President,  pronounced  the  Bachelor's  oration, 
and  made  respectful  mention  of  this  deceased  mmister, 

1  Halchiiuoo*s  Hut  Mua.  L  p.  173.         i  SewtU's  MS.  Diur. 


■n,g,t,7.cbyGOOglC 


1737-1769.]  PRESIDENT    HOLTOKE.  251 

stitiDg  him  "  Maldonatus  Orthodoxus."  Greatly  es- 
teemeii,  as  an  able,  a  sound,  and  pious  divine,  and  as 
a  skilful  physician  for  the  body  as  well  as  for  the  soul,  he 
possessed  moreover  the  talent  of  interesting  his  devout 
contemporaries  by  his  poetical  effusions.  The  largest 
of  his  poems,  entided  "The  Day  of  Doom,"  passed 
through  six  editions  in  this  country  and  was  also  print- 
ed in  London. ' 

His  son  Edward  took  his  bachelor's  degree  in  1710, 
and  stands  second  on  the  Catalogue ;  John  Denison  of 
Ipswich,  descended  probably  from  the  Author  of  iTeti' 
tcon,  being  at  the  head.  He  immediately  applied  him- 
self to  the  study  of  theology,  was  a  candidate  for  the 
gospel  ministry,  and  preached  in  different  parishes. 
He  appears,  however,  to  have  been  one  of  those  learn- 
ed and  ingenious  men,  who,  like  the  tainous  Lardner, 
succeed  better  in  gaining  the  attention  and  regard  of 
the  discerning  few,  than  interesting  the  mass  of  a  com- 
mon audience ;  and,  though  *'  as  a  minister  of  a  parti- 
cular church  he  might  not  have  shone  among  the  popu- 
lar preachers,  he  was  completely  accomplished  for  the 
chau"of  Divinity  Professor."  He  had  been  out  of  Col-  , 
lege  upwards  of  eleven  years;  and  was  thirty  years  old, 
when  he  was  appointed  to  this  station.  He  died  Janu- 
ary 19th,  1765,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age,  having  filled 
the  oflSce  of  professor  forty-three  years ;  a  longer  period 
than  any  person  has  yet  held  a  professorship  in  any  de- 
partment. His  conduct  fully  justified  the  high  recom- 
mendation which  was  in  the  begining  given  of  him  to  Mr. 
HoUls ;  and  proved  him  eminently  quahfied  and  dis- 
posed for  the  important  task  of  instilling  religious  senti- 
ments into  young  minds,  and  of  forming  teachers  for  the 
churches  in  this  part  of  British  America. 

'  See  Eettell'a  agreeable  and  valuable   "  Specimens  of  Americui 
Poetiy."    Vol.  I.] 
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He  was  many  years  troi^led  widi  des&ess.  This 
"  unfitted  iam  to  shioe  m  conversatioi],  for  wlach  be  had 
fine  teleots.  On  this  account,  however,  he  paid  more 
attuttion  to  Hs  studies  ;  and  Us  lectures  were  fifled 
with  at-guments,  excettent  Noughts,  liberal  view3  of  the 
ChristiaQ  doctrines,  and  just  discriminatioQ  of  &e  con- 
tested points." '  Moat  of  the  clergy  of  Massadnisetts 
and  New  Hampsire  had  at  the  time  of  his  decease, 
been  eduoated  under  him ;  and  it  is  reascaiable  to  beheve 
that  their  general  reEf>ectabiIity  was  owing,  in  no  small 
degree,  to  bis  wise  aad  learned  instructions. 

Some  idea  of  fa«n  as  a  lecturer  may  be  formed  from 
an  account,  ^en  by  one  rf  the  very  few  of  his  pupSs 
still  livug,  and'  wbo,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two  yem, 
thus  writes  under  date  of  May  5th,  1831  :* 
.  "  We  attended  his  theological  lectures,  bodi  in  the 
Chapel  for  all  the  »t»dent3,  and  in  the  Hall  to  the  two 
Senior  classes.  His  lectures  to  the  latter  were  cok- 
fined  to  the  subject  of  the  Thirty-nine  Articles  of  the 
ChiBvh  -of  England.  In  those  lectures,  the  Professor 
did  not  take  a  text  of  Scripture,  bat  took  some  partica- 
kr  artitJe  d  &aX  'creed  and  discoursed  from  iL  His 
lecture  was  very  short.  He  had  no  prayer  nor  any 
other  service.  I  rranember  in  the  course  of  his  lec- 
tures, he  came  across  that  article,  which  led  him  to 
consider  the  infaUibiUty  of  the  Church  of  Rome."  The 
Doctor  had  a  very  excellent  talent  for  satire.  An 
agreeable  vein  of  sarcastic  humor  runs  through  his  dis- 
course at  the  Dudleian  Lecture,  which  is  a  masteriy 
piece  of  clear  and  close  reasoning  upon  the  same  Ro- 
man CathcJic  doctrine.  The  following  passage,  with 
a  little  of  that  seasoning,  affords  also  some  idea  of  the 

i.Eliot'B  Biogr.  DicL  p.  486. 

^  Hen.  Pune  Wiogate  of  Stntbam,  New  Huapshire. 
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light  in  which  Popery  was  r^;arded  at  that  day.  To 
such  of  his  hearers  as  intended  to  study  divinity  his 
advice  is,  —  "  That  after  you  have  laid  the  foundations  of 
3^ur  6uth  in  the  great  pcHnts  of  natoral  and  revealed  re- 
li^on,  in  opposition  to  the  atheist  and  the  deist,  as  deep 
and  strong  as  you  caa ;  if  you  find  leisure  and  advan- 
tages to  look  much  into  the  controversies  between  the 
several  denominadons  of  Christians,  you  would  begin 
with  that  between  us  and  the  church  of  Same.  Ihai 
Ckmrdi  is  a  restless,  incroaching,  and  implacable  enemy 
to  ftxrtestants  of  every  denomin«ion.  It  is  inddfatigable 
IB  its  endeavours,  coinpassing  landandsea  to  makeprose- 
hfies.  It  utterly  denies  salvation  to  any  out  of  its  cmn* 
munioB.  And  its  heresies,  superstitions,  -  crueltiea, 
idolatries,  and  odier  crying  wickednesses  are  such,  that 
you  will  find  it  no  very  easy  matter  tio  persuade  your- 
selves,  thai  there  can  be  any  salvation  in  it.  This  is 
doobdess,  therefore,  the  most  interesting  and  impor- 
tant controversy  among  Christians ;  and  so  deserves 
your  attention  in  the  first  place." 

The  brevity  of  his  lectures  is  probably  to  be  Qcooaat- 
ed  for  by  a  vote  of  the  Overseers  passed  Oct.  74, 
1740;  "T^t  it  be  recommended  to  Dr.  Wiggles- 
worth,  that,  in  pursuing  his  course  of  Divinity  in  bis 
public  lectures,  he  be  more  concise  in  the  sevend  sub- 
jects he  treats  upon."  ^ 

He  was  a  very  usefid  member  of  the  Corporation; 
*  For, "  says  the  venerable  Dr.  Appleton,  "  although 
his  hardness  <^  hearing  was  a  great  difficuhy  to  faim> 
when  debates  were  carried  on,  yet,  things  bdng  made 
known  to  him  (to  have  his  thoughts  upon  them),  there 
always  speared  in  him  such  an  accuracy  <rf'  thought, 

lOvenwn'  RecordB. 
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such  a  wisdom  and  judiciousness  io  his  observations, 
as  were  ever  of  great  weight  with  us :  which  I  am 
able  to  speak  irom  my  own  observation,  having  had 
the  honor  and  pleasure  of  sitting  with  him  at  that 
board  for  more  than  forty  years." 

His  constitution  was  not  robust ;  and  in  the  latter 
years  of  his  Ufa  he  suffered  much  from  sickness  and 
pan  J  he  was  also  tried  by  severe  visitations  of  Provi- 
dence in  his  &mily ;  but  the  native  vigor  of  his  mind, 
and  the  force  of  those  moral  and  reli^ous  princi- 
ples, which  he  had  cherished  in  himself  with  so  much 
care,  buoyed  him  up  amidst  all  his  afflictions,  so 
that  he  was  uniformly  composed  and  tranquil.  To 
great  quickness  of  apprehension  and  strength  of  intel- 
lect he  united  a  mUd,  sedate,  and  dispassionate  tem- 
per. A  gentleman  in  his  manners  and  deportment,  he 
was  kind-hearted,  affile,  and  obliging.  His  feelings 
were  remarkably  benevolent ;  for  though  he  was  great- 
ly straitened  in  bis  cireumstances,  never  havmg  an 
income  much,  if  any,  above  ^200,  and  many  years  for 
less,  he  constantly  appropriated  a  tenth  part  of  what 
he  received  to  pious  and  charitable  uses.'  Superior 
to  most  men  in  natural  and  acquired  endowments,  he 
may  be  pronounced  inferior  to  none  in  those  qualities 
which  constitute  a  good  and  amiable  character ;  and  it 
is  beheved  that  his  friend,  the  eminent  Dr.  Chauncy, 
was  not  at  all  extravagant  when  he  thus  portrayed  him 
to  President  Stiles  in  1768:'  "I  wonder  I  should  not 
till  now  think  of  Doct.  Wigglesworth,  Hollisian  Profes- 
sor of  Divinity  at  our  Cambridge  College,  as  he  was 
one  of  my  best  friends  and  longest  acquaintance,  and 
had  courage  to  speak  honorably  of  me  in  the  new-light 

1  BoBtOD  ETeniog  Post— Tracts  in  CaUege  Libr.,  S58. 
>  Maaa.  Hiit.  CoU.  X.  p.  160,  Fint  Series. 
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time,  when  it  was  dangerous  to  do  so.  He  was  some 
years  usher  in  the  grammar-school  in  Boston.  He  left 
this  employment  with  a  design  to  settle  in  the  minis- 
try ;  and  took  a  chamber  at  College  about  the  time  I 
was  graduated  there.  He  lived  at  College  some  years 
before  there  was  an  opportunity  for  his  being  chosen 
into  the  Professorship ;  all  which  time  I  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  being  many  times  in  a  week  in  company  with 
him ;  and  since  that  time  I  familiarly  corresponded  with 
him  by  speech  or  writmg  till  he  died.  He  is  highly 
deserving  of  bemg  remembered  with  honor,  not  only 
on  account  of  his  character,  as  a  man  of  leammg,  piety, 
usefulness  m  his  day,  strength  of  mind,  tai^eness  of 
understanding,  and  an  extraordinary  talent  at  reasonmg 
with  clearness  and  the  most  nervous  cogency ;  but  on 
account  also  of  bis  catholic  spuit  and  conduct,  notwith.- 
standing  great  temptations  to  the  contrary.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  candid  men  you  ever  saw ;  far  re- 
moved from  bigotry,  no  ways  rigid  in  his  attachment 
to  any  scheme,  yet  steady  to  his  own  principles,  but 
at  the  same  time  charitable  to  others,  though  they  dif- 
fered widely  fix>m  him.  He  was,  m  one  word,  a  truly 
great  and  excellent  man." 

When  asked  by  Dr.  Appleton,  the  day  before  he 
died,  "whether  his  faith  and  hope  remamed  strong 
and  steady,"  he  calmly  replied,  "  he  thought  he  could 
say,  that  in  some  good  measure  he  had  walked  before 
God  in  truth  and  with  a  perfect  heart :  and  although 
there  had  been  many  defects  and  failings  in  his  life, 
yet  he  hoped  and  beUeved  that,  through  Christ,  he 
should  be  accepted."  "  And  so,"  adds  the  venerable 
minister,  "  we  all  believe,  and  are  persuaded  concem- 
him."' 

1  Sermon,  pp.  38, 30. 
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Such  a  man  could  not  quit  the  scene,  which  he  had  so 
long  graced  and  honored,  without  some  tributes  ofmore 
than  ordinary  respect  from  those  whom  he  left  behind. 
Accordingly,  the  ministers  and  many  other  gentlemen 
from  the  neighbouring  towns  Eissembled  to  attend  his 
obsequies;  the  body,  preceded  by  the  Students,  was 
carried  into  the  chapel,  and  an  oration  in  Latin  was 
pronounced  by  Joseph  Taylor,  a  member  of  the  Senior 
Glass. 

Among  the  publications  upon  the  occasion  was  a 
**  Poetical  Essay  "  in  blank  verse,  composed  by  Jo- 
seph Willard,  a  Senior  SopMster ;  which  manifests  a 
vigor  and  culUvation  of  mind  not  oowOTthy  of  the 
future  President  of  Harvard  College.  The  following 
lines  are  extracted,  not  merely  as  a  specimen  of  the 
production,  but  as  the  testimony  of  an  honest  muse  to 
the  sentiments  of  respect  and  affection,  entertained  by 
the  members  of  the  College  towards  their  departed 
teacher: 

"  Strong  and  eapacioua  were  hie  mental  powers ; 
HU  judgment  clear  and  sound  ;  his  diction  par« ; 
Hi>  ererj  word  and  line,  full  Traught  with  sense. 
Deep  thought  bespoke  and  treasures  all  his  own. 
Great  were  his  lalenU  in  defence  of  (ruth  : 
T  was  here  he  shoae  with  a  distinguished  taj. 
How  would  he  strip  sophistic  arguments 
Of  BFery  apecious  glare,  that  leads  astray. 
From  truth's  unerring  paths,  th'  unwary  mind  I 
How,  with  his  cogent  reasons,  strongly  urge 
The  grand,  th'  important  doctrines  o(  his  Lord  ; 
Till,  cleared  of  all  obscurity  and  doubt, 
His  sobjects  shone  bright  as  the  noon-day  sun  I 

Ye,  Sons  of  Harvard,  say,  for  ye  cu  tell. 
Who  once,  so  highly  blest,  sat  at  his  feet. 
And  catch'd  th'  instructive  accents  from'his  tongue. 
His  weighty  trust  how  faithfully  discharged  ; 
How  steady  he  pureued  that  noble  aim, 
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To  form  your  morals,  to  iospire  jrout  hesits 
With  love  of  Tirtue,  and  pure  wisdom's  ways; 
To  fill  your  minds  with  all-importaDt  truths. 
Oh  WiggleawoTth !  could  wisdom,  learaing,  seose. 
Protect  their  sons,  and  save  them  from  the  tomb ; 
*    Coold  meekness,  charity,  and  ev'xj  grace. 
That  e'er  combined  t'  adorn  a.  human  sool, 
Their  Tot'ries  snatch  from  death's  rapacious  jaws, 
Sure  thoQ,  blest  shade,  hadst  ne'er  become  his  prey." 

Dr.  Wigglesworth  was  distinguished  for  his  classical 
attainments,  as  well  as  for  his  learning  and  skill  in  the- 
ology. His  publications,  however,  were  altogether 
professional.  They  were,  Sober  Remarks,  on  "A 
Modest  Proof  of  the  Order  and  Government  settled 
by  Christ  and  his  Apostles  in  the  Church  " ;  A  Ser- 
mon on  the  Death  of  Thomas  Hollis,  Esq. ;  A  Dis- 
course on  the  Duration  of  Future  Punishment ;  Sea- 
sonable Caveat  against  believing  every  Spirit,  in  two 
Lectures ;  A  Sennon  on  the  Death  of  President  Wads- 
worth  ;  Enquiry  into  the  Truth  of  the  Imputation  of 
Adam's  Sin ;  A  Letter  to  the  Rev.  George  White- 
field;  Two  •  Discourses  on  the  Ordinary  and  Extra- 
ordinary Ministers  of  the  Church ;  Dudleian  Lecture 
on  the  Infallibility  of  the  Church  of  Rome ;  ^  The 
Doctrine  of  Reprobation  considered ;  On  the  Inspi- 
ration of  the  Old  Testament 

They  no  doubt  ranked  among  the  first  productions 
of  the  kind  at  the  time  when  they  appeared ;  and  may 
now  be  read  widi  pleasure  and  profit.  They  bear 
marks  of  great  care  in  their  composition,  both  as- 

1  Dr.  Morse  made  an  aDfortiinate  mistake  in  publishing,  as  evidences 

of  the  Profesaor'a  rigid  Calvinism,  some  tremendous  passages  from  a 
Dudleiao  Lecture,  preached  in  1760,  by  ki»  brother,  tlie  Rev.  Samael 
Wigglesworth  of  Ipawich.  See  Moatiil;  Anthology,  VoL  II.  pp.  309, 
310,332. 
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to  thought  and  style.  Perspicuity,  precision,  good 
seqs^  and  good  taste  every  where  manifest  the  well- 
trained  mind  of  the  author.  The  doctrmal  views,  pre- 
sented m  them,  come  under  the  general  denomination 
of  orthodKcy ;  but  the  manner  in  which  they  are  f>re- 
sented,  shows  the  power  of  enlightened  reason  united 
with  kind  affections,  in  softening  the  sterner  features 
of  Calvinism,  so  as  to  give  it  the  milder  aspect,  if  not 
the  precise  form,  of  the  Armintan  scheme.  This  is 
particularly  remarkable  in  a  MS.  Supplement  to  "  The 
Doctrine  of  Reprobation  briefly  considered,"  preserved 
ia  the  College  Library.  The  Doctor  was  a  Sublt^sa- 
rian,  or  moderate  Calvinist. 

At  the  period  of  his  election,  as  Professor,  January 
24th,  1721-2,itwas  "ordered  by  the  Overseers,  that 
a  minute  be  taken  and  recorded  of  the  several  heads 
in  Divinity  upon  wliich  the  Corporation  examined  Mr. 
Wig^esworth,  viz. ;  that  he  appeared  before  the  Cor- 
poration and  declared  his  assent,  1.  To  Dr.  Ames' 
Medulla  Theolog^ae.  2.  To  the  Confession  of  Faith 
contjuned  in  the  Assembly's  Catechism.  3.  To  the 
Doctrinal  Articles  of  the  Church  of  England,  more 
particularly,  1.  to  the  Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Trinity; 
2.  to  the  Doctrine  of  the  Eternal  Godhead  of  our 
blessed  Saviour;  3.  to  the  Doctrine  of  Predestina- 
tion ;  4.  to  the  Doctrine  of  Special  Eflicacious  Grace ; 
6.  to  the  Divine  Right  of  Infant  Baptism." ' 

This  is,  indeed,  rather  a  formidable  array  of  Ortho- 
doxy and  Calvinism  ;  but  it  should  be  recollected  that 
human  writings,  as  well  as  the  inspired  volume,  often 
admit  of  great  latitude  of  construction ;  and  there  is 
abundant  evidence  that  Professor  Wigglesworth's  in- 
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terpretation  of  those  several  productions  and  doctrines 
was  very  different  from  that  of  men,  contracted  in 
their  views,  and  intolerant  or  fanatical  in  their  tempers. 

Professor  Wigglesworth's  reputation  was  extended 
beyond  the  limits  of  Massachusetts,  and  even  across 
the  Atlantic.  In  the  year  1730  he  was  honored  with 
a  diploma  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  the  University  of 
EdinburgL  "  He  was  for  some  time  a  Commissioner 
of  the  London  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel 
among  the  Indians,  and  was  chosen  one  of  the  Scotch 
deputation  for  propagating  Christian  knowledge ; "  but 
he  resigned  the  one,  and  declined  the  other,  on  account 
of  his  increasing  deafness.  For  the  same  reason  he 
excused  himself  from  acceptmg  the  offer  Qf  the  Rector- 
ship of  Yale  College.' 

His  successor  in  the  Divinity  Chair  was  his  son,  Mr. 
Edward  Wigglesworth,  then  a  Tutor  in  the  College, 
who  was  chosen  Professor  by  the  Corporation  July 
22d,  1765.  On  presenting  him  to  the  Overseers  for 
their  approval,  July  25tb,  the  President  informed  the 
Board,  that  the  Corporation  had  conversed  with  Mr. 
Wigglesworth  concerning  his  religious  sentiments,  and 
had  received  fuU  satisfaction.  The  Overseers  then 
confirmed  the  choice  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

The  solemnity  of  Mr.  Wigglesworth's  Inauguration 
to  the  office  of  Divinity  Professor  took  place  on  the 
16th  of  October,  1765,  and  was  conducted  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner. 

"  The  Hon'ble  and  Rev'd  Overseers  and  Corpora- 
tion, together  with  the  Professors  and  Tutors,  accom- 
panied with  many  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Repre 
sentatives>  the  Clergy  and  others,  and  preceded  by  all 
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the  Students,  having  walked  in  procession  from  the 
College  to  the  Meeting-house,  Mr.  Eliot  began  with 
Prayer;  the  Fiesident  next  pronounced  an  Oration 
adapted  to  the  occasion;  which  being  finished,  the 
Statutes  est^lished  by  the  generous  Founder  of  the 
Professorship,  Thomas  Hollis,  Esq.  of  London,  were 
read  by  the  HoUisiao  Professor  of  Mathematics  and 
Philosophy  ;  in  compliance  with  which,  Mr.  Wiggles- 
worth  took  the  oaths  of  the  Government,  and  made 
such  Declarations  of  his  Religious  Principles  as  were 
required.  UpoD  this  the  President,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Overseers  and  Corporation,  declared  him  Hol- 
lisian  Professor  of  Divinity.  The  Professor  then  pro- 
nounced his  Inaugural  Oration,  and,  another  Prayer 
bemg  made  by  Mr.  Appleton,  the  whole  was  concluded 
by  singing  part  of  a  Psalm. 

"The  company  returning  to  the  College  Hall  were 
entertained  with  an  handsome  dinner."  ^ 

The  fund  for  exhibitions  to  needy  scholars  had  now 
received  some  accessions.  President  Holyoke  contri- 
buted £100,  and  Mr.  John  EUery,  of  HartfonJ,  £150, 
both  Old  Tenor.  Henry  Flynt,  Esq.  who  died  Feb. 
13th,  1760,  bequeathed  for  the  same  object  £112  10s.; 
his  relations  to  receive  the  income  in  preference  to  oth- 
ers. He  also  bequeathed  £93  6s.  8(2.,  Massachusetts 
currency,  equal  to  £700  Old  Tenor,  (or  £70  sterling) 
the  income  to  be  given  to  four  Tutors. 

Mr.  Flynt's  legacies,  however,  form  but  a  small  part 
of  his  claims  to  attention  in  a  history  of  the  College. 
He  was  an  important  member  of  this  society  during  the 
greatest  part  of  life,  which  lasted  eighty-fi!ve  years.  The 
interval  between  his  taking  his  first  degree  and  becom- 
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lug  one  of  Its  officers  was  sborL  He  was  a  Tutor  up- 
wards of  fifty-five  years,  and  about  sixty  years  a  Fellow 
of  the  Corporation.  No  other  person  l^s  been  connect- 
ed with  the  CoUege,  in  either  of  these  capacities,  or  pro- 
bably in  any  ci^acity,  for  so  long  a  period,  excepting 
Dr.  Appleton,  who  was  a  Fellow  of  the  Corporatiqn 
sixty-two  years.  Mr.  Flynt  was  also  many  years 
Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Overseers.  Most  of  the  edu- 
cated men  in  New-England  during  a  considerable  part 
of  the  last  century,  bad  been  under  the  instruction  of 
this  remarkable  Tutor,  or  of  those  whom  he  had  taught. 

In  the  words  of  Mr.  James  Lovell,  who  delivered 
a  glowing  oration  in  Holden  Chapel  at  his  interment : 
"  Unum  eqtudem  de  eo  dicere  licebat,  antequam  e  vita 
discesserat,  quod  nunquam  de  ullo  aUo  fortasse  dici 
potent; — in  muversa  domo  literaria  inter  Novanglos, 
se  FATEEM-FAMiLiAs  aguosci  oportere.  Nemo  est 
inter  nostrates  literatus,  qui  ei  aliquo  modo  doctri- 
nam  suam  acceptam  referre  non  debeat."  ' 

"  Mr.  Flynt,"  says  Dr.  Chauncy,  "  is  worthy  of  an 
honorable  mention.  I  was  forty  years  frequently  con- 
versant with  him,  and  knew  him  to  have  been  asolid,  ju- 
dicious man,  and  one  of  the  best  of  preachers."  Though 
naturally  inclined  to  indolence,  "  he  treasured  up  a  great 
variety  of  useful  knowledge " ;  and  was  an  able  and 
faithful  instructer. '  He  was  distinguished  for  his  firm- 
ness and  consistency.  To  the  principles  he  had  once 
adopted  he  adhered  without  wavering.  This  was 
partly  the  result  of  constitutional  temperament;  but 
mostly,  no  doubt,  of  the  deliberation  and  care,  with 
which  he  formed  his  opinions.    If  there  were  nothing 

1  Tracts  iiiCoUesflLibr.,358. 
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else  remainiDg  to  prove  the  solidity  of  his  character,  the 
record  he  has  left  of  his  sentiments  respecting  White- 
field  at  the  time  of  his  first  visit,  when  he  was  almost 
worshipped  as  something  superhuman,  would  alone 
suffice :  —  "He  seems  to  me'to  be  a  pious,  zealous  man 
of  good  natural  parts,  and  still  good  enough,  but  over 
censorious,  over  rash,  and  over  confident,  in  some  things 
enthusiastical  and  whimsical ;  he  has  treated  the  great 
and  good  Bishop  Tillotson  injuriously  and  scurrilously. 
I  think  he  is  a  composition  of  a  great  deal  of  good  and 
some  bad ;  and  I  pray  God  to  grant  success  to  what  is 
well  designed  and  acted  by  him."  ' 

The  same  good  sense  was  manifested  in  his  checking 
one  young  man  for  his  ceusoriousness,  in  saying  to  an- 
other who  was  talking  about  the  "  free  grace  of  God  in 
Election,  and  of  the  Decrees,"  that  "  the  Almighty's 
decrees  were  above  them, "  and  particularly  in  makbig 
these  general  observations,  "  Some  have  extravagances 
of  a  weak  and  warm  imagination.  I  have  talked  with 
several,  observed  some  were  converted,  some  were 
humble  and  sincere,  some  were  ignorant,  but  hope  they 
mean  well.  We  that  are  rulers  here  should  watch 
against  corruptions  that  may  arise  from  this  a^ir, 
against  the  devices  of  Satan ;  and  pray  for  ourselves 
and  them,  that  the  true  work  of  grace  may  be  promoted, 
obviate  ill  things,  and  encourage  that  which  is  good. 
We  need  wisdom  and  prudence,  and  must  pray  for  it, 
must  be  sober  and  vigilant  because  of  the  adversary."  ' 

At  the  time  of  an  earthquake,  when  some  Students, 
who  had  been  waked  up  by  the  noise  and  shaking  ran 
to  the  room  of  the  firm  old  man,  as  if  for  shelter  from 
nature's  rage,  he  calmly  said  to  them,  "  Poh,  boys !  go 

»  Fijut'a  MS.  Diaiy.  a  Ibid. 
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back  to  your  rooms ;  earthqudtes  never  do  any  harm  in 
these  high  latitudes. " 

In  his  last  sickness,  Dr.  Appleton  asked  him,  if  he 
was  entirely  willing  to  leave  the  world.  "No,"  said  he, 
"  I  can't  say  that  I  am  " ;  but  after  a  short  pause,  he 
added,  "I  don't  care  much  about  it" 

Father  Flynt,  as  he  was  familiarly  called,  was  for 
some  time  the  oldest  living  graduate  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege ;  and  the  venerable  gentleman  still  living  at  the 
age  of  ninety-two  years,  whose  honorable  career  has 
been  crowned  by  the  same  distinction  (which  may  he 
long  enjoy  I)  thus,  in  a  firm  and  clear  band,  writes 
respecting  him :  "I  remember  very  distinctly,  hearing 
him  preach  for  Dr.  Appleton,  when  I  was  a  freshman. 
He  was  the  slowest  speaker  that  I  ever  heard  preach, 
without  exception.  He  hardly  kept  connected  in  his 
discourse  so  as  to  make  progress.  However  he  made 
some  amends  for  this  defect  by  the  weight  and  perti- 
nency of  his  ideas.  He  was  thought  to  be  a  judicious 
and  able  preacher,  but  not  very  popular.  He  never 
was  settled  in  the  ministry ;  hut  preached  as  occasion 
required,  and  he  published  a  volume  of  Sermons  which 
were  received  acceptably  by  the  public.  He  undoubt- 
edly was  considered  as  a  useful  instructer  in  the  Col- 
lege, or  he  would  not  have  been  continued  so  long  in 
office.  I  have  often  heard,  that  he  was  regarded  as 
mild  in  his  government  of  his  pupils,  and  used  to  be  an 
advocate  for  gentleness  in  punishing  offenders.  I  have 
been  told,  that  he  would  make  an  apology  for  them  by 
remarking,  that  wild  colts  often  made  good  horses.  He 
was  rather  short  and  thick-set  in  corporal  appearance, 
and  when  I  knew  him  he  had  the  marks  of  venerable 
old  age."  ' 

1  LetteT  of  JodgQ  Wiugate,to  the  author,  April  3d,  1B31. 
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He  was  rational  in  his  religious  views,  catholic  in  his 
disposition,  and  a  pious  and  good  man.  Not,  says  Dr. 
Appleton,  "  that  be  was  without  his  foibles  and  f^Iin^ 
But,*'  with  a  naivete,  remarkable  in  a  grave  funeral  dis- 
course, he  adds,  «  any  of  them  that  were  observable, 
I  doubt  not  were  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  that 
smgle  state  in  which  he  lived  all  his  days ;  which  natu- 
rally begets  in  men  a  contractedness,  with  respect  to 
their  own  private  and  personal  concerns :  and  yet  hia 
heart  and  hands  have  been  oftentimes  opened  in  acts  oS 
piety  and  charity  to  the  poor." 

His  habitual  seriousness  was  enlivened  by  an  agree- 
able vein  of  facetiousness  and  humor.  "Inerat  ei  candor 
animi,  et  festivitas  quaedam ;  et  ilia  antiqua  urbanitas, 
quam  Cicero  apud  paucos  sui  temporis  remandsse 
queritur.  Idemque  acumen  ingenii,  qucnl  juvenem 
omaverat,  senem  Flyntium  non  deseruit.  Ade6  ut  si 
quis,  eo  prssente,  ineptius  se  gessit  aut  dicacior  Jocis 
senem  petivit,  baud  impune  quidem  abiit,  sed  sale  can- 
didissimo  ab  ipso  sene  perfrictus,  iUico  obticuit."  ' 

Some  of  his  pleasant  sayings  are  yet  repeated,  in 
which  are  discernible  his  characteristic  steadiness  and 
constancy.  It  was  proposed  in  some  parish  to  invite 
him  to  take  the  pastorsd  charge  of  it ;  but  objections 
were  made  to  him  on  the  ground  that  he  was  believed 
not  to  be  orthodox.  Being  informed  of  this  judgment 
of  the  good  people  respecdng  his  religion,  he  coolly 
observed,  "I  thank  God  they  know  nothing  about  it.** 

Mr.  Flynt*3  publications  were,  a  volume  of  twenf^ 
Sermons,  two  single  Sermons,  and  a  Latin  Oration  at 
the  interment  of  President  Wadsworth.  He  was  son 
of  the  Rev.  Josiah  Flynt  of  Dorchester,  who  was  a 

1  Lovell'a  Oration. 
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nephew  of  President  Hoar ;  and  he  also  had  the  honor 
to  be  related  to  the  family  of  Quincy.  * 

I  It  ftppeara  by  fljut's  MS.  Diaiy,  &c.  th&t  hii  aiater  manied  Ed- 
mund Quincf,  who  died  in  Loadon  in  1738.  Edmaod  Quincy  had  a  eoa 
Joaiah,  who  was  graduated  1738,  and  fotm  him  Pmident  Quincy  is  d«- 
•cended  -,  be  vaa  tho  PreaideDt'a  gnnd&thflr. 
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As  eariy  as  December  26tfa,  1760,  the  Corporation 
petitioned  the  General  Court  to  make  provision  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  building,  stating  that  the  number  of  the 
students  had  increased  so  much  of  late  years,  that  there 
were  upwards  of  seventy  who  could  not  be  accommo- 
dated in  the  buildings  already  belongbg  to  the  College. 
The  subject  of  this  petition  was  not  acted  upon  till 
January  1 6th,  1762,  when  a  Committee  of  the  Overseers, 
consisting  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Mr.  Secretaiy 
Oliver,  Mr.  Danfortb,  Brigadier-General  Brattle,  Mr. 
Hancock,  Mr.  Hubbard,  Mr.  Treasurer  Gray,  the  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  Appleton,  and  Mr.  Eliot,  presented  to  the 
General  Court,  a  "  Representation  and  Petition,  show- 
ing, 

"  That  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  Province  have  been 
from  time  mcreasing  in  numbers,  so  in  some  degree, 
although  not  in  equal  proportion,  the  number  of  Stu- 
dents at  Harvard  College  hath  also  increased. 

"That  it  is  now  about  forty  years  since  any  ad- 
dition hath  been  made  to  the  buildings  of  the  said 
College  for  the  reception  of  Students :  That  although 
every  part  of  the  three  buildings  is  improved,  yet 
there  are  above  ninety  of  the  Under-Graduates  who 
cannot  be  accommodated  with  chambers,  but  are 
obliged  to  live  as  boarders  in  private  families  in  the 
town  of  Cambridge :  That  all  who  are  concerned  in 
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the  Gorenunent  of  the  College,  earnesdj  desire  that 
good  order  may  be  preserved,  and  that  every  Under- 
Graduate  may  be  under  the  eye  and  inspection  of  the 
Tutors :  That  such  inspection  cannot  be  had  of  those 
who  live  in  £imilies  in  the  town,  as  might  be  had  if 
they  resided  within  the  walls  of  the  College ;  That 
the  income  of  the  College,  stock  or  estate  together, 
with  the  tuition-money,  and  the  grants  annually  made 
by  the  Court  are  barely  sufficient  to  defray  the  neces- 
sary charges  of  the  Society :  That  if  any  addition  be 
made  to  the  sums  paid  for  tuition,  and  the  expense  of 
education  be  increased,  it  would  probably  cause  many 
persons  to  send  their  children  to  the  Colleges  of  the 
other  governments,  where  they  may  be  maintained  and 
instructed  with  less  charge :  That  this  would  not  only 
be  dishonorable  to  the  Province,  but  also,  by  carrying 
monies  mto  the  other  governments,  would  in  a  course 
of  years  occasion  a  real  loss,  equal  to  the  expense  of 
additional  buildmgs  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Stu- 
dents here. 

**  The  Board  of  Overseers,  although  anxiously  con- 
cerned for  the  prosperity  oS  the  College,  yet  sensible 
of  the  many  heavy  charges  and  burthens  the  Province 
has  been  subjected  to,  have  hitherto  delayed  theu- 
application  to  the  Court ;  but  they  apprehend  it  will 
not  consist  with  a  faithful  discharge  of  their  trust  to 
defer  it  any  longer,  and  have  therefore  appointed  them 
their  Committee  to  prefer  this  thur  Petition  to  the 
Court. 

"Massachusetts  Hall  is  capable  of  receivii^  but 
sixty-four  Students,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  dispose  the 
room  m  any  bouse  to  greater  advantage  ;  so  that  a 
building  one  third  lai^er  than  that  will  be  necessary 
to  accommodate  the  whole  number  of  Students  who 
now  live  out  of  the  College. 
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"  So  f^eat  a  work  the  petitioners  are  sensible  must 
occsMon  a  very  great  expense ;  but  they  think  it  tb&r 
duty  to  lay  tbe  true  state  of  the  College  before  the 
Courti  and  pray  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  take 
the  fiune  into  ^eir  coiifiuleiati(»i«  and  pass  such  ordert 
'tibereoQ,  as  tbe  pmsperity  of  the  College,  a  Society  of 
80  l^eat  importutce  to  the  Province,  does  require* 
sod  as  (bey  shaU  judge  prc^)^. 

**  Bead  and  ordaed,  that  this  petition  be  taken  into 
connd»atk>n  oo  Thursday  next,  diree  o*clock,  aftw- 
Booa." 

The  s^ject  was  then  taken  into  consider^on,  and 
again  on  Uie  13th  of  February,  when  it  was  referred 
UU  the  May  sessioB,  and  on  the  12th  of  June,  1762, 
die  House  "reK^red,  that  there  be  built,  and  that 
the  BuiB  of  two  thousand  pounds  be  granted  emd  paid 
out  of  the  pd^lick  tneasury,  to  a  Conunittee.  of  this 
Court  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  to  be  af^ed 
towards  building  a  ikw  Cdlege  at  Cambridge,  of  the 
dimensions  of  Massachusetts  Hall : 

"  Provided,  that  the  woikmen  contract  and  g^ve  se- 
curity to  build  the  same,  according  to  the  estimate 
ofiered  the  Court  the  last  year ;  and  that  Royall  Tyler, 
John  Phillips,  James  Ous,  Thomas  Cushing,  and  An- 
drew Boardm^  Esqrs.,  with  such  as  the  honourable 
Board  shaU  join,  ba  a  committee  to  cany  the  said  wca-k 
into  eKecuticm.** ' 

On  the  14dt  it  was  "resolved,  thsJ:  the  Treasurer 
be  directed  to  pay  and  deliver  to  Royall  Tyler,  Esq, 
the  further  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  steriing,  in  bills 
of  exchange,  drawn  on  the  Province  Agent,  to  be  im- 
plied by  the  said  Boyall  TyW,  Esq,  towards  pur- 

1  The  S«wrta  m4de4  to  tb«  ComnitMe  Svnuel  J>ukfbtUi,  &c 
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chasing  from  England  naUs,  glass,  and  other  materials, 
l(H-  the  buildmg  the  new  College  io  Cambridge ;  which 
materials  the  said  Royall  Tyler,  Esq.,  has  generously 
offered  to  procure  for  the  Province,  free  from  any  ad- 
vance or  profit" 

It  was  TOted  nest  day,  that  "  Mr.  Tyler  should  be 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
erect  a  new  College  in  Cambridge,  with  respect  to 
sliding  for  the  materials  from  England,  as  enter'd 
yesterday." 

December  30th,  1763,  "James  Otis,  Jun.,  Esq., 
one  of  the  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to 
erect  a  new  Cc^ege  in  CEunbridge,  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Committee  desir*d  admittance,  to  lay 
upon  the  table  an  account  of  their  doings,  &c.  The 
gentlemen  were  accordingly  admitted,  when-  Samuel 
Danfortfa,  Esq.,  the  Chairman,  said  as  follows,  viz. 
"  Mr.  Speaker, 

**  We  who  are  now  admitted  into  this  honorable 
House  were  some  time  since  appointed  a  Committee 
for  building  a  new  Hall  in  Cambridge,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  Students  at  Harvard  College. 

•*  We  have  caused  an  Hall  to  be  erected  according- 
ly, and  the  same  is  now  finished  to  the  turning  of  the 
key,  and  in  such  manner  as  will  (we  humbly  hope)  be 
to  the  acceptance  of  the  Government 

"  The  building  is  locked,  and  the  keys  of  it  we  now 
deliver  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  honorable  Court  shall 
order ;  and  take  leave  to  lay  on  the  table  an  account 
(tf  the  charge  incurred  in  that  work,  together  .with  our 
humble  memorial  relative  thereto.  —  Which  being  done 
the  gentlemen  wididrew, 

"  And  the  House  entered  into  the  consideration  of 
the  memorial,  representing  that  the  said  Hall  had  cost 
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five  hundred  and  thirty  pounds  seven  shillbgs  and  two 
pence  farthing  more  than  the  four  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  pounds,  (the  amount  of  the 
estimate  mentioned  in  said  memorial,)  and  after  a  de- 
bate, Resolved,  that  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thirty 
pounds  seven  shiUings  and  two  pence  ^hing^  and  the 
remainder  of  the  said  four  thousand  two  hundred  and 
eighty-three  pounds  aforesaid,  be  granted  and  paid  out 
of  the  publick  treasury  to  the  Committee  to  enable 
them  to  discharge  the  accounts  of  the  several  persons 
employed  in  building  said  Hall. 

"  The  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  erect 
and  build  a  new  College  in  Cambridge,  having  made 
report  of  their  doings  therein ;  and  it  appearing  that 
the  same  building  is  well  compleated,  and  finished  in 
the  best  manner : 

"  Resolved,  that  the  thanks  (^  this  Court  be  given  to 
the  worthy  gentlemen  of  the  said  Committee,  viz. 
Samuel  Danforth,  William  Brattle,  James  Bowdoin, 
Thomas  Hubbard,  James  Russell,  RoyaU  Tyler,  James 
Otis,  Jun.,  Thomas  Cushmg,  and  Andrew  Boardman, 
Esquires,  for  theu*  assiduous  and  faithful  services  in 
this  important  commission. 

"  Resolved  also,  that  the  Court  remember  with  great 
gratitude,  the  services  of  John  Phillips,  Esq.,  deceased, 
who  being  of  the  same  Committee  faithfully  and  wor- 
thily assisted  in'  the  same  commission,  but  Uved  not 
to  see  the  happy  completion  thereof 

"  Resolved,  that  Mr.  Speaker,  Judge  Russell,  Capt. 
Livermore,  OoL  Clap,  and  Mr.  Thacher,  with  such  as 
the  honorable  Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to 
consider  to  what  uses  and  purposes  the  rents  and 
profits  arising  from  the  studies,  in  the  late  erected 
College  at  Cambridge,  shall  be  applied^  and  make  re- 
port" 
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March  9th,  1765,  <*  James  Russell,  Esq.,  brought 
down  the  Report  of  a  Committee  of  both  Houses 
appointed  to  consider  to  what  purposes  the  rents  of 
HoUis-Hall  may  be  appropriated,  &c.,  as  follows,  viz. 

"  The  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  chambers 
and  cellars  of  said  Hall  may,  without  any  unreason- 
able burden  upon  the  occupants  be  set  at  such  rates, 
that  the  whole  building  may  produce  an  annual  rent  <^ 
one  hundred  pounds. 

"  The  Committee  are  further  of  c^inion,  that  ten 
pounds  of  the  said  rents  annually  be  reserved  as  a 
stock  and  fund  for  keeping  the  building  in  repair,  and 
that  the  remEunder  of  the  rents  be  appropriated  towards 
the  support  of  two  new  Tutors,  the  remaining  part 
of  their  support  to  be  paid  out  of  the  College  stock. 
Saving  always,  that  after  the  first  six  years  twenty- 
five  pounds,  part  of  the  said  rents,  shaU  every  year  be 
applied  to  the  purchasing  of  new  books  of  the  most 
valuable  authors  for  the  use  of  the  Library." 

The  new  hall  being  thus  completed,  Uie  first  thing 
was,  of  course,  to  give  it  a  name.  This  was  done 
with  no  httle  ceremony  and  attention  to  etiquette. 
An  account  of  the  process,  Irom  President  Holyoke 
himself,  though  somewhat  minute  in  its  details,  will 
not,  it  is  believed,  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader.  In 
a  letter  to  Thomas  Hollis,  Esq.  of  London,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 8th,  1764,  he  writes  as  follows :  "  Our  College 
hath  been  of  late  so  much  increased  by  the  number 
of  Students  (at  present  184  Undergraduates),  that 
we  greatly  wanted  accommodations  for  them ;  where- 
fore we  applied  to  our  General  Court,  that  they  would 
make  us  such  a  grant  as  would  enable  us  to  build 
such  an  house  as  we  wanted ;  which  grant,  viz.  i£400 
sterling  they  readily  made  us ;  accordingly,  we  imme- 
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diately  proceeded  upon  the  afffur,  aod  erected  a  very 
iair  building,  much  more  beautiful  and  commodknu 
than  any  we  had  before,  which  was  finished  the  last 
summer,  and  contains  two-and-thirty  chambers.  About 
which  time,  I  being  in  company  (on  a  certain  occasion) 
with  a  large  number  of  our  ministers,  when  (^>eaking 
of  said  building)  it  was  mored  by  one  of  the  company, 
Eonce  the  bouse  is  now  finished,  what  will  the  name  of 
it  he  1  To  which  I  answered,  that  as  Mr.  Thomas 
Hollis  of  London  (your  bountiful  lutcle)  was  by  fat 
our  greatest  benefactw,  I  thought  it  ought  to  hare  the 
name  of  HoUisy  on  which  tbey  all  manifested  their 
bc^>es  it  would  be  so  called.  Soon  after  this  was  a 
meetii^  of  our  Curators  or  Overseers^  to  whtnn  I  pro- 
posed HoUis  as  the  name  of  the  new  biuldbg;  on 
which  they  agreed  that  it  would  be  a  most  pn^ier 
name  for  it;  but  said  they  believed  the  Goremor 
would  think  it  his  prerogaUve  to  ^e  the  name ;  wpcn 
which  I  w^ted  on  the  Governor  (Mr.  Bernard)  to 
vibom  1  showed  the  great  obligations  we  had  been 
under  to  do  honour  to  the  name  of  Hdhs^  first  with 
respect  to  Mr.  Thomas  Hollis,  who  was  our  greatest 
bene£x:tor,  as  he  had  established  with  us  two  Profea- 
sofshipa  and  ten  scholarships,  besides  gave  us  a  great 
number  of  books,  and  a  most  raluable  phik>s(^ihie  and 
mathematical  apparatus  i  and  with  re^)ect  to  Mr.  Na- 
thanieL  Ht^s,  who  estabhshed  two  scholar^ps,  and 
others  of  the  Dame  who  sent  us  an  orrery,  aomiUaiy 
S[^ere,  Slc  &lc.  &x.  And  further,  with  respect .  to 
Mr.  John  Hdhs,  who  sent  us  a  large  number  cf  most 
vahiable  books ;  to  which  I  added  your  own  almost  an- 
BBal  beneiactioDs.  1  added,  moreover,  that  though 
there  was  odb  of  our  towns  which,  for  the  honour  t£ 
that  fimily,  was  UEoned  HolhstMv  yet  the  reason  of  that 
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iH^e  would  not  long  be  remembered ;  but  if  one  of 
the  Colleges  was  so  named  it  would  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  our  great  benefactor,  and  the  honour  of  bis 
house.  Upon  which  I  told  the  Governor  I  requested 
that  the  new  building  at  the  College  might  be  named 
Hollis.  To  which  he  readily  answered,  with  all  bis 
heart ;  and  added,  that  upon  the  semi-annual  meeting 
of  the  Overseers,  in  Mayjiext,  he  would  come  to  Cam- 
bridge, and  give  the  name  of  Hollis-Hall. 

"But  the  General  Court  meeting  at  Boston,  some 
time  in  November,  (after  having  Sat  about  two  months) 
desired  the  Governor,  that  before  they  should  rise, 
they  might  in  a  body  see  the  new  building  at  the  Col- 
lege ;  accordingly  the  Court  was  adjourned  to  Cam- 
bridge on  Jan  13,  when  the  Governor  and  Council, 
with  the  Lower  House,  met  together  in  Holden-Chapel, 
and  when  they  were  well  seated  (I  having  before 
desired  the  Governor  he  would  then  give  the  name, 
which  he  bad  consented  to)  I  rose  up  and  ssdd : 

"  '  As  there  are  here  present  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  the  Honourable  his  Majesty's  Council,  and 
the  Honourable  House  of  Representatives,  who  by 
their  vole  gave  to  the  Cc^ege  the  new  building  in  our 
view,  it  cannot  therefore  be  an  improper  time  to  ask  a 
name  for  it :  wherefore  I  apply  to  your  Excellency  to 
give  the  name.' 

"  Upon  which  the  Governor,  standing  up,  said :  — 
*  I  now  give  to  this  new  building  the  name  of  Holus- 
Hall.* 

**  After  this  there  was  a  gratulatory  oration  in  English, 

given  by  one  of  the  students,  and  that  in  a  handsome 

manner.     And  after  an  agreeable  entertainment  of  the 

whole  Court  (who  dined  in  the  College-Hall)  they 

35 


n,g,t,7.cbyGOOglC 


274    BISTORT    OP   HARVARD   URIVERSITT.    [CH.  XXTI. 

went  to  take  a  view  of  the  new-named  building ;  and 
then  returned  to  Boston. 

"  Sir,  I  write  you  this  very  particular  account  of  the 
whole  affair,  that  you  may  see  how  very  desirous  we 
are  to  do  honour  to  your  worthy  and  muai6cent  family." 

In  the  midst  of  these  flattering  circumstances,  the 
friends  of  the  College  were  thrown  into  great  alarm 
by  a  project  for  establishing  a  similar  institution  in  the 
County  of  Hampshire,  in  Massachusetts.  Some  in- 
habitants of  that  county  presented  (o  -the  General 
Court,  January  29th,  1762,  "A  memorial,  showing, 
that  there  are  a  great  number  of  people  in  the  county 
of  Hampshire,  and  places  adjacent,  disposed  to  pro- 
mote learning,  and  by  reason  of  their  great  distance 
from  the  Colleges,  and  the  great  expense  of  their  edu- 
cation there,  many  of  good  natural  genius  are  prevent- 
ed a  liberal  education,  and  a  large  country  filling  up  at 
the  northwest  of  them,  which  will  need  a  great  number 
of  men  of  letters ;  they  thereforepray  for  an  act  of  the 
government  constituting  a  Corporation  with  power  to 
receive  monies  and  improve  them  for  setting  up  a 
Seminary  for  Learning ;  and  that  a  charter  may  be 
granted  to  the  Corporation  for  the  said  Seminary,  en- 
duing it  with  power  to  manage  all  the  afl^rs  relative 
to  the  same,  and  confer  the  honours  of  learning  upon 
the  students  of  the  same  when  qualified  therefor." 

The  subject  of  this  memoriaJ  came  several  times 
before  the  General  Court.  A  bill  was  brought  in  tac 
establishing  "  au  Academy  in  the  Western  parts  of  this 
province,"  and  though  it  passed  the  House  to  be  en- 
grossed, it  was  finally  lost. 

Governor  Bernard  himself  then  undertook  "  to  pre- 
pare a  charter  for  the  establishment  of  a  College  or 
Collegiate  School  in  the  county  of  Hampshire  ** ;  but 
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wheD  it  was  ready  for  delivery,  he  thought  proper  to 
lay  it  before  the  Board  of  Overseers,  which  he  did 
March  8th,  1762.  The  institution  was  to  be  called 
Queen's  College;  and  with  respect  to  the  meaos 
of  instruction  it  was  to  be  on  a  footing  with  Harvard 
College,  though  some  of  the  officers  were  to  have  dif- 
ferent names,  and  it  proposed  to  withhold  the  power 
of  conferring  degrees. 

The  execution  of  this  project  would,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Board  of  Overseers,  be  so  injurious  to  Harvard 
College  and  to  the  general  interests  of  literature  in  the 
province,  that  they  immediately  appointed  a  committee 
to  wait  on  the  Governor,  and  request  him  "  not  to 
grant  the  said  charter."  They  al^  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Brigadier-General  Brattle,  Mr. 
Bowdoin,  Dr.  Chauncy,  Dr.  Mayhew,  and  Mr.  Adams, 
"to  assign  reasons  against"  the  proposed  establish- 
ment; and  ten  days  afterwards,  the  Committee  re- 
ported to  the  Board,  "  Reasons  against  founding  a 
CoU&ge  or  Collegiate  School  in  the  County  of  Hamp- 
shire, humbly  offered  to  the  consideration  of  his  Ex- 
cellency, Francis  Bernard,  &.c.,  Governor  of  the  Prov- 
ince of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  &.c.,  by  the  Overseers 
of  Harvard  College  in  Cambridge,  New  England," 
which  had  been  drawn  up  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mayhew. 
The  Report  was  unanimously  accepted,  and  a  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  present  it  to  the  Governor.  Being 
a  very  interesting  document,  and  yet  too  long  for  in- 
sertion here,  it  will  be  given  in  the  Appendix.  It  will 
be  found  to  have  taken  a  comprehensive  view  of  the 
subject,  and  to  offer  considerations  which  are  at  all 
times  entitled  to  great  weight  upon  any  project  for  the 
multiplication  of  Colleges ;  especially  in  those  pruden- 
tial reasons,  of  which  a  summary  is  thus  given.    *'If 
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a  College  should  be  founded  in  conformity  to  the 
Charter  prepared  to  that  end,  we  should  then  have 
two  Colleges  in  this  government,  the  extent  of  which 
does  not  certainly  require  more  than  one.  And  if  it 
does  not  really  require  more  than  one,  then  the  estab- 
lishing another  would  unquestionably  be  prejudicial  in 
divers  rejects ;  prejudicial  to  the  general  interest  <rf 
learning,  as  well  as  to  the  particular  interest,  the 
growth,  and  prosperity  of  that  which  is  already  estab- 
lished. For  by  means  of  their  separate  interests,  and 
a  division  of  the  strength,  wealth,  and  affections  of  the 
people,  naturally  consequent  thereon,  neither  of  them 
would  be  suitably  encouraged  and  endowed ;  whereas 
one  might  probably  be  so,  if  there  were  only  one,  and 
all  were  happily  united  in  the  support  and  encourage- 
ment of  it  And  this  one,  in  our  opinion^  would  far 
better  answer  all  the  valuable  ends  of  a  College,  than 
two  rival  Colleges,  mutually  cramped  and  kept  poor 
by  an  opposition  of  interests :  and  this,  we  may  add^ 
at  a  much  less  expense  to  the  province  or  people,  in 
the  whole,  than  would  be  necessary  to  maintain  two, 
though  but  meanly  and  parsimoniously ;  at  the  same 
time  that  setting  up  another  College  would  be  a  very 
dangerous  precedent." 

To  this  remonstrance  Governor  Bernard  returned  a 
ahort,  but  mild  answer,  and  concluded  by  declaring 
that  he  should  "  suspend  the  issuing  of  the  charter," 
and  should  "not  assist  any  applications  for  a  like 
charter  elsewhere." 

A  committee  was  then  appointed,  "  to  return  the 
thanks  of  the  Board  to  his  Excellency  for  the  kind  as- 
surances he  has  given  of  his  regai-d  to  Harvard  College 
a^d  bis  complying  with  their  requests,  offered  to  him 
by  this  Board,  and  to  acquaint  the  Governor  that  we 
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firmly  rely  upon  the  declarations  he  has  b6en  pleased 
to  make  relating  to  a  charter  for  a  College  in  Hamp- 
shire, and  humbly  to  request  the  continuance  of.  bis 
&vor  to  the  Society  under  the  care  of  his  Excellency, 
as  Head  of  the  Board  of  Overseers." 

A  committee  was  also  appointed  "  to  guard  against 
the  influence  of  any  application  that  may  be  made  at 
borne  [in  England]  by  the  Hampshire  Petitioners,  for  a 
charter  from  home  or  elsewhere,  in  such  ways  as  they 
may  judge  most  effectual,  particularly  by  transmitting 
to  some  suitable  person  or  persons  at  home  a  copy  of 
the  reasons  presented  to  His  Excellency  against  the 
expediency  of  bis  granting  such  a  charter.'' 

The  Memoirs  of  Thomas  Hollis,  by  Archdeacon 
Biackbume,  contiun  some  striking  evidences  of  the 
solicitude  felt  upon  this  occasion,  and  of  the  jealousy 
with  which  Gov.  Bernard  was  regarded.  In  a  letter 
to.Mr.  Hollis,  April  6th,  1762,  Dr.Mayhew,  after  men- 
tioning the  apprehension  entertained  here  that  there 
was  "a  scheme  forming  for  sending  a  bishop  into  these 
•parts,"  and  that  Gov.  Bernard,  "a  true  Churchman, 
was  deep  in  the  plot,"  and  requesting  him  to  take 
measures  for  preventing  it,  writes  thus : 
.  "  There  bas  been  another  scheme  lately  set  on  foot 
here,  which  we  are  very  generally  of  opinion  would  be 
highly  prejudicial  to  Harvard  College,  and  indeed  to  the 
general  interests .  of  learning  amongst  us.  I  mean, 
founding  another  College  in  this  province  at  about  sev- 
enty or  eighty  miles  distant  from  the  former. 

"  A  number  of  persons  in  that  part  of  the  country 
lately  petitioned  our  General  Court  for  a  charter  to  that 
end ;  which  petition,  after  many  debates,  was  thrown 
out  Since  which  Mr.  Bernard  has  taken  it  upon  him, 
as  the  King's  Governor,  to  prepare  a  charter  for  that 
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purpose.  This  step  has  given  an  almost  universal  uq> 
easiness  and  alarm ;  not  only  as  we  think  the  scheme 
itself  of  bad  tendency,  but  also  because  we  generally 
suppose  that  the  Governor  has  no  such  authority  as  he 
asserts,  and  has  thus  assumed  to  himself,  of  granting 
charters. 

"  As  soon  as  the  Overseers  of  Harvard  College  (con- 
sisting of  all  the  members  of  his  Majesty's  Council, 
the  Congregational  ministers  of  Boston  and  five  other 
neighbouring  towns)  heard  of  the'  Governor's  taking 
this  step,  and  before  the  said  charter  was  actually  issued, 
though  signed  and  sealed,  they  had  a  meeting ;  and  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  reasons  against 
issuing  sEud  charter,  to  be  laid  before  his  Excellency ; 
which  has  been  done ;  those  reasons,  which  are  pretty 
lengthy,  having  been  drawn  up  by  your  humble  servant, 
instead  of  some  more  capable  person. 

"The  Governor  has  returned  an  answer  to  them, 
Buch  as  it  is.  He  has  however  prombed  to  suspend 
said  charter;  but  he  has  intimated  to  us,  that  the  per- 
sons who  sued  for  it  will  make  application  home  for 
another,  in  which  we  few  the  Governor  will  pve  them 
his  countenance. 

"  There  is  accordingly  a  large  committee  of  the  Board 
of  Overseers  (of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  one) 
appomted  to  transmit  the  reasons  against  founding  an- 
other College,  to  England ;  and  to  lodge  them  in  some 
proper  hands,  to  be  made  use  of  there,  if  there  should' 
be  occasion,  to  prevent  a  charter's  being  obtained  from 
thence.  Said  committee  is  also  empowered  to  make 
use  of  any  other  means,  which  to  tbem  may  seem  pro- 
per, to  the  same  end. 

"  This  was  but  three  or  four  days  ago,  and  we  have 
not  yet  had  a  meeting,  on  the  occasion ;  so  that  I  can- 
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not  iaform  you  to  whom  we  shall  more  directly  trans- 
mit the  said  reasons,  or  make  our  apphcation- 

"  Mr.  Mauduit  has  been  mentioned  by  some  persons 
on  the  occasion.  When  the  committee  meets  I  shall 
propose,  if  they  are  not  sent  immediately  to  you,  that 
the  person  to  whom  they  are  sent  shall  at  least  be  de- 
sired to  communicate  them  to  you,  and  to  some  other 
worthy  gentlemen,  whose  united  and  friendly  assistance, 
we  shall  eartiestly  crave,  if  there  should  be  occasion,  to 
prevent  a  scheme's  taking  effect  which  we  apprehend 
would  be  of  very  pernicious  consequence ;  of  which 
perhaps  you  may  have  niore  lights  to  form  a  judgment 
when  you  see  the  said  reasons.  And  I  know  you  are 
so  great  a  friend  to  this  country,  and  to  learning  in  gen- 
eral, that  you  would  cheerfully  lend  your  assistance  in 
any  proper  way,  in  opposition  to  whatever  appeared  to 
you  prejudicial  to  either. 

"I  am.  Sir,  with  the  warmest  regard,  and  most 
sincere  respect,  your  obliged,  and  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

"J.  Mathew. 

"P.  S.  Our.GeneralCourt  has  lately  mcorporated  a 
considerable  number  of  persons  here,  by  the  name  of 
'The  Society  for  propagating  Christian  Knowledge 
among  the  Indians  in  North  America;'  of  which  Society 
I  am  a  member.  The  act  of  incorporation  is  sent  home 
for  his  Majesty's  approbation,  without  which  it  cannot 
take  effect  I  shall  send  you  a  copy  of  it.  We  have 
about  £2000  already  subscribed  as  a  fund.  We  are 
not  without  apprehension  that  our  good  friends  o(  the 
Church  of  England  will  endeavour  to  obstruct  this 
scheme ;  but  hope  to  no  purpose.  If  our  charter  is 
confirmed,  we  shall  endeavour  to  get  our  subscription 
enlarged,  both  here  and  in  other  parts ;  and  apply  our- 
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selves  to  this  business,  in  the  prosecution  of  which  we 
are  however  in  expectation  of  meeting  with  many 
difficulties. 

"l  am,  &.C.  J.  M.** 

Mr.  Hollis's  answer  to  this  letter,  dated  July  28th, 
1762,  is  as  follows: 
"Dear  Sir, 

"The  scheme  of  sending  bishops  into  your,  and 
other  parts  of  the  British  colonies,  has  been  long  talked 
oC  and  is  not  unlikely,  some  time  or  other,  to  take  place. 
I  do  not  think  however  that  it  will  be  attempted  at 
present ;  but  whenever  it  is,  and  succeeds,  shall  be 
heartily  concerned  at  it. 

"  The  properest  person  that  I.  know  of  to  manage  an 
opposition  to  such  a  scheme  is  Mr.  Jasper  Mauduit, 
who  is  a  worthy  and  an  active  gentleman,  has  been  for 
some  years,  especially  since  Dr.  Avery's  decline,  a 
leader  among  the  Dissenters,  and  in  connecdon  with 
people  in  power ;  and  now,  I  apprehend,  is  likewise 
agent  for  your  province. 

"  He  is  also,  for  reasons  before  assigned,  the  likeliest 
to  traverse  with  efficacy  any  application  that  may  be 
made  here  at  home  for  granting  a  charter  for  the  erec- 
tion  of  a  new  College  in  your  province ;  an  application 
which,  should  it  sucoeed,  would  not  only  be  prejudicial 
to  Harvard  College,  and  the  general  interest  of  learning 
amongst  you,  but  throw  you  again,  by  degrees,  it  is 
probable,  with  the  other,  into  those  self-same  confu- 
sions that  your  ancestors  felt  once  here  at  home,  and 
magnanimously  got  rid  of,  by  seekmg  out  the  woods  of 
America." 

Mr.  Blackbume  observes  that  Got.  Bernard's  grant- 
ing a  charter  for  the  fomidation  of  a  new  Collie 
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"  might  be,  and  certainly  was  understood  by  the  people 
of  Boston,  as  a  preparatory  step  to  the  grand  project 
of  subjecting  tbem  to  episcopal  authority ;  for  it  may 
be  taken  for  granted  without  having  recourse  to  the 
terras  of  the  charter  itself  (which  by  this  time  is  far 
enough  out  of  the  way  of  exammation)  that  Got.  Ber- 
nard would  make  no  concessions  of  that  kind,  merely 
to  accommodate  the  non-episcopalians  of  that  Pro- 
™ce";  and  he  also  intimates  tiat  "his  Excellency 
would  hardly  have  suppressed  this  charter  if  he  him- 
self had  not  bad  some  doubts  "'  as  to  his  authority  for 
granting  it 

The  satisfaction,  produced  by  the  escape  from  this 
peril,  was  enjoyed  but  a  short  time,  when  the  College 
experienced  a  most  serious  calamity.  Boston  being 
infected  by  the  small-pox,  and  but  few  of  the  members 
of  the  General  Court  having  had  that  disorder,  this 
body  was  adjourned,  January  16th,  1764,  to  Cam- 
bridge. The  College  Library  was  occupied  by  the 
Governor  and  Council,  and  the  Hall  below  by  the  Rep- 
resentatives. On  the  night  of  the  24th  of  January  a 
fire  broke  out,  which  destroyed  Harvard  Hall,  with  all 
its  contents,  consisting  of  the  Library,  .Philosophical 
Apparatus,  and  many  articles  belonging  to  different 
persons,  who  bad  rooms  in  that  building.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  official  account  which  was  published  at  the 
time. 

1  Memoin  of  HoUis,  pp.  163,  164. 
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AN    ACCOUNT    OF    THE    FIKB    AT    HAKTARD    COLLEGE    IN   CAM- 
BRIDGE, WITH  THE  LOSS  SUSTAINED  THEBEBI. 

"  Cambi-idgey  January  25iA,  1764. 
"  Last  night  Harvard  College  suffered  the  most 
ruinous  loss  it  ever  met  with  since  its  fouDdation.  In 
the  middle  of  a  very  tempestuous  night,  a  severe  cold 
storm  of  snow,  attended  with  high  wind,  we  were 
awaked  by  the  alarm  of  fire.  Harvard-Hall,  the 
only  one  of  our  ancient  buildings  which  still  remained,* 
and  the  repository  of  our  most  valuable  treasures,  the 
public  Library  and  Philosophical  Apparatus,  was  seen 
in  flames.  As  it  was  a  time  of  vacation,  in  which  the 
students  were  all  dispersed,  not  a  single  person  was 
left  in  any  of  the  Colleges,  except  two  or  three  in  that 
part  of  Massachusetts  most  distant  from  Harvard, 
where  the  fire  could  not  be  perceived  till  the  whole 
surrounding  air  began  to  be  illuminated  by  it  When 
it  was  discovered  from  the  town,  it  had  risen  to  a  de- 
gree of  violence  that  defied  all  opposition.  It  is  con- 
jectured to  have  begun  in  a  beam  under  the  hearth  in 
the  Library,  where  a  fire  had  been  kept  for  the  use  of 
the  General  Court,  now  residing  and  sitdng  here,  by 
reason  of  the  small-pos  at  Boston  :  from  thence  it 
burst  out  into  the  library.  The  books  easily  submitted 
to  the  fury  of  the  flame,  which,  with  a  rapid  and  irre- 
sistible progress  made  its  way  into  the  Apparatus- 
Chamber,  and  spread  through  the  whole  building.  In 
a  very  short  time,  this  venerable  monument  of  the 
piety  of  our  ancestors  was  turned  into  an  heap  of  ruins. 
The  other  Colleges,  Stoughton-Hall   and  Massachu- 

"  "  Har?«rd-Hall,  43  feel  broad,  97  long,  and  four  Btories  higb,  was 
foonded  A.  D^  1673." 
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setts-Hall,  were  in  the  utmost  hazard  of  sharing  the 
same  fate.  The  wind  driving  the  flaming  cinders  di- 
rectly upon  their  roofs,  they  blazed  out  several  times 
in  different  places ;  nor  could  they  have  been  saved 
by  all  the  help  the  town  could  afford,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  assistance  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  General 
Court,  among  whom  his  Excellency  the  Grovemor  was 
very  active ;  who,  notwithstanding  the  extreme  rigor 
of  the  season,  exerted  themselves  in  supplying  the 
town  engine  with  waler,  which  they  were  obliged  to 
fetch  at  last  from  a  distance,  two  of  the  College  pumps 
being  then  rendered  useless.  Even  the  new  and 
beautiful  Hollis-Hall,  though  it  was  on  the  windward 
side,  hardly  escaped.  It  stood  so  near  to  Harvard, 
that  the  flames  actually  seized  it,  and,  if  they  had 
not  been  immediately  suppressed,  must  have  carried  it. 
"  But  by  the  blessing  of  God  on  the  vigorous  efforts 
of  the  assistants,  the  ruin  was  confined  to  Harvard- 
Hall  ;  and  there,  besides  the  destruction  of  the  private 
property  of  those  who  had  chambers  in  it,  the  public 
loss  is  very  great,  perhaps  irreparable.  The  Library 
and  the  Apparatus,  which  for  many  years  had  been 
growing,  and  were  now  judged  to  be  the  best  fur- 
nished in  America,  are  annihilated.  But  to  give  the 
public  a  more  distinct  idea  of  the  loss,  we  shall  ex- 
hibit a  summary  view  of  the  general  contents  of  each, 
as  far  as  we  can,  on  a  sudden,  recollect  them. 

"or  THE  LIBBART. 

^  It  contained, — The  Holy  Scriptures  in  almost  all 
boiguages,  with  the  most  valuable  Expositors  and 
Commentators,  ancient  and  modem :  —  The  whole  li- 
brary of  the  late  learned  Dr.  Lightfoot,  which  at  hia 
death  he  bequeathed  to  this  College,  and  contained  the 
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Targums,  Talmuds,  Rabbins,  Polygiot,  and  other  val- 
uable tracts  relative  to  Onental  literature,  which  is 
taught  here :  —  The  library  of  the  late  emineat  Dr. 
Tbeophilus  Gale  :  —  All  the  Fathers,  Greek  and  Latin, 
in  their  best  editions :  —  A  great  number  of  tracts  in 
defence  of  revealed  religion,  wrote  by  the  most  mas- 
terly hands,  in  the  last  and  present  century :  —  Ser- 
mons of  the  most  celebrated  English  divines,  both  of 
the  established  national  church  and  Protestant  dissen- 
ters :  —  Tracts  upon  all  the  branches  of  polemic  divin- 
ity :  —  The  donation  of  the  venerable  Society  for  propa- 
gating the  Gospel  in  foreign  parts,  consisting  of  a  great 
many  volumes  of  tracts  against  Popery,  published  in 
the  reigns  of  Charles  II.  and  James  II.,  the  Boylean 
lectures,  and  other  the  most  esteemed  English  ser- 
mons :  —  A  valuable  collection  of  modem  theological 
treatises,  presented  by  the  Kght  Rev.  Dr.  Sherlock, 
late  Lord  Bishop  of  London,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hales,  F.R,S., 
and  Dr.  Wilson  of  London :  —  A  vast  number  of  phi- 
lological tracts,  contuning  the  rudiments  of  almost  all 
languages,  ancient  and  modem :  — The  Hebrew,  Greek, 
and  Roman  andquities: — The  Greek  and  Roman 
Classics,  presented  by  the  late  excellent  and  catholic- 
spuited  Bishop  Berkeley,  most  of  them  the  best  edi- 
tions :  —  A  lai^e  collection  of  History  and  biographical 
b-acts,  ancient'and  modem :  — Dissertations  on  various 
political  subjects: — The  Transactions  of  the  Royal 
Society,  Academy  of  Sciences  in  France,  Acta  Erudi- 
torum,  Miscellanea  Curiosa,  the  works  of  Boyle  and 
Newton,  with  a  great  variety  of  other  mathemadcal 
and  philosophical  treatises: — A  collection  of  the  most 
approved  Medical  Authors,  chiefly  presented  by  Mr. 
James,  of  the  island  of  Jamiuca,  to  which  Dr.  Mead 
and  other  gendemen  made  very  considerable  additions ; 
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also  Anatomical  Cuts,  and  two  complete  Skeletons  of 
different  sexes.  This  Collection  would  have  been 
very  serviceable  to  a  Professor  of  Physic  and  Anatomy, 
when  the  revenues  of  the  College  should  have  been 
sufficient  to  subsist  a  gentleman  in  this  character:  — 
A  few  ancient  and  valuable  Manuscripts  in  different 
languages: — A  pair  of  exceUent  new  Globes  of  the 
largest  size,  presented  by  Andrew  Oliver,  Jr.,  Esq. :  — 
A  variety  of  Curiosities,  natural  and  artificial,  both  of 
American  and  foreign  produce :  —  A  font  of  Greek 
types  (which,  as  we  had  not  yet  a  printing-office,  was 
reposited  in  the  library)  presented  by  our  great  bene- 
factor the  late  worthy  Thomas  Hollis,  Esq.,  of  London ; 
whose  picture,  as  large  as  the  life,  and  institutions  for 
two  Professorships  and  ten  Scholarships,'  perished  in 
the  flames.  Some  of  the  most  considerable  additions 
that  bad  been  made  of  late  years  to  the  library,  came 
from  other  branches  of  this  generous  family. 

"The  library  contained  above  five  thousand  volumes, 
all  which  were  consumed,  except  a  few  books  in  the 
hands  of  the  members  of  the  House ;  and  two  dona- 
tions, one  made  by  our  iate  honorable  Lieutenant  Gov- 
enior  Dummer,  to  the  value  of  .£50  sterling ;  the  other 
<rf  fifty-six  volumes,  by  the  present  worthy  Thomas 
Hollis,  Esq.,  F.  R.  S.,  of  London,  to  whom  we  have 
been  annually  obliged  for  valuable  additions  to  our  late 
Library:  which  donations,  being  but  lately  received, 
had  not  the  proper  boxes  prepared  for  them  ;  and  so 
escaped  the  general  ruin. 

**  As  the  Library  records  are  burnt,  no  doubt  some 
valuable  benefactions  have  been  omitted  in  this  ac- 
count, which  was  drawn  up  only  by  memory. 

1  HoUis*!  Scbolanhipfl. 
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"of  the  apparatus. 

"  When  the  late  worthy  Thomas  Hollis,  Esq.,  of 
London,  founded  a  Professorship  of  Mathematics  and 
Philosophy  in  Harvard  College,  he  sent  a  fine  Ap- 
paratus for  Experimental  Philosophy  in  its  several 
branches. 

"  Under  the  head  of  Mechanics,  there  were  ma- 
chmes  for  experiments  of  falling  bodies,  of  the  centre 
of  gravity,  and  of  centrifugal  forces  ;  the  several  me- 
chanical powers,  balances  of  different  sorts,  levers, 
pullies,  axes  in  peritrochio,  wedges,  compound  engines, 
with  curious  models  of  each  in  brass. 

"  In  Hydrostatics,  very  nice  balances,  jars,  and 
bottles  of  various  sizes  fitted  with  brass  caps,  vessels 
for -proving  the  grand  hydrostatic  Paradox,  siphons, 
glass  models  of  pumps,  hydrostatic  balance,  &.c. 

"  In  Pneumatics,  there  was  a  number  of  different 
tubes  for  the  Torricellian  experiment,  a  large  double- 
barrelled  Air-pump,  with  a  great  variety  of  receivers 
of  different  sizes  and  shapes  ;  syringes,  exhausting  and 
condensing ;  Barometer,  Thermometer ;  with  many 
other  articles. 

"  In  Optics,  there  were  several  sorts  of  mirrors, 
concave,  convex,  cylindric ;  Lenses  of  different  foci ; 
instruments  for  provmg  the  fundamental  law  of  re- 
fraction; Prisms,  with  the  whole  apparatus  for  the 
Newtonian  theory  of  light  and  colors;  the  camera 
obscura,  &lc 

"  And  a  variety  of  instruments  for  miscellaneous 
purposes. 

"  The  following  articles  were  afterwards  sent  us  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Hollis,  nephew  to  that  generous  gentle- 
man, viz.,  an  Orrery,  an  armillary  Sphere,  and  a  box 
of  Microscopes ;  all  of  exquisite  workmanship. 
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"  For  Astronomy,  we  had  before  been  supplied  with 
Telescopes  of  different  lengths ;  one  of  24  feet ;  and 
a  brass  Quadrant  of  2  feet  radius,  carrying  a  Teles- 
cope of  a  greater  length,  which  formeriy  belonged  to 
the  celebrated  Dr.  Halley.  We  had  also  the  most 
useful  instrunients  for  Dialling ;  and  for  Surveying,  a 
brass  semi-circle,  with  plain  sights  and  magnetic  needle. 
Also,  a  curious  Telescope,  with  a  complete  apparatus 
for  taking  the  difference  of  Level ;  lately  presented  by 
Christopher  Kilby,  Esq. 

**  Many  very  valuable  additions  have  of  late  years 
been  made  to  this  apparatus  by  several  generous 
benefactors,  whom  it  would  be  ingratitude  not  to 
■  commemorate  here,  as  no  vestiges  of  their  donations 
remain.  We  are  under  obligatioD  to  mention  particu- 
larly, the  late  Sir  Peter  Warren,  Knt ;  Sir  Henry 
Frankiand,  Bart. ;  Hon.  Jonathan  Belcher,  Esq.,  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  of  Nova  Scotia ;  Thomas  Hancock, 
Esq. ;  James  Bowdoin, .  Esq. ;  Ezekiel  Goldthwait, 
Esq. ;  John  Hancock,  A.  M.,  of  Boston,  and  Mr.  Gil- 
bert Harrison  of  London,  merchant.  From  these  gen- 
tlemen we  received  fine  reflecting  Telescopes  of  dif- 
ferent magnifying  powers,  and  adapted  to  different 
observations  ;  Microscopes  of  the  several  sorts  now  in 
use ;  Hadley's  Quadrant  fitted  in  a  new  manner ;  a 
nice  Variation  Compass,  and  Dipping  needle ;  with 
instruments  for  the  several  magnetical  and  electrical 
experiments, — all  new,  and  of.  excellent  workman- 
ship.— All  destboted  ! ' 

^  "  Hr.  HolliB  used  to  mention  it  bb  a  singular  circumstance  which 
gave  him  pleasure,  that  Tour  large  caaea  of  curioiu  and  rare  booka  wera 
sent  b;  him  to  New  England,  and  landed  at  the  custom-bouse,  and  for- 
tunately not  received  into  the  Library  of  Harvard  College,  which  was 
soon  aAer  bunit.    By  this  delay  theae  booka  were  saved.    Among 
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President  Holyoke  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  HolHs  says, 
"No  single  thing  could  be  saved.*'  He  also  says,  the 
Library  "  at  least  consisted  of  5000  volumes. "  ' 

Afflicting  as  this  occurrence  was  to  all  the  friends  of 
learning  in  the  country,  it  was  far  ftx)m  producing  any 
weak  depression  or  despondency.  The  leading  char- 
acters of  that  day  were  energetic,  active,  and  public- 
spirited.  They  were  men  to  set  an  example  to  future 
generations  on  every  occasion  requiring  energy  of 
thought  and  conduct ;  being  no  less  than  the  immortal 
authors  of  the  American  revolution,  already  in  its  first 
stage  of  preparation.  From  such  men  the  most  prompt 
and  strenuous  efforts  to  repair  the  injury  were  to  have 
been  expected. 

On  the  day  but  one  succeeding  the  disaster  Gov- 
ernor Bernard  sent  the  following  message  to  that 
branch  which  had  charge  of  the  public  purse. 

"Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

"I  heartily  condole  with  you  on  the  unfortunate  Acci- 
dent which  has  happened  to  the  College,  and  we  have 
been  the  melancholy  Spectators  of. 

"  As  your  Bounty  has  just  now  been  largely  extended 
to  that  society,  I  should  not  so  soon  ask  you  to  repeat 
it  upon  any  common  occasion:  but  as  this  extraordina- 
ry event  has  come  whilst  the  building  was  in  your  imme- 
diate occupation,  there  seems  to  be  an  obligadon  that 
you  should  replace  it  However,  whether  it  is  con- 
sidered as  a  duty,  or  a  fresh  call  for  your  benevolence 
I  shall  be  glad  to  join  with  you  and  the  Council,  in 
proper  measures  to  retrieve  this  loss." 

tbem  45  volumes  of  tracts,  collected  by  Dr.  Wallu,  and  otlnr  books 
which  he  atid  he  could  not  procure  apio,  nor  ahonld  attempt  it"  — 
JUemotr*  iff  Hwnuu  HoBu.  II.  p-  607. 
1  Ibid.  p.  731. 
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The  subject  was  immediately  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  it  was  then  unanimously  voted  that,  *'Har- 
Tard  College  be  rebuilt  at  the  cb^u'ge  of  the  prov- 
ince.'* On  the  same  day  the  Council  gave  this  vote 
their  unanimous  coaciurence ; '  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  carry  it  into  effect ;  and  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  pounds  was  granted  out  of  the  public 
Treasury  "  to  enable  them  to  begin  and  carry  on  the 
work."  It  was  also  resolved  that  the  Committee  should 
"procure  a  water-engine  for  the  use  of  the  College,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  pounds  in  value." 

With  some  additions  afterwards  made,  this  Committee 
were  Mr.  Tyler,  Mr.  Otis,  Mr.  Cashing,  Mr.  Boardman, 
Mr.  Trowbridge,  Capt  Henley,  and  President  Holyoke. 

The  guardians  and  governors  of  the  College  were  not 
wanting  on  their  part  in  this  emergency.  "A  Committee 
of  Correspondence  for  obtaming  benefactions  from  Great 
Britain,  or  other  places,  in  order  to  restore  the  Library 
and  Apparatus,  and  a  Committee  for  procuring  subscrip- 
tions," for  the  same  objects,  were  speedily  appointed.* 
The  former  of  these  Committees  consisted  of  Lieut. 
Gov.  Hutchinson,  Secretary  Oliver,  Commbsary  Hub- 
bard, Dr.  Sewall,  Mr.  Pemberton,  President  Holyok^ 
and  Mr.  Eliot ;  the  latter  of  Dr.  Chauncy,  Professor 
Wtnthrop,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Eliot,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cooper. 
Letters  were  written  to  several  gentlemen  in  England, 
to  Thomas  HolUs  Esq.,  to  Richard  Jackson  Esq.,  to  Dr. 
Avery,  Chdrman  of  the  Committee  of  Dissenters,  and  to 
Jasper  Mauduit  Esq.,  agent  for  the  province,  "  desiring 
their  interest  with  their  respective  friends  in  favour 
of  the  College."  The  Governor  was  requested  "  to 
make  use  of  his  influence  in  Great  Britain  to  procure 


1  CoUese  Rectvda.  ■  Overseen'  Records. 
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benefactions  "  for  it ;  and  a  similar  request  was  made 
to  "  such  members  c^  the  Board  of  Overseers  as  had 
correspondence  with  persons  of  character"  in  that 
country.  * 

These  proceedings  were  attended  with  the  most 
gratifying  success.  On  this  side  the  water  the  sub- 
scriptions were  very  numerous.  Gov.  Bernard,  who, 
whatever  his  merits  were  as  Gov.  of  the  Province,  was 
certainly  a  good  friend  to  Harvard  College,  gave  a 
targe  collection  of  valuable  books,  more  than  300  vol- 
umes, and  ten  guineas  in  money.  The  Hon.  Thomas 
Hubbard  subscribed  ^100  sterUng,  half  to  the  Library, 
and  half  to  the  Philosophical  Apparatus.  WiUiam 
Greenleaf  gave  ten  guineas  and  books  to  the  value  of 
j£20  sterUng.  The  Rev.  John  Barnard  of  Marblehead, 
besides  many  books  from  his  own  Library,  presented 
books  imported  from  England  to  the  value  of  £10  steri- 
ing.  Azor  Ome  Esq.,  of  the  same  town,  subscribed  .£20 
sterling.  The  Hon.  James  Bowdoin  presented  an 
Orrery,  which  cost  ,£86.  5s.  sterling.  LieuL  Gov. 
Hutchinson,  the  Hon.  Andrew  Oliver,  the  Hod.  Ben- 
jamin Pickman,  and  his  son,  Benjamin  Pickman  Jun. 
Esq.,  the  Hon.  Issac  Royall,  Nicholas  Boylston,  Esq., 
President  Hotyoke,  Thomas  Saunders  Esq.,  of  Glou- 
cester, and  Epes  Sargent  Esq.,  of  the  same  place,  with 
others,  contributed  liberally.  *  The  sums  subscribed 
were,  as  usual  on  similar  occasions,  exceedingly  vari- 
ous ;  some  of  them  being  only  a  few  shiUings.  But, 
the  diflFerence  in  the  value  of  money,  and  in  the  means 
of  bestowing,  bemg  considered,  the  gift  of  a  shilling 
was  then,  probably,  equal  to  that  of  a  pound  at  the  pres- 
ent day. 

1  Oreneon*  R«conl8.  s  Donation  Book. 
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On  the  2d  of  October.  1764.  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed for  procuring  subscriptions  presented  to  the 
Overseers  the  following  "  Report,  that  they  have  at- 
tended that  service,  and,  having  made  applicatitHi  to  a 
great  number  of  gentlemen  in  the  most  considerable 
towns  in  the  province,  have  been  so,  successful  as  to 
obtaiu  from  the  generous  friends  of  religion  and  learn- 
ing the  sum  of  eight  hundred  fifty-two  pounds  eight 
shillings  and  six  pence  sterling  in  cash.  Over  and 
above  which  Mr.  John  Hancock  has  generously  fulfilled 
the  intention  of  his  late  uncle,  the  Honorable  Thomas 
Hancock  Esq.,  by  subscribing  five  hundred  pounds 
sterimg  to  purchase  books  by  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee. '  Several  other  Gentlemen  have  also  subscribed 
particular  sums  which  they  purpose  to  give  in  books  to 
the  amount  of  eighty-eight  pwunds  eight  shillings  ster- 
ling. Besides  a  large  Collection  of  books  given  by  a 
number  of  gentlemen  to  the  value,  as  we  judge,  of  above 
one  hundred  pounds  sterling  and  three  pair  of  globes. 
The  several  appropriations  will  appear  in  the  annexed 
accoimt  in  distinct  columns  according  to  the  direction 
of  the  Honorable  and  Reverend  Overseers. 

Cambridge,  Oct.  2d,  1764. 

CHARLES  CHAUNCY. 
Per  Order  of  the  Committee." 

This  report  havmg  also  been  presented  to  "  the  Rev- 
erend the  CoTporatlon,"  this  body  passed  the  following 
vote,  which  was  consented  to  by  the  Overseers :  "  Upon 
receiving  the  report  of  the  worthy  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  procure  subscriptions  for  an  Apparatus  and  Libra- 
ry in  the  room  of  those  lately  consumed  by  6re,  we 

1  OverHen*  Recordi. 
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heartily  congratulate  them  upon  their  happy  success 
and  return  them  our  warmest  thanks  for  the  activity 
and  zeaL  they  have  manifested  in  that  service,  —  and 
pray  them  to  return  our  most  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments, to  the  several  generous  benefactors."'  This 
concluding  request  was  duly  complied  with  by  the 
Committee.  The  thanks  of  the  Corporation  and  Over- 
seers were  also  voted  to  Ezekiel  Goldthwait  Esq.,  of 
Boston,  for  his  services  in  proctuing  subscriptifxis,  and 
for  his  kind  offices  to  the  College. 

A  catalogue  of  books,  to  be  purchased  with  the  <£500 
mentioned  in  the  above  report,  was  sent  to  Londtm. 
The  books  cost  ^4.  ]4«.  steriing  more  than  that  sum ; 
and  Mr.  Hancock,  afterwards  so  distinguished  smoag 
the  patriots  of  the  Revolution,  **  generously  added  it  to 
his  donation."'  These  books  amounted  to  1096  vcJ- 
mnes,  and  filled  ao  alcove  in  the  Library. 

The  Province  of  New-Hampshire  not  having  as  yet 
any  College  of  its  own'  to  divert  its  interest  from 
Harvard  College,  hitherto  the  Alma  Mater  of  her  edu- 
cated men  as  well  as  of  those  of  Massachusetts,  the 
General  Assembly  of  that  province,  by  the  recommen- 
dation of  Gov.  Benning  Wentworth,  who  had  been  e^ 
plied  to  by  the  Corporation  on  the  subject,  voted  ^00 
sterling  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  books  for  the 
Library.  A  Catalogue  was  sent  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  East 
Apthorp',  then  in  England ;  *  and  by  his  care  books  to 
the  number  of  743  volumes,  enough  to  fill  three  quarters 
of  an  alcove,  were  purchased  with  that  sum.  The  gen- 
tleman, who  rendered  this  kind  office  to  the  Cdlege, 


*  OveTseera'  Records.  s  College  Records. 
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was  a  native  of  Boston,  but  received  his  education  at 
the  University  of  Cambridge  in  England,  and  came 
back  to  this  country  as  a  missionary  from  the  Society 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts. 
la  that  capacity  he  resided  m  the  town  of  Cambridge, 
and  was  the  first  minister  of  the  beautiful  Episcopal 
church  built  here  in  1760.  The  pubhcation  of  his  Ser- 
mon at  the  opening  of  that  Church  inflamed  the  Episco- 
pal controversy.  Finding  his  situation,  in  consequence, 
not  very  comfortable,  he  remained  here  but  a  few 
years,  and,  retunung  to  England,  he  obtained  val- 
uable preferments  in  the  church,  and  lived  till  the 
year  1816,  highlyrespected  for  his  learning  and  accom- 
plishments.' 

It  seems  at  that  period  to  have  been  a  matter  of  course 
to  look  to  Great  Britaui  for  assistance  on  such  an 
occasion  as  the  present.  She  was  regarded  with  affec- 
tion and  respect  as  the  venerable  mother-country ;  the 
inhabitants  of  "both  Englands"  considered  themselves 
as  fellow-subjects  of  one  great  Empire,  as  members  of 
the  same  family';  and  old  England  was  familiarly  desig- 
nated here  by  the  endearing  appellation  of  home.  Ap- 
plications for  assistance  were  accordingly  made,  as  al- 
ready stated,  to  brethren  at  home,  and  were  met  in  a 
truly  fraternal  manner.  Persons  of  different  denomina- 
tions, churchmen  as  well  as  Dissenters,  recogmsed,  if  I 
may  so  speak,  the  common  obligation. 

No  one  of  them  appears  to  have  taken  a  strongerin- 
terest  in  the  College  at  this  time,  or  to  have  exerted 
himself  with  more  effect  to  repair  its  loss  than  that 
"  worthy  and  active  gentleman,"  *  Jasper  Mauduit  Esq. 
Upon  his  motion,  probably,  "The  society  for  Propagate 

1  G«titlemu'B  Haguine  fot  1816.  ■  Uem.  of  Hollis,  L  161. 
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ing  the  Qospel  in  New  England  and  parLs  adjacent,"  of 
which  Mr.  Mauduit  was  Secretary'  [Governor*]  gave 
^00  sterling.  The  main  object  of  this  Society,  which 
belonged  to  the  Dissenters,  was  the  conversion  €^  the 
Indians  to  Christiantty ;  and  it  is  curious  to  see  how  the 
General  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Society  managed  to 
bring  this  appropriation  within  the  hmits  of  that  object, 
as  in  the  following  vote  passed  April  6th,  1 764,  and  com- 
municated to,  the  Overseers  by  Mr.  Mauduit.  •*  The 
Court  having  taken  into  consideration  the  intention  of 
theu-  Charter,  that  the  SEud  CoUedge  had  heretofore  and 
still  continued  to  be  of  great  service  in  educating  and  in- 
structing young  men  who  have  afterwards  become  and 
probably  may  be  useful  missionaries  among  the  Heathen 
Indians  —  And  whereas  the  worics  <^[hous  and  learned 
authors  are  among  the  most  necessary  means  of  edu- 
cation and  instruction,  do  resolve  that  the  Treasurer  do 
apply  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  j£200  towards  pm*- 
closing  such  books  as  he  shall  think  most  useful  for  the 
said  purpose."  A  few  months  afterwards  this  Society 
added  to  tins  sum  ^100,  making  their  donation  the 
amount  above  stated.  Catalogues  were  sent  to  Mr. 
Mauduit,  who  invested  this  money  to  such  advantage 
that  the  books,  transmitted  by  him,  completely  filled 
an  alcove,  being  1101  volumes. 

The  good  offices  of  this  gendeman  were  exerted  ia 
various  ways  and  with  persons  of  different  ranks  and 
orders.  But  not  content  with  bestowing  bis  time  and 
attention,  he  also  contributed  from  his  own  purse.  He 
and  his  brother,  Israel  Mauduit,  gave  .£60  sterling 
with  a  large  number  of  books ;  and  it  was  voted  by  the 
J3verseers,  Oct.   16th,  1764,  "that  the  thanks  of  tlus 

1  Overaoaia'  Becorda.  >  Donation  Book. 
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Board  be  giv^n  to  Jasper  and  Israel  Mauduit,  Esqrs. 
for  their  generosity  and  friendship  to  the  College,  and 
that  they  be  desired  to  continue  their  good  offices  to 
that  society."  They  were  also  requested  to  ^ve  the 
thanks  of  the  board  to  the  other  generous  benefactors 
of  the  Cdlege.  * 

Among  those  may  be  mentioned  the  Archbishop  of 
York  and  Mr.  Timothy  Hollis,  who  gave  each  .£20 
sterling ;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Harris  of  Hontton,  Devonshire, 
who  presented  a  large  number  of  valuable  books ;  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Lardner,  Mr.  Joseph  Jennmgs,  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Nea],  the  Rev.  George  Whitefield,  Dr.  Fothergill, 
Barlow  Trecothick  Esq.,  afterwards  Lord  Mayor  of 
London ;  Samuel  Savage  Esq.,  Merchant  of  London ; 
Gov.  PownaD,  SamueJ  Sparrow,  William  Boyer,  Rich- 
ard Jackson  Esq.,  John  EUicott,  and  others ;  each  of 
whom  made  valuable  donations  to  the  Library  and  Phi- 
losophical Apparatus.  Thomas  Wibird  Esq.  gave  .£50.  * 

The  Rev.  Dr.  John  Erskine,  and  A.  Kincald,  both  of 
Scotland,  presented  each  a  number  of  valuable  books 
to  the  Library.  The  Society  for  Propagating  Christian 
Knowledge  in  Scotland  gave  <£30  sterling  in  books. 

At  die  instance,  probably,  of  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, Dr.  Seeker,  who  had  "  expressed  a  kmd  and 
catholic  regard  for  Harvard  College,"  and  who  was 
President  of  the  "  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,"  this  society  gave  .£100  ster- 
ling towards  replacing  the  Library. ' 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  at  the  very  time  jvhen 
those  Episcopal  cleigymen  were  conducting  them- 
selves towards  their  fellow-subjects  of  Massachusetts 
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in  this  friendly  manner,  they  were  encountering,  from 
the  honest-hearted  recipients  of  their  bounty,  the  most 
strenuous  opposition  to  their  endeavours  to  promote  the 
cause  of  Episcopacy  in  this  part  of  the  British  empire ; 
that  some  of  them  had  personal  causes  of  initation, 
and  that  the  conduct  of  the  last  named  society  ^had  just 
been  severely  censured  here,  particularly  by  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  Mayhew,  as  at  variance  with  its  charter. 

Numerous  and  liberal  as  were  the  benefactions  re- 
ceived from  these  various  persons  and  societies  in 
Great  Britain,  those.of  Thomas  HoUis  Esq.,  of  Lincoln's 
Inn,  exceeded  in  amount  the  whole  of  them  united. 
This  extraordinary  man  inherited  the  estate  of  his  great 
uncle,  Thomas  Hollis,  of  whc^e  bounty  to  the  College 
so  much  has  already  been  SEud  in  this  work.  Possess- 
ing a  kindred  spirit  with  that  excellent  man,  he  de- 
voted his  life  and  fortune  to  acts  of  beneficen<fe.  Har- 
vard College  attracted  his  attention  at  an  early  period. 
Some  of  his  gifts  were  destroyed  by  the  fire.  Imme- 
diately after  this  event,  he  gave  £200  steriing  to  aid  in 
replacing  the  philosophical  apparatus,  and  began  to 
purchase  books  for  the  Library.  "I  am  preparing," 
says  he,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Mayhew,  "  and  gomg  on  with 
my 'mite  to  Harvard  College,  and  lament  the  loss  it  has 
suffered  exceedingly ;  but  hope  a  public  library  will  no 
more  be  turned  into  a  council-room."  ^  He  continued 
transmitting  books  till  within  three  or  four  years  of  his 
death,  which  took  place  in  1774  The  whole  amoimt 
of  his  benefactions  during  bis  lifetime,  was  supposed  to 
exceed  X1400  sterling;*  and  at  his  death  he  left  j£500, 
now  cODstitutiag,  with  some  unexpended  interest,  a 
fund  of  ^3000,  the  income  of  which  is  apphed  to  the 
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purchase  of  books.  He  not  only  gave  his  money,  but 
his  time,  his  attention,  and  his  labor.  He  took  unwea- 
ried pains  to  collect  the  best  books,  in  various  languages, 
ancient  and  modern,  and  in  all  the  departments  of 
science  and  literature. ' 

In  one  of  the  tributes  to  his  memory,  which  ap- 
peared soon  after  his  decease,  and  which  arfc  preserv- 
ed in  that  interesting  work,  *'  The  Memoirs  of  Thomas 
Hollis,"  by  Archdeacon  Blackbume,  it  was  jusdy  ob- 


1  Besides  the  tatrinaic  value  of  the  worka  presented  by  Mr.  Hallis, 
there  is  much  ibout  them  which  indicates  a,  lively  interest  in  his  benev- 
olent occupation.  The  binding  is  always  in  the  best  style;  on  the 
coven  Etre  curious  emblemHtical  .decoratioos ;  and  the  books  often  con- 
tain notes  HJid  remarka  in  hie  own  hand-nriting.  Such  e;Tpres3ions  as 
"Ut  Spnrgam!"  "Felicity  is  Freedom,"  &c,  frequently  occur;  and 
nometimes  bibliographical  and  other  notices  of  considerable  extent  A 
few  specimens  of  these  will  not,  it  is  believed,  be  unacceptable  to  the 
reader. 

Stephens^  Thesaurus  Greece  LinguK,  for  example,  is  accompanied 
with  the  following  notice  ;  "  T.  H.  has  been  lookihg  out,  about  two 
years,  for  a  fine  copy  of  Harry  Stephens'  Greek  Thesaurus  fiir  Harvard 
College.  At  length  he  has  purchased  one  out  of  the  Library  of  tho 
learned  Dr.  Samuel  Chandler.  It  can  hardly  he  imagined  what  diffi- 
culty there  is,  even  where  money  and  industry  are  not  wanting,  to  procure 
good  cojHea  of  the  old  and  best  editions  of  olaoaical  and  prime  authors." 
In  the  Thesaurus  Linguss  Ar^ice  of  Giggeius,  he  says  ;  "This  is  a 
fine  copy  of  a  very  scarce  work.  T.  H.  has  been  particularly  industri- 
ou  in  collectingGrammarsandLeziconsof  the  oriental  Aoof  languages,  . 
to  send  to  Harvard  College,  in  hopes  of  forming  by  that  means,  assisted 
by  the  energy  of  the  leaders,  always  beneficent,  a  few  prime  Schelart, 
honours  to  Uieir  country,  and  lights  to  mankind,"  &.c. 

In  the  splendid  large-paper,  loyal  copy  of  Walton's  Polyglott  Bible 
(remarkable  more  particularly  as  containing  a  Dtdieation  to  CharU*  Vtt 
Second,)  he  writes  thus ;  "  Thomas  Hollis,  an  Englishman,  a  Lover  of 
Uberty,  civil  and  religious,  citizen  of  the  world,  is  desirous  of  having 
the  honor  to  present  this  set  of  books  (a  gift  originally  of  the  author  of 
it  to  Edward  Hyde,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Chancellor  of  England,)  to  the 
public  library  of  Harvard  College,  at  Cambridge,  in  New  England. 
Pall  Hall,  Aug.  13,  1764." 
38 
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served  "  that  in  his  death  Liberty  lost  her  champion. 
Humanity  her  treasurer,  and  Charity  her  steward." ' 

In  the  mean  time  the  buildtag  of  the  hall  was  pro- 
ceeding. It  was  not  completely  finished  however  till 
the  year  1766.  '  It  is  entirely  of  brick,  and  stands  on 
the  very  spot  where  the  building  did,  which  was  burnt, 
and  from  which  it  has  received  the  name  of  Harvard 
HalL  There  have  never  been  any  apartments  in  it, 
as  there  were  in  that,  for  the  occupation  of  students  w 
others ;  but  it  has  been  used  exclusively  for  the  gene- 
ral purposes  of  the  institution.  The  western  half  of  the 
upper  story  contained  the  Library  in  ten  alcoves  or  re- 
ces3es,five  on  each  side;  and  the  eastern  half  was  divided 
into  rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Philosophical 
Department,  and  a  museum  of  natural  and  artificial 
curiosities.  On  the  eastern  half  of  the  lower  floor  was 
the  Commons  Hall,  and  on  the  western,  the  ChapeL 
Of  all,  but  the  western  half  of  the  upper  floor,  a 
different  disposition  has  since  been  made.  The  clock 
and  bell  of  the  University  remain  still  attached  to 
this  building.  It  is  said  the  design  of  this  edifice 
was  furnished  by  Gov.  Bernard,  and  that  "while 
it  was  building,  he  would  suSer  not  the  least  devia- 
tion from  his  plan,  to  be  made."  '  The  cost  of  the 
new  Hall  was  X6112  I8s.  7^  In  addition  to  this, 
various  sums  were  pjud  out  of  the  public  treasury  to 
officers  and  students,  who  lost  property,  amounting 
in  all  to  £685  14s.  8d;  so  that,  including  the  fire-en- 
gine, the  Proviace  by  this  event  was  put  to  the  expense 
of  nearly  £6900,  or  23,000  dollars,  besides  other  mci- 


1  MeBomraof  Hollis,  Vol.  I.  p.  468. 
*  Journal  of  H.  of  Rep.  of  Mam. 
»  Eliot's  Biog.  Diet.  art.  Sentard. 
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dental  charges ;  a  loss,  which  could  not  be  so  easily 
borne  then,  as  tea  times  that  amount  might  at  the  pre- 
sent day. 

The  result  of  all  these  labors  and  bounties  was 
gratifying  in  the  highest  degi'ee.  An  old  building,  old 
books,  and  old  instruments  were  exchanged  for  new, 
more  elegant,  and  in  many  respects  more  valuable 
ones ;  and  an  impulse  was  given  towards  the  augmen* 
tation  of  the  Library  which  is  felt  to  the  present  mo- 
ment, and  has  raised  it  to  a  point,  whicb  almost  secures 
to  it  a  due  measure  of  attention  in  future.  The  only 
evib  suffered  by  the  College  from  an  event,  which  at 
first  nearly  threatened  its  very  existence,  was  a  short 
temporary  deprivation  of  some  accommodations  and  of 
some  of  the  means  and  instruments  of  study ;  and  even 
for  this,  in  one  important  particular,  a  remedy  was  pro- 
vided by  a  vote  of  the  Corporation,  in  June,  1764, 
allowing  those,  who  were  then  candidates  for  their  first 
degree,  an  advantage  which  they  must  otherwise  lose, 
that  of  attending  afterwards  a  course  of  mathematical 
and  philosophic^  expenments,  as  soon  as  the  ^paratus 
then  about  to  be  sent  for  should  arrive.  * 

Nor  was  this  deprivation  so  important  as  it  would 
•  have  been,  had  not  the  students  been  prevented  fiY)m 
attending  College  by  another  cause.  That  once  terri- 
ble scourge  of  man,  the  small-pox,  had  occasionally 
interrupted  the  business  of  the  society  and  scattered 
its  members,  probably  from  its  first  establishment.  This 
was  particularly  the  case  in  the  year  1 764.  The  students 
were  absent  from  the  College  on  account  of  it  for  seve- 
ral months  immediately  succeeding  the  fire  ;  so  that,  the 

1  Orenieere'  Records. 
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requisite  preparations  for  Commencement  having  been 
precluded,  and  the  danger  of  infection  being  much  in- 
creased at  that  time,  by  the  great  resort  of  people  from 
Boston  and  other  places,  the  presence  of  those  who 
were  to  take  their  degrees  as  usual,  was  not  required 
this  year. 

President  Holyoke  was  bom  in  Boston,  had  the  rudi- 
ments of  his  education  at  the  North  Grammar  School, 
and  was  graduated  at  Cambridge  in  the  year  1706. 
He  was  chosen  Tutor  in  1712,  the  next  year  a  Fellow 
of  the  Corporation,  and  in  1737,  President  of  the  In- 
stitution, which  flourished  under  his  goTemment  He 
died  during  the  first  week  in  June,  1769;  on  which 
occasion  the  following  just  and  highly  honorable  char- 
acter of  him  was  drawn  up  by  one  of  the  Fellows  of 
the  College : 

"  Those,  who  haxe'  subdued  nations  and  ravaged 
empires,  have  not  fiuled  of  writers,  who  have  recorded 
their  heroic  deeds,  and  raised  hterary  monuments  to 
their  memory.  But  let  not  the  hero — rather  the 
homicide,  who  has,  in  one  day,  ruined  whole  provin- 
ces ; — let  not  the  tyrant,  who  has  owed  his  greatness 
to  the  slavery  of  miUions,  be  celebrated  in  the  records 
,  of  fame,  while  the  patron  of  science,  the  friend  of 
mankind,  and  the  advocate  of  rehgion,  who  has  always 
aimed  at  promoting  the  h{q)piness  of  the  world,  have 
his  actions  passed  over  in  silence,  and  his  name  buried 
m  obhvion !  RaAer,  let  those  public  robbers  —  the 
enemies  of  their  species,  be  held  in  ereriasting  con- 
tempt and  detestation;  while  these  worthies,  wb<^  like 
the  all-cheering  sun,  have  diffused  their  benign  influ- 
ences around,  have  their  names  transmitted  with  hon- 
or to  the  latest  posterity. 
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"  To  commemorate  the  virtues  of  men  of  this  lat- 
ter character,  who  have  acted  their  part  well  on  the 
stage  of  life,  is  always  grateful  to  generous  minds ; 
and  while  benevolence  and  gratitude  prompt  to  it,  the 
voice  of  the  world  justly  demands  it.  Of  this  charac- 
ter was  the  Reverend  Edward  Holtoke,  late  Presi- 
dent of  Harvard  College,  who  departed  this  life  last 
Thursday,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  the 
eightieth  year  of  his  age.  An  attempt  therefore,  to 
produce  to  view  some  of  the  many  excellent  qualities 
that  distinguished  him,  cannot  but  be  approved  by  all, 
but  the  foes  of  virtue. 

"This  venerable  man  was  descended  from  an  an- 
cient and  reputable  family ;  but  fat  from  entirely  deriv- 
ing his  dignity  from  that,  which  is  too  often  the  case  of 
many,  bis  own  worth  would  have  adorned  any  family. 

"  His  natural  powers,  which  were  very  good,  were 
greatly  improved  by  an  education  at  the  College ;  and 
after  he  had  received  its  honors,  he  did  not  neglect 
his  studies,  but  prosecuted  them  with  vigor  and  suc- 
cess, and  accumulated  a  great  fund  of  useful  knowledge, 
in  history,  the  learned  languages,  and  the  sciences  in 
general;  but  especially  natural  philosophy  and  the 
mathematics,  in  which  he  was  eminent 

"  Such  a  man  could  not  remain  long  unnoticed ;  he 
was  therefore  soon  elected  a  Tutor  of  the  College,  and 
not  long  after  a  Fellow  of  the  Corporation;  both  of 
which  stadons  he  filled  with  reputation  to  himself^  and 
advantage  to  the  society,  with  whose  interests  he  was 
so  nearly  concerned. 

"  While  he  was  promoting  the  cause  of  literature, 
and  prepaiing  youths  for  usefulness  among  mankind, 
he  prosecuted  the  study  of  theology,  to  fit  himself  for 
advancing  the  cause  of  religion  in  the  church  of  God. 
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And  after  he  had  served  the  College  for  a  few  years, 
he  was  called  to  take  upon  bira  the  pastoral  care  of  a 
flock  of  Christ  in  Marblehead.  This  charge  he  exe- 
cuted, as  he  did  all  others,  with  care  and  fidelity,  aad 
exhibited  in  his  life,  a  comment  upon  the  doctrines  he 
taught,  showing,  by  his  conduct,  that  the  religion  of 
Jesus  had  an  abiding  influence  upon  his  own  hearL 
Though  he  was  fixed  in  his  principles  of  religion,  and 
openly  defended  what  he  thought  to  be  the  pure  doc- 
trines of  the  gospel,  yet  he  was  far  from  being  severe 
against  those  who  differed  from  lum  in  some  things,  if 
at  the  same  time,  they  appeared  to  be  sincere  mquir- 
ers  after  truth.  He  considered  Catholicism  as  an  ex- 
cellent part  of  the  'character  of  a  good  man;  and 
harshly  to  censure  and  anathematize  those,  who  cannot 
think  in  all  points  of  religion  just  as  we  do,  appeared 
to  him  to  discover,  not  only  an  arrogant  disposidon, 
but  also  a  great  want  of  that  amiable  temper,  and  that 
extensive  charity,  which  the  gospel  of  Jesus  recom- 
mends. While  he  was  in  bis  pastoral  charge  he  shone 
much  as  a  preacher,  his  pulpit  performances  attracting 
a  general  notice ;  and  his  distmguished  figure  as  a 
,  pubUck  speaker,  in  conjunction  with  bis  many  other 
excellent  accomplishments,  pointed  him  out  as  a  person 
proper  to  fill  some  more  conspicuous  station  in  life. 
Accordingly,  when  the  Presidentship  of  the  College 
was  vacant,  in  Anno  1737,  he  was  chosen  by  the  hon- 
orable and  reverend  Corporation  and  Overseers,  to  fill 
Uiat  important  place ;  for  which,  as  it  is  well  known  to 
eveiy  one  who  has  had  the  happiness  to  be  under  his 
care,  he  was  finely  turned.  Indeed  he  seemed  to  be 
by  nature  formed  for  the  government  to  which  he  was 
elected,  having  an  admirable  talent  for  commanding 
the  respect  and  reverence  of  those  committed  to  his 
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charge,  and  supportmg  the  honor  of  his  station.  His 
public  appearances  were  noble,  and  the  afimrs  of  com- 
mencement were  always  conducted  by  him  with  a  dig- 
nity peculiar  to  himself.  For  strict  integrity  and  impar- 
tial justice,  he  was  an  example  worthy  the  imitation  of 
all  who  hare  any  concern  in  public  life :  neither  family 
connexions  nor  the  ties  of  friendship  could  erer  bias 
him ;  and  in  determining  censures,  he  was  always 
governed  by  the  nature  of  the  ofT^ce  and  the  good 
of  the  society.  But  thoi^h  he  had  the  strictest  regard 
to  the  preserving  of  government  and  good  order,  yet 
he  was  far  from  taking  pleasure  m  punishing  offenders, 
and  often  did  it  with  a  reluctant  heart,  though  for  the 
public  good  he  thought  it  necessary.  Among  hb 
'  pupils  he  always  distinguished  merit  far  beyond  birth 
or  fortune  ;  and  the  virtuous  and  ingenious  were  always 
sure  (however  low  their  circumstances  might  be)  of 
obtaining  his  peculiar  notice.  The  distinguishing  of 
such,  he  justly  thought,  had  a  direct  tendency  to  ad- 
vance literature,  and  subserve  the  interests  of  the  Col- 
lege, which  he  was  ever  desirous  of  promotmg  to  the 
utmost  of  his  power. 

**  In  his  private  character  he  was  truly  amiable.  As 
a  husband,  he  discovered  a  manly  tenderness,  which 
could  not  but  inspire  the  sincerest  regard  and  most 
lasting  esteem.  As  a  father,  he  shone  in  the  govern- 
ment of  his  family,  which,  though  strict,  was  evergen- 
de.  While,  by  a  certain  dignity  of  behaviour,  be 
commanded  the  reverence  of  his  children,  by  the  win- 
ning mildness  of  a  friend,  be  conciliated  their  affections, 
and  gained  their  greatest  confidence  and  tenderest  ' 
love ;  and  their  obedience,  not  flowing  from  a  servile 
fear,  but  Irom  more  generous  principles,  was  never  by 
cfHistraint,  bpt  always  yielded  with  pleasure. 


D,g,l,.9cbyGOOglC 


304     HISTORY    OF   HARVARD   WMIVERSJTY.    [CH.  XXVU 

"  He  had  a  most  friendly  heart,  and  his  friendships 
were  lasting :  do  turns  of  fortune,  with  regard  to  those 
he  had  once  accounted  his  friends,  ever  induced  him 
to  alter  his  conduct  towards  them ;  and  by  nothing 
could  they  forfeit  his  esteem,  but  by  discovering  that 
.'hey  were  not  possessed  of  those  virtues  for  which  he 
had  taken  them  into  his  friendship. 

"  He  had  such  an  honesty  of  mind  as  is  seldom 
found.  Whenever  he  passed  any  encomiums,  they 
were  not  the  words  of  empty  adulation,  but  the  real 
dictates  of  a  sincere  hearL  When  he  told  any  of  their 
faults  (which  he  never  declined,  when  he  thought  it 
would  answer  any  valuable  purpose),  he  did  it  with  all 
plainness ;  but  yet,  free  from  the  bluntness  of  a  rustic, 
he  executed  in  such  a  manner,  that  it  seldom  failed  of 
being  w^l  received. 

"  He  had  a  liberal  soul  that  devised  libera]  things ; 
and  his  ears  were  ever  open  to  the  cries  of  the  dis- 
tressed :  he  was  always  ready  to  acts  of  kindness,  and 
he  never  dealt  his  favors  sparingly.  Many  of  the  sons 
of  Harvard  can  witness  to  his  bounty,  which  has  often 
relieved  them  in  difficulties,  and  assisted  them  in  their 
education.  When  any  thing  for  the  public  good  was 
set  on  foot,  he  was  ever  ready  to  help  it  forward  to 
the  utmost  of  his  power,  and  when  he  bestowed  any 
thing  for  such  a  purpose,  the  lai^eness  of  bis  mind 
was  always  discovered. 

"As  a  man  of  piety  he  was  far  from  being  osten- 
tatious, but  his  whole  behaviour  was  strictly  virtuous 
and  exemplary ;  his  attendance  on  religious  exercises, 
steady  and  devotional,  and  his  walk  with  God  m  secret, 
constant, — In  short,  in  whatever  character  we  view 
him,  he  appears  to  have  been  possessed  of  so  many 
excellencies,  as  cannot  fail  to  attract  the  esteem  of  all 
those  who  regard  merit 
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**  He  retu^ed  his  mg/or  of  body  and  atreoiftb  £f 
iiwul  to  an  uitcommon  degree  in  has  «dvapce(i  tigfi, 
and  coatJBued  to  peiibnn  all  the  duties  of  im  Auoction, 
wkh  his  .uEual  punctuality,  till  about  ten  nonths  4go ; 
when  it  pleased  the  sorereign  Ruler  of  the  universe  to 
visit  bim  with  a  severe  disorder,  which  soon  reduced 
him  to  a  very  languid  state,  and  left  no  hopes  of  his 
recovery.  Till  about  ten  days  before  his  death,  he 
was  able  to  walk  about,  but  after  that  was  entirely 
confined  to  his  bed.  Through  his  long  sickness  he 
discovered  great  patience,  and  a  resignation  to  the  di- 
vine will ;  and  we  doubt  not,  that  patience  had  its  per- 
fect work,  and  that  he  is  now  gone  from  this  worid  of 
sickness  and  pain,  to  the  heaven  of  rest ;  where  his 
labors  are  at  an  end,  and  his  woiks  foDow  him.** 

**  The  funeral  was  attended  yesterday  in  the  after- 
noon, *  by  the  honorable  and  reverend  Overseers 
and  Corporation  of  the  College,  the  honorable  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  province,  a  great  number  of 
ministers  from  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  by 
many  other  gentlemen  of  distinction. — The  attend- 
ants upon  the  funeral  being  too  numerous  for  the  Col- 
lege chapel,  the  corpse  was  carried  to  the  meeting- 
house;  where  a  Latin  oration,  suitable  to  the  moumlul 
occasion,  was  dehvered  by  Professor  Sewall,  a  prayer 
made  by  the  Rev,  Mr.  Appleton,  and  the  solemnity 
there  closed  with  a  funeral  anthem,  by  the  under- 
graduates of  the  College.  — The  corpse  preceded  by 
the  tutors,  librarian,  resident  graduates,  and  under- 
graduates, was  carried  round  one  of  the  squares  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  town,  thence  to  the  College,  and 

•  June  6, 1789. 
39 
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through  a  part  of  the  yard,  to  the  burymg-ground,  where 
it  was  deposited.  — .Thus  were  committed  to  the  dust 
the  remains  of  that  truly  excelteot  man  —  President 
Holyoke :  may  those  who  attended  this  solemnity,  not 
content  themselves  with  having  paid  the  funeral  rites, 
but  continue  to  adorn  his  memory,  by  foUowing  his 
uniable  example !"  * 

1  Mhi.  Hist.  CoU.  Vn[,    Firat  Serie*.  pp.  70-75. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
or  TBI 

HON.   PAINE  WINGATE  WITH  THE  AUTHOR. 

[The  Carreapondence,  which  took  place  between  the  Hon. 
Paine  Wiogate  and  the  Author,  has  been  accasionaUy  re- 
ferred to  bjr  the  latter  as  one  of  his  authorities ;  and  a  few 
extracts  have  been  given  from  it.  But  upon  funher  examina- 
DOD  it  was  found  to  contain  some  additional  facts  of  an  ancient 
date  in  relation  to  the  Unirersity,  which  would  he  of  no  small 
interest  to  the  sons  of  Harvard  ;  an  interest,  which  is  height- 
ened by  the  circumstance  of  their  being  furnished  by  the  eldest 
flurvinng  graduate  ;  who,  at  the  great  age  of  ninety-two  years, 
writes  a  firm  hand,  and  has  a  freshness  of  recollection,  and  a  vigor 
of  intellect,  which  faU  to  the  lot  of  few  men.  The  following 
idditionfti  extracts  from  the  Correspondence  will,  accordingly, 
be  read  with  peculiar  interest  by  every  one  who  takes  an  inte- 
reA  in  the  Institution  which  is  the  subject  of  it.] 

TKOM   JUDGE   WINGATE   TO    MR.    PEIRCE. 

"  Stnthsm,  Januvy  S5,  1831. 
"  Tou  express  a  wish  to  have  from  me  some  account  of 
conducting  Commencements  whilst  I  was  in  College.  You  will 
recollect  the  length  of  time  since  I  graduated,  and  the  treach- 
erous memory  of  a  man  ninety-two  years  old,  and  will  not 
expect  a  very  minute  or  correct  account.  It  is  now  thirty- 
five  years  ^ce  I  have  attended  a  Commencement,  and  I  may 
posnbly  write  to  you  things  which  are  familiar  to  every  one 
who  has  been  at  College.  I  do  not  recollect  now  any  part  of 
Ae  public  exerdses  on  Commencement  day  to  be  in  English, 
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excepting  the  President's  Praters  at  opeoing  aDd  closing  die 
services.  .  Next  afler  the  Prayer  followed  the  Salutatoiy  Ora- 
tion in  Latia,  hj  one  of  the  candidates  for  the  first  degree. 
This  office  was  assigned  fay  the  Presideot,  and  was  supposed 
.  to  be  given  to  him  who  was  the  best  orator  in  the  class.  Then 
followed  a  Syllogistic  Disputation  in  Latin,  to  which  four  or 
five  or  more  of  those  who  were  distinguished  as  good  scholars 
in  the  class,  were  appointed  by  the  Pre^deot  as  Respondents, 
to  whom  was  assigned  certain  questions  which  lite  Respondeots 
maintained,  and  the  rest  of  tbe  class  severally  opposed,  and 
endeavoured  to  invalidate.  This  was  conducted  wholly  in 
Latin,  and  in  the  forni  of  Syllogisms  and  Theses.  At  the 
close  of  the  Disputation,  the  President  usually  added  some 
^mstks  in  Latin.  After  these  exercises  the  President  con- 
ferred the  degrees.  This,  I  think,  may  he  considered  as  the 
summary  of  the  public  performances  on  a  Commencement  day. 
I  do  not  recollect  any  Forensic  Disputation,  or  a  Poem  or 
Oration  spoken  iit  English  whilst  I  was  in  College.  1  well  re- 
member that  about  the  year  1757  or  1758,  the  exercise  of  tbe 
Forensic  Disputation  in  English  was  introduced  and  required  of 
the  two  senior  classes.  And  I  think  it  likely,  that  sbout  the 
same  time  it  became  a  part  of  Commencement  exercises,  t 
have  no  written  minutes  to  assist  my  memory.  I  once  had  a 
valuable  collection  of  College  Theses  and  Masters'  Questions, 
which  used  to  be  printed  annually.  But  some  of  my  domestics 
hare  destroyed  them." 

FROM    THE    SlStE. 

"  Stratbam,  Feb.  IS,  1831. 

**  Ten  inquire  of  me  whether  any  regard  was  paid  to  a  student 
en  account  of  the  rank  of  his  parent,  otherwise  than  his  being 
arraaged  or  placed  in  tbe  order  of  his  class  i 

"  The  right  of  precedence  on  every  occnsion  is  an  object  of 
importance  in  tbe  state  of  socie^.  And  there  is  scarce  anjr 
thing  which  mwe  sensibly  affects  die  feelings  of  ambitioi)  than 
the  rank  which  a  man  is  allowed  to  bold.  This  excitement 
was  general^  called  up  whenever  a  class  in  College  was  placed 
The  parents  were  not  wholly  free  from  influence ;  but  the 
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scholars  were  often  enraged  beyond  bounds  for  their  distppoint- 
meat  in  their  place,  and  it  was  some  time  before  a  class  could 
be  settled  down  to  an  acquiescence  in  their  allotmeat.  The 
highest  and  the  lowest  in  the  class  was  oilen  ascertained  mora 
easily  (though  not  without  some  difficulty),  than  the  interme- 
diala  memhers  of  the  class ;  where  there  was  room  for  uncer^ 
lainty  whose  claim  was  best,  and  where  partiality  no  doubt  was 
sometimes  indulged.  But  I  must  add,  that  although  the  honor 
of  i  place  in  the  class  was  chiefly  ideal,  yet  there  were  some 
subsUntial  advantages.  The  higher  part  of  the  class  had  gener- 
ally the  most  influential  friends,  and  they  commonly  had  the 
best  chambers  in  CoUege  assigned  to  them.  They  had  also  a 
right  to  help  themselves  first  at  uble  in  Commons,  and  I  believe 
generally  wherever  there  was  occasional  precedence  allowed, 
it  was  very  freely  yielded  to  the  higher  of  the  class  bj  ibose 
who  were  below. 

"  Your  next  inquiry  is,  whether  there  was  a  more  marked  sub- 
ordination of  the  students  to  their  officers,  and  of  the  lower 
classes  to  the  upper  ones  in  former  times,  than  at  present  ?  This  . 
is  a  question  which  I  should  not  be  willing  po»tively  to  decide ; 
but  if  t  am  permitted  to  give  my  opinion,  I  should  say  that  there 
was  a  better  spirit  of  subordination  prevalent  in  society,  and  in 
College  in  particular,  in  my  day,  than  is  now  generally  to  be 
observed.  You  ask  me  to  mention  some  forms  of  respect  then 
in  use.  It  was  an  established  custom  in  College  while  I  was 
an  undergraduate,  that  all  the  scholars  should  be  uncovered,  or 
take  off  their  bats  in  the  College  yard,  when  the  President  or 
any  of  the  tutors  were  present,  or  were  passing  through.  And 
at  an  times  the^sibnen  were  to  keep  their  hats  off  in  the  yard, 
unless  when  it  rained.  The  resident  graduates  and  all  the  se- 
nior classes  were  allowed  to  send  the  freshmen  on  errands  as 
they  saw  fit;  only  the  sophomores  were  liable  to  have  the 
freshmen  taken  from  them  by  their  seniors. 

<*  The  last  quesdon  you  ask  of  me  is  more  difficult  to  answer 
than  any  of  the  former.  You  very  modestly  suggest  that  it  is 
your  idea,  that  there  was  less  of  the  genius  of  Republicanism 
in  College  before  the  American  Revolution  than  there  has  been 
suioe ;  and  wish,  if  that  was  my  idea,  I  would  give  you  sonw 
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bets  or  aaecdotea  illustrauve  of  it.     I  thiok  that  the  govem- 
ment  of  the  College  in  my  day  was  a  complete  aristocracy." 

TBOH    MB.    PEIRCB   TO   JUDGE    WINQATE. 

"  Cambridge,  Feb.  33, 1831. 

**  I  thank  you  for  your  favor  of  the  15th  iostant.  It  con- 
tains much  inleresting  information  respec^ng  the  College,  and 
leads  me  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  more  questions,  which  I 
irill  take  the  liberty  to  propound  in  as  brief  a  manner  as  I  can. 

"  How  soon,  Sir,  after  entering  College,  were  the  students 
fiaeei,  or  (as  I  suppose  the  term  signifies)  arranged  in  their 
class  according  to  the  rank  of  their  parents  i 

"  Did  they  hold  the  same  place  through  College  ;  or  was  it 
changed,  as  the  rank  of  their  parents  happened  to  vary? 

"  Was  the  arrangement  in  the  Catalogue  conformable  to  the 
rank  which  their  parents  held  at  the  time  they  were  graduated  ? 

"  I  tuive  an  idea  that  to  preside  at  a  Commencement  former- 
ly required  more  uholaTthip  than  it  has  of  late  years,  for  I 
suppose  the  President,  while  the  disputations  were  going  on, 
was  ofaUged  sometimes  to  interpose,  and  to  express  himself  ex- 
temporaneously in  Latin.    Am  I  correct,  Sir,  in  this  impression  ? 

"  Could  you  favor  me  with  any  particulars  respecting  Presi' 
dent  Holyoke  ?  I  would  inforfn  you,  by  the  way,  Sir,  that  we  have 
a  fine  picture  of  him  in  the  Library,  by  Copley,  left  by  bis  son, 
Dr.  Holyoke.  He  is  painted  in  the  venerable  old  chair,  from 
which  the  Preadent  confers  the  degrees,  and  which  was  brought 
here  from  Mysuc  while  he  was  Prestdeot.  This  fact  I  had 
from  the  Doctor,  who  was  at  the  Library  after  he  was  100 
years  old,  and  who  observed  at  the  same  time  thnt  he  could  go 
no  further  back  with  its  history,  but  supposed  it  came  originally 
from  England.  Perhaps  you  can  state  something  about  it. 
Was  it  regarded.  Sir,  as  an  object  of  much  curiosity  when  you 
were  in  College  ? " 


FUOH    JUDGE    WINQATE    TO    UB. 

»  Stntbun,  Much  3d.  183L 
"  The  freshmen  class  was,  in  ray  day  at  College,  usually 
jiaeid  (as  it  was  termed)  wiihb  »x:  or  nine  months  after  their 
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admis^on.  The  official  notice  of  this  vas  given  by  having  tbeir 
names  written  in  a  large  German  text,  in  a  haadsome  style,  and 
placed  ia  a  conspicuous  part  of  the  College  Buttery,  where  the 
□ames  of  the  four  classes  of  undergraduates  were  kept  su^ 
pended  until  they  left  College.  If  a  scholar  was  expelled,  hu 
name  was  uken  from  its  place ;  or  if  he  was  degraded  (which 
was  conadered  the  next  highest  punishment  to  expulsion),  it 
was  moved  accordingly.  Aa  soon  as  the  freshmen  were  ap- 
prized of  their  places,  each  one  took  his  station  according  to 
the  new  arrangement  at  recitation,  and  at  Commons,  and  in  ths 
chapel,  and  on  all  other  occasions.  And  this  arrangement  wu 
never  afterward  ahered  either  in  College  or  in  the  Catalogue, 
however  the  rank  of  their  parents  might  be  varied.-  Constder- 
iog  how  much  dissatisfaction  was  often  excited  by  placing  the 
classes  (and  I  believe  all  the  other  Colleges  had  laid  aside  the 
practice),  I  think  that  it  was  a  judicious  expedient  in  Harvard 
to  conform  to  the  custom  of  putting  the  names  in  Alphahetieal 
order,  and  (hey  have  accordiugly  so  remained  since  the  year 
1772. 

"  It  was,  as  you  have  supposed,  that  on  Commencement 
days  when  the  disputations  were  going  on,  the  President  bad 
often  occasion  to  interpose,  and  set  the  disputants  right,  as  to 
the  sense  of  the  question  agitated,  and  as  to  the  arguments  prt^ 
duced  by  the  opponents.  This  was  always  done  in  Latin.  And 
I  believe  that,  during  the  course  of  the  public  exercises,  the 
Preadent  always  took  occasion  to  express  his  sentiments  gener- 
ally upon  the  questions  under  discussion,  and  thereby  displayed 
his  talents  at  disputation,  and  hia  readiness  at  discourung  in  ■ 
learned  language.  I  am  satisfied  that  President  Holyoke  was 
ever  considered  as  conducting  this  >part  of  his  office  with  abi^ 
ity  and  reputation.  He  never  appeared  to  be  at  a  loss  for 
thoughts  or  language  to  express  himself  properly  as  occasion  re- 
quired. He  was  naturally  dignified  in  his  deportment  without 
the  appearance  of  vanity  j  and  he  had  a  good  spirit  of  govem- 
m«it  without  austeri^  of  manners.  And  I  don't  think  that  he 
was  deficient  in  any  of  the  good  qualities  which  are  requisite 
to  make  a  good  President.  I  am  very  glad  to  be  toM  that  there 
■3  a  good  Portrait  of  him  in  the  College  Library  by  an  able  artist. 
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The  Preddent  was  a  very  good-looldng  man,  and  I  think  b« 
must  be  an  ornament  to  the  chair  in  which  he  is  seated. 

*'  I  cau  give  you  do  further  account  of  the  antique  chair  duo 
what  you,  already  have. '     The  use<  it  is  put  to  is  a  very  Imw 

1  [Thu  "  ontiqae  chair  "  hat  lon^  been  as  object  of  bo  much  cmioaitj, 
thtX,  for  titc  gratifioatioD  of  those  readers  who  feel  interested  ia  tba 
detaili  of  Ct^ge  hiatorjr,  the  fcdiowing  note  iaMibjoined. 

The  Mthor  of  the  present  work,  previouslj  to  his  letter  to  Jndga 
Wiofrate  (above  given),  had  made  the  fbllowitig  memorandum  respect- 
ing it: 

"  The  Chair  was  broaght  to  the  College  during  President  Holfoke's 
■^minirtntrinn.  Dr.  Holjoke  IB  pretty  certain  it  eame  fnun  Urstick. 
He  aafptmed  it  was  brought  from  England; — never  heard  of  its  having 
been  made  b;  a  Clergyman  here.  President  Holyoke  added  tlie  ronnd 
knoba  to  the  chair,  which  he  turned  himself.  Dr.  H.  hag  been  asked  about 
it  fifty  times." 

A  correspondent  has  put  into  the  Editor's  hands  the  following  cuiioaa 
extracts  from  Horace  Wolpole's  Private  Correspond ence,  giving  a  d»^ 
•enption  of  some  antique  chairs  found  in  En^iland,  exactly  of  the  same 
oonsbuction  with  the  College  chair  ;  ■  circumstance,  which  corrobarstea 
the  snppoeiticn  that  this  also  was  brought  from  Eugland. 

■OKAGX  wuJOLi  TO  «soaeK  xomtabd,  kb«. 

"  Strawberrr-hiU,  Anymrt  SO,  176L 
"  Dkkey  Bateman  has  picked  up  a  whole  cloister  full  of  old  chain  in 
Herefordshire.  He  bought  them  one  by  one,  here  and  there  in  farm- 
houses, for  three-snd-sixpence,  and  a  crowQ  apiece.  They  are  of  wood, 
the  Mats  triangnlar,  the  backs,  anus,  and  lags  loaded  with  turnery.  A 
thousand  to  one  but  there  are  plenty  up  and  down  Cheshire  too.  If 
Hr.  and  Hra.  Wetenhall,  as  they  ride  or  drive  out,  would  now  and  then 
pick  up  ancb  a  cbair,  it  would  oblige  me  greatly.  Take  notice,  no  two 
need  be  of  the  wme  pnttetn."  —  FrtBott  Corrapondtnet  of  Horace  WaU 
foU,  Earl  of  Oiford.    Vol.  ii.  p.  279. 

BOEAGE   WALPOLK    TO    THE    EEV.   ME.   GOE.B. 

'  <  Btnwberry-hiU,  Much  9, 17K. 
"When  you  go  into  Cheshire,  and  upoa  ynur  ramble,  may  I  trouble 
you  with  a  commission  i  but  about  which  you  roust  promise  me  not  to  go 
a  step  out  of  your  way.  Mr.  Bateman  has  got  a  cloister  at  old  Windsor 
furnidied  withancient  wooden  chairs,  most  of  them  triangular,  butaUof 
varioDS  patterns,  and  carved  and  turned  in  the  most  uncouth  and  wbim- 
aical  forma.  He  picked  them  up  one  by  one,  for  two,  three,  five,  or  six 
ahiUings  apiece  from  different  fum-houses  in  Uetefbrdshire.    I  tiave 
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orable  one,  and  1  hope  it  will  remain  for  ages,  and  that  manjr 
unborn  will  proceed  from  that  seat  of  learning  to  bless  our 
country.  I  believe  that  you  have  now  got  from  me  all  that  you 
can  expect  respecting  President  Holyoke.  He  has  left  very 
little  in  print  to  sbow  his  laleat  at  compositioo." 

FBOM   JDDGE    WINOATE    TO    HR.    FEIHCE. 

"  Stratham,  March  16,  1831. 
'*  I  find  that  you  have  not  done  asking  me  questions ;  aod  1 
will  endeavour  to  answer  them  although  it  will  be  very  imper- 
fectly. It  was  required  of  the  freshmen  that  they  should  soon 
after  they  entered  College,  in  my  day,  furnish  a  copy  of  the 
laws  of  the  College,  and  produce  them  to  the  President.  This 
they  might  do  by  writing  a  copy  themselves  of  the  laws,  or 
otherwise  procure  them.  When  presented  to  the  President,  he 
wrote  at  the  close  of  them,  that  at  that  date,  naming  the 
scholar,  he  was  admitted  into  College.  This  was  written  in 
Latin,  and  dated  according  to  the  Roman  calendar,  and  certi- 
fied and  Btgued  by  the  President  and  a  majority  of  the  Tutors. 
This  furnished  the  legal  evidence  that  the  person  was  a  member 
of  College.  The  laws  were  in  the  English  language,  and  in 
tny  day  there  was  no  printed  copy  of  them.  There  is  one 
article  in  my  College  law  hook  which  I  never  heard  any  thing 
shout  elsewhere.  It  is  as  follows  :  —  *  None  shall  be  admitted 
a  Fellow-commoner  unless  he  first  pay  thirteen  pounds  ^z  and 
eight  pence  to  the  College.  And  every  Fellow-commoner 
shall  pay  double  tuition-money.  They  shall  have  the  privilege  of 
dining  and  suppbg  with  the  Fellows  at  their  uhle  in  the  Hall; 
they  thall  be  excused  from  going  on  errands,  and  shall  have  the 
title  of  Masters,  and  have  the  privilege  of  wearing  their  hats  as 
the  Masters  do ;  hut  shall  attend  all  duties  and  exercises  with 

lon^  envied  and  coveted  them.  There  may  be  auch  in  poor  cottag ea 
io  BO  neighbouring  a  coant;  aa  Cbeahire.  I  should  not  grudge  anj  ex- 
pense fot  purchaaa  or  carriage;  ■  ad  should  be  glad  even'oFa  coople 
meh  for  my  cloialer  here.  When  you  are  copying  inserrptiona  in  a 
choTch-jaid  in  any  village,  think  of  me,  and  step  into  the  first  cottage 
yon  MO — but  don't  take  fanber  trouble  than  that" 

Ibid.  Vol.  III.  pp.  33  {rS*.    ' 
40 
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tbe  rest  of  their  class,  and  be  alike  subject  to  the  laws  and 
government  of  the  College,'  Sec.  Now  I  never  heard  any 
thing  about  Fellow-commoners  in  College  excepting  in  this 
paragraph.  I  ani  satisfied  there  has  been  no  sucii  descriptioii 
of  scholars  at  Cambridge  since  1  have  known  any  tiiiog  about 
tbe  place,  and  whether  tbe  article  yet  remains  in  the  College 
laws  I  know  not.  I  shall  leave  it  with  you  to  make  what  use 
you  please  of  my  suggestion. 

"  There  were  no  exhibitions,  in  my  day  at  College,  to  which 
you  refer,  nor  any  substitute  for  them.  I  have  no  memoran- 
dum of  tbe  books  which  we  studied  in  College  when  I  was 
there,  and  I  could  give  you  a  very  imperfect  account  of  ihem 
if  I  should  attempt  it." 

TSOM   Tun    SAME. 

"Strathani,  April  3;  I83i. 
"With  respect  to  Stoughton  Hall.  I  was  at  College  at  tbe 
time  of  the  earthquake  to  which  you  refer,  and  believe  the 
effects  of  it  were  as  visible  at  Cambridge  as  in  any  part  of  the 
country  ;  but  I  don't  know  that  tbe  injury  done  to  Stoughton 
College  at  that  time  was  greater  than  to  brick  buildings  gener- 
ally. It  was  at  that  time  occupied  by  the  students,  and  con- 
tinued to  be  resided  in  as  a  place  of  safety  afterward,  as  it  had 
been  before.  It  had  long  been  considered  as  a  weak,  slender 
building  ;  but  it  was  many  years  afterwards  that  it  was  deserted 
and  taken  down  as  not  6t  to  be  tenanted.  I  never  supposed 
that  the  injury  done  to  it  by  the  earthquake  was  the  cause  of  its 
being  demdiiabed." 

FROM    THE    SAHE. 

[The  roHowing  letter  from  Judge  Wingatecloaed  his  correspoodenca 
with  the  author;  snd,  thoQgh  not  stricUj  connected  with  the  getteni 
history  of  the  University,  yei,  as  relating  to  tbe  biography  of  the  oldest 
snrviviDg  graduate  of  the  present  day,  and  as  tlie  closing  letter  of  an 
inteieBting  correspondence  conducted  with  so  much  spirit  and  intelli- 
gence  by  &  writer  at  tbe  great  age  of  ninetj-two  years,  it  has  been 
thought  beat  not  to  omit  it.] 

"Stratham,  April  15, 1831. 

"  la  my  last  I  gave  you  some  reason  to  expect  that,  agreeably 
to  your  request,  I  would  in  a  future  letter  giv«  you   some 


1737-1769.]        PRESIDENT   HOLTOKE.  310 

account  of  myself  and  family.  That  I  shall  now  attempt,  al- 
though in  a  very  imperfect  inanoer.  I  have  no  written  memo- 
randum, from  which  I  can  extract  the  early  history  of  our 
family  before  the  day  of  my  grandfather.  As  he  was  the 
youngest  branch  of  his  family,  and  in  early  life  removed  from 
the  place  of  his  nativity,  so  the  ancient  deeds  and  other 
wriliags  of  the  family  naturally  fell  imo  other  hands;  from 
which  some  account  of  our  ancestors  might  have  been  ^ined. 
And  when  I  was  young,  I  had  not  the  curiosity  which  I  now 
have,  of  enrjuiring  of  some  of  the  oldest  branches  of  the  family 
respecting  tbeir  ancestors.  I  can  now  only  depend  upon  a 
defective  tradition.  The  first  of  my  name  who  came  to  New 
England  was  named  John  Wingaie  ;  who  called  himself  John 
Winget,  and  so  spelt  his  name  until  hy  better  information  be 
corrected  bis  error.  There  are  none  of  the  descendants  but 
now  spell  and  pronounce  the  name  Wingate.  The  Grst  John 
Wingate  came  from  England,  a  young  man,  without  a  family. 
He  came  to  Dover,  which  had  Inhabitants  in  it  the  first  of  any 
town  in  New  Hampshire.  In  what  year  be  came  there,  is  to 
roe  uncertain ;  but  it  is  well  known  (hat  he  came  in  the  early 
settlement  of  the  town.  He  settled  on  Dover  Neck  (as  it  is 
called),  where  the  first  settlements  were  mode.  And,  what  is 
singular,  the  same  spot  where  the  first  John  Wingate  lived,  is 
possessed  by  some  of  the  descendants  of  the  family,  and  has 
been,  without  interruptiou,  lo  the  present  day.  The  first  John 
Wingate,  who  was  my  great-grandfather,  bad  three  sons.  The 
oldest  was  John  Wingaie,  from  whom  the  most  hy  the  name  of 
Wingate  in  New  Hampshire  have  descended.  This  John  had 
a  number  of  sons  and  grandsons,  who  spread  into  the  different 
tow^s  of  New  Hampshire.  My  great-grandfather  had  a  second 
son,  whose  name  was  Caleb.  He,  I  have  been  told,  went  to 
Maryland  or  Delaware,  and  there  settled,  and  that  there  are 
now  persons  of  that  name  who  live  in  that  part  of  the  United 
States ;  but  I  know  nothing  about  them  as  to  their  numbers  or 
their  situation.  The  third  and  youngest  son  my  great-graod- 
father  had,  was  Joshua,  who  was  my  grandfather.  And  now 
I  have  come  to  a  period  in  which  I  have  more  distbct  knowl- 
edge.    My  grandfather  was  bora  February,  1679,  and  settled 
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at  Hampton,  New  Hamjishire,  a  young  man.  He  married  a 
wife  from  Newbury,  wiih  whom  he  lived  until  they  were  both 
ninety  years  old.  Tliey  bad  eleven  children,  all  of  whom 
lived  to  old  age,  excepting  those  who  died  in  childbed.  My 
father  was  the  oldest  child,  born  in  1703.  He  graduated  in 
1723.  He  was  settled  in  tlie  ministry  at  Amesbury  west 
parish ;  where  he  miiiistered  more  than  fifty  years,  and  died  in 
his  eighty-third  year.  My  father  had  one  sister,  who  lived 
several  years  over  ninety,  and  three  others  who  Uved  very 
near  ninety,  and  the  rest  lived  to  old  age,  except  ihose  who 
died  as  before  mentioned.  My  father  had  two  brolhers,  one 
died  over  seventy  years,  and  the  other  almost  ninety  years  oU, 
and  my  mother  died  aged  eighty-four  or  eighty-five.  Of  my  own 
family  I  have  Uved  to  be  the  oldest,  being  nine-two.  I  have 
one  brother  in  his  eighty-fifth  year,  and  I  have  had  three 
brothers  who  have  died  over  seventy.  My  wife's  family  has 
been  more  extraordinary  still  for  age,  which  is  descended  from 
my  grandfather  Wingate.  There  were  bom  of  her  mother  nine 
children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  be  above  seventy  years  old. 
One  was  ninety-three,  and  three  others  on  the  borders  of  nine- 
ty, and  a  brother  was  in  his  eigh^-fourUi  year.** 
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No.  L    (p.  9.) 

New  Ehgland'b  Fibst  FEOiTi,  in  respect  of  the  progress  of 
learning,  in  the  CoUedge  at  Cambridge  in  Massachusetts-bay ; 
tPiVA  divers  other  speciall  matters  concerning  that  countrey  t 
published  in  London,  in  the  year  1643,  by  the  instant  request 
of  sundry  friends,  who  desire  to  be  satisfied  in  (A«5e  points,  by 
many  Nem-England  men  who  are  here  present,  and  teere  eye  or 
eare  witnesses  of  Ike  same, 

1.  Aftib  God  had  carried  us  safe  to  New  England)  and  wee 
had  bailded  our  hoases,  provided  uecesaariea  for  our  livelihood, 
rear'd  convenient  places  for  God's  worship,  and  settled  the  civill 
government :  One  of  the  next  things  we  longed  for  and  looked 
ailer  was  to  advance  learning  and  perpetuate  it  to  posterity  ; 
dreading  to  leave  an  illiterate  ministery  to  the  churches,  when 
our  present  ministers  shall  lie  in  the  dnst.  And  as  wee  were 
thinkiug  and  consulting  how  to  effect  this  great  work  ;  it  pleased 
God  to  Btir  up  the  heart  of  one  Mr.  Harvard  (a  godlj  gentle' 
man,  and  a  lover  of  learning,  there  living  amongst  us,)  to  give 
one  half  of  his  estate  (It  being  in  all  about  ^1700)  towards  the 
erecting  of  a  Colledge,  and  all  his  Librarj :  Afler  him  another 
gave  ^f300 :  others  afler  him  cast  in  more,  and  the  publique 
hand  of  the  state  added  the  rest :  The  Colledge  was,  by 
common  consent,  appointed  to  be  at  Cambridge,  (a  place  very 
pleasant  and  accommodate,]  and  is  called  (according  to  the 
name  of  the  first  founder)  Harvard  Colledge. 

The  edifice  is  very  faire  and  comely  within  and  without, 
baviog  in  it  a  spacious  hall :  where  they  daily  meet  at  Com- 
mons, Lectures,  and  Exercises ;  and  a  large  library  with  some 
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bookes  to  it,  the  gifts  of  diverHe  of  our  ftiends,  their  chambers 
and  stndieB  also  fitted  for,  and  posseBsed  by  the  stndents,  and 
ail  other  roomes  of  office  neceasatj  and  conTeaient,  with  all 
needfull  offices  thereto  belonging:  And  by  the  aide  of  the 
CoUedge  a  faire  Grammar  Schoole,  for  the  training  up  of  young 
echollars,  and  fitting  of  them  for  Academical  learning,  that  atill 
SB  they  are  judged  ripe,  they  may  be  received  into  the  Calledge 
of  this  Bchoole  :  Maater  Gorlet  ia  the  Mr.  who  hath  very  well 
approved  himself  for  his  abilities,  dexterity  and  painfulnesse  id 
teaching  and  education  of  the  youths  under  him. 

Ov«r  the  Colledge  is  Master  Dunster  placed,  as  President, 
a  learned  consoionable  and  industrious  man,  who  hath  so  trained 
up  his  pupills  jn  the  tongues  and  arta,  and  so  seasoned  them 
with  the  principles  of  divinity  and  Christianity,  that  we  have  to 
oar  great  comfort  (and  in  truth)  beyond  our  hopes,  beheld  their 
progresse  in  learning  and  godlinesse  also  :  The  former  of  these 
hath  appeared  in  their  publique  declamations  in  Laline  and 
Greeke,  and  disputations  LogicaJl  and  Philosophical!,  which 
have  been  wonted  (besides  their  ordinary  exercises  in  the  Coll- 
edge-Hall)  in  the  audience  of  the  magistratea,  ministerE  and 
Other  -scboUars,  for  the  probation  of  their  growth  in  learning, 
upon  set  dayes,  constantly  once  every  moneth  to  make  and  np* 
bold:  The  latter  hath  been  manifested  in  sundry  of  them  bj 
the  savoury  breathings  of  their  spirits  in  their  godly  conversation, 
insomuch  that  we  arc  confident,  if  these  early  bloasomes  may  be 
cherished  and  warmed  with  the  influence  of  the  friends  of 
learning  and  lovers  of  this  pious  worke,  they  will,  by  the  help  of 
God,  come  to  happy  maturity  in  a  short  time. 

Over  the  Colledge  are  twelve  Overseers  chosen  by  the  General 
Court,  six  of  them  are  of  the  magistrates,  the  other  six  of  the 
ministers,  who  are  to  promote  the  best  good  of  it,  and  (having  a 
power  of  influence  into  all  persons  in  it)  are  to  see  that  everj 
one  be  diligent  and  proficient  in  hia  proper  place. 


2.    Rules  and  Precepts  tiat  are  observed  in  the  Colledge. 

1.  When  any  schollar  is  able  to  understand  Tully,  or  aneh 
like  clasicall  Latine  author  extempore,  and  make  and  speake 
true  Latine  in  verse  and  prose,  suo  ut  aiunt  Marte;  and  de- 
cline  perfectly  the   paradigms  of  nounes  and  verbes   in   the 
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Greek  tougae :  Let  him  then,  and  not  before,  be  capable  of 
admission  into  the  Colledge. 

2.  Let  every  student  be  plainly  instructed,  and  earnestly 
pressed  to  consider  well,  the  maine  end  of  his  life  and  studies 
is,  to  fmow  God  and  Jesus  Christ  mhich  i)  eteritall  life,  Joh.  xvii. 
3.  and  therefore  to  lay  Christ  in  the  bottome,  aa  the  only  foun- 
dation of  all  sound  knowledge  and  learning. 

And  seeing  the  Lord  only  giveth  wisedome,  let  every  one 
'seriously  set  himselte  by  prayer  in  secret  to  seeke  it  of  him. 
Prov.  ii.  3. 

3.  Every  one  shall  so  exercise  himselfe  in  reading  the  Scrip- 
tures twice  a  day,  that  he  shall  be  ready  to  give  such  an  ac- 
count of  his  proficiency  therein,  both  in  theoreticall  observations 
of  the  language,  and  logick,  and  in  practicall  and  spiritual 
truths,  as  his  Tutor  shall  require,  according  to  his  ability  ; 
seeing  Ike  tntranee  of  the  word  giveth  light,  it  giveth  under- 
standing to  the  simple.     Psalm  cxix.  130. 

4.  That  they  eshewing  all  profanation  of  God's  name,  attri- 
butes, word,  ordinances,  and  times  of  worship,  doe  studie  with 
good  conscience,  carefully  to  letaine  God,  and  the  love  of  his 
troth  in  their  mindes,  else  let  them  know,  that  (notwithstanding 
their  learning)  God  may  give  them  up  to  strong  delusions,  and 
in  the  end  to  a  reprobate  mjnde.  2  Thes.  ii.  11,  12.  Rom. 
i  28. 

6.  That  they  studiously  redeeme  the  time ;  observe  the 
general!  hours  appointed  for  all  the  students,  and  the  special! 
houres  for  their  own  classis  :  And  then  diligently  attend  the 
lectures,  without  any  disturbance  by  word  oi  gesture.  And  if 
in  any  thing  they  doubt,  they  shall  enquire  as  of  their  fellowes, 
so,  (in  case  of  non-satisfaction)  modestly  of  their  Tutors. 

6.  None  shall,  under  any  pretence  whatsoever,  frequent  the 
company  and  society  of  such  men  as  lead  an  unfit  and  dissolute 
life. 

Nor  shall  any  without  his  Tutors  leave,  or  (in  his  absence) 
the  call  of  parents  or  guardians,  goe  abroad  to  other  townes. 

7.  Every  schollar  shall  be  present  in  his  Tutors  chamber  al 
the  7th  hourc  in  the  morning,  immediately  afler  the  sound  of 
the  bell  at  his  opening  the  Scripture  and  prayer,  so  also  at  the 
€th  houre  at  night,  and  Iben  give  account  of  his  own  private 
reading,  as  aforesaid,-  in  particular  the  third,  and  constantly 
attend  lectures  in  the  hall  at  the  houres  appointed.    But  if  any 
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(without  necesfl&ry  impedimeat)  shall  absent  himself  from 
prajer  or  lectures,  he  shall  be  lyable  to  admonitiou,  if  he  offend 
above  ouce  a  weeke. 

8.  Ifanjacbollu  shall  be  found  to  transgresBe  any  of  the 
lawes  of  God  or  the  schoole,  after  twice  admonition,  he  shall  be 
lyahle,  if  not  adultus  to  correction,  if  adultus,  his  name  shall  be 
given  up  to  the  OverseeTS  of  the  Colledge,  that  he  may  bee 
admosiehed  at  the  public  monethly  act 


3.     Tke  tinus  and  order  of  their  Studies,  unltsse  experience 
shall  shew  cause  to  alter. 

The  second  and  third  day  of  the  weeke,  read  Lectures,  as 
Iblloweth. 

To  the  first  yeare  at  8ih  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  Logick, 
the  first  three  quarters,  Physicks  the  last  quarter. 

To  the  second  yeare,  at  the  9th  houre,  Ethicka  and  Politicks 
at  convenient  distances  of  time. 

To  the  third  year,  at  the  lOth,  Arithmetick  and  Geometry, 
the  three  first  quarters,  Astronomy  the  last. 
Atlernoone. 
The  first  yeare  disputes  at  the  second  houre. 
The  2d  yeare  at  the  3d  boure. 
The  3d  yeare  at  the  4th,  every  one  in  his  art. 

The  4lh  day  reads  Grecke. 
To  the  first  year,  the  Etymologie  and  Syntax  at  the  eighth 
boure. 

To  tbe  2d  at  the  9th  houre,  Prosodia  and  Dialects. 

Aflernoone. 
The  first  yeare  at  2d  houre,  practice  the  precepts  of  Gram- 
mar, in  such  authors  as  have  variety  of  words. 

Tbe  2d  yeare  at  3d  houre  practice  in  Poesy,  Nonnus,  Duport, 
or  tbe  like. 

The  3d  yeare  perfect  their  Theory  before  noon,  and  exercise 
Style,  Composition,  Imitation,  Epitome,  both  in  prose  and 
verse,  afternoone. 

The  fifth  day  reads  Hebrew,  and  the  Ea^terne  Toogoes. 
Grammar  to  the  first  yeare,  houre  the  6th- 
To  the  2d  Chaldee,  at  the  9th  houre. 
To  the  3d  Syriack  at  tbe  10th  houre. 
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AfteniooDe. 

The  first  y e&re  practice  in  the  Bible  at  the  2d  houre. 

The  3d  in  Ezra  and  Daniel  at  the  3d  houre. 

The  3d  at  the  4th  houre  in  Troetius  New  TestamenL 

The  6th  day  reads  Rhetorick  to  all  at  the  Sth  houre. 

Declamations  at  the  9th.  So  ordered  that  erery  schollar  may 
declaime  once  a  monetfa.  The  rest  of  the  day  vacat  Rbetori- 
cia  stud i is. 

The  7th  day  reads  Divinity  Catechetic&U  at  the  8(h  honre, 
common  places  at  the  9th  houre. 

Afternoone. 

The  first  houre  reads  history  in  the  winter. 

The  nature  of  plants  in  the  summer. 

The  Bumme  of  every  lecture  shall  be  examined,  before  the 
new  lecture  be  read. 

Every  schollar,  that  on  proofe  is  found  able  to  read  the 
originals  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  into  the  Latino  tongue, 
and  to  resolve  them  logically  ;  withall  being  of  godly  life  and 
conversation  ;  and  at  auy  publick  act  hath  the  approbation  of 
the  Overseers  and  Master  of  the  Colledge,  is  fit  to  be  dignified 
with  his  first  degree. 

Every  schollar  that  giveth  np  in  writing  a  System,  or  Synoiv 
sis,  or  summe  of  Logick,  uaturall  and  tnorall  Philosophy,  Aritb- 
metick.  Geometry  and  Astronomy  :  And  is  ready  to  defend  his 
Theses  or  positions  :  Withall  skilled  in  the  oiiginalls  as  ahove- 
said  :  And  of  godly  life  and  conversation :  And  so  approved 
by  tbe  Overseers  and  Master  of  the  Colledge,  at  any  publiqne 
Act,  is  fit  to  he  dignified  with  bis  2d  degree. 


4.  The  manner  of  the  late  Commencement,  expresud  in  a  Utter 
sent  over  from  the  Govemour,  and  dieers  of  the  Ministers, 
thdr  own  words  these. 

The  students  of  tbe  first  clossis  that  have  beeue  these  foure 
yeeres  trained  up  in  University  learning  (for  their  ripening  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  tongues,  and  arts)  and  are  approved  for 
their  manners,  as  they  have  kept  their  pnblick  Acts  in  former  . 
yearea,  ourselves  being  prcseat  at  them ;  so  have  they  lately 
kept  two  solemn  Acta  for  their  Commencement,  when  the  Gov- 
emour, Magistrates,  and  the  Ministers  from  all  parts,  with  all 
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sorts  of  schollars,  and  others  in  great  nambers  were  present, 
and  did  heare  their  exercises ;  which  were  L&tine  and  Greeke 
Orations,  and  Declamation i,  and  Hebrew  Analysis,  Grammati- 
cal], Logicall,  and  Rhetoricall  of  the  Psalms :  And  their  an- 
swers and  disputations  ie  Logicall,  Ethicall,  Physical!,  and 
Metaphyaicall  queslions ;  and  so  were  fouod  worthy  of  the  first 
degree,  (commonly  cilled  Batchelour)  pro  iwre  Academtarum  in 
Anglia:  Being  first  presented  by  the  President  to  the  Magis- 
trates and  Ministers,  and  by  him,  upon  their  approbation,  eoV 
emnly  admitted  unto  the  same  degree,  and  a  booke  of  arts 
delivered  into  each  of  their  hands,  and  power  given  them  to 
read  Lectures  in  the  ball  upon  any  of  the  arts,  when  they  shall 
be  thereunto  called,  and  a  liberty  of  studying  in  the  library. 

All  things  in  the  Colledge  are  at  present,  like  to  proceed 
even  as  wee  can  wish,  may  it  but  please  the  Lord  to  goe  on 
with  his  blessing  in  Christ,  and  stir  up  the  hearts  of  his  faithful! 
and  able  servants  in  our  owne  native  country,  and  here  (as  he 
hath  graciously  begun)  to  advance  this  honourable  and  most 
bopefirl  worke.  The  beginnings  whereof  and  progresse  hitherto 
(generally)  doe  fill  our  hearts  with  comfort,  and  raise  them  up 
to  much  more  expectation  of  the  Lord's  goodnesse  for  us  here- 
after, for  the  good  of  posterity,  and  the  churches  of  Christ 
Jesus. 

Your  very  loving  friends,  &o. 

BottOH,  i»  New  England,  Sept.  the  36,  1643. 

{New  Enghmds  First  Frttits,  in  Mass,  Hist.  Coll.  I.  pp. 
3^-246.] 
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The  Act  estabH$king  the  Oversetrs  of  Harvard  College. 

At  a  General  Court  held  at  Boston  in  the  year  1643. 

Whereas,  through  the  good  hand  or  God  upon  us,  there  !a 
a  College  rounded  in  Cambridge,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
called  Harvard  College,  for  the  encouragement  whereof  this 
Gonrt  has  given  the  snm  of  four  hundred  pounds,  and  also  the 
rerenue  of  the  ferry  betwixt  Charlestowa  and  Boston,  and  that 
the  well  ordering  and  managing  of  the  said  College  is  of  great 
coocernmeDt, 

It  ia  therefore  ordered  by  this  Court,  and  the  authority  there-  i 
of.  that  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  for  the  time  being,  j 
snd  all  the  Magistrates  of  this  jurisdiction,  together  with  the    | 
teaching  Elders  of  the  six  next  adjoining  towns,  viz.  Cambridge,    ' 
Watertown,   Charlestown,  Boston,   Roxbury,  and  Dorchester, 
and  the  President  of  the  said  College  for  the  time  being,  shall,  \ 
from  time  to  time,  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make  and   ' 
establish  all  such  orders,  statutes,  and  constitutions,  as  they    | 
shall  see  necessary  for  the  instituting,  guiding,  and   furthering   ' 
of  the  said  College,  and  the  several  members  thereof,  from  time 
to  time,  in  piety,  morality,  and  learning-.     As  also  to  dispose, 
order,  and  manage  to  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  College, 
and  the  members  thereof,  all  gifls,  legacies,  bequeaths,*  reve- 
■nues,  lands,  and  donations,  as  either  have  been,  are,  or  shall  be 
conferred,  bestowed,  or  any  ways  shall  fall,  or  come  to  the  said 
College. 

And  whereas  it  may  come  to  pass,  that  many  of  the  said 
Magistrates  and  said  Elders  may  be  absent,  or  otherwise  em- 
ployed about  other  weighty  affairs,  when  the  said  College  may 
need  their  present  help  and  counsel,  —  It  is  therefore  ordered, 
that  the  greater  number  of  Magistrates  and  Elders,  which  shall 
be  present,  with  the  President,  shall  have. the  power  of  the/ 
whole.  Provided  that  if  any  constitution,  order,  or  orders,  by/ 
them  made,  shall  be  found  hurtful  to  the  said  College,  or  tbel 

[*S<9uc<ittafi>iathe  wordinthe  Records  of  the  General  Court.] 
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members  thereof,  or  to  the  wesl^ublic,  then,  npon  appeal  of  the 
party,  or  parties  grieved,  unlo  the  company  of  Overseers  first 
mentioned,  t&e;  shall  repesl  the  said  order,  or  orders,  if  thej 
shall  see  cause,  at  their  next  meeting,  or  stand  accountable 
thereof  to  the  next  General  Court. 

[Taken  from  the  old  Colony  Laws,  printed  1675.    Title,  Cgll^e,  p. 
S9.  Vide  Genenl  Court  Records,  II.  p.  24.] 
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Tke  Charttr  of  the  President  anil  Fellowi  of  Harvard  College, 
under  tke  seal  of  tke  Colony  of  Maisaehuselit  Bay,  and  bear- 
ing date  Stay  30fA,  A.  D.  1050. 

Wnbrbai,  through  the  good  hand  of  Ood,  manj  well  de- 
Totfld  peTBODs  hsTQ  been,  and  d&ilj  are  moved,  aod  stirred  up, 
to  gire  and  bestow,  sundry  giAs,  legacies,  lands,  and  rerenueB, 
foi  the  adTancement  of  all  good  literature,  arts,  and  sciences  in 
Harvard  College,  in  Cambridge  in  the  County  of  MiddleseSi 
and  to  the  maintenance  of  the  President  and  Fellows,  and  for 
all  BDcommodations  of  buildings,  and  all  other  necessary  pro- 
TisioDB,  that  may  conduce  to  the  education  of  the  English  and 
Indian  youth  of  this  country,  in  knowledge  and  godliness. 

It  is  therefore  ordered,  and  enacted  by  this  Court,  and  the 
authority  thereof,  that  for  the  furthering  of  so  good  a  work  and 
for  the  puTposes  aforesaid,  from  henceforth  that  the  said  Col- 
lege, ID  Cambridge  in  Middlesex,  in  New  England,  shall  be 
a  Corporation,  consisting  of  seven  persons,  to  wit,  a  Presldeal, 
five  Fellows,  and  a  Treasurer  or  Bursar  :  and  that  Henry  Dun' 
ster  shall  be  the  first  President,  Samuel  Mather,  Samuel  Dan- 
forth.  Masters  of  Art,  Jonathan  Mitchell,  Comfort  Starr,  and 
Samael  Eaton,  Bachelors  of  Art,  shall  be  the  five  Fellows,  and 
Thomas  Danforth  to  he  present  Treasurer,  all  of  them  being 
inhabitants  in  the  Bay,  and  shall  be  the  first  seven  persons  of 
which  the  said  Corporation  shall  consist :  and  that  the  said 
seven  persons,  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  procuring  the 
presence  of  the  Overseers  of  the  College,  and  by  their  counsel 
and  consent,  shall  have  power,  and  are  hereby  authorized,  at 
any  time,  or  times,  to  elect  a  new  President,  Fellows,  or  Treas- 
urer, so  oil,  and  from  time  to  time,  as  any  of  the  said  person,  or 
persons  shall  die,  or  be  removed,  which  said  President  and 
Fellows,  for  the  time  being,  shall  for  ever  hereafter,  in  name  and 
faet,  be  one  body  politic  and  corporate  in  law,  to. all  intents  and 
purposes ;  and  shall  have  perpetual  succession  ;  and  shall  he 
called  bjr  the  name  of  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege, fnd  shall,  from  time  to  time,  he  eligible   as  aforesaid. 
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And  bj  that  name  thej,  aad  their  sttccesflori,  Bhsll  and  may 
purchase  and  acquire  to  themselves,  or  take  and  receive  upon 
free-gift  and  donation,  any  lands,  tenements,  or  h  sr  edit  amen  (s, 
within  this  jurisdiction  of  the  Massachusetts,  not  exceeding  the 
value  of  fife  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  sod  any  goods  and 
sums  of  money  whatsoerer,  to  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  said 
President,  Fellows,  and  scholars  of  the  said  College:  and  also 
may  sue  and  plead,  or  be  sued  and  impleaded  by  the  name 
aforesaid,  in  all  Courts  and  places  of  judicature,  within  the 
jurisdiction  aforesaid. 

And  that  the  said  President,  with  any  three  of  the  Fellows, 
shall  hare  power,  and  are  hereby  authorized,  when  they  shall 
think  fit,  to  make  and  appoint  a  common  seal,  for  the  use 
of  the  said  Corporation.  And  the  President  and  Fellows,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  from  time  to  time,  may  meet  and  choose 
such  officers  and  servants  for  the  College,  and  make  such  al- 
lowance to  them,  and  them  also  to  remove,  and  after  death,  or 
removal,  to  choose  such  others,  and  to  make,  from  time  to  time, 
such  orders  and  by-lawa,  for  the  better  ordering,  and  carrying 
on  the  work  of  the  College,  as  they  shall  think  fit-  Provided, 
the  said  orders  be  allowed  by  the  Overseers.  And  also,  that 
the  President  and  Fellows,  or  major  part  of  them  with  the 
Treasurer,  shall  have  power  to  make  conclusive  bargains  for 
lands  and  tenements,  to  be  purchased  by  the  said  Corporation, 
for  voloable  considerations. 

And  for  the  better  ordering  of  the  government  of  the  said 
College  and  Corporation,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  afon- 
said,  that  the  President,  and  three  more  of  the  Fellows,  shall 
and  may,  from  time  to  time,  upon  due  warning  or  notice  given 
by  the  President  to  the  rest,  hold  a  meeting,  for  the  debating 
and  concluding  of  affairs  concerning  the  profits  and  revenues 
of  any  lands,  and  disposing  of  their  goods,  (provided  that  all 
the  said  disposings  be  according  lo  the  will  of  the  donors  :)  and 
for  direction  in  all  emergent  occasions;  execution  of  all  orders 
and  by-laws ;  and  for  the  procuring  of  a  general  meeting  of  all 
the  Overseers  and  Society,  in  great  and  difficult  coses ;  and  in 

1  cases  of  non-agreement;  in  all  which  cases  aforesaid,  the  con- 
clusion shall  be  made  by  the  major  part,  the  said  President 
having  a  casting  voice,  the  Overseers  consenting  thereunto. 
And  that  all  the  aforesaid  transactions  shall  tend  to,  and  for 
the  use  and  behoof  of  the  President,  Fellows,  scholars,  and 


n,g,t,7.cbyGOOglC 


APPEKDIX.  13] 

officers  of  the  s^id  College,  and  for  all  accommedatioDB  of  build- 
ings,  books,  and  all  olber  necessary  prorisions,  and  furniturea, 
as  may  be  for  the  adrancement  and  education  of  youth,  in  all 
manner  of  good  literature,  arts,  and  sciences.  And  further  be 
it  ordered  by  this  Court,  and  the  authority  thereof,  that  all  the 
lands,  leuements,  or  hereditaments,  houses,  or  revenues,  within 
this  jurisdiction,  to  the  aforesaid  President  or  College  apper- 
taining, not  exceeding  the  value  of  five  hundred  piounds  per 
annum,  shall,  from  henceforth,  be  freed  from  ail  civil  imposi- 
tions, taxes,  and  rates ;  all  goods  to  the  said  Corporation,  or  to 
any  scholars  thereof  appertaining,  shall  be  exempted  from  all 
manner  of  toll,  cualoms,  and  excise  whatsoeTer.  And  that  the 
said  President,  'Pellows,  and  scholars,  together  with  the  ser- 
Tints,  and  other  necessary  officers  to  the  said  President,  or 
College  appertaining,  not  exceeding  ten,  viz.  three  to  the  Presi- 
dent, and  seven  to  the  College  belonging,  shall  be  exempted  from 
all  personal  civil  offices,  military  exercises,  or  services,  natch- 
ings,  and  wardings:  sod  such  of  their  estates,  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  pounds  a  man,  shall  be  free  from  all  country  (axes, 
or  rates  whatsoever,  and  none  others. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  Conrt  hath  caused  the  seal  of  the 
colony  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Dated  the  one  and  thirtieth  day 
of  the  third  month,  called  May,  anno  1650. 

THOMAS  DUDLEY,  Govtmor. 

[A  copy  of  the  original,  engrossed  on  parchment,  under  the  sig- 
nature of  Governor  Dudley,  with  the  Colono  seal  appendaott  and  in 
the  custody  of  the  President  of  Harvard  College.] 
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No.  IV.     (p.  10.) 

An  Appendix  to  the  College  Charier,  granted  by  an  Act  of  the 
General  Court  of  the  Colony,  passed  anno  1657. 

At  a.  GeoeTsl  Court  held  at  Boeton  the  14th  of  Oct  1657. 

In  answer  to  certaio  proposals,  presented  to  this  Court  bj 
the  Overseers  of  Harvard  College,  as  an  appeadix  to  the  Col- 
lege Charter  it  is  ordered,  The  Corporation  shall  have  pover, 
from  time  to  time,  to  make  such  orders  and  by-laws,  for  the 
better  ordering,  and  carrying  on  of  ihe  work  of  the  College,  as 
they  shall  see  cause,  without  dependence  upon  the  consent  of 
the  Overseers  foregoing.  Provided  always,  that  the  Corpora- 
tion shall  be  responsible  unto,  and  those  orders  and  by-laws 
shall  be  alterable  by,  the  Overseers  according  to  their  discretion. 

And  when  the  Corporation  shall  hold  a.  meeting  for  agreeing 
with  College  servants ;  for  making  of  orders  and  by-lawa ;  for 
debating  and  concluding  of  affairs,  concerning  the  profits  and 
revenues  of  any  lands,  or  giAs,  and  the  disposing  thereof,  (pro- 
vided that  all  the  said  disposals  be  according  to  the  will  of  the 
donors) ;  for  managing  of  all  emergent  occasions,  for  the  pro- 
caring  of  a  general  meeting  of  the  Overseers  and  Society,  in 
great  and  difficult  cases,  and  in  cases  of  non-agreement ;  and 
foi  all  other  College  affairs  to  them  pertaining,  —  in  all  these 
cases  the  conclusion  shall  be  valid,  being  made  by  the  major 
part  of  the  Corporatioi.,  the  President  having  a  casting  vote. 
Provided  always,  that  in  these  things  also,  they  be  responsible 
to  the  Overseers,  as  aforesaid. 

And  in  case  the  Corporation  shall  see  cause  to  call  a  meeting 
of  the  Overseer;,  or  the  Overseers  shall  see  good  to  meet  of 
themselves,  it  shall  be  sufficient  unto  the  validity  of  College 
acts,  that  notice  be  given  to  the  Overseers,  in  the  six  (owns 
mentioned  in  the  printed  law,  anno  1643,  when  the  rest  of  the 
Overseers,  by  reason  of  the  remoteness  of  their  habitations, 
cannot  convenienClj  he  acquainted  therewith. 
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Worthy  Sir, — Being  iDfotmed  that  there  is  k  part  of  the 
goods  that  be  come  oTer  (id  the  late  ships)  that  belonged  to  the 
College,  therefore  being  unwilling  to  trouble  the  whole  Court 
with  the  bnsinesB,  I  thought  it  sufficient  to  acquaint  you  with 
my  mind,  so  much  rather  because  yon  have  ret^eired  in  my 
ftccouDts  for  the  last  year,  and  may  when  you  pleaae  (on  two 
days'  warning)  for  this  year,  since  the  beginning  of  S.ber,  1642, 
to  the  same,  1643.  Now  two  things  do  I  desire  ;  the  first,  that 
what  is  coming  to  the  College  may  be  paid  me  in  kind,  for  the 
last  year's  rate  which  was  gi¥en  me,  besides  all  the  delays  and 
over-prevailing  entreaties  of  some  poor  neighbours  that  thought 
tberoselvea  OTercharged,  and  so  have  got  partly  some  releases, 
and  many  whole  forbearance  even  to  this  day.  This  discon- 
Tenience  hath  been  distractive,  that  I  was  to  receive  it  at  so 
many  men's  hands ;  and  albeit  the  constables  should  have  saved 
me  this  labour,  yet-our  neighbours,  knowing  I  should  receive 
it  inevitably,  appealed  from  them  to  myself.  Yea,  also,  that 
gross  sum  of  ^40,  that  was  to  be  paid  from  one  man,  hath  not ; 
nor  indeed  could  it  be  paid  without  distraction  to  myself  in 
accounts,  and  turnings  over ;  and  unwillingneas  in  some  to 
receive  there,  with  some  words  of  complaint  as  if  their  expecta- 
tion were  not  answered  in  that  which  thej  received,  wherein 
the;  in  a  sort  both  blamedmyHelf,  because  they  received  not  satis- 
faction at  ray  hands  immediately,  and  him  from  whom  they  had 
it,  though  both  of  us  causelessly.  Therefore,  my  first  desire  is, 
that  the  College  may  have  its  due  in  kind,  if  this  may  be  no 
offence ;  else  I  snbmit. 

The  second  thing  is  this,  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  inform 
those  whom  it  may  concern,  that  hitherto,  with  alt  conacionable 
and  diligent  providence  that  I  could,  have  I  disburst  and  ex- 
pended whatever  hath  come  to  hand  in  mere  buildings  for  the 
bouse;  and  seeing  that  now  that  work  in  this  house  will  draw 
to  a  period  (though  haply  ^30  will  not  fully  finish  it  yet)  I 
desire  to  know  whether  the  country  will  allow  me  any  personal' 
interest  in  any  of  the  said  goods,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
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abatemenlB  that  I  have  Buffered,  from  £60  to  £50,  from  £SO  to 
jEi5,  from  £45  to  £30,  which  is  notr  my  rent  from  the  ferry, 
and  you  know  in  what  mannei  in  my  family  charged,  and  bj 
my  tenanla  discharged.  I  was  and  am  willing,  considering  the 
poverty  of  the  country,  to  descend  to  the  lowest  step,  if  there 
can  be  nothing  comfortably  allowed  me;  I  still  sit  down  ap- 
peased, desiring  no  more  but  what  may  supply  me  and  mine 
with  food  and  raiment,  (and  to  give  every  one  iheir  own)  to  the 
furtherance  of  the  success  of  our  labou  for  the  good  of  Church 
and  Common  wealth,  without  distraction  in  the  work  whereuato 
I  am  called,  and,  by  God's  great  mercy  and  goodness,  cheer- 
fully therein  abide;  desiring  your  prayers  for  a  continuance, 
and  your  praises  to  God  for  the  sauctifying  of  all  the  passages 
of  his  fatherly  providence  towards 

Your  loving  and  much  boundea 

HENRIE  DUHSTER. 

Cambr.  7  bris,  \8th,  1643- 

This  letter  vta  undoubtedly  to  Governor  Wihthbop. 

[Mass.  Hist.  Coll.  X,  pp.  187,  188,  Second  Series.] 


1712,  July  39th.  The  Honourable  Judge  Sewall  presented 
the  President,  from  Mr.  Secretary,  the  following  extract  out  of 
the  Country  Records.  —  "At  a  session  of  the  General  Court, 
27th  of  8ih  month,  1G47. 

"I.  In  answer  to  Mr. Dunster's  petition,  —  First,  we  find  due 
from  the  country  to  the  College,  out  of  that  which  was  given 
by  several  donors  in  England,  one  hundred  thirty-three  pounds. 

"  3-  There  is  supposed  to  be  due  to  the  College  upon  the  conn- 
try's  gitl,  one  hundred  ninety  pounds  sixteen  shilHngs- 

"3-  We  find  due  to  the  College  in  relation  to  the  President 
having  fallen  short  so  much  of  that  which  he  should  have  re- 
ceived annually  from  the  country,  fif\y-six  pounds. 

"4.  We  conceive  it  reasonable  that  there  should  be  £50 
taken  out  of  the  £190  16s.  and  payed  to  Mr.  Davison,  accord- 
ing as  the  President  doth  desire. 

"5.  We  conceive  it  most  convenient  that  what  doth  now 
appear  to  be  due  from  the  country  to  the  College,  that  it  be 
.  forthwith  paid  to  the  College,  or  otherwise  to  allow  not  ex- 
ceeding eight  per  cent,  to  the  College,  so  long  as  it  lyee  in  the 
hands  of  the  country.  Lastly,  we  conceive  it  very  necessary 
that  such  as  study  Physick  or  Chirorgy,  may  have  liborty  to 
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read  Anatomy,  and  to  anatomize,  once  in   four   years,  some 
malefactor,  in  case  there  be  such  as  the  Court  shall  allow  of 

"  At  the  within  EeasioD  of  the  General  Court,  npon  the  petition 
of  Nicholas  DavisoD  for  the  hundred  pounds  due  to  Mrs.  GloTer, 
it  is  ordered  the  hundred  pounds  should  be  paid  him,  and  when 
it  is  paid,  awuraoce  must  be  taken  of  Hr.  Davison  of  the  - 
College  to  the  country's  use,  and  Mr.  Peters  is  to  pay  fifty 
pounds  to  the  College." 

The  Lady  Moulson  gave  towards  the  abovesaid  Colledge  one 
hundred  pounds  and  Mr.  Bridges  fifty  pounds,  which  was  paid 
nnto  the  Country  Treasurer,  with  other  small  gifts,  amounting 
to  twelve  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  a  groat.  —  The  whole 
amounting  to  ^163  16«.  and  a  groat,  for  which  the  country  doth 
remain  debtor  to  this  day,  and  for  the  same  they  have  annually 
allow'd  to  the  Colledge  fifteen  pounds,  coromeneiDg  from  the 
year  1646. 

Nothing  received  since  the  year  1684. 

[DonatiM  Book,  I.  p.  3.] 

3  + 
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No.  VI.     (pp.  6,  7.) 

1.  This  yeaie  the  TeveTead  and  judicious  M.  Jos.  Glorer 
undertook  this  long  vojage,  being  able  both  id  person  and  es- 
tate for  the  work  he  proTided,  for  further  compleating  the  Colo- 
nies in  Church  aod  Commonwealtb  work,  a  printer,  which  hath 

been  very  useful!  in  many  respects 

This  yeare,  although  the  estates  ot  these  pilgrim  people 
were  much  wasted,  yet  seeing  the  benefit  that  would  accrew  to 
the  Churches  of  Christ  and  ci?il  government,  by  the  Lord's 
blessing  upon  learning,  they  began  to  erect  a  Colledge,  the 
Lord  by  his  provident  hand  giving  his  approbation  to  the  work, 
it)  sending  over  a  faithfull  and  godly  servant  of  his,  the  reverend 
Mr.  John  Harverd,  who  joyning  with  the  people  of  Christ  at 
Cbartes  Towne;  suddainly  after  departed  this  life,  and  gave  near 
a  thousand  pound  toward  this  work  ;  wherefore  the  government 
thought  it  meet  to  call  it  Harverd  Colledge  in  remembrance  of 
htm. —  [Johnson's  Wondtr-WorUng  Providence,  pp.  129,  133. 
London,  1654.  Republished  in  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.  IL  p.  49, 
Second  Series.] 


3.  Toward  the  latter  end  of  this  summer  came  over  tho 
learned,  reverend,  and  judicious  Mr,  Henry  Dunster,  before 
whose  coming  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  provide  a  patron  for 
erecting  a  Colledg,  as  you  have  formerly  heard,  his  provident 
hand  being  now  no  less  powerful  <in  pointing  out  with  his  un- 
erring linger,  a  President  abundantly  fitted  this  his  servant,  and 
sent  him  over  for  to  mannage  the  work ;  and  as  in  all  the  other 
passages  of  this  history,  the  Wouder-Working  Providence  of 
Sions  Saviour  hath  appeared,  bo  more  especially  in  this  work, 
the  fountains  of  learning  being  in  a  great  measure  stopped  in 
OUT  native  country  at  this  time,  so  that  the  sweet  waters  of 
Shilo'a  streams  must  ordinarily  pass  into  the  Churches  through 
the  stinking  channel  of  prelatical  pride,  beside  all  the  filtb 
that  the  foantBins  themselves  were  daily  incumbred  withall, 
insomuch  that  the  Lord  turned  aside  often  from  them,  and 
refused  the  breathinge  of  his  blessed  Spirit  among  them,  which 
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caused  Satsn  (in  these  tatler  daies  of  bis  tTansfoimatioa  into  an 
angel  of  light)  to  make  it  a  means  to  perswade  people  from  the 
Qse  of  learning  allogether,  that  eo  in  the  next  generation  thej 
might  be  destitute  of  such  helps,  as  the  Lord  hath  been  pleased 
hitherto  lo  make  use  of,  as  chief  means  for  the  conversion  of  his 
people,  and  building  them  up  in  (he  holy  faith,  as  also  for 
breaking  downe  the  kingdom  of  Antichrist  ;  and  verilyhad  not 
ibe  Lord  been  pleased  to  furnish  New  England  with  means  foT 
the  attainment  of  learning,  the  work  would  hare  been  carried 
on  very  heavily,  and  the  hearts  of  godly  parents  would  have 
vanish'd  away,  with  heaviness  for  their  poor  children,  whom 
they  must  bave'lefl  in  a  desolate  wilderness,  destitute  of  the 
meanes  of  grace. 

It  being  a  work  (in  the  apprehension  of  all,  whose  capacity 
could  reach  to  the  great  sums  of  money,  the  edifice  of  a  mean 
Colledg  would  cost)  past  the  reach  of  a  poor  pilgrim  people, 
who  had  expended  the  greatest  part  of  their  estates  on  a  long 
voyage,  travelling  into  forraign  countryes,  being  unprofitable  to 
any  that  have  undertaken  it,  although  it  were  but  with  their 
nece.'isary  attendance,  whereas  this  people  were  forced  to  travel 
with  wifes,  children,  and  seivauts  ;  besides  they  considered  the 
treble  charge  of  buildiog  in  this  new  populated  desart,  in  regard 
of  al  kind  of  workmanship,  knowing  likewise,  that  young  BtQ- 
dents  could  make  but  a  poor  progress  -in  learning,  by  looking 
on  the  bare  walls  of  their  chambers,  and  that  Diogenes  would 
have  the  better  of  them  by  far,  in  making  use  of  a  tun  to  lodg 
in,  not  being  ignorant  also,  that  many  people  in  this  age  are 
out  of  conceit  with  learning,  and  that  although  tbey  were  not 
among  a  people  who  counted  ignorance  the  mother  of  devotioD, 
yet  were  the  greater  part  of  the  people  wholly  devoted  to  the 
plow,  (but  to  speak  uprightly,  hunger  is  sharp,  and  the  head 
will  retain  little  learning,  if  the  heart  be  not  refreshed  in  some 
competent  measure  with  food,  although  the  gross  vapors  of  a. 
glutted  stomack  are  the  bane  of  a  bright  understanding,  and 
brings  barrenness  to  the  brain),  but  how  to  have  both  go  on 
together,  as  yet  they  know  not ;  amidst  all  these  difficulties,  it 
was  ihought'meet  learning  should  plead  for  itself,  and  (as  many 
other  men  of  good  rank  and  quality  in  this  barren  desart)  plod 
out  a  way  to  live :  Hereupon  all  those  who  had  tasted  the 
sweet  wine  of  wisdoms  drawing,  and  fed  on  the  dainties  of 
fcnowledg,  began  to  set  their  wita  a  work)  and  verily  as  the 
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vhole  progress  of  this  work  had  a  firther  dependency  thui 
on  the  present  eyed  mesas,  so  at  this  time  chiefl;  the  eod 
being  firmly  fixed  on  a  sure  foundation,  namely,  the  glory  of 
Qod,  and  good  of  all  his  elect  people,  the  world  throughout, 
in  vindicating  the  truths  of  Christ,  and  promoting  his  glorious 
kingdom,  who  is  now  taking  the  heathen  for  hia  inheri- 
tance, .and  the  utmost  ends  of  the  earth  for  his  possession, 
means  they  know  there  are,  many  thousands  uneyed  of  mortal 
man,  which  every  dales  Providence  brings  forth  ;  upon  these 
resolutions,  to  work  they  go,  and  with  thankful  acknowledgment, 
readily  take  up  all  lawful  means  as  they  come  to  hand,  for  place 
they  fix  their  eye  upon  New-Town,  which  to  tell  their  posterity 
whence  they  came,  is  now  named  Cambrld^,  and  withal  to  make 
the  whole  world  understand,  that  spiritual  learning  was  the 
thing  they  chiefly  desired,  to  sanciifie  the  other,  and  make  the 
whole  lump  holy,  and  that  learning  being  set  upon  its  right 
abject,  might  not  contend  for  error  Instead  of  truth  ;  they  chose 
this  place,  being  then  under  the  Orthodox,  and  soul -flourishing 
Hinistery  of  Mr.  Thomas  Shepheard,  of  jvhom  it  may  be  said, 
without  any  wrong  to  others,  the  Lord  by  his  Ministery  hath 
saved  many  a  hundred  loul :  The  scituation  of  this  Colledg  is 
very  pleasant,  at  the  end  of  a  spacious  plain,  more  like  a.  bow- 
ling green,  than  a  wilderness,  neer  a  fair  navigable  river,  envi- 
roned with  many  neighbouring  towns  of  note,  being  so  neer, 
that  their  houses  joyn  with  her  suburbs,  the  building  thought  by 
some  to  be  loo  gorgeous  for  ■  wilderness,  and  yet  too  mean  in 
others  apprehensions  for  a  Colledg,  it  is  at  present  inlarging  by 
purchase  of  the  neighbour  houses,  it  hath  the  conveniencies  of 
a  fair  Hall,  comfortable  studies,  and  a  good  Library,  given  by 
the  liberal  hand  of  some  magistrates  and  ministers,  with  others  : 
The  chief  gift  towards  the  founding  of  this  Colledg,  was  by 
Mr.  John  Harnes,  a.  reverend  minister,  the  country  being  very 
weak  in  their  publike  Treasury,  expended  about  .£500  towards 
it,  and  for  the  maintenance  thereof,  gave  the  yearly  revenue  of 
a  ferry  passage  between  Boston  and  Charles  Town,  the  which 
amounu  to  about  40  or  ^50  per  annum.  The  CommissionerB 
of  the  four  united  Colonies,  also,  taking  into  consideration,  (of 
what  common  concernment  this  work  would  be,  not  only  to  the 
whole  plantations  in  general,  but  also  to  all  ouj-  English  na- 
tion) they  endeavoured  to  stir  up  all  the  people  in  the  several 
Colonies  to  make  a  yearly  contribution  toward  it,  which  by  some 
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ia  observed,  bat  by  the  moat  ver;  much  neglected  ;  the  gtneiB' 
ment  hath  endeavoured  to  grant  ibem  all  the  priviledges  fit  for  a 
CoUedg,  and  accordingly   the  Goveraour  and  Hagifllralei,  to- 
gether with  the  President  of  the  Golledg,  for  the  time   beiDg, 
have  a  cootinual  care  of  ordering  all  matters  for  the  good  of  the 
whole  :     This  Colledg  hath  brought  forth,  and  nurst  up  very 
hopeful  plants,  to  the   supplying  some   Churches  here,  as  the 
gracious  and  godly  Mr.  Wilson,  sod  to  the  grave  sod  zealous 
servant  of  Christ,  Mr.  John  Wilson  ;  this  young  man  is  Pastor 
to  the  Church  of  Christ  at  Dorchester  ;  as  also  Mr.  Buckly,  sod 
to  the  reverend   Mr.  Buckly  of  Concord ;  ss  also  a  second  son 
of  his,  whom  our  native  country  hath  now  at  present  help  in 
(he  ministery,  and  the  other  is  over  a  people  of  Christ  in  one 
of  these  Colonies,  and  if  I  mistake  not,  England   hath  I  hope 
not  only  this  young  man  of  New  England  nurturing  up  in  learn- 
ing,  but  many  more,  as  M.  Samuel  and    Nathansel  Mathera^i^ 
Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  Downing,  Mr.  Barnard,  Mr.  Allin,  Mr.  Bruster. 
Mr.  William   Ames,  Mr.  lones:     Another  of  the  first  fruits  of 
this  Colledg  is  imployed  in  these  western  parts  in  Mavis,  one 
of  the  Summer  Islands;  beside  these  named,  some  help  hath 
been   had  from  hence  in  the  study  of  Physick,  ss  also  the  godly 
Mr.  Samuel  Danforth,  who  hath  not  only  studied  Divinity,  but 
also  Astronomy,  he  put  forth   many    almanacks,  and   is   now 
called  to  the  office  of  a  teaching  Elder  in  the  Church  of  Christ 
at  RoKbury,  who  was  one  of  the  fellows  of  this  Colledg;  the 
number  of  students  is   much   encreased  of  late,  so  that   the 
present  year,  1661,  ou  the  twelfth  of  the  sixth  moneth,  ten  of 
them  took  the  degree  of  Batchelors  of  Art,  among  whom  the 
sea-born  son   of  Mr.   lohn   Cotton  was  one.     Some  gemlemen 
have  sent  their  sons  hither  from  England,  who  are  to  be  com- 
mended   for  their   care  of  them,  as   the   judicious   and  godly 
Doctor  Ames,  and  divers  others  :     This  hath  been  a  place  cer- 
tainly more  free  from  temptations  to  lewdness,  than  ordinarily 
England  hath  been,  yet  if  men  shall  presume  upon  this  to  send 
their  most  exorbitant  children,  intending  them  more  especially 
fer  Gods  service,  the  justice  of  God  doth  sometimes  meet  with 
them,  and  the  means  doth  more  harden  them  in  their  way,  for 
of  late  the  godly  Governors  of  this  Colledg  have  been  forced  to 
expell  some,  for  fear  of  corrupting  the  fountain.     ..... 

Mr.  Henry  Dunster  is  now  President  of  this  Colledg,  fitted 
from  the  Lord  for  the  work,  and  by  those  that  have  skill  that 
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way,  reported  to  be  an  Me  proficient,  in  both  Hebrew,  Greek, 
and  Latine  languages,  an  Orthodoic  Preacher  of  the  truths  of 
Chiiat,  very  powerful  through  bis  blessing  to  move  the  affection ; 
and  besides  he  having  a  good  inspectioD  into  the  well-ordering 
of  things  fb»  the  students  miintenance  (whose  commons  hatfa 
been  very  short  hitherto]  by  his  frugal  providence  h^th  con- 
tinued them  longer  at  their  studies  than  otherwise  they  coold 
have  done ;  and  verily  it's  great  pity  such  ripe  beads  as  many 
of  them  be,  should  want  means  to  further  them  in  learning. 
.      [Ibid.pf.im-lfi6,  168.] 
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No.Vn.    (p.  6.) 

1.  At  Cambridge,  mastei  Sheppard  Pastor,  master  Dunster 
Schoolmaster;  divers  young  scbollers  are  there  under  him  to 
the  number  of  almost  twenty.  —  [Leekford's  Plaint  Dealing,  p. 
37.  London,  1642.  Reprinted  id  Mass.  Hist.  Colh  III.  p.  55, 
Third  Series.] 


S.  Master  Henry  Dnnster,  Schoolmaster  of  CambridgCj  de- 
serves commendations  above  many;  he  hath  the  pi  at  forme  and 
way  of  conversion  of  the  natives,  indifierent  right,'  and  much 
studies  the  same,  wherein  yet  he  wants  not  opposition,  as  some 
other  also  have  met  with :  He  vrill,  without  doubt,  prove  an 
instrument  of  much  good  in  the  couotrey,  being  a  good  scholar, 
and  having  ekil  in  the  tongues;  He  will  make  it  good,  that  the 
way  to  instruct  the  Indians,  must  be  in  their  oione  language, 
not  English  i  and  that  tbcir  language  may  be  perfected. 

[Ibid.  pp.  52,  53.] 


(p.  18.) 
3.  At  New  Plymouth  they  have  but  one  Minuter,  niBster 
Rayner ;  yet  master  Chancey  lives  there,  and  one  master  Smith, 
both  Ministers,  they  are  not  in  any  office  there ;  master  Chan- 
cey stands  for  dipping  in  haptisme  onely  necessary,  and  some 
other  thiiigs,  concerning  which  there  liath  been  much  dispute, 
and  master  Chancey  put  to  the  worst  by  the  opinion  of  the 
Churcbea  advised  withal).  -^  [Ibid.  p.  40.] 
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No.  VIIL     (p.  101.) 

1.  Edward  Hopkins  was  soo-iu-law  of  Goveinour  Eaton,  «nd, 
alternatel;  with  Hajnea,  for  man;  years.  Go vernour  of  ibe  colo- 
ny of  Connecticut,  in  which  elation  Eliot  erroneously  asserts 
he  died.  He  went  to  England,  probably  in  1652,  whence  he 
did  not  return  ;  Ihoagh,  after  the  decease  of  Haynes,  be  was 
again  chosen  Gorernotir,  in  1654.  The  time  of  his  death  was 
March,  1657,  a  few  months  before  bis  friend  Eaton.  He  was 
then  serving  in  parliament,  and  aleo  as  a  commissioner  of  the 
army  and  na?y.  His  liberality  to  New  England  was  abundantly 
shown  in  his  will,  made  seventh  or  seventeeth  March,  1656-7. 
Extracts  will  interest  the  present  age  :  "  For  ray  estate  in  New 
England,  (the  full  account  of  which  I  leA  clear  in  book  there, 
and  the  care  and  inspectinn  whereof  was  committed  to  my  loving 
friend.  Captain  John  Cullick,)  I  do  in  this  manner  dispose: 
Item,  I  do  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  eldest  child  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Newton,  wife  to  Mr.  Roger  Newton  of  Farminglon,  and  daugh- 
ter to  Mr.  Thomas  Hooker,  deceased,  the  sum  of  £^iQ;  as  also 
the  sum  of  ^^30  unto  the  eldest  child  of  Mr.  John  Cnllick  by 
Elizabeth  bis  present  wife.  Item,  I  do  give  and  bequeath  to 
Mrs.  Sarah  Wilson,  the  wife  of  Mr.  John  Wilson,  preacher  of 
the  gospel,  and  daughter  of  my  dear  pastor,  Mr.  Hooker,  my 
firm  at  Farmington,  with  all  the  houses,  out-bouses,  buildings, 
lands,  Slc,  belonging  thereunto,  to  the  use  of  her  and  the  heirs 
of  her  body  for  ever.  I  do  also  give  unto  Mrs.  Susan  Hooker, 
tbe  relict  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hooker,  all  such  debis  as  are  due  to 
me  from  her,  upon  the  account  I  left  in  New  England.  And 
tbe  residue  of  my  estate  there  I  do  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to 
my  father,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Esq.  Mr.  John  Davenport,  Mr. 
John  Cullick,  and  Mr.  William  Goodwin,  in  full  assurance  of 
their  trust  and  faithfulness  in  disposing  of  it  according  to  the 
trne  intent  and  purpose  of  me  the  said  Edward  Hopkins,  which 
is,  to  give  some  encouragement  in  those  foreign  plantations  for 
the  breeding  up  of  hopeful  youths,  both  at  tbe  grammar  school 
and  College,  for  the  publick  service  of  the  country  in  future 
limes.  For  the  estate  the  Lord  hath  given  me  in  this  England, 
I  thus  dispose,  and  my  wish  is.that  ^150  per  annum  be  yearly 
paid  per  my  executor  to  Mr.  David   Yale,  brother  to  my  dear 
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diatreased  wife,  for  her  comfoitable  maintenanoe,  tad  to  be 
disposed  of  per  him  for  her  good,  she  not  being  >q  a  condition 
fit  to  manage  it  herself;  and  I  do  heartily  entreat  him  to  bo. 
carefa]  and  tender  over  her ;  and  mj  will  is,  that  this  be  paid 
quarterly  by  £37  10s  each  quarter,  and  to  continue  to  the  end 
of  the  quarter,  after  the  death  of  m;  said  vife,  and  that  my 
executor  give  good  security  for  a  punctual  performance  hereof. 
Hy  will  also  is,  that  the  ^30  given  me  per  the  will  and  testa- 
ment of  my  brother  Henry  Hopkins,  lately  deceased,  be  given 
to  our  sister  Mrs.  Jndith  [unknown^,  during  her  natural  life, 
and  that  it  be  made  up  i£50  per  annum  during  her  life.  I  do 
give  to  my  sister  Mrs.  Margaret  Thomson  the  sum  of  ^50,  to  be 
paid  her  within  one  year  ader  my  decease.  I  do  give  unto  my 
nephew  Henry  Thomson  ^800,  whereof  ^400  to  be  paid  within 
sixteen  months  afler  my  decease,  and  the  other  .£400  wilbtn 
six  months  afier  the  decease  of  my  wife.  I  do  likewise  give 
and  bequeath  to  ray  niece  Katherine  Thomson,  but  now  Kath- 
erine  James,  (over  and  above  the  portion  of  i^SOO  formerly 
given  her,)  jf  100.  I  do  also  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  nieces, 
Elizabeth  and  Patience  Dalley,  unto  each  of  them,  ^200,  pro- 
vided tbey  attend  the  direction  of  their  brother  or  aunts,  or 
such  as  are  capable  lo  give  them  advice  in  the  dispose  of  them- 
selves in  marriage.  I  give  unto  my  brother,  Hr.  David  Yale, 
^00;  to  my  brother,  Mr.  Thomas  Yale,  .£200,  and  to  my 
sister,  Mrs.  Hannah  Eaton,  ^00.  My  farther  mind  and  will 
is,  thai,  within  six  months  after  the  decease  of  my  wife,  £600 
be  made  over  into  New  England,  according  to  the  advice  of  my 
loving  friends,  Major  Robert  Thomson  and  Mr.  Francis  Wil- 
loughby,  and  conveyed  into  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  before 
mentioned,  in  farther  prosecution  of  the  aforesaid  publick  ends, 
which,  in  the  simplicity  of  my  heart,  are  for  the  upholding  and 
promoting  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  those  parts 
of  the  earth.  I  do  farther  give  unto  my  beloved  wife  a  bed, 
with  all  furniture  belonging  unto  it,  for  herself  to  lie  on,  and 
another  for  the  servant  maid  that  waits  on  her,  and  i^O  in  plate 
for  her  present  use,  besides  one-third  part  of  all  my  household 
goodn.  J  give  unto  Mr.  John  Davenport,  Mr.  Theopbilua  Ea- 
ton, Mr.  Cullick,  each  of  them,  £2ft,  to  be  made  over  to  them 
into  New  England  where  they  are ;  and  my  will  and  pleasure  is, 
that  £20  be  put  into  a  piece  of  plate,  and  presented  in  my 
name  to  my  honoured  firiend  Dr.  Wright,  to  whom  I  owe  more 
4  + 
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than  that,  being  much  engaged,  deairitig  him  to  accept  it  oaly 
as  a  testimony  of  my  respects.  I  do  gire  unto  mj  servant, 
James  Porter,  ^iO;  unto  mj  maid  Margaret  ^5  ;  unto  m;  maid 
Mary  £i.  I  do  give  unto  my  honored  and  loving  friends, 
Major  Robert  Thompson  and  Mr.  Francis  Willoughby,  ,£20 
a-piece,  in  a  piece  of  plate,  as  a  token  of  my  respects  unto 
them  ;  and  I  do  give  unto  my  servant,  Thomas  Haytor,  :f20. 
I  do  give  unto  my  sister  Yale,  the  wife  of  Mr.  David  Yale,  ^30; 
as  also  to  John  Lollor,  a  youth  now  with  my  sister  Eve,  £iSi,  to 
farther  him  out  to  be  an  apprentice  to  some  good  trade,  and 
£^  more  at  the  time  of  his  coming  to  his  own  liberty,  to  en- 
courage him  to  set  up  his  trade,  if  he  contioue  living  so  long. 
I  do  gire  auto  my  nephew  Henry  Dalley,  Master  of  Arts  in 
Cambridge,  my  land  in  the  county  of  Essex ;  and,  for  the 

payment  of  all  debts,  dues,  and  legacies,  do  give  unto  him  all 
my  personal  estate,  and,  by  these  presents,  renouncing  and 
making  void  all  other  wills  and  testaments,  do  declare,  consti- 
tute, and  make  him  my  sole  executor,  and  my  good  friends, 
Major  Robert  Thomson,  and  Mr.  Francis  Willoughby,  Over- 
seers, of  this  my  last  will  and  tastament.  Signed,  sealed,  de- 
clared, and  published  by  the  said  Edward  Hopkins,  Esq.  at  his 
house  at  London,  on  the  17th  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  oar 
Lord  1657,  to  be  his  last  will  and  testament." 

Mention  of  the  distress  of  his  wife,  named  Ann,  which  was 
by  loss  of  her  reason,  will  occur  in  our  second  volume.  She 
died  17th  December,  1698.  Trumbull,  I.  233,  says,  Hopkins's- 
estate,  "given  in  New  England,  was  estimated  at  about  £1000 
sterling,  and  was  appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  grammar 
schools  in  New  Haven,  Hartford,  and  Hadley.  The  money 
originally  belonged  to  New  Haven  and  Hartford  ;  but  as  a  con- 
siderable number  of  the  people  of  Hartford  afterwards  removed 
to  Hadley,  and  were  principal  settlers  of  that  town,  they  re- 
ceived their  proportion  of  the  donation." 

In  six  months  after  the  wife's  decease,  which  was  abovo  forty 
years  later  than  the  testator's,  the  £500  out  of  the  English 
property  should  have  been  paid.  But  the  executor  and  resi- 
duary devisee  being  dead,  process  in  chancery  was  necessary 
against  hit  executor.  Under  a  final  decree  by  Sir  Simon  Har- 
court,  lord  keeper.  Harvard  College  has  enjoyed,  jointly  with 
the  grammar  school  in  Cambridge,  since  1714,  a  fund,  of  which 
Governor  Dudley  and  other  principal  persons,  civil,  and  eccle- 
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siastical,  to  the  numbei  of  twenty-one,  were  made  first  Trnatees. 
As  the  cHrection  from  the  chancer;  was  to  invest  the  same 
in  lands,  a  purchase  was  made,  under  authority  of  aa  act  of 
the  province,  from  the  Nalick  Indians,  being  about  thirteen 
thousand  acres,  comprising,  with  an  additional  grant  fnnn  the 
province,  the  flourishing  town  of  Hopkinton,  in  Middlesex 
county, —  having  its  name  from  this  liberal  benefactor  of  New 
England, —  and  part  of  the  town  of  Upton  in  the  count;  of 
Worcester.  The  rent  charge  of  these  landa,  for  many  ;eara 
secured  b;  the  Commonwealth,  amounted  to  (222,22  annually, 
until  March,  1823,  and  from  thence  forward,  forever  S66G,67 
annuall;,  being  at  the  rate  of  one  penny  sterling  per  acre  for 
the  first  ninety-nirte  years  of  the  leases,  and  threb  pence  sterling 
afterwards.  Being  one  of  the  Trustees,  the  editor  knows  the 
faithful  and  judicious  employment  of  this  charity.  The  fund, 
which,  notwithstanding  the  evils  of  paper  mone;iand  occasional 
injurious  denial  of  rent  b;  some  of  the  tenants,  has  been  in- 
creased, now  exceeds  the  sum  of  $16,000,  beajdes  the  original 
investment. 

Several  letters  of  Governor  Hopkins  to  John  Winthrop,  Jr. 
are  preserved  in  volume  XIX.  of  Trumbull's  manuscripts,  and 
there  is  one  to  our  aathor,  21st  June,  1648,  printed  in  Hutch- 
inson's Collection,  22S,  showing  a  disposition  to  return  to 
England,  controlled  b;  afiection  towards  his  adopted  conntry. 
It  is  written  with  more  perspicuity  than  is  usually  found  in 
papers  of  that  age. —  [  JVof  e  to  WiTttkrop's  Journal,  htf  Mr.  Boo- 
age,  I.  pp.  328-230.] 


2.     I  presume  Jenner  [the  Rev.  Thomas]  went  home  to  En- 
gland ;    for,  in   Hazard  II.  78,  a  letter  of  Edward    Winslow, 
London,  17th  April,  1651,  speaks  of  a  purchase  of  bis  Library 
for  Harvard  College,  he  being  poor,  and  then  living  in  Norfolk. 
[Ibid.  p.  251.] 


(p.  3.) 

3.  3d  mo.  2d.  1638.—  This  Court  the  name  of  Newtown  was 
altered,  and  it  was  called  Cambridge. —[  l&id.  p.  365.]  On 
which  the  learned  editor  has  this  note :  —  In  compliment  to  the 
place  where  so  many  of  the  civil  and  clerical  fathers  of  New 
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England  had  reoeired  their  edacstioni  this  Tenerable  name 
(may  it  ever  be  preserved  I)  was  undoubtedly  bestowed.  There 
were  probably,  at  that  time,  forty  or  fifty  sods  of  the  Unirersity 
of  Cambridge,  in  Old  England,  —  one  for  every  two  hundred  or 
two  hundred  and  fifty  inhabitantfl,  —  dwelling  in  the  few  villages 
of  Maasachnsettfl  and  Connecticut.  The  sons  of  Oxford  were 
not  few. 


(p.  6.) 

4.  At  the  General  Court  at  Bostoui  one  Mr.  Nathaniel  Eit- 
ton,  brother  to  the  merchant  at  Quilipiack,  yfia  coBvented  and 
censured.  The  occaeion  was  this  :  He  was  a  schoolmaster,  and 
had  many  scholars,  the  sons  of  gentlemen  and  others  of  best 
note  in  the  country,  and  had  entertained  one  Nathaniel  Briscoe, 
a  gentleman  born,  to  he  his  usher,  and  to  do  some  other  things 
for  him,  which  might  not  be  unfit  for  a  scholar.  He  hod  not 
been  with  him  above  three  days  hut  he  fell  out  with  him  for  a 
very  smalt  occasion,  and,  with  reproachful  terms,  discharged 
faim,  and  turned  him  out  of  his  doors ;  but,  it  being  then  about 
eight  of  the  doclc  after  the  Sabbath,  he  told  him  he  should  stay 
till  next  morning,  snd,  some  words  growing  between  them,  he 
struck  him  and  pulled  him  into  his  house.  Briscoe  defended 
himself,  and  closed  with  him,  and,  being  parted,  be  came  in 
and  went  up  to  his  chamber  to  lodge  there.  Mr.  Eaton  sent 
for  the  constable,  who  advised  him  first  to  admonish  him,  &c. 
and  if  he  could  not,  by  the  power  of  a  master,  reform  him, 
then  he  should  complain  to  the  magistrate.  But  he  cansed  his 
man  to  fetch  him  a  cudgel,  which  was  a  walnut  tree  plant,  big 
enough  to  have  killed  a  horse,  and  a  yard  in  length,  and,  taking 
his  two  men  with  him,  he  went  up  to  Briscoe,  and  caused  his 
men  to  hold  him  till  he  had  given  him  two  hundred  stripes 
about  the  head  and  shoulders,  &c,  and  so  kept  him  under  blows 
(with  some  two  or  three  short  intermissions)  abont  the  apace 
of  two  hours,  about  which  time  Mr.  Shepherd  and  some  others 
of  the  town  came  in  at  the  outcry,  and  so  he  gave  over.  In 
this  distress  Briscoe  gate  out  his  knife,  and  struck  at  the  man 
that  held  him,  but  hurt  him  not.  He  also  fell  to  prayer,  (sup- 
posing he  should  have  been  murdered,)  and  then  Mr.  Eaton 
heat  him  &>t  taking  the  name  of  Qod  in  vain.    After  this  Mr. 
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Eston  and  Hr.  Shepberd  (who  kn«w  not  then  of  these  passages) 
eame  to  the  Governour  and  boidc  other  of  the  magiatrates,  com- 
pUioing  of  Briscoe  for  hia  insolent  speeches,  and  for  CTying  out 
mtirder  and  drawing  hia  knife,  and  desired  that  he  might  be 
enjoined  to  a  public  acknowledgment,  &c.  The  magistrates 
answered,  that  they  musti  first  hear  him  apeak,  and  then  they 
would  do  as  they  should  see  cause.  Hr.  Eaton  was  displeased 
«t  this,  and  went  away  discontented,  &c.  and,  being  afVer  called 
into  the  court  to  make  answer  to  the  information,  which  had 
been  given  by  some  who  knew  the  truth  of  the  case,  and  also 
to  answer  for  his  neglect  and  cruelty,  and  other  ill  usage  to< 
wards  his  scholars,  one  of  the  elders  (not  suspecting  such  mis- 
carriages by  him]  came  to  the  QoTemour,  and  showed  himself 
much  griered,  that  he  should  be  publickly  produced,  alledging, 
that  it  would  derogate  from  his  authority  and  reverence  among 
his  scholars,  &c.  fiat  the  cause  went  on  notwithstanding,  apd 
he  was  called,  and  these  things  laid  to  his  charge  in  the  open 
court.  His  answers  were  full  of  pride  and  disdain,  telling  the 
magistrates  that  they  should  not  need  to  do  any  thing  herein, 
for  he  was  intended  to  leave  his  employment.  And  being 
asked,  why  he  used  such  cruelty  lo  Briscoe  his  usher,  and  to 
other  his  scholars,  (for  it  was  testified  by  another  of  his  ushers 
and  divers  of  his  scholars,  that  he  would  give  them  between 
twenty  and  thirty  stripes  at  a  time,  and  would  not  leave  till  they 
bad  confessed  what  be  required,)  his  answer  was,  that  he  had 
thia  rule,  that  he  would  not  give  over  correcting  till  he  had 
subdued  the  party  to  his  will.  Being  also  questioned  about  the 
ill  and  scant  diet  of  his  boarders,  (for,  though  their  friends  gave 
large  allowance,  yet  their  diet  was  ordinarily  nothing  but  por- 
ridge and  pudding,  and  that  very  homely),  he  put  it  off  to  his 
wife.  80  Ibe  Court  dismissed  him  at  present,  and  commanded 
him  to  attend  again  the  next  day,  when,  being  called,  he  was 
commanded  to  the  lower  end  of  the  table  (where  all  offenders 
do  usually  stand),  and,  being  openly  convict  of  all  the  former 
offences,  by  the  oaths  of  four  or  five  witnesses,  he  yet  continued 
to  justify  himself;  so,  it  being  near  night,  he  was  committed  to 
the  marshal  till  the  next  day.  When  the  Court  was  set  in  the 
morning,  many  of  the  elders  came  into  the  Court  (it  being  then 
private  for  matter  of  consultation),  and  declared  how,  the  even- 
ing before,  they  had  taken  pains  with  him,  to  convince  him  of 
kia  fwalu;  yet,  for  divera  hoars,  be  had  atill  stood  to  his  juiii- 
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fication  ;  but,  in  the  end,  he  was  convinced,  and  hid  freely  and 
fully  acknowledged  his  sin,  and  that  with  tears  ;  so  as  the;  did 
hope  he  had  truly  repented,  and  therefore  desired  of  the  Court, 
that  he  might  be  pardoned,  and  continued  in  his  employment, 
alledging  such  further  reasons  as  they  thought  fit.  After  the  elders 
were  departed,  the  Court  consulted  abouLit,  and  sent  for  him, 
and  there,  in  the  open  Court,  before  a.  great  assembly,  he  made 
a  very  solid,  wise,  eloquent,  and  serious  (seeming)  confession, 
condemning  himself  in  all  the  particulars,  &c.  Whereupon, 
being  put  aside,  the  Court  consulted  privately  about  his  sen- 
lence,  and,  though  many  were  taken  with  his  confession,  and 
none  bnt  had  a  charitable  opinion  of  it;  yeti  because  of  the 
scandal  of  religion,  and  offence  which  would  be  given  to  such 
as  might  intend  to  send  their  children  hither,  they  all  agreed 
to  censure  him,  and  put  him  from  that  employment.  So,  being 
called  in,  the  Governor,  aller  a  short  preface,  &c.  declared  the 
sentence  of  the  Court  to  this  effect,  viz.  that  he  should  give 
Briscoe  jC30,  fined  100  marks,  and  debarred  teaching  of  chil- 
dren within  our  jutisdlctloD.  A  pause  being  made,  and  espec- 
latioD  that  (according  to  his  former  confession)  he  would  have 
given  glory  to  God,  and  acknowledged  the  justice  and  clemency 
of  the  Court,  the  Goreroor  gi>'ing  him  occasion,  by  asking  him 
if  he  had  ought  to  say,  ho  turned  away  with  a  discontented 
look,  saying,  "  If  sentence  be  passed,  then  it  is  to  no  end  to 
speak."  Yet  the  Court  remitted  his  fine  to  ^0,  and  willed 
Briscoe  to  take  but  £W. 

The  church  at  Cambridge,  taking  notice  of  these  proceedings, 
intended  to  deal  with  him.  The  pastor  moved  the  Governor,  if 
they  might,  without  offence  to  the  Court,  examine  other  wit- 
nesses. His  answer  was,  that  the  Court  would  leave  them  to 
their  own  liberty ;  but  he  saw  not  to  what  end  they  should  do  it, 
seeing  there  had  been  five  already  upon  oath,  and  those  whom 
they  should  examine  should  speak  without  oath,  and  it  was  an 
ordinance  of  God,  that  by  the  mouths  of  two  or  three  witnesses 
every  matter  should  be  established.  But  he  soon  discovered 
himself;  for,  ere  the  church  could  come  to  deal  with  him,  be 
fled  to  Pascataquack,  and,  being  pursued  and  apprehended  by 
the  Governour  there,  he  again  acknowledged  his  great  sin  in 
flying,  &c.  and  promised  (as  he  was  a  Christian  man)  he  would 
return  with  the  messengers.  But,  because  his  things  he  carried 
with  him  were  aboard  a  bark  there,  bound  to  Virginia,  he  desired 
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leave  to  go  fetch  them,  which  thej  assented  aato,  and  went 
with  him  (three  of  them)  aboard  with  him.  So  he  took  his 
truss  and  came  away  with  them  in  the  boat ;  but,  being  come 
to  the  shore,  and  two  of  them  going  out  of  the  boat,  be  caused 
the  boatsmen  to  put  off  the  boat,  and,  because  the  third  man 
would  not  go  out,  he  turned  him  into  the  water,  where  he  had 
been  drowned,  if  he  had  not  saved  himself  by  Hwimming.  So 
he  returned  to  the  bark,  and  present!;  they  set  eail  and  went 
out  of  the  harbour.  Being  thus  gone,  his  creditors  began  to 
complain;  and  thereupon  it  was  found,  that  he  was  run  in  debt 
about  illOOO,  and  had  taken  up  most  of  this  money  upon  bills 
he  had  charged  into  England  upon  his  brother's  agents,  and 
others  whom  ho  had  no  such  relation  to.  So  his  estate  was 
seized,  and  put  into  Commissioners'  hands,  to  be  divided  among 
his  creditors,  allowing  somewhat  for  the  present  maintenance 
of  his  wife  and  children.  And,  being  thus  gone,  the  church 
proceeded  and  cast  him  out.  He  had  been  sometimes  initiated 
among  the  Jesuits,  and,  coming  into  England,  his  friends  drew 
him  from  them,  but,  it  was  very  probable,  he  now  intended  to 
return  to  them  again,  being  at  this  time  about  thirty  years  of 
age,  and  upwards.  —  [Tit d.  308-313.] 

On  th&  above  narrative  of  Winthrop,  his  learned  and  inde- 
fatigable editor  has  furnished  the  reader  with  the  following 
curious  and  interesting  note  respecting  the  lady  there  men- 
tioned, Mrs.  Eaton : 

An  examination  of  the  lady  followed,  I  presume,  for  the 
former  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  furnished  me  a  paper, 
which  can  hardly  refer  to  any  other  transaction  than  this. 
Some  Overseer  of  the  College,  probably,  either  magistrate  or 
clergyman,  wrote  it  fromthe  confession  or  dictation  of  the  accused 
party:  "For  their  breakfast,  that  it  was  not  so  well  ordered, 
.the  flower  not  so  fine  as  ir  might,  nor  so  well  boiled  or  stirred, 
at  all  times  that  it  was  so,  it  was  my  sin  of  neglect,  and  want  of 
that  care  that  ought  to  have  been  in  one  that  the  Lord  had  in- 
trusted with  such  a  work.  Concerning  their  beef,  that  was 
allowed  them,  as  they  affirm,  which,  I  confess,  had:  been  my 
duty  to  have  seen  they  should  have  had  it,  and  continued  to 
have  had  it,  because  it  was  my  husband's  command ;  but  truly 
I  must  confess,  to  my  shame,  I  cannot  remember  that  ever  they 
had  it,  nor  that  ever, it  was  taken  from  them.     And  that  they 


n,g,t,7.cbyGOOglC 


32}  APPEITDIX. 

had  not  so  good  or  bo  mnch  proriBion  in  my  htiBbind's  tbaeoM 
as  presence,  I  conceire  it  waa,  because  he  would  call  sometimes 
for  butter  or  cheese,  when  I  conceived  there  was  no  need  of  it ; 
yet,  forasmuch  as  the  scholars  did  otherways  apprehend,  I  desire 
to  see  (he  evil  that  was  iu  the  carriage  of  that  as  well  as  in  the 
other,  and  to  take  shame  to  myself  for  it.  And  that  they  sent 
down  for  more,  when  they  had  not  enoagh,  and  the  maid  should 
answer,  if  they  had  not,  they  should  not,  I  must  confess,  that  I 
have  denied  them  cheese,  when  (hey  have  sent  for  it,  and  it 
have  been  in  the  house ;  for  which  I  shall  humbly  heg  pardon 
of  them,  and  own  the  ahame,  and  confess  my  sin.  And  for 
such  provoking  words,  which  my  servants  have  given,  I  cannot 
own  them,  but  am  sorry  any  such  should  be  given  in  my  house. 
And  for  bad  fish,  that  they  had  it  brought  to  table,  I  am  sorry 
there  was  that  cause  of  oSence  given  them.  I  acknowledge  my 
sin  in  it.  And  for  their  mackerel,  brought  to  them  with  their 
guts  in  them,  and  goat's  dung  in  their  hasty  pudding,  its  utterly 
unknown  to  me;  but  I  am  mnch  ashamed  it  should  be  in  the 
family,  and  not  prevented  by  myself  or  servants,  and  I  humbly 
acknowledge  my  negligence  in  it.  And  that  they  made  their 
beds  at  any  time,  were  my  straits  never  so  great,  I  am  sorry 
they  were  ever  put  to  it.  For  the  Moor,  his  lying  in  Samuel 
Hough's  sheet  and  pillow-bier,  it  hath  a  truth  in  it :  be  did  so 
one  time,  and  it  gave  Samuel  Hough  just  cause  of  aSence  ;  and 
that  it  was  not  prevented  by  my  care  and  watchfulness,  I  desire 
[to]  take  the  ahame  and  the  sorrow  for  it.  And  that  they  eat 
the  Moor's  crusts,  and  the  swine  and  they  had  share  and  share 
alike,  and  the  Moor  to  have  beer,  and  they  denied  it,  and  if 
they  bad  not  enough,  for  my  maid  to  answer,  they  should  not, 
I  am  an  utter  stranger  to  these  things,  and  know  not  the  least 
footsteps  for  them  so  to  charge  me ;  and  if  my  servants  were 
guilty  of  such  miscarriages,  had  the  boarders  complained  of  it 
onto  myself,  I  should  have  thought  it  ray  sin,  if  I  had  not  sharply 
reproved  my  servants,  and  endeavoured  reform.  And  for  bread 
made  of  heated,  sour  meal,  although  I  know  of  but  once  that 
it  was  BO,  since  I  kept  house,  yet  John  Wilson  affirms  it  was 
twice ;  and  I  am  truly  sorry,  that  any  of  it  was  spent  amongst 
them.  For  beer  and  bread,  that  it  was  denied  them  by  me 
betwixt  meals,  truly  I  do  not  remember,  that  ever  I  did  deny 
it  unto  them  ;  and  John  Wilson  will  affirm,  that,  generally,  the 
bread  and  beer  was  free  for  the  boarders  to  go  anto>    And  that 
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noDfly  WM  iemnaiei  of  then  lor  wtabing  the  lineD,  k'a  tme  it 
was  profOQBded  to  them,  bnt  Bover  inpoMd  upon  them.  And 
fbc  ^eir  pudding  being  given  the  last  day  of  the  veek  without 
butter  or  Buet,  Kud  that  I  said,  it  was  miln  of  Mftoehester  io  Old 
Eogland,  its  true  that  I  did  aay  eo,  and  am  aorry  they  had  any 
BMise  of  offence  given  them  by  having  it  so.  And  for  their 
wanting  beer,  betwixt  brewings,  a  week  or  half  a  week  together, 
I  am  sorty  that  it  was  so  at  any  lime,  and  should  tremble  to 
have  it  so,  were  it  in  my  hands  to  do  again." 

The  above  is  an  exact  copy  of  all  that  is  written  by  that  hand  ; 
but  on  the  next  page  is  found, inamore  difficult,  but  uncommonly 
beautiful  chirograpby,  "end  whereas  they  say,  that  sometimes 
they  have  sent  down  for  more  meat,  and  it  hath  been  denied, 
when  it  have  been  in  the  house,  I  must  confess,  to  my  shame, 
that  I  have  denied  them  oft,  when  they  have  sent  for  it,  and  it 
have  been  in  the  house" 

In  the  archives  of  the  State  House  it  is  not  probable  that  any 
document  more  minute  or  entertaining  can  be  preserved;  nor 
would  this  aeem  of  importance  and  gravity  appropriate  to  this ' 
work,  were  it  not  connected  with  the  history  of  the  College,  and 
highly  illustrative  of  our  author's  text  That  no  complaints 
against  Mrs.  Eaton  had  been  brought  down  from  antiquity,  when 
her  husband  sufiered  perpetual  malediction,  is  perhaps  owing  to 
the  gallantry  of  our  fathers.  Her  accomplishments  as  a  house- 
wife appear  equal  to  the  gentleness  of  the  head  of  the  College. 
Her  adherence  to  the  religion  in  which  she  was  educated,  might 
have  been  as  frail  as  his,  had  she  not  been  lost  on  a  voyaga 
with  her  children  to  Virginia  the  next  year.  The  commons  of 
the  students  have  often  been  matter  of  complaint,  but,  I  believe, 
have  never  since  occupied  the  attention  of  the  government  of 
the  State. 

Of  the  two  young  men  referred  to  by  Mrs.  Eaton,  Wilson  wai 
son  of  the  pastor  of  Boston,  graduated  in  the  first  class,  1642, 
and,  Mather  %ays,  "  continued,  unto  old  age,  a  faithful,  painful, 
useful  minister  of  the  gospel  "  in  Medfield.  Hough  was,  proba- 
bly son  of  Atherton,  the  assistant,  and  was  the  second  minister 
of  Reading.  Why  he  received  sot  the  nsual  degree  ia  unknown. 
See  Johnson,  lib.  II.  s.  26.  In  our  Town  Records  I  find,  "Hr. 
Samuel  Haugb,  pastor  of  the  church  at  Reading,  deceased  at 
Mr.  Hezekiah  Usher's  house  io  Boston,  30th  March,  166ft." 
The  Moor  was  probably  a  slave.  —  [Ibid.  pp.  810,  311,  note.] 
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Mr.  Ntlhaniel  Eaton,  or  whom  mention  is  made  befi)re,  being 
come  to  Virginia,  look  npon  him  to  be  a  minister,  bat  was 
given  op  of  God  to  extreme  pride  and  senHuality,  being  iuiuIIt 
drnnken,  as  the  custom  is  there.  He  sent  for  his  wife  and 
children.  Her  fTJenda  here  persuaded  her  to  staj  a  while, 
bat  she  went  notwithstanding,  and  the  vessel  was  never  heard 
of  after.  —  [Ibid.  II.  p.  22] 

While  these  things  were  a  doing,  a  Society  of  scholars,  to 
lodge  in  the  New  Nests,  were  forming^nder  the  conduct  of  one 
Hr.  Nathaniel  Eaton  (or,  if  thou  wilt.  Reader,  Orbilius  Eaton), 
a  blade,  who  marvellously  deceived  ihe  expectations  of  good 
men  concerning  him;  for  he  was  one  fitter  to  be  master  of  a 
Bridewel  than  a  Colledge  :  And  though  his  avarice  was  noto- 
rious, enough  to  get  the  name  of  a  Philargyrius  fixed  upon  him, 
yet  his  cruelty  was  more  scaudalous  than  hia  avarice.  He  was 
a  rare  scholar  himself,  and  he  made  many  more  such;  but  their 
education  truly  was  in  the  School  of  Tyrannun.  Among  many 
other  ioHtances  of  his  cruelty,  he  gave  oue  in  causing  two  men 
to  hold  a  young  gentleman,  while  he  so  unmercifully  beat  him 
with  a  cudgel,  that  upon  complaint  of  it,  unto  the  Court  in  Sep- 
tember, 163d,  he  was  fined  an  hundred  marks,  besides  a  con- 
renient  sum  to  he  paid  unto  the  young  gentleman  that  bad 
suffered  by  hia  un mercifulness  ;  and  for  his  inhumane  severities 
towards  the  scholars,  he  was  removed  from  bis  trusL  ARer  this, 
being  first  excommunicated  by  the  church  of  Cambridge,  he 
did  himself  excommunicate  all  our  churches,  going  first  into 
Virginia,  then  into  England,  where  he  lived  privately  until  the 
restauration  of  king  Charles  II.  Then  conforming  to  the  cere- 
monies of  the  Church  of  England,  he  was  fixed  at  Biddiford, 
where  he  became  (as  Apostata  est  Osor  sui  Ordinis)  a  bitter 
persecutor  of  the  Christians,  that  kept  faithful  to  the  way  of 
worship,  from  which  he  was  himself  an  apostate ;  until  he  who 
had  cast  so  many  into  prison  for  conscience,  was  himself  cast 
into  prison  for  debt;  where  he  did,  at  length,  pay  one  debt, 
namely,  that  unto  nature,  by  death.  —  [Mather's  MagnaUa 
B.  IV.  pp.  126,  127.] 

It  was  said  that  he  [Eaton]  had  been  initiated  among  the 
Jetuits,  though  he  was  sent  over  into  Holland  for  the  sake  of 
Doctor  Ames;  hut  having  that  opportunity,  he  might  easily 
acquaint  himself  with  the  other,  and  from  thence  receive  those 
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principles  of  avarice,  pride,  aod  cruelty  vhich  here  he  begao  to 
practifle.  —  [HabbariTs  Hist.  JVew  England,  in  Mass.  Hist. 
CcJL  V.  p.  247,  Second  Series.] 


(p.   18.) 


5.  Oar  neighbours  of  Plimouth  had  procured  froni  hence,  this 
year,  one  Mr.  Chance;,*  a  great  scholar,  and  a  godly  man, 
intending  to  call  him  to  the  ofGce  of  a  Teacher  ;  but,  before  the 
fit  time  came,  he  discovered  hia  judgment  about  baptism,  that 
the  children  ought  to  be  dipped  and  not  epriukled  ;  and,  he 
being  an  active  man,  and  very  veberoent,  there  aiose  much 
trouble  about  it.  The  magistrates  and  the  other  elders  there, 
and  the  most  of  the  people,  withstood  the  receiving  of  that 
practice,  not  for  itself  so  much,  as  for  fear  of  worse  conaequen- 
css,  as  the  annihilating  our  baptism,  &c.  Whereupon  the 
church  there  wrote  to  all  the  other  churches,  both  here  and  at 
Connecticut,  &c.  for  advice,  and  sent  Mr.  Chancey's  arguments. 
The  churches  took  them  into  consideration,  and,  returned  their 
Kveral  answers,  wherein  tbey  showed  their  dissent  from  him, 
and  dearly  confuted  all  bis  arguments,  discovering  withal  some 
great  mistakes  of  bis  about  the  judgment  and  practice  of  anti- 


*  An  excuse  for  neglecting  great  labor  of  inqoiry  aboot  this  cele- 
brated scholar,  who,  after  the  honor  conferred  on  him  of  two  profes- 
sorships by  his  alma  mater,  the  University  of  Cambridge  in  England, 
became  head  of  our  own  College,  is  afforded  by  the  elaborate  biog- 
raphy, written  by  a  descendant  of  great  name  preserved  in  I  Hist 
Coll.  X.  171.  Perhaps,  however,  the  ancestor's  doctrines  are  a  little 
■oftened  in  that  tract.  He  was  of  Trinity  College.  Matber  mentiaDa 
hia  verses  on  the  death  of  Q,aeen  Ann,  1619.  I  have  seen,  in  the 
Boabm  AUwiwnm,  the  Cantabrigieniium  Dolor  et  Bolamen,  on  the 
death  of  James  and  accession  of  Charles.  1635,  containing  his  Greek 
and  Latin  vetaea,  signed  Car.  Cbauocy,  ColL  Trin.  Bac.  Theol.  His 
two  unimportant  opinions,  relative  to  the  time  of  celebTating  the  encha- 
riflt,  and  the  mode  of  baptism,  were  no  obstacles  to  his  advancement, 
even  in  that  age  of  narrow  and  scrupuloas  fbimality.  It  is  a  little 
remarkable,  that  the  two  first  Presidents  of  Harvard  College  adopted 
o]unions  on  the  form  of  baptism  adverse  to  that  of  all  the  other 
divines  and  laicks  of  the  colony.  , 
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^itf  .*  T«t  be  would  not  give  over  bis  opioion ;  and  the  church 
of  PlimoaUi  (though  they  coald  aot  agree  tv  call  him  to  office, 
yet)  being  much  taken  with  his  able  parts,  they  were  very  loath 
to  part  with  bim.  He  did  maintain,  also,  that  the  Lord's  supper 
ought  to  be  adroiDiatered  in  the  eveaiag,  and  every  I^ord'a  day  ; 
and  the  church  at  Sandwich  (where  one  Mr.  Leveridge  was 
minister)  fell  into  the  practice  afit;  but  that  being  a  matter  of 
no  great  ill  consequence,  save  some  outward  inconvenience, 
there  was  little  stir  about  it.  This  Mr.  Chancey  was  aCler  called 
to  office  in  the  church  of  Scituate.  —  [Winthrop's  Journal,  bf 
Mr.  Savagt,  I.  pp.  330,  331.] 


(p.   9.) 

6.  Nine  Bachelors  commenced  at  Cambridge ;  they  were 
yonng  men  of  good  hope,  and  performed  their  acta,  bo  as  to  give 
good  proof  of  their  proficiency  in  the  tongues  and  aria.  The 
General  Court  had  settled  a  government  or  superintendeney  over 
the  College,  viz.  all  the  magistrates  and  elders  over  the  aiz 
nearest  churches  and  the  President,  or  the  greatest  part  of 
these.  Most  of  them  were  now  present  st  this  first  Commence- 
ment, and  dined  at  the  College  with  the  ncbtJars'  ordinary 
commons,  which  was  done  of  purpose  for  the  students'  eneoar- 
agement,  &c.  and  it  gave  good  content  to  all. 

*  if  nothing  of  greatw  valae  than  these  anawera  of  the  charche^ 
wara  loat  by  na,  we  shoold  leas  regret  the  eatent  of  our  igaoraitce  of 
the  thongbta  and  actions  of  our  fatfaeia.  From  Eeayae'a  uaiuiaciipt 
it  appears,  that  answer  by  Boston  cburcb  was  made.  Slat  June,  to  a 
qaestioa  nod  desire  from  the  cburcb  of  Plimoutb,  "  whether  it  be 
)aw&l  to  use  aprinkling  in  baptiBiii,or  rather  dipping;  Mr.Chaoncy  be- 
ing of  the  mind,  that  it  ia  a  violation  of  aa  ordinance  to  use 
aprinkling  inalesd  of  dipping ."  In  the  illustrious  descendant's  Life 
of  bia  ancestor,  Hwre  may  be  aoioe  miatako  on  this  point  Yet  an 
«qual  eiTor  is,  perhaps,  discernible  it)  the  tex^  as  to  lite  confutatiiK^ 
and  finding  ndstakes  about  "  tiie  judgmeat  and  practice  of  auliqni^." 
Fortnoataly,  it  is  a  mattar,  oa  vbioh  little  depends ;  and  tbe  cbuichaa 
here  would  do  wia^  to  ^low,  as  a  large  part  of  tbe  Antipwdob^i- 
tkta  in  England  are  liberal  enoogh  to  do,  that  tbe  aubatance  of  Cbda- 
tianity  is  at  infioitaly  higher  importanes  thaa  thia  form  of  ezpraaaiiig 
our  devotion  to  it,  and  that  a  controversy,  which  cannot  be  settled, 
had  belter  be  dropped. 
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At  thifl  ComiDeacAineat,  complaint  wta  made  to  the  Got- 
9tnon  of  two  joung  men,  of  good  qoality,  lately  come  out  of 
Eogliad,  for  foul  mUbebavJoi,  in  swearing  and  ribaldry  speecb- 
eS|4bc.  for  wbicb,  thougb  they  were  aduiti,  thej  were  corrected 
in  the  College,  and  sequestered,  Slc.  for  a  lime. 

[Ibid.  II.  pp.  87,  88.] 


(p.  9.) 

7.  There  was  an  assembly  at  Cambridge  of  all  the  elders  in 
the  country  (about  fifty  in  all),  such  of  the  ruling  elders  as 
would,  were  present  also,  bat  none  else.  They  sat  in  the 
College,  and  had  their  diet  there  after  the  manner  of  echolara' 
commons,  but  somewhat  better,  yet  so  ordered  as  it  came  not  to 
above  sixpence  the  meaf  for  a  person.  Mr.  Cotton  and  Mr. 
Hooker  were  chosea  moderators.  The  principal  occasion  was 
because  some  of  the  elders  went  about  to  set  up  some  thingf 
according  to  tbe  presbytery,  as  of  Newbury,  &c.  The  assembly 
concluded  against  some  parts  of  the  presbyterial  way,  and  the 
Newbury  ministers  took  time  to  consider  tbe  arguments,  &.c. 
[Ibid.  pp.  136,  137.] 


(p.  9.) 

8.  10mo.37tb,  1643. — By  order  of  the  General  Court  all  the 
'  magistrates  and  the  leaching  elders  of  tbe  six  nearest  eburches 
were  appointed  to  tie  forever  Governors  of  the  College,  and  this 
day  they  met  at  Cambridge  and  considered  of  the  officers  of  the 
College,  and  chose  a  Treasurer,  H.  Pelham,  Esq.  being  the  first 
in  that  office.  —  [Ibid.  p.  150.] 


(p.  6.) 

9.  Hr.  Shepherd,  the  pastor  of  the  church  in  Cambridge, 
being  at  Connecticut  when  the  Commissioners  met  there  for  the 
United  Colonies,  mored  them  for  some  contribution  of  help  to- 
wards tbe  maintenance  of  poor  scholars  in  the  Collegot  wherupon 
the  commissioners  ordered  that  it  should  be  commended  to  the 
deputies  of  tbe  General  Courts  and  tbe  elders  within  the  several 
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coloniei,  (o  raise  (bj  way  of  rolanUrj  contribation)  one  peck 
of  corn  or  twelve  pence  money,  or  other  comniodity,  of  every 
family,  which  those  of  GonneetlculpreaentlpperforDned.  .  t.  .  . 

Divers  free  achools  were  erected,  as  at  Boxbury  (for  main- 
tenance whereof  every  inhabitant  bound  some  house  or  land  for 
a  yearly  allowance  forever)  and  at  Boston  (where  they  made  an 
order  to  allow  for  ever  fifty  pounds  to  the  master,  and  an  boase, 
and  thirty  pounds  to  an  UBher,  who  should  also  teach  to  read 
and  write  and  cipher,  and  Indians'  children  were  to  be  tangbt 
freely,  and  the  charge  to  be  by  yearly  contrihntion,  either  by 
ToluDt&ry  allowance,  or  by  rate  of  such  as  refused,  &c.  and  this 
order  was  confirmed  by  the  Oeneral  Court  [blank].)  Other 
towns  did  Uie  like,  providing  maintenance  by  several  means. 

By  agreement  of  the  com  mission  ere,  and  the  motions  of  the 
elders  in  their  several  churches,  every  family  in  each  colony 
gave  one  peck  of  corn  or  twelve  pence  to  the  College  at  Cam- 
bridge.—[i&td.  pp.  314-216.] 
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Moreover  be  [Eliot]  took  great  care,  that  schoolB  should  be 
planted  among  the  praying  Indians  ;  and  he  taught  some  him- 
■elftoread,  that  they  might  be  capable  to  teach  others;  and  bj  his 
procurement,  some  of  the  choice  Indian  youth  were  put  to 
school  with  English  schoolmasters,  to  learn  both  the  English, 
Latin,  and  Greek  tongues. 

There  was  much  cost  onl  of  the  Corporation  stock  expended 
in  this  work,  for  fitting  and  preparing  the  Indian  youth  to  be 
learned  and  able  preachers  unto  their  countrymen.  Their  diet, 
epparel,  books,  and  schooling,  was  chargeable.  In  truth  the 
design  was  prudent,  noble,  and  good  ;  but  it  proved  inefiectnal 
to  the  ends  proposed.  For  several  of  the  said  youth  died,  after 
they  had  been  sundry  years  at  learning,  and  made  good  profi- 
ciency therein.  Others  were  disheartened  and  left  learning, 
after  they  were  almost  ready  for  the  College.  And  some  re- 
turned to  live  among  their  countrymen  ;  where  some  of  them  are 
improved  for  scboolmasters  and  teachers,  unto  which  thej  are 
advantaged  by  their  education.  Some  others  of  them  have  en- 
tered upon  other  callings  :  as  one  is  a  mariner ;  another  a  car- 
penter ;  another  went  for  England  with  a  gentleman  that  lived 
sometimes  at  Cambridge  in  New  England,  named  Mr.  Drake, 
which  Indian,  as  I  hear,  died  there  not  many  months  after  bis 
arrival. 

I  remember  but  only  two  of  them  all,  that  lived  in  the  College 
at  Cambridge ;  the  one  named  Joel,  the  other  Caleb ;  both 
natives  of  Martha's  Vineyard.  These  two  were  hopeful  young 
men,  especially  Joel,  being  so  ripe  in  learning,  that  he  should, 
within  a  few  months,  have  taken  his  first  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Art  in  the  College.  He  took  a  voyage  to  Martha's  Vineyard 
to  visit  his  father  and  kindred,  a  little  before  the  Commencement ; 
bat  upon  his  return  back  in  a  vessel,  with  other  passengers  and 
mariners,  suflered  shipwreck  npon  the  island  of  Nantucket; 
where  the  bark  was  found  pat  on  shore  ;  and  in  all  probability 
the  people  in  it  came  on  shore  alive,  but  afterwards  were  mnr- 
tbered  by  some  wicked  Indians  of  that  place;  who,  for  lucre  of 
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the  Bpoi)  in  the  vessel,  which  was  ladea  with  gooda,  thus  cruelly 
dealrojed  the  people  in  it ;  for  which  fault  some  of  those  IndiuM 
was  oonTicted  and  executed  afterwards.  Thua  perished  our 
hopeful  youDg  prophet  Joel.  He  waa  a  good  scholar  and  a  pious 
man,  as  I  judge.  I  knew  bJm  well ;  for  he  lived  and  was 
taught  in  the  same  town  where  I  dwelt.  I  observed  him  for 
several  jeara,  after  he  waa  grown  to  years  of  discretion)  to  be 
not  only  a  diligent  student,  but  an  attentive  hearer  of  God's 
word  ;  diligently  writing  the  sermons,  and  frequenting  lectures ; 
grave  and  aoher  in  hia  conversation. 

The  other  called  Caleb,  not  long  alter  he  took  his  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Art  at  Cambridge  in  New  England,  died  of  a  coo- 
sumption  at  Charleatown,  where  he  waa  placed  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Danforth,  who  had  inspection  over  him,  under  the  care  of  a  physi- 
cian in  order  to  hia  health ;  where  he  wanted  not  lor  the  beat 
means  the  country  could  afford,  both  of  (bod  and  physick ;  but  God 
denied  the  blessing,  and  put  a  period  to  his  days. 

Of  tbia  disease  of  the  consumption  sundry  of  those  Indian  yoalha 
died,  that  were  bred  up  to  school  among  the  English.  The  truth 
is,  this  disease  is  frequent  among  the  Indiana ;  aud  sundry  die  of 
it,  that  live  not  vrith  the  English. '  A  hcctick  fever,  issuing  in  a 
eonaamption,  ia  a.  common  and  mortal  disease  amtmg  them,  I 
know  some  have  apprehended  other  causes  of  the  mortality  of  these 
Indian  scholars.  Some  have  attributed  it  unto  the  great  change 
upon  their  bodies,  in  respect  of  their  diet,  lodging,  apparel,  studies; 
so  much  different  from  what  they  were  inured  to  among  their  own 
countrymen.  —  [Gookin's  Hist.  Coil,  in  Mass.  HisL  CoU.  L  ff. 
172,  173,  First  Series.] 

One  thing  falls  in  here  fitly  to  be  spoken  of,  as  a  meana  intended 
for  the  good  of  the  Indians ;  which  was  the  erecting  a  house  of 
brick  at  Cambridge,  in  New  England,  which  passeth  under  the 
name  of  the  Indian  College.  It  is  a  structure  strong  and  aub- 
Btamial,  though  not  very  capacious.  It  cost  between  three  or  four 
hundred  pounds.  It  is  large  enough  to  receive  and  accommodate 
about  twenty  scholars  with  convenient  lodgings  and  studies;  hot 
not  hitherto  hath  been  much  improved  for  the  euds  intended,  by 
reason  of  the  death  and  failing  of  Indian  scholars.  It  hath  hith- 
erto been  principally  improved  for  to  accommodate  Engliah  schol- 
ars, aud  for  placing  and  using  a  printing  press  belonging  to  the 
College.  This  house  was  built  and  finished  at  the  charge,  and  by 
the  appointment,  of  the  Honoarabte  Corporation  for  pnqtagatii^ 
the  gospel  in  New  England.  —  [Ibid.  p.  176.] 
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In  tfae  following  yett,  Mr.  Henry  Danater,  the  first  Prendeat 
of  Harvard  College,  ended  hia  pilgrimage  at  Sciluate,  in  Plymouth 
jurisdiction.  Hia  body  was  solemnly  interred  at  Cambridge,  where 
he  had  spent  the  choice  part  of  his  studies  and  of  his  life,  and 
might  there  hare  continued,  if  he  had  been  endowed  with  that 
wisdom  which  many  others  have  wanted  besides  himself,  to  have 
kept  his  singular  opinion  ttf  himself,  wheo  there  was  little  occauioa 
for  venting  thereotl  —  [Hubbta-iPs  Hist.  New  EngUmd,  ia  Mus. 
Hist  ColL  VI.  p.  6S6,  Second  Series.] 

6t     . 
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1.  When  scholars  had  so  fai  profited  at  the  grammar  schools, 
tint  they  could  re&d  any  classical  author  into  English,  and  readilj 
make,  and  apeak  true  Latin,  and  write  it  in  verse  as  well  as  prose; 
and  petrectly  decline  the  paradigms  of  nouns  and  verbs  in  the 
Greek  tongue,  they  were  judged  capable  of  admission  in  Harrard 
Colledge ;  and  upon  the  examination,  were  accordingly  admitted 
by  the  President  and  Fellows  ;  who,  in  testimony  thereof,  signed  a 
copy  of  the  Colledge  laws,  which  the  echolara  were  each  of  them 
to  transcribe  and  preserve,  as  the  continual  remenibrancers  of  the 
dnties,  whereto  (heir  pririledges  obliged  them.  While  the  President 
inspected  the  manners  of  the  students  thus  entertained  in  the  Col- 
ledge, and  unto  his  morning  and  evening  prayers  in  the  hall,  joined 
an  exposition  upon  the  chapters  ;  which  they  read  out  of  Hebrew 
into  Greek,  from  the  Old  Testament  in  the  morning,  and  out  of 
English  into  Greek,  from  the  New  Testament  in  the  evening ; 
besides  what  sermons  he  saw  cause  to  preach  in  publick  assemblies 
on  the  Lord's  day  at  Cambridge,  where  the  stndents  bave  a  parti- 
cular gallery  allotted  unto  them  ;  the  Fellows  resident  on  the  place, 
became  Tutors  to  the  several  classes,  and  after  they  had  instructed 
them  in  the  Hebrew  language,  led  them  through  all  the  liberal 
arts,  ere  their  first  four  years  expired.  And  in  this  time,  they 
bad  their  weekly  declamations,  on  Fridays  in  the  Colledge  Hall, 
besides  publick  disputations,  which  either  the  President  or  the 
Fellows  moderated.  , Those  who  then  stood  candidates  to  be  grad- 
aates,  were  to  attend  in  the  Hall  for  certain  hours,  on  Mondays, 
and  on  Tuesdays,  three  weeks  together  towards  the  middle  of 
Juue,  which  were  called  weeks  of  visitation ;  so  that  all  comers 
that  pleased,  might  examine  their  skill  in  the  languages  and  scien- 
ces, which  they  now  pretended  unto ;  and  usually,  some  or  other 
of  the  Overseers  of  the  Colledge,  would  on  purpose  visit  them, 
whilst  they  were  thus  doing  what  they  called,  sitting  of  sobtices  -■ 
When  the  Commencement  arrived,  which  was  formerly  the  second 
Tuesday  in  August,  but  since,  the  first  Wednesday  in  July ;  they 
that  were  to  proceed  Bachelors,  held  their  Act  publickly  in  Cam- 
bridge ;  whither  the  magistrates  and  ministers,  and  other  genile- 
men  then  came,  to  put  respect  upon  their  exercises  :  And  these 
exercises  were  besides  an  oration  usually  made  by  the  President 
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orations  both  salutatory  and  Taledictory,  made  bj  some  or  other 
of  the  commencers,  whereia  all  persons  and  orders  of  any  fiuhion 
then  present,  were  addressed  with  proper  complements,  and  reflec- 
tions were  made  on  the  most  remarkable  occurrents  of  the  pr»- 
ceeding  year ;  and  these  orations  were  made  not  only  in  Latin,  but 
aometimes  in  Greek  and  in  Hebrew  also ;  and  same  of  them  were 
in  verse,  and  even  in  Greek  rerse,  as  well  as  others  in  Prose.  But 
the  main  exercises  were  disputations  upon  questions,  wherein  the 
respondents  first  made  their  Theses :  For  according  to  Voasius, 
the  very  essence  of  the  Baccalaureat  seems  to  lye  in  the  thing; 
Baccalaureus  being  but  a  name  corrupted  of  Batualius,  which 
Bstnalius  (as  well  as  the  French  Bataile)  comes  k  Batuendo,  a 
business  that  carries  beating  in  it :  So  that,  Batnalii  Jvervnt  v<h 
eati,  ^iiia  jam  quasi  batuissent  cum  adoersario,  ac  niantu  eon- 
seruitsent ;  hoe  est,  pvlliee  dtsputassent,  atque  ita  peritia  sua 
specimen  dedissent.  In  the  close  of  the  day,  the  Frssident,  with 
the  formality  of  delirering  a  book  into  their  hands,  gave  them  their 
first  degree ;  But  such  of  them  as  had  studied  three  years  after 
their  first  degree,  to  answer  the  Horatian  character  of  an  artist, 


And  besides  their  exhibiting  synopses  of  the  liberal  arts,  bj 
themseWeB  composed,  now  again  publickly  disputed  on  some  ques- 
tions, of  perhaps  a  little  higher  elevation  ',  tktse  now,  with  a  like 
formality,  received   their  second  degree,  proceeding   Masters  of 

Art. Quis  enijn    Doctrinam  ampkctitur  ipsam,  pramia  si 

tellas  7    The  words  used  bj  the  PriEsident,  in  this  action,  were, 

Fur  the  Batchelours. 

Admitto  te  ad  Primum  Qradnm  in  Artibus,  scilicet  ad  responden- 
dum quastionipro  more  Academiarum  in  AngliA. 

Tibiqt  trado  hunc  librum,  una  cum  potestate  puhlicl  prmlegendi, 
in  aliqud  Arlium  {quam  profiteris)  quotiescunq;  ad  hoc  munus 
eooeatus  fueris. 

For  the  Masters. 

Admitto  te  ad  Secundum  Gradam  in  Artibus,  pro  more  Academi- 
arum in  Angli&. 

Tradoque  tibi  hune  libmm,  uni  cum  potestate  profitendi,  uhicun- 
^t  ad  hoc  munus  pwbHci  tvocatus  fueris. 

[Mather's  MagnaUa.  B.  IV,  pp.  127, 188.] 
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3.  At  Uie  CMmoeneement,.  it  hu  been  tbe  anntid  eastiHn  far 
the  Batcbelora,  to  pnbliih  a  sheet  of  Theses,  pro  virili  defnidenda 
upon  all  or  most  of  the  libera]  arta ;  among  which  Ibey  do,  with  a 
particulBT  character,  distiaguiab  those  that  are  to  be  the  subjects 
oftbepablick  disputations  then  before  them;  and  those  Theses 
they  dedicate  aa  hanaomel;  u  they  can,  to  the  persons  of  qnalitj, 
but  especially  the  GoTernour  of  the  province,  whose  patroaage  the 
Colledge  would  be  recommended  unto.  The  masters  do,  in  an 
half  sheet,  without  any  dedication,  publish  only  the  Qtiestioaes 
pro  moditlo  discutiatda,  which  they  purpose  either  affirmatire!y 
or  negatively  to  maintain  as  re^wndenta,  in  the  disputations, 
which  are  by  them  to  be  managed.  They  that  peruse  the  Theses 
of  the  Batchelors  of  later  years  published,  will  find  that  though  tbe 
RamKan  discipline  be  in  this  College  preferred  unto  the  Ariatote- 
Inan,  yet  they  not  so  confine  thenuelres  unto  that  neither,  u  to 
deprive  themselves  of  that  Libera  Philow^hia,  which  tbe  good 
^iiits  of  the  age  have  embraced,  ever  since  the  great  Lard  BacoQ 
show'd  'em  the  way  to  The  Advancement  of  Leaving;  but  they 
seem  to  be  rather  of  the  sect,  begun  by  Potamon,  called  /xlmwoJ, 
who  adhering  to  no  former  teci,  chose  out  of  them  all,  what  they 
lik'd  best  in  any  of  them :  At  least,  I  am  sure,  they  do  not  show 
such  a  veneration  for  Aristotle  aa  is  express'd  at  Qjieens-GoUedge 
in  Oxford ;  where  they  read  Aristotle  on  their  knees,  and  those 
who  take  degrees  are  sworn  to  defend  hia  philosophy,  A  Venetian 
writer  pretends  to  enumerate  no  less  than  twelve  thousand  volumes 
'published  in  the  fourteenth  age,  about  the  phdosophy  of  Aristotle, 
none  of  ours  will  add  unto  tbe  number.  For  this  let  the  learned 
reader,  accept  the  excuse,  which  their  present  President,  in  one  of. 
his  orations,  at  the  close  of  their  exercises,  has  helpt  us  unto. 

Mihi  quidem  maxime  arridet,  quod  vos  qui  estis  in  Artibua 
Liberalibua  initiati,  liberum  philosc^handi  modum,  potius  quain 
Peripateticismum  sapere  videmini.  NuUua  addubito  quin  CI.  Oas- 
sendi  Exercitationes  vobis  non  sunt  ignots,  in  quibus,  quod  apud 
Aristotelem  mulla  deficiant,  multa  superSuant,  multa  &llaat,  pluri- 
bus  ostendit.  Tritum  est  illud,  Qui  non  vutt  intelligi  debet 
negligi ;  nonnulla  autem  in  libris  Ariatotelis,  nemo  mortalium 
potest  inlellcgere.  Fertur  itaque  de  Herroolao  Barbaro,  qu6d 
Diemonem  ab  Inferis  excitaverit,  ut  quid  Aristoteles  per  suani 
irttXixiiai'  voluit,  ezponeret.  En  egregium  Aristotelis  interpre- 
tem  I  Clnam  plurima  in  ejus  scriptis,  authoris  Faganismum  re- 
doleni:    mundum   facit  increatum:    mortuorom    resurTecti<H)ein 
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posribileiii  negat;  anionm  mortalem.  Nonnnlli  Pyrrbooem,  qui 
fuit  p&ter  Scepticonim ;  alii  Zeaonem,  qui  fuit  pater  Stoicorum ; 
multi  PlatODeiD,  qui  fuit  Pacei  Academicorum  ;  Aristoteii  prsfe- 
nint.  VoB  auteiii  quibus  liberc  philosophari  contigit,  in  nullius 
jurare  verba  iDagJBtri  estia  addicti:  Ast  unicam  Aristotelis 
dictum,  Tere  aureum,  memotia 'teneatis,  Amicus  Plata,  amicua 
Socrates,  (addo  ego  amicus  Aristoteles,)  aed  magis  arnica  Veritas. 

They  likewise  which  peruse  the  questiones  published  by  the 
maBters,  will  fiod,  that  aa  these,  now  and  then  presume  to  fly  as 
high  as  divinily  ;  so  their  divinity  is  of  that  reformed  stamp,  which 
carries  as  frequent  confutations  of  Arminianism  with  it,  as  are 
possible  :  Herein  condemning  those  Protestant  Universities,  abroad 
in  the  world,  which  have  not  preserved  the  glorious  doctrines  of 
grace,  in  such  purity,  aa  that  great  party  among  the  Romanists 
themselves,  which  go  under  the  name  of  Jansenisls.  But  for  this 
also  let  their  present  President  be  accountable,  whose  orations  at 
the  end  of  their  exercises,  have  uttered  such  passages  as  these 
QDto  them. 

Gravis  ilia  fuit  profundi  Doctoris  querela,  totum  pene  mundtim 
post  Pelagian  in  errorero  abire.  Causa  in  promptu  est ;  nam 
propter  Adts,  et  in  eo  peccantis  humani  generis,  naufragium, 
tnortales  prout  rea  sint,  nee  sentiunt,  nee  judicant.  Toti,  toU, 
quanti  qnautlq;  sunt,  a  bono  et  vero  aversi,  conversi  ad  malum 
et  errorem,  Pelagianismus  itaq;  homini  in  statu  lapso  naturalis 
est,  nee  unquam  sic  avelli  potest,  qnud  non  iterum  lanqnam 
infelix  lolium,  in  fundo  nature  conuptffi  exoriatur.  Videmus 
Papistas,  Socinianistaa,  nee  non  Arminii  sequaces,  Pelagii,  do 
liberi  arbitrii  riribus,  virus  absorbeatea  ac  devorantea ;  tametsi 
eorum  error,  non  lantum  ab  Augustino,  jamdudum,  et  a  Luthero, 
in  Libro  insigoi  cui  titulus  est,  De  Servo  Arbitrio,  sed  etiam  ab 
innumeris  hujns  seculi  viria  perquam  eruditis,  refutatur.  Sed 
facessat  jam  Arminianismus,  cum  sit  Neo-pelogianismns.  Mibi  in 
mentcm  venit  anagramma,  sirs  ingeniosa  nominis  Arminii  inter- 
pretatio,  ex  literarum  [trajectione.  Jacobus  Arminius,  arayfa/ifuf 
tiio/xiyot  est,  Vani  Orbis  Amicus;  at  nobis  ergo  non  sit  amicus. 
Habemus  autem  in  Amyraldo  Anninium  Redivivum;  pariim 
enim,  atit  nihil  afferunt  Amyraldistce,  quos  novatores  et  metho- 
distas  vocant,  nisi  que  ab  Arminianis  acceperunt,  uti  multis  CI. 
Molineus  evicit.  Facessant  igitur  novatores,  et  in  nostra  Aca- 
deraia,  nee  vola,  nee  vestigium  Arminianismi  unqnam  inveniattir. 
In  quantum  vero  Inceptores  nostri  veram  contri  Aiminianismum 
senteDtiam  pro  viiili  propagnSrunt,  eoa  laurei  dignos  habeamtuu 
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And  DOW,  [  bope,  that  the  Earopeia  churcbee  of  the  &i1faral, 
will  cut  an  e;e  of  some  respect  apou  a  little  Univeraity  in  Ameri- 
ca, recommended  by  the  character  that  baa  been  thus  given  of  iL 
Certainly  they  must  be  none  but  enemies  to  the  Reformation,  the 
sons  of  Edom  (which  the  Jewish  Rabbins  very  truly  tell  us,  ia  the 
name  of  Rome  in  the  Sacred  Oracles)  that  shall  say  of  snch  an 
Univeraity,  Rast  it!  Rase  it!  —  [Ibid.  pp.  131, 132.] 

The  Thebes  or  the  first  Class  of  QiuDnATES  at  Harvabo 

College,  in  1642. 

Spectatisnmis  Pietate,  et  Illustrissimis  Eximia  Virtute  Viris, 

D.  lohanni  Winlhropo,  inclytas  Massachuaetti  Colonin 

Onbematori,  D.  JohOnni  Endicotto,  Vice- 

GttberDalori,  D.  Tkom.  Dudko,  D.  Rick. 

Bellinghamo,  D.  loan.  Humphrydo, 

D.  Israel.  Sloughtono. 

Nee  BOn  Reverendia  pientisaimiaque  viria  loanni  Cottono, 

loan.  Wiliono,  loan.  Daeenport,  Tho.  Weldo,  Hvgoni 

Petra,  Tho.  Shepardo,  Collegii  Hanardensis, 

Not-  Cantabr.  Inspectoribus  fideliasiraie, 

CEeterisque  Magistratibus,  et  Ecclesia- 

rum  ejusdem  Colonise  Presbyteris 

vigijantiasimis ; 

Has  Theses  Pbilolagicaa,  et  Pbilosophicas,  qaas,  Deo  dnce, 

Prsside  Henrico  Dunstero,  palam  pro  virili  propugnare 

conabuntur,  (hoaoris  et  obaervantis  gratia)  dicant 

cansecraiitque  in  artibua  liberalibus 

initiati  Adolesoentes. 


Benjamin  Woodbrigius 
Oeorgius  Doteningus 
Oulielmus  Hubhardus 
Hmrievs  Sattorutall . 
Jokannes  Bulkleius 


loannes  Wihoims 
Nathaniel  Bruitenu 
Samuel  Bellinghamus 
Tobias  Bemardus. 


Theata  Pkihlogicat. 

GRAHMATICAS. 
1.  Ijnguaram  Scientia  est  utilissima. 
3.  Litere  non  exprimunt  quantum  rocis  organa  efierubt. 

3.  Hffibrsa  est  Linguamm  Mater. 

4.  Consonantes  et  vocales  Hsbrxorum  aunt  coffitanes. 

5.  Puttctationea  chatephats  syllabam  proprie  non  effitianL 
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&  LinguaTum  Gisca  est  copioausima. 

7.  LiDgus  Qrsca  est  ad  accentus  proQimtianda. 

8.  Lingua  Latioa  est  eloquentissima. 

RHETORICAS. 

1.  Rhetorica  specie  difiert  a  Logica. 

3.  In  Eiocutione  perspicuitati  cedit  oroatus,  ofnatu!  copia. 

3.  Actio  primaa  tenet  in  pronuDlialioae. 

4.  Oratoiis  est  cclare  Arleni. 

LOGICAS. 

1.  Unirersalia  non  sunt  extra  intdlectum. 

2.  Omnia  Argumenta  non  sunt  relata. 

3.  Causa  sine  qua  non  non  est  peculiaris  cauaa  a  quatuor  reliquis 

general  ibuB. 

4.  Causa  et  «ffeclu8  sunt  airaul  tempore.  ' 

5.  Disseotanea  sunt  eque  acta. 

6.  GontrarietBS  est  tantum  inter  duo. 

7.  Sublato  relate  tollitur  correlatum. 

8.  Genus  perfectuni  Eequaliter  comiDnnicatur  speciebos. 

0.  Testimonium  ralet  quantum  testis. 

10.  Elenchornm  doctrina  in  Logica  non  est  necessaria. 

11.  Axioma   contiugens  est,  quod  ita  verum  est,  ut  aliquando 

falanm  esse  poesit. 
13.  Prscepta  Artium  debent  esse  xotiei  vanoi,  »a&'  avri,  noA' 
ohm  n^wnw. 

T&aes  Philosophical. 
ETHICAS. 

1.  Philosophia  practica  est  eruditionis  met*. 

2.  Actio  virtntia  habitom  antecellit. 

3.  Voluntas  est  Tirtutis  morolis  subjectum. 

4.  Yolunias  est  formajtier  libera. 
&.  Frudentia  virtutum  difficillima. 

6.  Prudentia  est  rirtus  intellectualis  et  moraliB. 

7.  Jnstitia  mater  omnium  virtutum. 

6.  Mors  potius  subeunda  quora  aliquid  culpffi  perpetr&adun. 

9.  Non  injusle  agit  nisi  qui  libens  agit. 

10.  Mentiri  potest  qui  vernm  dicil. 

11.  JuTeni  modestia  summam  oroameatum. 
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PHYSICAS. 

1.  Corpus  n&tnrale  mobile  est  aubjectam  Physics. 
S.  Materia  secunda  non  potest  ezistere  sine  formi. 

3.  Fonna  est  accidens. 

4.  Uoius  rei  noD  est  nisi  unica  fotma  (Mmstitativa. 

5.  Forma  eat  priactpium  individuatioDis. 

6.  Privalio  non  est  principium  internum. 

7.  Ex  merjs  acciilentibus  noD  fit  substantia. 

8.  Quicquid  movetur  ab  alio  movetui. 

9.  In  omni  motn  movena  simul  est  cum  mobili. 

10.  C<B]um  non  movetui  ab  intelligentiis. 

11.  Non  dantnr  orbea  in  ccelo. 

12.  Clnodlibet  Elementnm  habet  unam  ex  primis  qualitatiboa 
Bibi  maxime  propriam. 

13.  Pattedo  in  bnmido  fit  a  calore  extemo. 

14.  Anima  non  fit  ex  traduce. 

15.  Vebemens  senubile  destruit  sensam. 

METAPHYSICAL. 
1.  Onme  ens  est  bonnra. 
S.  Omne  creatum  est  concretiun. 

3.  Qmcqnid  Kteranm  idem  et  immenanm. 

4.  BoBam  metqdtysicnm  non  suscipit  gradns. 

[Hutciinsm's  Hut.  I.  pp,  610— fitS.] 


3.  But  onr  account  of  Harratd  College  will  be  rendered  moie 
complete,  if  ve  do  here  transcribe  the  laws  of  it ;  which  laws,  now. 
Reader,  do  bespeak  th;  patience. 

Statuta,  Leges,  et  Privilegia,  a  Preside  et  Sociis,  Gollegii  Hamr- 
dini,  apnd  Cantabrigienses  in  Not&  Angli&,  approbata  et 
sancita ;  quibus  Scfaolares  sive  Studentes,  et  Admissi  et  Ad- 
mittendi,  ad  Literas  et  bonos  Mores  promoTeDdum,  snbjicere 
tenentUT. 

(1.)  Cuicunqne  fiierit  peiitia  legendi  Cieerotum,  ant  quemvia 
alium  ejnsmodi  dassicum  autorem  ex  tempcn^,  et  congroi  loquendi 
ac  scribendi  Latine  &cultas,  oiatione  tarn  solutA  quAm  ligati,  soo 
(ut  aiunt)  marte,  et  ad  uaguem  inflectendi  Grscomm  nominnm, 
et  rerbcMuffl  paradigmata ;  hie  admissionem  in  collegium  jure  potest 


D,g,l,.9cbyGOOglC 


APPXNDIX.  49] 

expectare;  qniconque  vero  destitutus  fuerit  bAc  peritiS,  admiBaionem 
ribi  neatiqaam  Tindicet. 

(2.)  Quicanq;  in  collegium  admittnntar,  iidem  ed&m  conti»- 
bernio  eicipiendi  aunt;  et  anusquisq;  acholarinm  ceconomo  trea 
Kbras,  cum  hoepitio  aceipttur,  numerabit ;  eidem  ad  Gnem  cajnaq; 
trimestrlB  quod  debittim  erit,  aolvet :  nee  licet  ulli  academico, 
nondara  grada  omato,  conrictum  extra  collegium  qusrere,  nisi 
venii  inipetratA  a  prsaide,  aut  suo  tutore.  Si  quia  autem  hano 
prffisidis  aut  tntoris  indulgentiam  obtinebil,  conauetudinem  usitar 
lam  fideliler  obserrabit;  sin  autem  aliquis  a  collegio  descedeado 
privatam  institutionem  quteaierit,  copii  a  prsaide,  Tel  a  Uitoribus 
illi  non  factJi,  nullo  privilegio  academico  patietur. 

(3.)  Dum  hie  egcrint,  tempus  studiose  redimunlo;  tarn  com- 
iDQnea  omnium  scholarium  boras,  quaro  suis  prtelectionibus  desti- 
nataa,  observando. 

(4.)  Unusquisque  scholarinm  exercitia  omnia  scholastica  et 
religiooa,  tam  publica  quam  prlvata  aibi  propria,  prsatabit.  Adhuo 
in  statu  pupillari  degentea,  aexies  quot&nnis  rostra  oratoria  ascen- 
denk  Unaquiique  aeptimantl  bis  disputationibus  publicia  aophiate 
interesse  debent :  Cum  baccalaurei  turn  sophists  analysin  in  ali- 
qaam  S.  literarum  partem  inatituent :  Baccalaurei  singulis  aemeatri- 
bua  public^  quffistiones  philosophical  sub  prKsidis  moderamine  dia- 
cntient :  abaente  Tero  prsside,  duo  senioies  tutores  moderatoria 
partes  alteraatim  agent. 

(5.)  Ne  quia,  aab  quoria  prstextu,  homiaum,  quorum  perditi  ao 
discincti  aunt  moras,  cooauetadine  ntitor. 

(6.)  Nemo  in  statu  pupillari  degens,  nisi  conceasApritts  a  preside, 
▼el  a  tutoribus,  renii,  ex  oppido  exeat :  neo  quisqaam,  cujuscunque 
graduB  aut  oidlnis  fuerit,  tabernas  aut  direraoria,  ad  comessandum, 
ant  bibendum,  accedat,  nisi  ad  parentes,  curatorea,  nutricios,  aut 
hujnamodi,  accersitua  fuerit. 

(7.)  Nnllus  acholaria,  nullo  parentum,  curatonim,  aut  tutonim 
^>probaute,  quicquam  eraito,  Tcndito,  aut  commutato ;  qui  autem 
aecita  fecerit,  a  prsside  aut  tutore,  pro  delicti  ratione,  mulctabitar. 

(8.)  Oranes  schotarea  a  vestibus,  qus  &stura  aut  tuxum  prs  aa 
ferant,  abstineant ;  nee  ulli  studenti  extra  limites  academis,  sine 
toga,  tunica,  vel  penula,  exire  liceat. 

(9.)  Omnis  acholaris  non  graduatua,  solo  cognomine  vocetur,  niai 
sit  commensalis,  aut  equitis  primogenitua,  Tel  insigai  genere  natus. 

(10.)  Omnis  commensalis,  quinque  llbras,  in  perpetuom  aur 
deroiffi  ostun,  solvet,  priusquam  in  collegium  admittatui. 
7t 
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(11.)  Umuqaisiitte  scholaria,  in  statu  pnpillart  degens,  tnUMri  mo 
duu  libras,  at  ei  commeDsalis,  trea  libras,  per  uiDuin  diaomeran 
teiMbitur. 

(13.)  NuUi  ex  achotaribua  BeDioribua,  solis  tutoribus  «  cotle^ 
nciis  exeeptis,  recentem  eive  juniorcm,  ad  itineranduni,  aut  ad 
tliad  quodvis  faciendum,  minis,  Teiberibus,  vel  aJiis  modia  impellera 
liceblt.  Et  siqtiifl  non  graduatua  in  banc  legem  peccaTerit,  caati- 
^tione  corporali,  expulaioBe,  rel  aiiter,  prout  prEcsidi  cum  sociis 
visum  fuerit  pnnietur. 

(13.)  Scholares,  cajuscunque  conditioQis,  a  Inaa  aleaniin  Jti 
cbartarum  pictarum,  nee  non  ab  omoi  luaus  genere,  in  quo  de 
pecuni&  concertatut,  abstineant,  aub  pcen&  viginti  solidomm 
totiea,  qnottea,  ai  sit  graduatua,  fel  aliter,  pro  aibilrio  prssidia  et 
tntoria,  ai  non  ait  graduatua. 

(14.)  Siquia  acholarium  a  precibus  aut  prxlectionibus  abfaerh^ 
niai  necoBsitate  coactua,  aut  prffisidis  aut  tutoris  nactas  Teniam; 
ttdmoaitioni,  aut  aliumsodi,  pro  prsaidis  aut  tutoris  prudeatii, 
peaaK,  m  pluaquam  semel  in  hebdomads  peccaverit,  erit  obuozitu. 

(15.)  Nullna  scholaris  quivis  de  cauaA  (niai  premonatratx  et 
appcobala  prteaidi  et  tutori  ano)  a  atudiis  ttatisve  exercitiis  abesto: 
exoept&  seimbor&  jentaculo,  prandio  vero  aesquihorS,  concessS ;  nee 
son  omnffi  uaque  ad  horam  nonam. 

(16.)  Siquia  Bcholaiium  ullam  Dei  ant  hujua  collejfii  legem,  aire 
animo  perverso,  aive  ex  aupin&  negligentia  riolarit,  poatquam  fiierit 
bis  admonitua,  gravioribns,  pro  pnesidis  aut  tutoris  prudentiS,  pcznia 
coerceatur.  In  atrocioribus  autem  delictis,  ut  adeo  gradatim 
procedatur,  nemo  expectet. 

(17.)  Quiounqoe  achotaria,  probatione  habiti,  potent  sacraa 
vtrkisqtw  instrumenti  Scripturas  de  textu  originaii  Latind  interpre- 
tari,  et  logicd  resolvere ;  fueritque  naturalia  et  moralis  philoaophie 
principiis  imbutua ;  vitaque  ct  moribus  incolpatua ;  et  publicis 
quibusre  comitiis  a  prsaide  et  aociis  coll^i,  approbatus,  primo 
8110  gradu  posBtt  oraari.  Aliter  nemo,  nisi  post  trieDnium  et  decern 
menses  ab  admissione  in  cdlegium,  ad  primum  in  aiubua  gradum 
admittetur. 

(18.)  Quicunque  Bcholuia  locum  habuit  communern,  scriptam- 
que  synopsin  vel  compendium  logicie,  naturalia  et  moralis  philo- 
K^hin,  arithmeticffi,  aut  geomeUin,  aut  aalronomiffi,  exhibuerit,  fue- 
ritque ad  theaes  saaa  defendendaa  paratua;  ncc  non  originalinm,  ut 
supra  dictum,  linguanim,  peritua ;  quern  etiunnam  morum  integritas 
sc  Btudioiura  diligentia  cohoneataverint,  publicis  quibusris  CMsitiM 
probatione  &cli,  eecundi  gradue,  magislerii  nimitum,  capaz  erit. 
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(19.)  Statutum  est,  qudd  qui  tbeologiie  dat  openuD,  snteqwun 
baccalaureatum  in  ilia,  facilitate  conaequatur,  gradutn  magisteru  in 
artibus  BURcipiat,  ac  sedulo  iheologicia  el  Hebraicis  leetionibUB 
incumbat ;  quibua  anaorum  septem  dabit  operani :  quo  spatio,  Ihs 
dispuubit  contra  iheologis  baccalaureum,  semelque  reqxxidebit  in 
theologii;  coDcioaabitur  Laline  eemel,  et  semel  AngUee,  vel  in 
templo,  vel  in  aula  academicB  r  et  si,  in  boo  tempore,  in  tbeologift 
profeceiit,  pet  solcnnem  inaugurationem  bacealaureus  .fieti  Uc 
tanien  cautione  servati,  ne  quia,  ante  quinquennium  completun  a 
sascepto  magiatrali  gradu,  concionem  hujuamodi  habere  permittetui. 

(30.)  Statutum  eat,  quod  qui  cnpit  in  ordiaem  doctorum  theoI» 
gite  cooptari,  per  iategrum  quinquennium,  post  susoeptum  bacei^ 
luirei  gradum,  lectionibua  et  studiis  theologicis  dabit  operem,  flt 
antequara  incipiendum,  in  e&dem  facultate  admittatur,  io  question^ 
bus  theologicis  bia  oppouet,  aemel  respondebit,  idque  dootorii  ri 
commode  fieri  poterit;  Latinfc  semel,  Anglice  aemel,  conciooabitar 
in  templO)  vel  in  aul&  academiie  ;  solenniter  aexies  legat,  et  explic«t 
ftliquam  Scripturce  partem,  et  post  soleanem  inceplioaem,  send 
infra  anuum  ipse  sibi  questionem  proponere  tensbitur  in  tolft 
academis,  cujua  ambigua  et  dubitationes,  in  utramque  parteO) 
enucleabit,  definiet,  et  determinabit. 

(21.)  Statutum  eat,  quud  prater  cstera  exercitia,  pro  gradibns 
theologicis  prtestanda,  unusquisque  tarn  pro  theologis  baccal&u- 
reatu,  qnam  pro  doctoratu,  candidatus,  tractatum  qnendam  contra 
hsresia  vel  errorem  aliqnem  grassantem,  aut  in  aliud  utile  qood- 
dam  argumentum  (dirigentibus  id  prsaide  et  coUegii  sociia)  pro 
communi  ecclesiarum  commodo,  in  lucem  emittere  tenebitar. 

(22.)  Gradus  academic!,  qui  a  prsside  et  curatoribns  collegii 
Harrardiui  antehac  collati  sunt,  pro  validis  habeantur. 

(23.)  Unusquisque  scholaris  bamm  legum  exemplar,  a  pre^de 
et  aliquo  tntorum  subacriptnm,  sibi  comparabit,  priusquam  in  ccdl^ 
^am  admittatur. 

Among  the  laws  of  Harvard  Colledge  thus  recited,  the  reader 
will  find  the  degrees  of  a  baccalaureate  and  a  doctorate,  in  divinity, 
provided  for  those,  that  bj  coming  up  to  terms,  beyond  those 
required,  in  an;  one  European  universitj,  shall  merit  them.  Now, 
though  there  are  divines  in  the  country,  whose  abilities  would  fully 
answer  the  terms  thus  proposed  j  yet  partly  from  the  novelty  of 
tbe  matter  itself,  which  under  the  former  charter  was  never  pre- 
tended unto,  and  partly  from  the  modesty  of  the  persons  most 
worthy  to  have  this  respect  put  apoa  them,  there  was  jet  nev^ 
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made  among  us  any  of  these  promotioDB.  'T  is  trne,  tbese  thin 
are  of  no  very  early  original ;  for  the  ocaasion  of  them  EirBt  anwe, 
about  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1135.  Lotharius  the  emperor,  baTing 
found  in  Italy,  a  copy  of  the  Roman  civil  law,  which  he  was  greatlj 
taken  withd,  he  ordained,  that  it  should  be  publicly  expounded  in 
the  schools;  and  that  he  might  give  encoaragement  unto  this 
employment,  it  wbj  ordained,  that  the  public  professors  of  this  law 
should  bo  dignified  with  the  style  of  doctors,  whereof  Bnlgaros 
Hugolinus,  with  others,  was  the  liraL  Not  long  after,  this  rite  of 
creating  doctors  was  borrowed  of  the  lawyers,  by  divines,  who  in 
their  schools  publicly  taught  divinity ;  and  the  imitation  took  |dace, 
first  in  Bononia,  Paris,  and  Oxford.  But  I  see  not,  why  anch  marks 
of  honor  may  not  be  properly  given  by  an  American  nniverBrty, 
as  well  as  an  European  to  them,  who,  by  such  capacity  and  activitj 
for  the  service  of  the  churches,  do  deserve  to  be  so  distingaished. 
Indeed,  this  university  did  present  their  President  with  a  diploma, 
for  a  doctorate  under  the  seal  of  the  Colledge  with  the  hands  of  tba 
fellows  annexed  :  which,  because  it  is  the  first  and  the  sole  instanos 
of  such  a  thing  done  in  the  whole  English  America,  I  wtU  here 
transcribe  it. 

Quum  gradus  academicus,  tam  in  theologii,  quam  in  philoflt^bift, 
pro  more  acsdemiarum  in  Anglitl,  conferendi  potestas,  ab  an^ 
plissimo  gubernatore,  et  a  summji  Massacbusettensia  j>rovincie 
curiS,  secundum  sereniss.  Regis  ac  Roginie  Gulielmi  et  Haric, 
illis  concessum  diploma,  ait  nobis  commissa :  et  quoaiam  vir 
clarissimus,  D.  Crescgntics  Matbbkus,  CoUegii  Harvardini  in 
NovS  Anglii  presses  reverendos,  libros  quam  plurimos  tam 
Aaglice  quim  Latine  edidit,  omnigeni  literatura  refertoe,  mollis- 
que  pretereiL  modis,  non  solum  in  Unguis  et  in  artibus  liberalibui 
peritissimum,  verum  eciam  in  S.  S.  Scripturis  et  in  thedogii 
ae  oslendit  versatissimum ;  atque  per  studia  et  merita  rere  ei- 
traordinaris,  non  tantum  apud  Amertcanas,  sed  et  Europffianu 
ecclesiaa  commendalissimum  se  reddidit ;  propterea  dictum  D. 
Crescentiuu  Mathbruu,  doctorali  cathedrS  dignum,  judica- 
mus,  eumque  pro  autoritate  nobis  commissa,  S.  Theologie  Doo- 
torem  nominamus  ac  renunciamus.  In  cujua  r^  tcetimoniam, 
academin  sigiUum  hisce  literis  affiximus  ;  noa,  quorum  hie  sunt 
stibscripta  nomina. 

Datum  Cantabrigiffi  Nov-Anglorum,  die  Novembria  sepUmo, 
anno  Domini  millesimo  sexcentesimo  nonagesimoque  secnndo. 
[Midher's  MagnaHa,  B.  IV.  pp.  132  - 134] 
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4.  We  will  conclude  our  catalogue  of  the  giuduateB  in  this 
oolledge,  with  the  elegy,  which  the  renerablc  Ur.  John  Wilson 
made  upon  its  foander. 

In  pientisBimum,  reverendiBsimuinq ;  viram, 

JOHANNEM  HARVARDUM, 
i  suggesto  sacra  Caroloensi  ad  ccelos  erectum, 
Ad  alumnos  CantahrienaeB  liteiatoa,  poema. 
Johanites  Hanardm. 

Si  non  (ah !)  snrdfl  aura. 
En,  mihi  fert  animus,  Patroni  nomine  vestri 

(Si  non,  (ah  !)'suTd&  apernitut  aure)  loqui. 
Sic  ait 
He  Deus,  immenso  per  Christam  motus  aroore, 

Ad  calos  serruin  jussit  abira  auom. 
Parebam ;  monituque  Dei  preeunl«  parabam 

Q.uicqQid  ad  opUtum  sufficiebat  optiB. 
He  (licet  indignum)  selegit  gratia  Chrisli, 

Fundarem  Musis  qui  pia  tecta  piis. 
(Non  qnitd  vel  chard  moriens  uxore  carorem, 

Aut  haras  alius  quod  mihi  nullus  erat :) 
HBTedes  tob  ipse  meos  sed  linquere  suasit, 

Usque  ad  dimidium  sortis  opumque,  Deus. 
He  commune  bonum,  pisseitim  gloria  Christi, 

Impulit,  et  chare  posteritatis  amor ; 
Sat  ratns  esse  mihi  sobolis,  pietatis^aniote 

Educet  illuBtres  si  Schola  nostra  viros. 
Hec  mihi  apes  (viti  morienti  duloior  olim) 

He  reoreat,  cfsli  dum  requiete  fruor. 
At  si  degeneres  liqueat  vos  esse  (quod  absiti) 

Otia  si  Btudiifl'aiot potiora  bonis: 
Si  nee  doctrini/neo  moribus  eatis.honeBtis 

Imbuti,  (lastu  non  leriora  tnmen) 
Grata  sit  aut  robts  si  secta  vel  hErasis  nils, 

Vos  simol  inGciens,  vos,  Dominiqne  gregem : 
Hec  mihi  palrono  qniLm  sunt  contraria  vestro  I 

Atque  magts  snmmo  displicitura  Deo  I 
Nec  tamen  ista  meo  sic  nomine  dicier  opto, 

Mens  qutri  promittat  noa  raeliora  mihi  1 
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Qandia  ccelorara  vix  ma  utiaie  ralerent, 

Si  iantft  oibatus  speque  fideque  forena. 
nie  Deus  vobis,  vestrisque  laboribus,  almun, 

Et  dedit,  et  pond  suppeditabit  opem. 
Ejus  in  obsequio,  sic,  O  !  sic,  pergite  concti, 

Ut  fluat  hinc  major  gloria  lausque  Deo. 
At  si  quia  recto  mal£  sit  do  tramite  groaaua 

(<^iiod  David,  et  Solomoa,  et  Petrua  ipse  qaeat). 
Hie  aibi  De  placeat,  monilus  neque  ferre  recuset, 

In  rectam  posaint  qui  revocare  riam. 
Sic  grati  vob  este  Deo  !  Teatrique  laborea, 

Quos  olim  iu  Cbristo  suacipietis,  erunt. 
Utque  Vetus  meruit  aibi  Cantabrigia  nomeo, 

Sic  oomen  fiet  dnloe  feraxque  Not». 

Job  ANN  EB   WlLSOMIS. 

Vtrba  Doet.  Anvuitmith,  in  Orat.  AnttioeigtHand. 

Fazit  Dens  optJmus,  masimus,  tenacem  adeo  reritatis  banc 
academiam,  ut  deinceps  in  Anglifl  lapum,  In  Hibemia  bnfoaem, 
invenire  focilius  sit,  quam  aut  Sociniaaum,  aut  Arminianum  in 
Canubrigid.  —  [Ibid.  B.  IV.p.  139.] 
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No.  XII.     (p.  28.) 

Some  of  their  [the  iDdiaos]  bods  have  been  brought  Dp  scholuB 
in  Harvard  Colledge,  and  I  was  told  that  there  was  but  two  Fel- 
lowes  in  that  Colledge,  and  one  of  them  was  an  Indian ;  some  few 
of  these  Christian  Indians  have  of  late  apostatized  and  fiillen 
back  to  their  old  superstilioo  and  course  of  life.  —  [Xosselj/K't 
Voyagei  to  New  England,  p.  149.  London,  1675.  Reprinted  in 
Hasa.  HisU  Coll.  III.  Third  Series,  pp.  310,  311.] 


(p.  2.) 

At  the  bottom  of  the  ba;  the  river  begins  to  be  Darrower,  half  i 
qoarter  of  a  mile  broad  ;  by  the  DOrthside  of  the  river  is  New- 
town, three  miles  from  Cfaarles-tawD,  a  league  and  half  by  water,  it 
was  first  intended  for  a  city,  the  neatest  and  beat  compacted  town, 
having  many  fair  structurea  and  handsom  contrived  streets ;  the 
inhabitaDts  rich,  they  have  many  hundred  acres  of  land  paled  with 
one  common  fence  a  mile  and  half  long,  and  store  of  cattle  ;  it  is 
DOW  called  Cambridge  where  ia  a  CoUedg  for  students  of  late ;  it 
stretcheth  from  Charles  river  to  the  southern  part  of  Merrimaeb- 
river,  —llnd.  i^.  164,  165. 


(P-    •) 

Harvard  Colledge  founded  with  a  publick  library. 

Ministers  bred  in  New  England,  and  (excepting  about  10}  in 

Harvard  Colledge  one  hundred  thirty  two :  of  which  dyed  in  the 

conntrey  ten,  now  living  eighty  one,  removed  to  England  fortj 

one— -i6uf.  p.2ffi2. 
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No.  XIIL     (p.  9.) 

Thx  ibtlowtDg  is  tbe  first  clus  of  Harritd  Cdl^e,  u  it  atanda 
in  tbe  catak^ue : 

1642. 

Benjamin  Woodbridge,  Mr.  Own.  S.  T.  D. 

Georcids  Downino,  Eques,  Olir.  Croin.  et  Caro.  IL  Leg.  spud 

Resp.  BaL 
Jokannti  BuUdty,  Mr. 
GvKtlmus  Hubbard,  Mr. 
Sahukl  Bellihouah,  Mr.  M.  0.  Lugd. 
Johamiei  Wilson,  Mr. 

Henricob  Saltonstall,  M.  D.  Patar.  et  Oxon.,  Soc 
Tobias  Barnard. 
Nalhaaad  Bransttr,  Th.  Bac.  Dublin. 

Aeeotmt  oftht  first  class  of  Graduates. 

[Of  these  graduates  the  iolloving  particulars  have  heen  collected 
from  Tarioin  sources,  by  the  Editor.] 

1.  Mr.  Benjaain  Woodbridge  waa  educated  pardy  at  Hagda^ 
lea  college,  Oxon,  and  then  went  to  New  England,  where  he 
finished  his  academical  studies.  He  was  tbe  first  graduate  of  Hai^ 
Tard  college.  In  the  language  of  Dr.  Calamy,  he  was  the  first 
ftuits,  and  lastiag  glory  of  that  institution,  aa  bishop  Usher  was  of 
Dublin.  In  the  catalogue  of  our  college  he  is  a  doctor  of  diTinitjr. 
Neither  Dr.  Calamy  nor  Dr.  Mather  mention  this.  It  must  haie 
been  under  tbe  reign  of  Cromwell,  at  the  univeraity  of  Oxford,  for 
under  no  other  admiDJatration  could  a  puritan  dinne  receire  this 
bonotary  distinction  from  that  place.  He  waa  one  of  King  Charles's 
chaplains  in  ordinary  after  the  restoration,  and  had  the  choice  of 
being  canon  of  Windsor,  if  he  would  conform;  and  of  ejectment, 
if  he  would  noL  He  preferred  the  latter.  He  had  succeeded  the 
famous  Dr.  Twisa  at  Newbury,  where  he  continued  preaching  after 
be  was  silenced.  In  1671,  by  King  Charles's  indulgence,  he 
preached  mote  publicly.  Though  he  waa  favored  more  than  Non- 
cooformists  in  general,  yet  he  Buffered  a  great  deal,  and  met  with 
,  who  bad  some  influence,  though  of  little  worth.    He 


died  in  the  yeir  1684,  having  been  miniater  of  Nawbarjr  abtfo 
forty  yean,  and  a  great  part  of  bia  time  being  able  to  attend  bin 
duty. 

His  cbaraater  for  learning,  piety,  and  moderation,  and  aGtifily  n 
the  line  or  his  profewion,  highly  deserred  praise.  It  muat  gin 
[Measure  to  the  aiumni  of  the  (allege  to  bear  of  his  good  name,  tf 
he  was  the  eldeet  son  of  our  alma  mater.  He  was  trijlj  a  great 
man.  As  a  preacher,  a  christian,  a  casuist,  a  scholar,  be  had  inor6 
than  cnmmoti  reputation.  He  was  called  a  charming  preacheff 
bia  Toice  was  remarkable,  and  his  manner  graceful.  It  is  said, 
that  his  temper  was  cheerful,  hia  behaviour  genteel  and  obliging. 
His  catbolicti  spirit  was  manifested  when  he  was  one  of  the  oora- 
miasioners  at  Saroy.  He  was  ?ery  desirous  of  an  accommodadon ; 
and  concerned  to  find  that  his  endeaTours  were  fruitless.  —  [EUoi't 
EccUs.  Hitt-  in  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.  X.  p.  33,  note.] 

Benjamin  Woodbridge  was  brother  to  the  Rev.  John  Woodbridge 
of  Andover,  Massachusetts,  and  son  of  the  Rev,  John  Woodbridge 
of  Wiltshire,  Engiaod  ;  he  was  born  at  Higbworth  in  1622.  After 
completing  his  education,  he  returned  to  England,  was  settled  at 
Salisbury,  Nov.  16,  1648,  and  afterwards  succeeded  Dr.  Twiss,  as 
above  stated,  at  Newbury,  where  he  gained  a  high  reputation,  as  & 
mholar,  a  preacher,  a  caaiiist,  and  a  christian.  After  he  was  ejeeU 
ed,  in  1662,  he  continued  to  preach  privately.  He  died  at  Engle> 
&eld,  Berks,  Nov.  1 ,  1684,  aged  62,  and  was  buried  at  Newbury. 
He  received  the  degree  ofDoctor  in  Divinity  at Ojtford. —  [Fanut'i 
Hist.  CoU.  III.  p.  183;  and  Gaualogical  Register  of  thejirst 
Settlers  oflfeio  England,  by  the  same  author,  iil.Wbodbridgt.^—' 
"  Thongh  inclined  to  presbyteritnism,  to  use  Mr.  [Samuel]  Mvh- 
er'a  words,  not  malignantly  affected."'— [Hutek.  Hist.  I.  p.  Ill, 
note.] 

2.  George  Downing  went  into  the  army,  and  was  scout-master 
general  of  the  English  army  in  Scotland.  He  was  afterwards  in 
great  favor  with  Cromwell,  who  seut  him  ambassador  to  the  States, 
and  ugxin  the  restoration  he  turned  with  the  times,  and  was  sent  of 
kept  by  the  King  in  the  same  employ,  had  the  merit  of  betraying, 
securiog,  and  sending  over  several  of  the  regicides  (he  had  been 
captain  under  one  of  them,  Col.  Okey)  was  knighted  and  in  favi^ 
at  court,  and  died  in  1684.  His  character  runs  low  with  the  beat 
historians  in  England  ;  it  was  much  lower  with  his  countrymej)  in 
New  England ;  and  it  became  a  proverbial  expressjon,  lo  lay  of  ^ 
8  + 
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Mae  man  vbo  betrayed  his  trust,  that  he  wu  an  arrant  QeargK 
Downing.  Oliver  Cromwell,  when  he  aent  him  ai^nt  or  ambassa- 
dor to  the  Slates,  in  his  letter  of  credence  eajs,  "George  Downing 
is  a  person  of  eminent  quality,  and  after  a  long  trial  of  his  fidelity, 
probity,  and  diligence  in  several  and  rarious  negotiations,  well  ap- 
proved and  valued  by  us.  Him  we  have  thought  filling  to  send  to 
yonr  Lordships,  dignified  with  the  chancier  of  our  agent,"  &,a. 
(Milton's  Letters.)  In  his  latter  days  he  is  said  to  have  been  very 
friendly  to  New  England,  and  when  the  colony  waa  upon  the  worat 
terms  with  King  Charles  the  Second.  An  article  of  news  from 
England,  in  1671,  says,  "  Sir  George  Downing  is  in  the  Tower,  it 
is  said  because  he  returned  from  Holland,  where  he  was  sent  am- 
bassador, before  his  time  :  As  it  is  reported,  he  had  no  smitl  abuse 
ofered  him  there.  They  printed  the  sermons  he  preached  in  Olt- 
Ter's  time  and  drew  three  pictures  of  him.  I.  Preaching  in  a  tub, 
over  it  waa  wrote,  This  I  was.  3.  A  treacherous  courtier,  over  it, 
This  I  am.  3.  Hanging  on  a  gibbet,  and  over  it.  This  I  shall  bt." 
Prints  of  that  sort  were  not  ao  common  in  England  in  that  day  aa 
they  have  been  the  last  twenty  years. 

"  Downing  was  sent  to  make  up  the  quarrel  with  (he  Dutch,  but 
coming  home  in  too  great  haste  and  fear,  is  now  in  the  prison  where 
bis  master  lay  that  be  betrayed."  MS.  Letter  Lotvl.  March  4, 
1671  -3.  By  his  master,  no  doubt  Okey  is  intended.  His  son 
was  one  of  the  Tellere  in  the  Exchequer  in  1680.  Sir  George 
died  in  1684.  He  was  brother-in-law  to  governor  Bradstreet,  and 
kept  up  a  correspondence  with  him.  —  [Hiilch.  Hist.  I.  p.  Ill,  note.] 

George  Downing  was  born  in  London  ;  was  prepared  for  enter- 
ing Harvard  College,  by  the  Rev.  John  Fisk,  of  Snlem,  and,  after 
taking  his  degree,  went  to  England  in  1645,  and  susiained  various 
offices  under  Cromwell  and  Charles  II. ;  by  the  latter  he  was  made 
a  baronet,  July  I,  1662,  bra  residence  being  then  at  East  Hatley, 
in  Cambridgeshire.  He  married  about  l&i4,  Frances  Howard, 
and  died  in  I6)j4,  aged  about  59.  His  son  George  married  Caih^ 
rine,  eldest  daughter  of  James,  Earl  of  Salisbury.  Their  «aa 
George  died  in  1747,  without  issue,  and  lef\  a  bequest  for  founding 
a  college  at  Cambridge  in  England,  now  called  "  Downing  Col- 
lege" ;  which  bequest  now  amounts  to  ^150,000.  —  [FiuiMr'j 
Omealogical  Register,  art.  Dooming.  Bentley'i  Hist,  of  SaUm, 
in  Mass.  Histor.  Coll.  VI.  p.  240,  First  Series.] 

Every  printed  book  has,  I  believe,  hitherto  called  this  moot  dis- 
tinguished of  the  eailj  boos  of  Harvard  College,  tbe  md  ttf  Cali- 
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bate  Dovning,  a  poritsa  diviDs.     This  error  ia  probably  charge 
able  to  boaeat  Anthony  Wood's  Atheas  Oxonienses. 

Another  mistake  is  found  in  the  ramous  Andrew  Marfell. 
Among  his  works  is  "  A  seasonable  argument  to  persuade  all  the 
grand  juries  of  England  to  petition  for  a  new  parliament;  or  a  list 
of  the  principal  laboiera  in  tbe  great  design  of  popery  and  arbitrary 
power,  who  have  betrayed  their  country  to  the  conspirators,  and 
bargained  with  them  to  maintain  a  standing  army  in  England, 
under  the  command  of  the  bigotted  popish  [Duke]  who  by  tba 
aasistance  of  the  L.L's  [Lord  Lauderdale's]  Scotch  army,  tbe 
forces  in  Ireland,  and  those  in  Prance,  hopes  (o  bring  all  back  to 
Rome  "  Amsterdam,  1677.  This  curious  tract  contains  a  list  of . 
tbe  members  of  the  commons,  arranged  under  tbe  several  counties 
in  dphabetical  order,  with  some  account  of  the  rewards  to  each  for 
his  service  to  the  courL  Our  son  of  the  first  days  at  Harvard  Col- 
Jege  is  thus  mentioned  :  "  Northumberland.  Morpeth.  Sir  George 
Downing,  a  poor  child,  bred  upon  charily  ;  like  Judas,  betrayed 
bis  master.  What  then  can  bis  country  expect  t  He  drew  and 
advised  the  oath  of  renouncing  the  king's  family,  and  took  it  first 
himself.  For  his  honesty, >  fidelity,  &.c.  rewarded  by  his  majesty 
with  80,000  pounds  at  least,  and  is  a  commissioner  of  the  customs, 
the  bouse  beirto'call  the  courtiers  to  vote  at  six  o'clock  at  night) 
an  Exctiequer  teller." 

Wood's  Atbenn  Oxonienses,  Vol,  IL  37,  in  the  account  of  Caly- 
bote  Downing  LL.  D.  who  died  1644,  says,  "  This  Dr.  Cal.  Down- 
ing was  father  to  a  son  of  his  own  temper  named  George,  a  sider 
with  all  times  and  changes,  well  skilled  in  tbe  common  cant,  ind  s 
preacher  sometimes  to  boot,  a  man  of  note  in  Oliver's  days,  ae 
having 'been  by  him  sent  resident  to  the  Lord's  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces,  a  soldier  in  Scotland,  and  at  length  Scout> 
If  aster  General  there,  and  a  burgess  ki  several  corporations  in 
that  kingdom,  in  parliaments  that  began  there  in  1654  and  fi6. 
Upon  a  foresight  of  his  majesty  King  Charles  IL  his  restoration, 
be  wheeled  about,  took  all  opportunities  to  show  his  loyalty,  was 
elected  burgess  for  Horpeth  in  Northumberland,  to  serve  in  that 
parliament  begun  at  Westminister,  Sth  May,  1661,  was  about  that 
time  sent  envoy  extraordinary  into  Holland,  where  to  show  his  zesl 
and  love  for  his  majesty,  be  seized  on  three  regicides  at  Delft 
named  John  Barkstead,  John  Okey,  and  Miles  Corbet,  whom  be 
forthwith  sent  into  England  to  receive  the  reward  of  tbe  gallows. 
AfterwBida  being  made  secretary  to  the  treasury  and  one  of  bis 
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ttiAJMtj's  cAmiAHtioben  of  the  cofltoms,  was  by  the  nsne  of  Kt 
0«or^  Downing  of  Gut  H&tlay  in  Cambridgeebire,  Knigbt,  eiv^ 
ated  B  baronet  on  the  first  of  July  1663."  In  tbe  satire  Vol.  p. 
768 — 9,  Wood  repeatB  the  story  of  Sir  George's  service  in  seisii^ 
Uie  regicides  at  an  alehouse  id  Delft  in  tbe  beginning  of  Match, 
lOSI,  and  in  conclusion  quotes  the  passage  above  from  Marvell. 

Now  we  know,  that,  being  son  of  EmanUel  Downing,  and 
nephew  of  Qovernor  Winthrop,  he  was  not  a  poor  eUld,  bred 
tapon  charity,  as  die  iodignation  of  Uarvell  lepresentsi  However 
tandeserving  of  approbaiim  his  polilical  character  may  be,  which  ia 
(Urt;  represented,  I  imagine,  by  HatohinBOn  1.  p.  107,  in  the  nnat 
hmnriitg  note  of  bis  history,  his  powers  of  rendering  faimHelf  ni 
by  aptitude  for  aflbirs  of  state,  and  great  assiduity  in 
'could  alone  gain  him  the  high  employments  which  Oliver  Crwii- 
*el]  bestowed.  He  was  employed  in  negotiations  with  the  Duke 
Of  Savoy  hi  1653,  and  at  borne  in  busioess  of  the  army,  and  was 
bpedally  chosen  member  of  parbament  in  1656  tar  tbe  protector's 
'jMrposes,  frdm  the  Scotch  borough  of  Haddington  in  Scodand 
'ander  Molik'e  instructions.  But  his  great  services  for  Oliver  and 
tin  Mlcceeding  brief  adminiitrationB  was  as  minister  in  Hdland-, 
1657  -  8,  very  abundant  evidence  of  which  is  in  Thurloe'a  Slnta 
Papers,  e^>eeially  Vol.  VII. 

By  the  recently  published  Memoirs  of  Pepys,  who  was  in  Dowit' 
iDg's  office,  at  first,  as  a  clerk,  it  appears  that  in  the  anarchy  of 
IBGO  the  crafty  politician  was  at  home,  near  the  Gscheqner  ;  and 
Mrent  over,  in  the  most  important  jtiDcture,  end  of  January,  166% 
to  wait  for  events  at  the  Hague.  He  was  knighted  a  week  befoiv 
tte  leBtotation.  Of  the  arrest  of  the  i«gicideBi  Pepys  writes  in  his 
Diary,  1663,  March  1*2,  "  this  momitig  we  had  news,  that  Sir  O. 
Downing  (like  a  perfidious  rt^ue,  though  the  aotion  is  good  and  of 
bervice  lo  the  king,  yet  he  cannot  with  a  good  conscieBce  do  it) 
hath  taken  Okey,  Corbet,  and  Barkstead  at  Delft  in  Holland,  and 
WDt  tbem  home  in  the  Blackmore.  Sir  W.  Peim,  talking  to  mb 
tliis  afternoon  of  what'a  strange  thing  it  ia  for  Downing  to  do  thi^ 
he  told  me  of  a  speech  he  made  to  tbe  Lord's  States  of  Hotiand) 
4elliog  tbem  to  their  faces  that  he  observed  that  he  was  wot  recei^ 
ed  tvith  the  respect  and  observawce  that  he  was  i^hen  he  oame 
ftMB  the  traitor  and  rebel  Cromwell ;  by  whom,  I  am  sure,  be  hath 
got^  be  hath  in  the  worid,  and  they  know  it  too."  Vol.  I.  pp. 
184-6.  He  adds,  mider  the  date  of  17th,  mentioning  tbearrml 
-«f  tbe  piisoners,  "  the  oaptain  telb  me,  tbe  Dutoh  wore  a  g««d 
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while  befon  ibe;  could  be  penuBded  to  let  them  go,  they  beiag 
taken  priBODors  id  their  land.  But  Sir  G.  Downing  would  not  b« 
answered  so ;  though  ail  the  woiid  talces  notice  of  !iim  ibr  a  moM 
HDgratehi]  villain  for  hia  pains." 

PepjB,  probably,  knew  Downing's  origin,  but  hia  noble  editor. 
Lord  Brajbrooite  has  repeated  the  story  aboat  Cal.  Downing  beinf 
hifl  lather.  We  Deed  not  be  surprised  at  this,  Tor  Hutchingon  has 
Bot  given  any  genealogy,  and  a  relatife  of  Downing,  the  late  Wil- 
Ham  WinUirop  of  Cambridge,  in  his  catalogue  of  Harvard  College, 
HS.  belonging  to  the  Historical  Society,  prolongs  the  delusion  of 
Wood. 

I  may  be  eicused  for  extending  this  note  by  farther  extracts  from 
ue  who  knew  him  so  well  as  Pepys  :  "  1667,  May  27.  The  new 
/ommisaioners  of  the  treasury  have  chosen  Sir  G.  Downing  f<>r 
iiheir  secretary  ;  and  I  think  in  my  conscience  they  have  done  a 
■'great  thing  in  it ;  for  he  is  active  and  a  man  of  business,  and 
;  Talaea  himself  upon  having  of  things  do  well  under  his  tiaod ;  ao 
'  that  I  am  mightily  pleased  in  their  choice."    Vai.  II.  p.  58. 

"  1668,  December  37.  Met  with  Sir  G.  Downing,  and  walked 
wilfa  him  an  hour  talking  of  business,  and  how  the  late  war  was 
managed,  there  being  nolmdy  to  take  care  of  it ;  and  he  telling, 
when  he  was  in  Holland,  what  he  offered  the  king  to  do  if  ho 
night  have  power,  and  then  upon  the  least  word,  perhaps  of  a 
woman,  to  the  king,  he  was  contradicted  again,  and  particulaily  lo 
the  loss  of  all  that  we  lost  in  Guinea.  He  told  me  that  he  had  eo 
good  spies,  that  he  hath  had  the  keys  taken  out  of  De  Witt's 
pocket  when  he  was  abed,  and  his  closet  opened  and  papers 
brought  to  him  and  left  in  his  hands  for  an  hour,  and  carried  back 
and  laid  in  the  place  again,  and  the  keys  put  into  his  pocket  again. 
lie  says  he  hath  always  had  their  most  private  debates,  that  have 
been  but  between  two  or  three  of  the  chief  of  them,  brought  to 
him  in  an  hour  after,  and  an  hour  after  that  bath  sent  word  thereof 
lo  the  king."    Vol.  II.  p.  291. 

A  note  to  Bliss's  edition  of  Wood  mentions  an  epithalamium  in 
1664,  in  Buptias  viri  vere  honoratissimi  Georgii  Downing!,  campo 
ezidoratoris  generalissimi,  &c.  et  vere  nobilissimn  Francisce 
Howard!  equitis  aurati  el  acarorts  illustriesirai  Cuoli  Howardi  de 
Naworth  in  Com.  Cumbrsi,  &c.  This  marriage  probably  extend- 
ed his  influence  very  much.  His  son.  Sir  George,  married  Catha- 
rine, eldest  daughter  of  James,  Earl  of  Salisbury.  Their  son,  Sir 
Geoi^  grandeon  of  the  youth  mentioned  in  our  text,  was  ia  three 
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ditfereat  puliuneats,  1710,  1713,  and  1727,  and  dying  in  1747 
without  issue,  left  the  moat  splendid  peipetuatian  of  hia  nune,  by  a 
beqoeat  foi  the  foundatioo  of  a  college  at  Cambridge,  incorporated 
in  1800,  by  the  name  of  Downing  College,  on  a  more  iitteral 
foundation  than  any  other  at  that  renonned  univerBity.  See  Dyer't 
History  of  the  Vniotrsils  of  Ccaabridge,  Vol.  (I.  440-447.  'J'ho 
amouat  of  the  bequest  is  now  v&lued  at  more  than  150,000  pounds. 
Oar  QoTcrnor  Bradstreet  married  a  sister  of  Downing,  and  kept 
np  a  correspondence  with  him.  But  in  our  country,  which  har- 
boured and  favored  three  of  the  regicides  so  many  yeara,  he,  who 
betrayed,  or  at  least  seized  in  a  foreign  land,  three  others,  with 
one  of  whom  he  had  served,  could  hardly  expect  greater  favour  than 
■nch  conduct  deserves. —  [Wiiahrop'a  Joumat,by  Mr.  Sexagt,  II. 
pp.  240-243,  note.] 

3.  John  Bttlkley.  He  was  sou  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Bulkley,  D.  D., 
the  first  minister  of  Concord,  Massachusetts,  who  was  of  a  very 
reputable  family,  and  had  been  much  esteemed  for  his  learning 
and  piety  in  England.  After  having  taken  his  degree  at  Harvard 
College  he  went  to  England,  and  was  a  settled  minister  at  Ford- 
ham,  in  Essex ;  from  whence  he  was  ejected  in  1662,  retired  to 
Wapping,  in  London,  and  practised  physic  with  success.— 
[Hutchinson's  Hist.  I.  p.  111. ;  Farmer's  Hist.  ColL  U.  p.  184, 
and  Otntatogical  Rtgisttr,  art  Bulktty ;  ShattucVs  History  of 
Concord.'] 

4.  WUiam  Hubbard.  In  the  book  of  "  Wonder-working  Provi- 
dences," mentioQ  is  made  of  Williaia  Hubbard,  one  of  the  repre* 
sentatives  in  the  General  Court,  from  the  town  of  Ipswich.  It  is  said, 
he  was  among  the  most  able  speakers  in  the  assembly  1637.  One 
gentleman  from  Salem  was  allowed  to  be  more  fluent,  but  none  more 
solid  and  argumentative.  This  gentleman  is  supposed  to  have  been 
father  to  the  subject  of  this  article,  who  was  teacher  of  the  church 
in  Ipswich  till  his  death.  The  year  of  his  ordination  I  have  never 
been  able  to  obtain  ;  the  records  of  the  church  of  Ipswich  not 
being  preserved.  His  gravestone  is  not  to  be  found,  and  none  of 
the  present  generation  can  recollect  much  about  him.  The  oldest 
men  in  the  town,  who  teli  of  those  former  divines  that  were  con- 
temporary, such  as  Rogers,  Norton,  Cobbet,  &c.,  whose  manner 
of  preaching  they  have  heard  their  fathers  describe,  have  no  im- 
pressions made  upon  their  minds  of  the  character  of  Mr.  Hubbard, 
who  certainly  was  far  many  years  the  moat  emineot  minister  in  the 
county  of  Essex ;  equal  to  any  in  the  province  lor  learning  and 
candoar,  and  superior  to  all  his  contemporaries  as  a  writer.     Per- 
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hap§  he  was  not  so  femnt  a  preacher  u  some.  He  might  want  a 
toice  and  manner,  or  that  animation  id  the  pulpit  which  some 
preachers  have,  and  which  will  bo  more  talked  of,  than  the  still 
sound  of  wisdom.  Or  perhapa  he  lived  too  loug  for  his  reputation. 
When  a  man's  life  in  cut  short  in  the  midst  of  his  days  and  useful- 
ness, the  excellencies  of  his  name  and  character  are  the  subjects 
of  remark  fur  many  generations.  If  another  coniiaues  to  old  age, 
and  mental  trnbecilitiea  succeed  the  more  vigorous  intellect,  he  is 
remembered  only  in  the  last  stage  of  life,  and  he  drops  into  the 
grave  without  emotioDB  of  sorrow.  Mis  name  is  seldom  mentioned 
in  the  neighbourhood  where  he  dwelt;  but  those  at  a  distance, 
who  have  heard  of  his  fame  when  he  appeared  upon  the  stage  with 
engaging  virtue,  or  read  his  works  with  delight,  wish  to  know  what 
were  the  more  minute  parts  of  his  character. 

Whether  ihe^  observationa  appl;  geuerallf  or  not,  they  certainly 
apply  to  tlie  subject  of  this  memoir.  He  has  been  quoted  by  all 
who  give  accounts  of  New-En^land,  but  few,  very  few  notices  of 
him  are  in  the  records  of  the  town,  where  he  spent  his  days  • 

In  the  year  1676  Mr.  Hubbard  preached  the  election  sermon, 
which  ia  among  the  very  good  ones  published  during  that  century. 
He  was  one  of  the  seventeen  ministers  who  bore  testimony  against 
the  old  church  in  Boston,  when  thej  settled  Mr.  Davenport  i  also, 
when  the  General  Assembly  approved  of  the  act  of  the  First 
Church,  and  censured  the  proceedings  of  the  Third  Church,  com- 
monly called  the  Old  South.  The  division  excited  upon  this  occa- 
sion interested  the  passions  of  the  people  at  large,  so  a&  to  give  a 
new  complexion  to  publick  alfairs.  Most  of  the  deputies,  who  bad 
so  severely  censured  the  brethren  who  built  ihe  Old  South  church, 
Jor  iheir  spirit  of  innovation,  and  leaving  the  good  old  path  of  thtir 
fathrrs,  were  left  out,  and  new  members  chosen.  The  town  of 
Ipswich  took  an  active  part  in  this  matter  ;  and  Mr.  Hubbard's 
influeace  had  considerable  effect  upon  their  proceedings. 

In  iGSi,  Mr.  Hubbard  is  brought  to  view  as  the  historian  of 
Massachusetts.  He  received  some  reward  from  the  public  for  his 
useful  work.  The  following  vote  ia  copied  from  the  records  of  the 
General  Court,  October  II. 

"  Whereas  it  hath  been  thought  necessary  and  a  d  uty  incumbent 
upon  us,  to  take  due  notice  of  all  occurrences  and  passages  of 
God's  providence  towards  the  people  of  this  jurisdiction,  since  their 

*  See  Ur.  Frisbie'a  Letters,  Hist  Coll.  X.  p.  35. 
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first  arrirsl  in  these  parta,  which  maf  reimin  lo  postarity,  and  tbit 
thn  Rev.  Hr.  Willi&m  Hubbard  hath  taken  paini  to  compils  & 
hinory  of  thii  natnre,  which  the  court  doth  with  thankftiiiMaB 
acknowledge,  uid  as  a  manirestation  thereof,  do  hereby  order  the 
treasarer  to  pay  uolo'faim  the  snin  of  fillj  pounda  id  moaey,  be 
transcribing  it  fairly  into  a  book,  that  it  may  be  the  more  ouilj 
perused,  in  order  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  court." 

In  1684  Mr.  Hubbard  presided  at  the  commence  ment.  This 
was  after  the  death  of  President  Rt^ra.  But  though  Dr.  Incnue 
Mather  waa  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  senatus  academicua  saw  6t 
to  Bend  for  a  miaister  frwn  (he  county  of  Easei ;  ao  lespeciaUe 
was  his  character  among  the  literary  men  of  hie  profeasion. 

The  publications  of  Mr.,  Hubbard  were  not  very  numerons. 
They  consist  of  several  volumes  in  duodecimo ;  of  which  are  a 
narrative  of  the  Indian  wars ;  Memoirs  of  Major  General  Dennison, 
&c.  But  his  chief  itlention  was  paid  to  his  MS.  history,  which 
was  composed  upon  the  plan  of  Wintbrop's  journal.  For  some 
reason  or  other,  neither  of  these  MMS.  were  permitted  to  be  seen 
by  the  public,  till  lately  the  journal  has  been  printed.  In  all  his 
histories  Mr.  Hubbard  appears  a  steady  friend  to  the  constitution 
of  the  churches.  He  expressed  indignant  feelings  at  the  erection 
of  the  church  in  Brattle  Street,  upon  a  more  liberal  plan  than  oar 
fathers  were  willing  to  adopt. 

There  is  nothing  of  ibis  said  in  his  MMS.  history,  which  only 
«0Diea  down  to  1660,  bat  he  speaks  pointedly  in  his  private  letters 
to  several  gentlemen,  and  in  the  last  thing  he  published,  his  Dying 
testicnony  to  the  order  of  the  Churches,  which  he  wrote  jointly 
with  Mr.  HiggiDSon  of  Salem.  —  (Eliot' t  Biographical  DieUanary, 
art.  Habinard. 

1  have  taken  so  many  facts  and  remarks,  in  my  first  rolume, 
from  a  manuscript  history  of  Mr.  William  Hubbard,  one  of  the 
ministere  of  Ipswich,  that  I  may  not  omit  taking  notice  of  his 
death,  September  14,  1704,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years  ;  and 
giving  hitn  the  character  he  deserved,  of  a  man  of  learning,  of  a 
candid  and  benevolent  mind,  accompanied,  as  it  genernliy  is,  with 
a  good  degree  of  Catholicism  ;  which,  I  think,  was  not  accAonted 
the  most  valuable  part  of  his  character  in  the  age  in  which  he 
lived.  —  \^Hatchinson^s  History,  11.  p.  136,  note.] 

He  was  born  in  1621,  and  settled  about  1657,  as  colleague  ynA 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Cobbett,  at  Ipswich.  He  was  a  man  of  learning, 
and  of  a  candid,  benevolent  mind,    John  DudIod,  in  hia  ioomal 
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ia  MamuhxaMtM,  ipMks  of  lam  u  "looined  wHIioat  ostentkrion,'* 
tmi  u"a  BiEui  of  nogol&r  modesty;  of  striel  morals,"  tmi  as 
InviDg  done  "  as  miiek  for  the  convcraion  of  the  Indians  as  moot 
men  in  New  Engbad."  Hii  History  of  Mew  England  la;  in 
mRnimcript  till  1815,  when  it  was  published  by  the  HaBsacKusetts 
Historical  Sociity,  and  constitutea  two^  volumea  of  their  CoBeo- 
tioas."~[FanHer'i  Hist.  Gtli  II.  p.  183]  [Habbard's  Nev 
England,  though  once  considered  highly  impoitaut  as  an  oiiginal, 
independent  authority  in  our  (xJonial  history,  has  lost  its  foriaar ' 
value  since  the  discovery  first  aiiaounGcd  by  our  very  learns^ 
historiographer,  Mr.  Savage,  that  it  is  in  substance  a  copy  of  Whh 
.  throp's  History  of  New  England.  See  faia  yaluable  and  interesting 
note  to  Winthrop's  work,  /ol.  I.  pp.  296,  &c  and  his  Preface  to 
the  same  relume.     EniT.] 

5.  SaiMutl  Belliaghcan.  He  recehed  the  degree  of  Doctoi  of 
Physic  at  Leyden.  He  appears  to  hare  been  living  when  the  Cattr 
bgiie  of  Graduates  in  Mather's  Magnolia  was  made,  or  ibonl 
1697  ;  and  survived  all  his  classmates,  except  the  Rer.  Mr.  Hub> 
bard.  He  vras  of  Kowlcy.  —  [Hutehittsou's  Hist.  I.  p.  113,  nat«; 
Fanker'i  Hist.  CoUecttons,  II.  p.  185;  and  Gmeij«gieal  Rtg- 
isttr,  art.  BtUing-kam.'] 

6.  John  Wilsim,  He  was  son  of  the  first  minister  of  Bosbm 
(of  the  same  name),  and  was  born  in  England,  in  July,  1631 ;  was 
ordained  as  colle ague,  with  the  Rev.  Richard  Mather  at  Dorchester, 
and  after  two  years  was  settled  in  Medfield,  where  he  was  pastor 
forty  years,  and  died,  August  23,  lOf'l,  aged  70.  Dr  Mather 
says,  that  when  "  he  was  a  child  he  fell  upon  his  head  from  a  loft 
four  stories  high  into  the  street,  from  whence  be  was  taken  up  for 
dead,  and  bo  battered  and  bruised  and  bloody  with  his  fall,  that  it 
struck  horror  into  the  beholders."  After  he  graduated  he  settled 
at  Medlieid,  and,  says  Dr.  Mather,  '■  conlini^ed  unto  old  age  a 
faithful,  painful,  useful  minister  of  the  gospel."  —  IHutehinsm's 
Hist.  I.  p.  112,  note;  Farmer's  Histor.  CoU.  II.  p.  1S5 ;  and 
Gtnealogical  Register,  art.  Wihon.'\ 

7.  Henry  Saltonstall.  He  is  supposed  by  Governor  Hutchin- 
son to  have  been  a  grandson  of  Sir  Richard  Salionstall ;  he  was  a 
doctor  of  physic,  and  a  fellow  of  New  College,  Oxford.  —  [Hitiek. 
Hisl.l.p.  112,  note.] — Like  several  of  the  early  graduates,  Ac 
Ktni  home  after  leaving  college,  atid  received  a  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine  from  Padua,  and  also  from  Oxford.  —  [Sketch  of  Ha- 
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verAiiZ,  Massachusetti,  by  a  descendant  of  the  fHmilf,  the  Boo. 
Leverett  Saltonsull,  of  Salem  ;  published  in  the  Mass.  Hist.  Ct^ 
IV>  p.  159,  Second  Series.] — Our  accurate  American  antiqua- 
rian, Mr.  Fnriner,  in  hia  last  work  states  Henry  Saltonstall  to  have 
been  a  sm  of  Sir  Richard ;  and  adds,  that  his  degree  at  Padua 
was  coaterred  in  October,  1649,  and  at  Oxford  on  the  24th  of 
June,  1652.  —  [Farmer's  Genealog.  Reg.  art,  SaUtmslaa.] 

B.  Tehias  Barnard.  Nothing  is  said  of  him  by  Hutchinson ; 
and  all  the  information  which  has  heen  collected  respecting  him 
bj  the  very  careful  inquirer  last  mentioned,  is,  that  he  went  Awn 
this  country  to  England.  —  [Ibid,  art.  Barnard.] 

9.  Nathaniel  Brewster.  Hutchinson  saya,  he  was  a  settled 
minister  in  Norfolk,  and  of  good  report.  —  [Hist.  Mass.  I.  p.  113, 
note.]  — It  appears  by  the  Cambridge  Catalogue,  that  he  received 
IVom  Dublin  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Divinity  ;  and  Mr.  Farmer 
states,  on  the  authority  of  the  Hon.  Silas  Wood,  that  he  returned 
to  America,  settled  in  1656,  at  Brookhaven,  Long  Island,  and  died 
in  1690.  —  [Genealogical  Register,  art,  Bretcster.}  —  Mr.  Wood, 
in  the  new  edition  of  his  history  of  Long  Island,  states  Mr.  Brew- 
ster's settlement  to  have  been  in  IGGS.— [Sketch  of  the  Fint  Set- 
tkmmt  of  the  Several  Toums  on  Lortg  Island.  By  Silas  Wood. 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  1838;  p.  33.] 
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No.  XIV.     (p.  10.) 

Tbk  College  M  Camt^idge  (says  Hulcbinaon,  I.  p.  171,)  became 
more  and  more  an  object  of  atteDtion,  and  in  the  year  1650  was 
made  a  body  corporate  by  Act  of  the  Genera]  Couil,  and  received 
a  charter  under  the  seal  of  the  Colony. 

Under  this  Charier  the  College  was  governed  until  the  year 
1885,  when  the  Colony  Charter  was  vacated,  saving  (hat  in  1673, 
by  an  order  of  the  General  Court,  some  addition  was  made  to  the 
number  of  the  Corporation.  Mr.  Dudley  (who  was  a  son  of  the 
College)  when  be  received  a  commission  for  President  of  the 
Colony  altered  the  title  of  the  President  of  the  Cdlege  for  that  of 
Rector,  but  no  attempts  were  made  to  take  away  the  estate  or 
atock  of  the  College  or  to  impose  officers  disagreeable  to  the 
country  in  general,  but  the  j^vernment  contioned,  in  name  at 
least,  under  the  former  Corporation,  who  were  Increase  Mather, 
Rector,  John  Sherman,  Nehemiah  Hubbard,  John  Cotton,  John 
Leverett,  and  William  Brattle  as  Fellows  (the  last  two  were  Tutors 
also)  and  John  Richards,  Treasurer.  When  Mr.  Mather,  the 
Rector,  went  to  England  in  1688,  in  his  minutes  of  an  intended 
petition  to  the  King,  he  says,  "  that  when  the  civil  government  was 
changed,  the  College  was  under  the  inspection  of  these  persons, 
and  he  supposed  it  continued  so,  except  that  Mr.  Sherman  was 
dead,  in  whose  room  he  prayed  Mr.  Samuel  Sewall  might  be 
appointed,  and  that  the  King  would  confirm  the  government  in 
tbeir  hands;  but  although  these  were  in  name  the  Governors,  they 
were  not  always  so  in  fact."  I  find  the  following  original  order, 
dated  December  the  9th,  16S6. 

"  Wbsreas  the  monies  and  other  estate  belonging  to  Harvard 
College  in  Cambridge,  has  been  by  us  committed  to  the  care  and 
management  of  John  Richards,  Esq.  for  the  benefit  of  the  said 
College,  it  is  ordered,  that  the  produce  thereof  shall  for  this  year, 
1686,  be  disposed  of  as  followeth. 

"  lat.  There  aball  bo  allowed  to  the  present  Rectot  of  the  Cd-   i 
lege,  as  some  acknowledgment  of  the  services  which  be  baa  done 
for  that  Society,  the  remainder  of  the  income  not  di^x>sed  under-   I 
neath.  ' 

"2d.  The  present  Tutors,  Mr.  John  Leverett  and  Mr.  William 
Brattle,  shall  for  this  year,  beginning  the  last  Commencflmenti  be 
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allowed  each  of  them  :f40  beside  what  sh&ll  be  dae  to  them  from 
their  Beveral  pupils. 

"  3d.  The  scholars  of  the  house  (for  this  year)  shall  be  Sir  Qibfas, 
Rogers,  Hitchd,  and  Dudley,  who  shall  be  allowed  each  of  then 
at  least  £5.  Sir  Gibbs's  pension  to  be  paid  out  of  Mr.  Webb's 
legacy,  and  Rogers's  out  of  Capt.  Keyn's  legacy. 

"  4th.  Major  Richards  shall  be  allowed  for  his  care,  in  improv- 
ing the  College  stock,  after  the  proportion  of  .£1  for  ^£100. 
«  J.  Dudley, 
"  William  Sioughtoo." 
I  Tb«  President  ef  the  Gdony,  and  afterwards  the  Governor,  as- 
sumed the  wbote  aoUioriiy  when  they  thought  fiL  The  rights  of 
Magdalen  College  Oxford  invaded,  justly  might  alarm  the  whole 
■ation,  but  UarTard  College  was  too  inconsiderable,  had  the  pK^ 
ceedings  been  ercr  so  arbitrary  and  oppressive,  to  occasion  any 
great  notice.  Mr.  Mather,  the  Rector,  went  to  England  in  I68S. 
No  person  was  appaintecl  in  his  stead.  Sir  £.  Andros,  the  Gor- 
ernor,  wrote  to  Mr.  Samuel  Lee,  the  minister  of  Bristol  in  New- 
inyaaouth  colony,  to  desire  him  to  officiate  at  the  Commeocement ; 
but  aot  receivtng  an  answer  in  proper  season  (it  seems  the  letter 
was  delayed)  Mr.  William  Hubbard  was  appointed,  and  officiated 
aooordiagly.  In  1692,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Province  Charter, 
abbongh  by  a  clanse  in  the  Charter  with  a  ^>ecia]  view  to  tin 
Cotte^  it  was  provided,  that  no  grants,  &c.  to  any  towns,  col- 
legss,  schools  of  learning,  Slu.  should  be  prejudiced  through  defect 
of  tbrai,  &c.  bat  sboald  remain  in  force  as  at  the  time  of  vacating 
the  Ceiony  Cbarter;  yet  the  President,  and  many  others  witfa  him, 
wre  deeirous  of  a  new  Charter,  with  additional  powers  and  privi- 
leges. An  Act,  of  the  General  Court,  passed  for  that  purpose  in 
1602,  incorporating  the  College  on  a  larger  foundation  than  the 
fmer  Charter.  Among  other  things,  the  College  was  enabled 
to  confer  such  degrees  as  are  conferred  by  the  Universitin  in 
Bnop*,  whereas  under  the  former  Charter  no  higher  degrees  bad 
been  giten  than  those  of  Bachelors  and  Masters  of  Arts.  This 
privilege  was  exercised  in  one  instance  only,  a  diploma  for  a 
doctorate,  ander  the  College  seal,  being  presented  to  Mr.  Hatber 
liie  Fresidoiit.  Before  ike  expiration  of  three  yean  the  Act  of 
Incoi^oratioa  was  disallowed.  Those  who  interested  themselves 
for  the  College  were  resolved  upon  further  attempts;  another  Pr». 
idnDia)^A«t,  passed  in  1^97,  with  some  variatioiN,  which  before 
il700  was  likewise  disapproved ;  for  at  a  sessitMi  of  the  Court,  thai 
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jvu,  %  vote  passed  the  Council  and  Hoiue  of  RepreseDtatives  ap- 
proving the  form  of  a  Charter  which  the;  were  wiiling  the  College 
riHMld  acoapt  from  the  King,  and  I  make  no  doubt  the  agents  were 
iostructcd  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  Charter  in  such  form.  By  this 
Charter,  the  Corporation  was  to  consist  of  a  President,  Vice-Presi- 
dent, and  fifleen  Fellows.  It  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  some 
to  hare  their  names  preserved.  Increase  Mather,  President,  Sam- 
uel WilJard,  Vice-President,  James  Allen,  Michael  Wiggleaworth, 
Samuel  Torrey,  Nchemiah  Hobart,  Peter  Thacher,  Samuel  An- 
gier,  John  Danforth,  Cotton  Mather,  Neheminh  Walter,  Henry 
Gibha.  John  While,  Jonathan  Pierpoint,  and  Benjamin  Wadsworth, 
together  with  the  two  senior  Tutors  resident  at  College,  were  the 
first  Corporation  named  in  the  Charier.  The  College  was  int- 
powered  to  hold  real  estate  to  the'amount  of  three  thousand  pounds 
per  anoum.  The  Governor  and  the  Council  were  made  the  visitors. 
This  application  proved  as  ineffectual  as  the  former.  The  true 
reason,  of  the  several  failures,  appears  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Blaith- 
waite  to  the  President,  dated  Ist  June  1704,  which  says,  "that 
the  only  obstruction  to  the  passing  the  Charter  was  Sir  Henry 
Ashurat'a  refusing  to  allow  of  a  clause  for  a  visitation  by  the  King 
or  hi»  Governor."  A  letter  from  Lord  Bellamont  to  Mr.  Stough- 
ton  upon  this  subject  deserves  notice. 

"New  York,  Qlst  May,  -gS. 
"  Sir,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  reverend  President  of  Harvard 
Coll^^,  by  Ur.  White,  Fellow  of  the  said  College,  together  with 
aoopy  of  an  Act, of  the  Assembly  for  incorporaiiog  the  College. 
And  1  am  of  opinion,  that  his  Majesty  will  not  give  his  royal  ap- 
probatim  to  that  act  as  it  stands  worded,  because  it  differs  very 
materially  from  the  terms  of  incorporation  proposed  by  their  excel- 
leocies  the  Lords  Justices  of  England,  viz.  that  the  King  and  his 
Ooveroors  should  be  the  visitors,  whereas  the  Act  of  Assembly 
vesta  the  power  of  visitation  of  that  College  as  well  in  the  Council 
as  Oovernor,  which  his  Majesty  may  probably  think  derogatory  to 
bii  prerogative.  And  I  am  apprehensive  also,  that  those  noble 
Lords  who,, under  the  title  of  Lords  Justices  of  England,  lately 
exercised  the  royal  authority,  will  confirm  his  Majesty  that  it  will 
be  a  diminution  to  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  to  make  the 
Coancil  coordinate  in  the  power  of  visitation  with  the  King's  Gov- 

•roor. For  my  own  part  I  have  a  very  great  respect  for  the 

King's  prerogative,  but  I  could  wish  a  way  were  found  to  secure 
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tbe  BtatltteB  or  priTilegea  of  Harvard  Coll^  agunst  the  capricious 
bamour  of  future  Governors,  who,  out  of  prejudice  to  tbe  way  of 
worship  used  there,  or  for  some  sinister  eods,  maj  be  vexatious  to 
the  College.  There  is  great  difTereace  between  the  exercise  of  the 
prerogatire  in  England  and  in  these  remote  parts  of  bis  Majesty's 
dominions.  There,  the  subject,  whenever  that  exercise  is  abused, 
baa  the  King,  the  fountain  of  justice,  near  at  hand  to  recur  to  for 
redress.  In  these  Provinces,  Governors,  I  fear  by  what  I  bava 
discovered  since  my  being  in  America,  are  made  bold  and  pre- 
sumptuous in  breaking  the  laws  and  governing  arbitrarily,  out  of 
conceit  that  ibeir  being  so  far  from  under  the  eye  of  the  goveni- 
ment  of  England  will  be  a  sure-cause  of  impunity  to  them.  There- 
fore upon  the  whole  matter,  I  must  in  judgment  and  conscience 
declare  for  a  qualification  of  tbe  power  of  a  Governor  in  the  case 
of  the  visitation  of  Harvard  College,  but  what  that  qualificatioD 
should  be,  I  must  leave  to  his  Majesty's  wisdom  and  goodness  to 
determioe. 

"  Sir,  your  most  humblo  servantt 
"  Bellamont." 
To  the  Honourable 

Wm.  SlougbtoD,  Esq.  &,c. 

During  these  attempts,  until  advice  of  tbe  respective  Acts  being 
disallowed,  the  College  was  governed  conformable  to  them.  While 
DO  Acts  were  in  force,  temporary  orders  passed  the  General  Coort 
from  time  to  time,  impowering  such  persons  to  act  as  a  Corpora- 
tioD  as  were  therein  named.  But  in  1707,  all  prospect  of  a  new 
fbundatioD  being  gone,  it  was  thought  proper  to  resort  to  tbe  old, 
and  the  Charter  of  1650  hath  been  conformed  to  ever  since.  The 
several  beads  of  the  College,  from  its  first  establishment  to  this 
day,  have  been  as  follows.  Mr.  Eaton,  appointed  in  1638,  coit- 
tinucd  until  1640,  when  Mr.  Henry  Dunster  was  appointed,  who 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Charles  Chauncy  in  1654,  who  continued 
until  1671.  Doctor  Leonard  Hoar  succeeded  Mr.  Chauncy. 
Douglass  says,  Mr.  Hoar  was  a  doctor  of  physick  from  Cambridge 
in  Old  England.  He  was  educated  at  Cambridge  in  New  England, 
and  took  his  Bachelor's  degree  in  1650,  went  over  to  England  in 
November  1653,  was  made  a  Doctor  at  Cambridge,  and  relumed 
not  long  before  he  was  elected  July  30,  1672.  The  students  were 
too  much  indulged  in  their  prejudices  against  him,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  resign  March  15, 1674-5.    His  wife  was  daughter  to 
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Lord  Uale.  Hr.  Urian  Oakes,  minister  of  Cambridge,  wu  his 
successor,  and  continued  from  April  7,  1675,  until  his  death  in 
I6SI.  Mr.  Mather  waa  chosen  by  the  Corporation  and  confirmed 
bj  the  Overseers,  and  moderated  at  the  masters'  disputatioDs,  and 
conferred  the  degrees  at  the  Commencement  in  1681 ;  but  his 
church  in  Boston  being  unwilling  to  pnrt  with  him,  on  April  20th, 
1682,  Mr.  John  Rogers  was  chosen  and  coiilirmed,  but  died  in 
1684,  being  suddenly  seized  the  morning  of  Commeocenient,  July 
1st,  and  dying  the  next  day,  Mr.  William  Hubbard  of  Ipswich 
moderated  at  the  publick  exercises.  Mr.  Mather  succeeded  Mr. 
Rogers,  and  continued  at  the  head  of  the  College  until  September 
6,  1701.  Mr.  Samuel  Willard,  by  order  of  Court,  officiated  sev- 
erel  years  as  Vice-President,  no  President  being  appointed  instead 
of  Mr.  Mather,  until  Mr.  John  Leverett  was  by  the  GoTernor,  : 
the  head  of  the  Overseers,  declared  Presidenl,  January  1 
SDd  the  College  waa  put  under  his  care  "  agreeable  to  the  i 
of  the  Fellows  of  the  house,  approbation  of  the  Overseers,  and  I 
votes  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  iu  their  last  preceding  seasior). 
The  Goreroor  directing  him  to  govern  that  hoase  and  the  scholars  I 
there  with  duty  and  allegiance  to  our  sovereign  lady  the  Queen  I 
and  obedience  to  her  Majesty's  laws."  Mr.  Leverett  continued  in  I 
the  presidentship  until  his  death  in  1724.  Mr.  Benjamin  Wads- 
worth,  a  minister  of  one  of  the  churches  in  Boston,  succeeded  bim. 
He  died  in  1737,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Holyoke,  who  con- 
tinues iu  the  presidentship  at  this  time.  —  [Hutekinson's  Hist.  L 
K).  171-175,  note.] 
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No.  XV.    (p.  10.) 

The  Constitution  of  Harvard  College :  — 

1.  The  Cobni&l  Act  of  1642.  Vide  ante,  page  9th  of  tbu 
Appendix. 

3.  The  Charter  of  1650.  Vide  ante,  page  llth,  of  this  Ap- 
pendix. 

3.  Appendix  to  the  Charter  of  1650.  Vide  ante,  pa^  14Ui  of 
thia  Appendix. 


4.  The  artieUs  of  tht  Constitution  of  the  CommomoeaUA  of 
JUasiackuselts,  confirming  and  securing  to  Harvard  Collegt, 
the  perpetual  possession,  and  enjoyment  of  all  its  estates, 
rights,  powers,  and  privileges.     [A.  D.  1780.] 

CHAPTER  V. 


The   University. 

ji      Article  1.     Wherexs  our  wise  and  pious  ancestors,  so  earlj  as 
'  \  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-eii,  laid  the  foonda- 
j'    tioii  of  HuTard  College,  in  which  University,  many  persons  of 
/  '  great  eminence  have,  by  the  blessing  of  Gon,  been  initiated  into 
i  '■  tboee  arts  and  scieaces,  whicli  qualified  them  for  public  employ- 
ments, both  in  Church  and  State ;  and  whereas  the  encouragement 
'     of  arts  and  sciences,  and  all  good  literature,  tends  to  the  honor  of 
God,  the  advantage  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  the  great  benefit 
'  <    of  this,  and  the  other  United  States  of  America  —  It  is  declared, 
that  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College  in  their  cor- 
porate capacity,  and  their  successors  in  that  capacity,  their  officen 
and  Berrants,   shall   have,  hold,  use,  exercise  and  enjoy,  all  the 
powers,    authorities,    rights,    liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and 
franchises,  which  they  now  have,  or  are  entitled  to  have,  hold,  use, 
exercise  and  enjoy :     And  the  same  are  hereby  ratified  uid  con- 
firmed unto  them,  the  said  President  and    Fellows  of  Harrard 
College,  and  to  their  snccessors,  and  lo  their  officers  and  servants, 
respectively,  fijr  ever. 
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Article  %  And  whereas  there  hftve  been,  ftt  anndr;  timM,  bjF 
divers  persona,  gifts,  grants,  devises  of  houses,  lands,  tenements, 
goods,  chattels,  legacies,  and  conveyances,  heretofore  made,  either 
to  Harvard  College  in  Cambridge  in  New  England,  or  to  the 
President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College,  or  to  the  said  College 
b;  some  other  description,  auder  several  Charters  successively  :  It 
is  declared,  that  all  the  said  gilU,  grants,  devises,  legacies  aod 
conveyances,  are  hereby  for  ever  confirmed  unto  the  President  and 
FcllowB  of  Harvard  College,  and  to  their  successors  in  the  capacity 
aforesaid,  according  to  the  trne  intent  and  meaning  of  the  donor, 
or  doDor9,  grantor  or  grantors,  devisor  or  devisors. 

Article  3.  And  whereas  by  an  Act  of  the  General  Court  of  tba 
Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  forty-two,  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  for  the 
time  being,  and  all  the  magistrates  of  that  jurisdiction  were,  with 
the  President,  and  a  number  of  the  clergy  in  the  said  Act  described, 
constituted  the  Overseers  of  Harvard  College:  And  it  being  ne- 
cessary, in  this  new  constitution  of  government,  to  ascertain  who 
shall  be  deemed  successors  to  the  said  Governor,  Deputy  Govemof 
md  magistrates;  It  is  declared,  that  the  Ooveruor,  Ltentenant 
Gorernor,  Council,  and  Senate  of  this  Commonweakh  are,  and 
shall  be  deemed  their  successors;  who,  with  the  PresideM  of  Har- 
vard College,  for  the  time  being,  together  with  the  ministers  of 
the  CoDgregational  churches,  in  the  towns  of  Cambridge,  Water- 
town,  Cbarlestown,  Boston,  Roxbury  and  Dorchester,  meott'oiMd 
in  the  said  Act,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  vested,  with  all  the  pow* 
era  and  authority  belonging,  or  in  any  way  appertaining  to  the 
Overseers  of  Harvard  College.  Provided,  that  nothing  herein 
shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  Legialature  of  (his  CommoB* 
wealth  from  making  such  alterations  in  the  government  of  the  said 
University,  as  shall  be  conducive  to  its  advantage,  aad  the  iater' 
est  of  the  republic  of  letters,  in  as  full  a  manner,  as  m^ht  have 
been  done  by  the  Legislatoie  of  the  late  Pronoce  of  MusachasetU 
Bay. 


5.  T&e  Statute  of  the  CommonteeaM,  anno  1809,  eh.  113,  en- 
titled  an  "  Act  to  alter  and  amend  the  Constitidum  of  the 
Board  of  Overseers  of  Harvard  Colltge.'" 

Whereas  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  Harvard 
College,  as  heretofore  constituted,  cannot  conveniently  nor  con- 
10  t 
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at&ntl;  attend  to  the  diligent  discharge  of  the  duties  enjoined 

StcHon  1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Honse  tX 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  bj  the  Buthoritjr 
of  the  same.  That  the  Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  Connsd- 
\an,  President  of  the  Senate,  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentatives'  of  the  Common  wealth,  and  the  President  of  Harrard 
College  for  the  time  being,  with  fifteen  tniniGtera  of  Congregational 
charches,  and  fifteen  laymen,  all  inhabitants  within  the  state,  to 
be  elected  as  ia  herein  after  mentioned,  shall  forever  hereafter 
constitute  the  Bosrd  of  Overseers  of  Harvard  College ;  they,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  present  at  any  legal  meeting,  to  exercise 
and  enjoy  all  the  rights,  powers,  and  privileges,  and  to  be  subject 
to  all  the  duties  of  the  exiating  Board  of  Overseers  of  Harvard  CoI< 
lege  :  Provided  however,  that  all  the  ministers  of  Congregational 
churches  who  are  members  of  that  Board  ahall  remain  members  of 
the  Board  of  Overseers  established  by  this  Act,  so  long  as  they  shall 
continue  ministera  respectively  of  their  Congregational  churchesi 
and  no  longer. 

Seetiw  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be,  after  this  Act  shall  be  in  force,  the  present  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Overseers,  or,  if  that  office  be  vacant,  the  President,  or  a 
major  part  of  the  Fellows  of  Harvard  College,  shall  call  a  meeting 
of  the  Overseers  of  Harvard  College,  to  bo  holden  at  some  suitable 
time  and  place,  for  electing  fifteen  laymen,  inhabitants  of  the 
State,  to  be  members  of  the  Board  of  Overseers ;  the  said  meeting 
to  be  notified  by  publishing  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the 
same,  in  each  of  the  public  newspapers  printed  in  Boston,  ten  days 
at  the  least  before  the  time  of  holding  the  same ;  and  the  said 
elections  to  be  made  by  ballot,  by  the  major  part  of  the  Overseers 
present :  And  all  persons  who  then,  if  this  Act  had  not  been  in 
force,  would  have  been  members  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of 
Harvard  College,  shall  have  right  to  meet  and  vote  in  the  said 
elect!  bns. 

Section  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Board  of  Overseers, 
as  constituted  by  this  Act,  may,  at  any  legal  meeting,  choose  by  a 
majority  of  votes,  a  Secretary,  when  that  office  shall  be  vacant, 
who  shall  be  under  oath  truly  lo  record  all  the  votes  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  Board,  and  faithfully  to  discharge  all  the  duties  of  bb 
office ;  and  the  said  Board  may,  at  any  legal  meeting,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  votes,  determine  fnun  time  to  time,  when  and  ia  what 
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manner  its  meetiagi  aball  be  held,  called  and  aotified ;  and  at  any 
legal  meeting  of  the  saJd  Board,  tbe  Gorernor,  if  present,  shall 
preside ;  if  not,  the  Lieutenant  GoverDor,  if  present,  shal]  preside  ; 
in  their  absence,  the  oldest  member  of  the  Council  present  shall 
preside  ;  if  they  al»>  be  absent,  the  President  of  the  Senate  shall 
preside,  if  present ;  but  in  his  absence  also,  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  RepreaentatiTes  shall  preside;  and  if  neither  of  them  be 
present,  the  greater  part  of  the  Overseers  present  at  such  meeting 
shall  choose  a  Freaident  pro  tempore,  and  until  one  of  the  officers 
aforesaid  shall  be  present:  Provided  oerertheless,  that  the  Secr^ 
tarj  o!  the  Overseers  shall  have  power  to  call  a  meeting  of  the 
said  Board,  at  such  times  as  he  shall  be  thereto  requested  b;  the 
President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College,  such  meeting  to  be 
notified  as  the  said  Board  shall  direct. 

Section  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  anj  minister  of 
anv  Congregational  church,  being  a  member  of  the  said  Board, 
shall  cease  to  have  the  ministerial  relation  he  now  has,  or  may 
have  had  at  the  time  of  his  election ;  or  when  any  member  of  the 
elective  part  of  the  said  Board,  shall  remove  out  of  the  State,  the 
]riace  of  ancb  minister  or  member  shall  thereupon  become  vacant. 
And  the  said  Board  may  at  any  legal  meeting,  by  a  vote  of  the 
greater  number  present,  remove  from  his  place  any  member  of  the 
elective  part  of  the  said  Board,  who  shall  neglect  to  attend  the 
meetings  thereof,  without  reasonable  excuse,  when  duly  notified, 
er  who  by  his  immoral  conduct  shall  have  rendered  himself  un- 
worthy of  holding  his  place ;  but  before  any  vote  shall  pass  to 
remove  any  member,  he  shall  have  reasonable  nodce,  and  a  fit 
opportunity  to  be  lieard  in  his  defence. 

Sr.Uioa  5.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  establishing  a  per- 
petual succession  in  the  elective  part  of  the  said  Board,  whenever 
a  vacancy  shall  happen  therein,  by  death,  resignation,  or  other- 
wise, the  Overseers  may,  at  a  legal  meeting,  by  a  majority  of  the 
Totes  present,  fill  up  such  vacancy,  by  electing  therefor  some  sulta- 
able  person,  who  shall  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  State,  Provided 
however,  that  no  minister  of  any  Congregational  church  shall  be 
so  elected,  when  there  are  fifleen  ministers  of  Congregational 
churches,  members  of  the  elective  pari  of  the  said  Board ;  nor 
ahall  any  layman  be  so  elected,  when  there  are  fifteen  laymen 
members  of  the  elective  part  of  the  said  Board ;  but  in  all  cases, 
when  there  are  fifteen  ministers  and  fifleen  laymen  members  of 
the  elective  part  of  tbe  said  Board,  there  shall  not  be  deemed  to 
be  any  vacancy  therein. 
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Section  6.    Be  it  farther  enacted.  That  this  Act  Bhall  be  in 

force  when  the  Overaeers  of  Harvard  College,  as  heretofore  conati- 

tuted,  and  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College  shall 

agree  to  accept  the  provisions  in  this  Act  contained. 

In  the  House  of  Repretentatives,  March  5,  1810, 

This  bill,  having  had  three  several  readings,  passed  to  be  en- 

'  TIMOTHY  BIGELOW,  Speaker. 

In  Senate,  March  6,  1810, 

This  bill,  having  had  two  several  readings,  passed  to  he  «i- 
aoted, 

H.  G.  OTIS,  I^aidaU. 
March  6, 1810, 
Approved,  C.  OGRE. 

At  a  meting  of  the  President  and  FeJlotos  of  Harvard  CoUege 
in  Boston,  March  16,  1810, 

The  President,  having  laid  before  the  President  and  Fellowa 
of  Harvard  College  an  exemplification,  andet  the  great  seal  of  the 
Commonwealth,  of  a  certain  Act  passed  hj  the  General  Court  tit 
the  last  session  thereof,  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
Oonalitution  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  Harvard  College,"  in 
the  sixth  seotioa  of  which  act,  il  is  enacted  aa  follows :  "  This  Act 
shall  he  in  force  when  the  Overseers  of  Harvard  College,  aa  here- 
tofore constituted,  and  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  Cot 
l^e  shall  agree  to  accept  the  provisions  in  thift  Act  contained  ; " 
and  the  said  Act  having  been  read,  and  the  provisions  therein  dniy 
considered,  it  is  ananimoualj  voted. 

That  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College  do  agree 
to  accept  the  provisions  in  the  said  Act  contained ;  and  it  is  fur- 
ther voted. 

That  the  President  he  requested  to  lay  the  aforesaid  vote  before 
the  Honouiabla  and  Reverend  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  Harvard 
Cc^lege. 

Attest,        SAMUEL  WEBBER,  PraiAnt. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Overseers  of  Harvard  College,  April  12, 
1810,  the  proceedings  of  the  Corporation  and  Act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture  above  stated  being  laid  before  the  Bdard,  the  Board  voted  to 
accept  the  provisions  in  said  Act  contained. 

JOHN  LATHROP,  Seerttan/. 
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6.  It  will  bo  obserred,  that  the  Act  of  1909,  chapter  113,  last 
cited,  was  aot  to  be  in  force  until  the  Corporation  and  Overseers 
should  "  agree  to  accept  "  the  provisions  of  it ;  which  was  accord- 
ingly  done,  aa  appears  by  the  votes  of  tboa^  two  bodies  imme- 
diately following  it.  But  on  the  Sthh  of  February,  JS12,  that  Act 
was  repealed  by  the  General  Court,  without  any  reservation  for  the 
coDseot  of  the  Overseers  and  Corporation.  The  repealing  Act  is 
as  fellows : 

An  Act  to  repeal  an  Atl,  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  Censlitution  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  Harvard  College" 
and  to  regulate  certain  meetings  of  that  Board. 

Section  I,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
senUtives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same.  That  an  Act  made  and  passed  the  seveuth  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  enti' 
tied,  "  An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  Board 
of  Overtieers  of  Harvard  College,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
pealed ;  and  the  Board  of  Overseers  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  Act  shall  be  constituted  in  the  same  way  and  manner,  and  be 
composed  of  the  same  persona,  and  no  others,  that  it  would  have 
been,  had  the  same  Act  never  been  made  or  passed. 

Section  2.     Be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  a  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  Harvard  College,  as  the  same  will  be  ) 
constituted  afler  the  passing  of  this  Act,  on  the  second  Wednesday  / 
of  the  first  session  of  the  General  Court,  annually,  in  the  Senate  I 
Chamber,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  unless  othewise  order-  I 
ed  by  the  said  B4>ar<l  of  Overseers,  if  the  General  Court  shall  re- 
main  BO  long  in  session;  and  at  such  other  times  and  places  as 
the  said  Board  shall  order ;  at  which  annual  meeting  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  said  Board,  at  the  first  meeting  thereof, 
to  lay  before  them  the  records  and  proceedings  of  the  Corporation 
of  Harvard  College,  and  of  the  said  Board  of  Overseers,  which 
hare  been  had  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  aforesaid,  which  is 
hereby  repealed,  and  in  like  manner  all  the  proceedings  which 
may  hare  been  had  by  said  Corporation  and  Board  of  Overseers 
shall  be  laid  before  them,  at  their  nest  succeeding  meeting,  to  be 
held  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  AcL 

This  important  measure,  while  in  progress,  was  the  subject  of 
much  discussion  ;  and  the  following  Historical  View  of  the  Con- 
BtituUon  of  the  Coliege,  was  published  by  rote  of  the  Corporation  ; 
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accompanied  with  the  able  memorial  addressed  to'  the  Oeaetai 

Court,  which  is  subjoined  to  it: 
/      Thb  fouDdation  of  Harvard  College  was  laid  by  the  General 
/  Court  of  the  Colony  of  Maasachusells  Bay  in  September,  1636; 
<    when  the  "  court  agreed  to  give  ^400  towards  a  school  or  college ; 

the  nei.t  couK  to  appoint  where  and  what  building."     In  the  year 

1637,  the  college  was  ordered  to  be  erected  at  Newtown,  and 

I  twelve  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  take  order  for  that  college. 
Id  May,  1638,  the  name  of  Newtown  was  changed  to  Cambridge ; 
and  in  March,  163S  -9,  it  was  ordered  that  the  college  to  be  built 
at  Cambridge  be  called  "  Harvard  College." 

In  August,  1640,  "  at  a  meeting  of  the  magistrates  and  elders 
at  Boston,  the  Rev.  Henry  Danster  was  by  them  invited  to  accept 
the  place  of  president  of  the  college,  which  he  accordingly  accept- 
ed, and  to  him,"  by  the  same  persons,  "  was  committed  the  care 
and  trust  of  finisihing  the  college  buildings  and  his  own  lodgings, 
and  the  custody  of  the  college  stock  and  such  donations  as  might 
be  added  to  the  increase  thereof; "  eo  that  in  fact  President  Dud- 
ater  executed  the  duties  of  a  treasurer  of  the  college,  which  duties 
the  year  before  had  been  assigned  by  the  General  Court  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Shepherd.  As  the  election  of  president  Dunster  was 
previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Board  of  Overseers,  the  ap- 
pointing him  to  that  office  and  to  the  discharge  of  thase  duties,  by 
the  magistrates  and  elders,  seems  to  have  been  without  any  legal 
authority. 

In  the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Overseers,  no  authority  was 

(given  to  them  to  appoint  a  treasurer  of  the  college ;  but  they  were 
empowered  to  "  dispose,  order,  and  manage  all  gilb,  legacies,  be- 
I  quests,  retenues,  lands,  and  donations,  which  had  been,  or  after- 
wards should  be  conferred,  bestowed,  or  any  way  should  fall  or 
come  to  the  said  college."  In  the  charter  of  the  Corporation,  or 
President  and  Fellows,  express  provision  is  made  for  a  treasurer  oT 
the  college.  But  by  this  Charter  no  Acts  of  the  Corporation  were 
valid  until  consented  to  by  the  Overseers.  The  inconveniences 
resulting  to  the  College  from  a  Corporation  with  powers  thus  limit- 
ed were  so  great,  that  the  President  and  Fellows  do  not  appear  to 
have  exercised  their  corporate  powers,  nor  the  Treasurer  to  have 
entered  on  his  office,  until  afler  the  Appendix  to  the  College  Char- 
ter granted  in  the  year  1637.  Previous  to  the  granting  of  this 
Appendix,  President  Dunster  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Overseers 
his  resignation,  which  was  addressed  to  the  General  Court  of  the 
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Cohnj  of  MasaachiuettB  Bty,  —  and  of  which  a  copj  is  here 

inseited. 

"  The  Prtsidmt's  Resignntion  exhibited  to  the  Oenerai  Court  held 

at  Boston,  June  10,  IfiM. 
"  To  the  worshipful  and  hoDored  Richard  Bellinohah,  E«q.  Gov- 
ernor of  the  HassachuBetts  Colony,  with  the  rest  of  the  honored 
Assistants  and  Deputies  in  General  Court  at  Buston  now  aa- 
eenihled. 

"  Worshipful  and  honored  Gentlemen 

and  faithful  Trustees  of  your  Cohmy, 

'*  Whereas  now  at  laat  I  underatattd  that  the  call  or  invitation 
I  had  unto  iny  present  bosinesn  in  the  College,  t<^etber  with  the 
promises,  encouragements,  and  allurements  thereto  on  Aug.  27) 
1640,  by  about  ten  Gentlemen,  whom  I  then  understood  to  be. 
Magistrates  with  Mr.  DuDLBr,  then  Governor,  and  about  sixteen 
Minivers  or  Elders,  whom  1  also  then  took  to  be,  and  still  from  my 
heart  do  think  to  continue  the  persons  that  seriously  and  cordially 
consult  for  the  welfare  of  the  colony,  and  that  especially  in  the 
liberal  and  learned  education  of  the  youth  of  the  country ;  yet 
seeing  that  now  I  fully  understand  that  the  said  persons  had  do 
authority  to  do  any  such  act  or  acts  as  to  give  such  a  call,  or  to 
promise  any  such  encouragements  or  allurements ;  and  besides, 
seeing  there  be  such  laws,  orders,  or  injuactlons  in  port  already 
imposed  on  the  place  as  be  destructive  thereto,  and  that  our  former 
laws  and  orders,  by  which  we  have  managed  our  place,  be  declared 
illegal  and  null,  so  that  all  possible  means  of  managing  our,trust  to 
the  best  end  is  so  cither  made  void,  interfering  and  entangled,  or 
at  least  questionable  and  ofiensive,  that  whatsoever  we  do  is  to 
myself  and  the  Fellows  ■  ud warrantable  and  not  secure,  and  with 
some  principles  tending  to  dissolution.  To  mention  no  further 
grounds. 

"  Therefore  I  here  resign  up  the  place  wherein  hitherto  I  have 
labored  with  all  my  heart,  (blessed  be  the  Lord  who  gave  it)  serv- 

*  From  the  commeDceiiieDt  of  the  College,  and  for  more  thao  half  a 
century  the  tutors,  who  with  the  President,  conducted  the  instruction 
and  immediate  government,  were  cabled  "Fellows  of  the  College." 
Afler  the  establishment  of  the  Corporation,  there  were  "Fellows  of  the 
House  or  College,"  and  "  resident  Fellows,"  and  <■  Fellows  of  the  Coi^ 
poration."  This  name  is  now,  and  has  been  tor  more  than  sixty  years 
confined  to  the  membera  of  the  Corporation. 
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iog  yov  and  yours.  And  henceforth  (that  you  in  the  inteTim  mxy 
be  provided)  I  shall  be  willing  to  do  the  beet  I  can  for  some  few 
weeks  or  months  to  continue  the  work,  acting  according  to  the 
orders  prescribed  to  us ;  if  the  society  in  the  interim  fait  not  to 
pieces  in  our  hands;  and  what  advice  for  the  present  or  for  the 
future  1  can  gire  for  the  public  good,  in  this  behalf,  with  all  readi- 
ness of  mind  1  shall  do  it,  and  daily  by  the  grace  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  pray  the  Lord  to  help  and  counsel  us  all,  in  whom 
I  lesL 

"  Yours  faithfully  to  serve, 

"  Henrt  Ddnsteb." 

From  this  resignation  of  President  DuDster,  it  appears  that  he 
was  satisfied,  that  he  was  originally  introduced  to  the  office  by 
persons  not  duly  nathorized ;  and  it  also  appears  that  in  his  view 
the  limitation  of  the  powers  in  the  charter  of  incorporation  would 
defeat  the  object  of  the  Charter,  and  prove  destructive  to  the 
College. 

The  resignation  of  the  President  being  by  the  Overseers  pre- 
I  sented  to  the  Court  then  in  session,  they  authorized  the  Overseers 
I  to  accept  it;  and  ordered   that  the  said  Board  of  Overseers  should 
I  have  the  care  and  trust  of  the  College  stock.     In  this  year  (he 
Court  also  ordered,  that  "  Mr.  Whiting  and  Mr.  Cobbet,  pastors  of 
I>edham  and  Lynn,  and  Mr.  Norton,  an  unsettled  teacher  in  Bos- 
ton, should  be  Overseers,  and  jom  with  the  rest  of  the  Overseers 
in  the  work  of  the  College."     The  order  respecting  the  College 
property  seems  to  have  been  required  by  the  circumstances  then 
existing ;  the   President,  to  whom  this  stock  had  been  entrusted 
was  out  of  uSice,  aod  the  Presideut-  and   Fellows  of  the  Corpora- 
tion not  having  exercised  the  powers  contained  In  thejr  Charter  of 
Incorporation,  there  was  no  Treasurer  of  the  College. 

Such  was  the  difficulty  attending  tlie  attempt  to  execute  powers 
no  restrained,  as  those  in  the  Charter  of  1650,  —  that  lu  October, 
1667,  upon  the  application  of  the  Overseers,  the  Appendix  to  the 
College  Charter  was  established,  by  which  tho  orders  and  by-laws 
<rf  the  President  and  Fellows  had  immediate  force  and  effect; 
they  being  responsible  for  the  same  to  the  Board  of  Overseers. 

Afterwards  the  General  Court  of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  appear  to  have  intended  a  new  College  Charier  with  much 
larger  powers,  including  a  measure  of  civil  jurisdicUoo  ;  and  passed 
the  Ordinance  of  1672, — a  copy  of  which  ben  fbUowa. 
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"  M  tie  second  Susion  of  the  General  Court  for  ekctiotu  heid  at 
Boston,  8tk  of  October,  1672,  on  their  mijounmunt. 
"  Whereas  bj  the  good  hand  of  God,  there  has  been  erected 
and  conliaued  &  College  in  Cambridge,  in  Ihe  count;  of  Middla- 
sex,  called  by  the  name  of  '  Harvard  College,'  and  that  by  aa  Id- 
Btrument  or  Charter,  dated  the  SLst  of  Hay,  in  the  year  1660,  the 
President  and  Fellows  thereof  were  estahfiahed  to  be  one  body 
corporate  by  the  auihorily  of  this  Court :  And  whereas  aeverd 
gifts  and  doaations  have  been  made,  and  are  still  making  by  maoy 
well  devoted  persons,  inhabitants  of  this  cnuntry,  as  also  strangers, 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Governors  and  the  government  thereof, 
and  for  ail  the  accommodation  a  of  the  Scholars  thereof,  in  books, 
buildings,  lectures,  scholarships,  and  all  other  necessary  and  fitting 
provisions,  that  may  conduce  to  the  education  of  English  and  In- 
dian youth.  Now  for  the  perpetuation  and  further  advancement 
of  so  good  a  work,  and  for  the  better  encouragement  of  all  persons 
therein  concerned,  or  to  be  concerned,  it  is  ordered  and  enacted 
by  this  Court  and  the  authority  thereof,  that  Leonard  Hoare,  Doc- 
tor in  Physic,  he  the  pre&ent  President  of  said  tjarvard  College, 
Mr.  Samuel  Danforth,  Fellow  of  the  said  Colleger,  Mr.  Urlaa  \ 
Oakes,  Pastor  of  the  Church  of  Cambridge,  Mr.  Thomas  Shep- 
herd, teacher  of  the  Church  of  Cbarlestown,  Mr.  Joseph  Brown 
and  Mr.  John  Richardson,  Masters  of  Art,  be  the  Fellows,  and 
Mr,  John  Richards  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  College  and  Corpora- 
.tion  for  the  time  being  -,  and  that  the  President,  Fellows,  and 
Treasurer  of  the  said  College,  or  the  Fellows  alone,  when  there  is 
no  President  established,  and  their  successors  from  time  to  time  be 
the  immediate  Governors  thereof,  and  shall  in  name  and  fact  for 
ever  hereafler  he  one  body  politic  and  corporate  in  law,  to  all  in- 
tents and  pur7>oBes,  and  shall  have  perpetual  succession,  having 
power  and  authority  by  these  presents,  (procuring  a  meeting  of  the 
Overseers,  and  by  their  council  and  consent)  to  elect  successors 
into  the  places  of  any  one  or  more  of  them  which  shall  be  by  death 
or  removal  made  vacant :  —  fie  it  also  hereby  authorized  and 
enacted,  that  the^said  Corporation  and  their  successors  shall  have 
the  power  of  constituting,  and  again  at  their  pleasure  removing  all 
inferior  officers  to  the  said  Society  appertaining,  —  and  all  the  neiU 
and  immediate  government  of  every  member  of  the  said  Society 
according  to  such  orders  and  laws  as  are  or  shall  be  established 
by  the  said  Corporation ;  the  Overseers  of  the  said  College  allow- 
ing oi  not  contradicting  the  said  laws,  upon  notice  of  them  given 
lit 
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to  them  at  their  next  meeting.  ^  And  also  the  uid  CorporatioD  and 
their  successora  in&;  purchase  and  acquire  to  theiDselvea,  or  take 
and  receive  upon  free  gill  any  landa,  tenements,  hereditamenta, 
annuities,  serrices,  goods,  monies,  or  other  emoluments  whatao- 
erer,  or  from  whomsoever,  and  (observing  stricli;  the  will  of  the 
donors)  dispose  of  the  same  to  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  said 
College  or  any  members  thereof;  and  the  President  ma;  warn  a 
general  meeting  of  the  said  Corporation  for  debating  an;  of  the 
affairs  aforesaid.  — In  all  which  cases  the  conclusion  shall  be  made 
by  the  major  part  present,  the  President  having  a  casting  voice. 
And  that  the  said  Corporation  with  their  distinct  Treasurer  (if  any 
such  be  chosen}  by  the  name  of  the  President,  Fellows,  and  Trea- 
surer of  Harvard  College,  may  sue  and  plead,  or  be  sued  or  im- 
pleaded in  all  Courts  or  places  of  judicature  within  this  jurisdiction 
of  the  Massachusetts  Colony,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  in  law 
and  with  effect,  as  may  any  private  person  or  body  incorporate ; 
only  the  estate  to  the  Corporation  belonging,  and  not  that  which 
belongs  proper  to  any  member  of  the  said  Corporation,  being  liable 
to  sDch  impleadments  :  also  that  the  said  Corporation,  or  any  three 
of  them,  Uie  President  being  one,  in  all  crimes  by  the  laws  of  this 
country  punishable  by  one  magistrate,  shall  have  the  full  power  of 
Bconsiog,  lining,  or  otherwise  correcting,  all  inferior  officers  or 
members  to  the  said  Society  belonging,  as  the  laws  of  the  country 
provide  in  such  cases,  or  the  laws  of  the  Collpge  not  repugnant 
UDto  them  :  and  for  that  end  any  of  the  said  Corporation  shall,  and 
hereby  have  power  personilly  with  such  aid  of  the  Society  as  they 
shall  think  meet,  taking  the  constable  along  with  them,  to  enter 
into  any  houses  licensed  for  public  entertainment,  where  they  shall 
be  informed,  or  may  be  suspicious  of  any  enormities  to  be  plotting 
or  acting  by  any  members  of  their  Society ;  and  all  constables  and 
all  other  inferior  civil  officers  in  thai  place  are  hereby  authorized 
and  commanded  to  be  readily  aiding  and  assisting  to  them,  or  any 
of  them  in  the  premises.  Neither  shall  any  person  or  persona 
legally  expelled  the  College,  abide  above  ten  days  in  the  township 
of  Cambridge,  unless  their  parents  live  in  the  said  township.  And 
be  it  also  ordered  and  enacted  by  this  Court  and  the  authority 
thereof,  that  all  the  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  or  annuities 
within  thb  jurisdiction,  to  the  said  Corporation  appertaining,  not 
exceeding  the  value  of  five  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  shall  be 
henceforth  freed  from  all  ordinary  civil  impositions,  taxes,  and 
rates,  and  all  goods  to  the  said  Corporatioa,  or  to  any  scholars 
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thereof  appertainiag,  shall  be  excropled  from  bII  m&Dner  of  tdl, 
cnatoms  and  excise  nhatsoefer,  excepl  in  cases  of  war,  m  extraor- 
dinary exigencies  of  the  counlry.  Aod  moreover  that  the  raid 
President,  Fellows,  and  Scholars,  together  with  their  menial  ser- 
vants, and  other  necessary  officers,  (not  exceeding  the  number  of 
leo)  shall  be  utterly  exempted  from  all  personal  and  civil  offices, 
military  exercises,  watchings  and  wardings,  or  the  like  pnblic  ser- 
Tices  :  And  the  persoaal  estates  of  the  said  Corporation  and  their 
ofScers  (not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds  a  man)  shall  be  also 
freed  from  the  like  country  taxes  for  ever  :  All  and  every  of  which 
premises  we  do  ordain  and  enact  to  be  fully  established  for  law, 
any  law,  grant  or  usage  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  uotwilhetand- 
ing." 

But  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  President  and  Fellows  ever 
accepted  this  charter,  or  acted  under  it.  They  never  assumed  the 
name  there  designated  of  President,  Fellows,  and  Treasurer  of 
Harvard  College,  hut  acted  under  the  name  by  which  they  were 
originally  incorporated. 

Thus  stood  the  government  of  Harvard  College  as  established 
by  law  until  the  colony  charter   was  vacated  in  the  year  1685. 

From  this  time  to  the  granting  of  the  provincial  charter  of  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  in  the  year  1691,  no  successful  attempts  were  made 
to  take  away  the  property  of  the  College  or  defeat  its  chartered 
rights,  and  it  continued  chiefly  under  the  former  Corporation.  The 
title  of  President  of  the  College  was  changed  to  that  of  Rector,  by 
Mr.  Dudley,  the  president  of  the  colony  under  king  James  II, 
The  president  of  the  colony,  either  with  or  without  his  council, 
sometimes  interfered  in  the  government  of  the  College,  probably 
claiming  to  be  successors  to  the  governor,  deputy  governor,  and 
magistrates  of  the  old  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 

The  provincial  charter  of  1691  secured  to  the  College  its  prop- 
erty, as  is  shown  by  the  following  extracts. 

Extracts  from  the  Charter  granted  to  the  Province  of  Massaehu- 
setts  Bay,  by  King  WiUiam  and  Queen  Mary,  bearing  date  the 
tevetttk  of  October,  m  the  third  year  of  their  reign,  anno  1691. 
"  Provided  nevertheless,  and  we  do  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  suc- 
cessors, grant  and  ordain,  that  all  and  every  such  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments,  and  all  other  estates,  which  any  person  or  persons, 
bodies  politic  or  corporate,  towns,  villages,  colleges,  or  schools,  do 
hold  aud  enjoy,  or  ought  to  hold  and  enjoy,  within  the  bounds 
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aforesaid,  by,  or  nndei.  any  grant  or  esUte  duly  made,  or  granted 
by  uiy  general  court  formerly  held,  or  by  virtue  of  the  letters  pa- 
tent herein  before  recited,  or  by  any  other  lawful  right  or  title 
whatsoever  shall  be,  by  such  pertion  and  perBons,  bodies  politic  and 
corporate,  towuB,  villages,  colleges,  or  schools,  theii  respective 
faeira,  successors  and  assigns,  for  ever  hereafler  held  and  eojoyed, 

according  to  the  inlenl  and  purport  of  such  respective  grant. 

—  "  And  we  do  further,  for  us,  out  heirs,  and  successors,  give 
I  and  grant  to  the  said  governot,  and  the  great  and  general  court  of 
f  our  said  province  or  territory,  or  assembly,  for  the  time  being,  full 
power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  to  make,  ordain,  and  estab- 
\   lisfa  all  manner  of  wholesome  and  reasonable  orders,  laws,  statutes, 
and  ordinances,  directions  and  instructions,  either  with  penalties 
or  without,  (so  as  the  same  bo  not  repugnant  or  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  this  our  realm  of  England)  as  they  shall  judge  to  be  for  the 
good  and  welfare  of  our  said  province  or  territory,  and  for  the 
government  and  ordering  thereof,  and  of  the  people  inhtibiting,  or 
who  shall  inhabit  the  same  ;  and  for  the  necessary  support  and  de- 
fence of  the  government  thereof." 

Atler  the  grant  of  the  provincial  chuter,  the   friends  of  the 

college,  desiring  additional  powers  and  privileges  for  the  inttitiH 

tion,  and  apprehensive  of  danger  to  it  from  the  interference  of  the 

governor  appointed  by  the  king,  made  several  attempts  to  obtain  a 

I    new  charter  for  the  college.     It  is  stated  that  three  several  acts  of 

I    the  legislature  passed  for  that  purpose,  in  which  the  Board  of  Over- 

'    eeers  was  omitted,  and,  ss  a  sul»titution  therefor,  the  number  of 

the  Corporation  was  enlarged.    But  all  these  attempts  proved  ahoi- 

tive  by  the  disapprobation  of  the  king  iu  council,  grounded  upon 

I   the  proposed  charter's  not  providing  for  a  visitation  of  the  king  by 

bis  governor.     To  remove  this  objection,  in  the  act  sent  over  in 

1697,  passed  under  the  administration  of   Lieutenant  Governor 

Stoughton,  and  in  another  said  to  be  made  in  1700,  the  governor 

and  council  were  made  Visitors,  but  this  was  not  satisfactory. 

After  the  failure  of  these  attempts,  the  friends  of  the  college 
found  it  necessary  to  proceed  pursuant  to  the  powers,  w4iich  had 
been  exercised  under  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay ;  and  open 
the  election  of  President  Leverett,  a  declaration  of  the  provincial 
legislature  was  obtained,  as  follows. 
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Extract  Jivm  a  Resohe  of  the  Prooineial  General  Court, 

Audo  Regni  Anne  Regine  Sexto. 
Tkursdaif,  December  itk.nm.    ■  In  Council. 

"And  inasmuch  as  the  fim  foundatioo  and  establishment  ofth&t 
House,  the  Corporation  anil  the  Go«ernnient  thereof,  had  its 
origin^  from  an  act  of  the  General  Cuurt,  made  and  passed  in  the 
year  1650,  which  has  not  been  repealed  or  nulled,  the  President 
and  Fclloivs  of  said  College  are  directed,  from  time  to  time,  to 
regulate  themselves  according  to  the  rules  of  the  constitution,  by  the 
act  prescribed,  and  to  exercise  the  powers  and  authority  thereby 
granted,  for  the  government  of  thai  House  and  support  thereof. 
"  Saturday,  December  Gtk,  1707. 

"The  representatives  returned  the  ?ote,  passed  in  Council,  the 
4th  current,  referring  to  the  College,  with  their  concurrence  there- 
unto. —  By  bis  Excellency  the  Governor  consented  to, 

"  Joseph  Dddlby." 

The  governor,  lieutenant  governor,  and  council  assumed  to  be  | 
successors  to  the  governor,  deputy  governor,  aud  magistrates  of  the  / 
colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  with  the  congregational  ministeral 
.of  the  six  towns  originally  designated,  exercised  the  powers  of  orer- 1 
Beers  ao  long  as  the  character  of  William  and  Mary  existed.  ' 

Under  that  charter  no  alteration  was  made  by  the  provincial 
legislature  in  the  government  of  the  College,  although  one  or  two 
attempts  for  that  purpose  were  made  ;  but  they  were  not  consented 
-  to  by  the  Corporation,  and  were  not  carried  into  effect.  The  first 
attempt  was  in  17!£2  to  enlarge  the  number  of  the  Corporation,  so 
that  the  resident  Fellows  or  Tutors  might  be  included  ;  which  en- 
largement was  applied  for  by  ftie  Overseers.  The  other  attempt 
was  made  soon  after,  in  which  it  was  proposed  as  a  standing  law 
that  some  of  the  resident  Tutors  should  ex  officio  be  fellows  of  the 
Corporation.  These  proposed  slierationa  were  not  agreed  to  by  the 
Corporation  and  were  not  sanctioned  by  the  legislature. 

During  the  existence  of  the  provincial  charter,  one  case  only 
appears  to  have  arisen,  in  which  the  Overseers  exercised  original 
jurisdiction  in  removing  a  Fellow  and  Tutor  from  his  place,  not 
coniiDing  themselves  to  approving  or  annulling  the  proceedings  of 
the  Corporation.  The  President  and  three  of  the  Tutors  presented 
a  complaint  to  the  Overseers  against  Nathan  Prince,  one  of  the  Tu- 
tors and  also  a  Fellow  of  the  Corporation,  charging  him  with  con- 
temptooaa  aad  reproachful  language  respecting  the  President  and 
othera  in  the  immediate  gOTernment  of  the  College ;  with  neglect 
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or  his  duty  u  &  Tutor,  and  with  intemperance  in  drinking.  Upoa 
this  complaint  he  was  bj  the  OTerseers  removed  from  all  the  offices 
he  held  in  the  College,  and  the  Corporation  were  requested  to  fill 
□p  the  vacancies  occaNioned  bj  hia  removal.  The  causee  of  this 
singular  procedure  of  the  Overseers  will  appear  by  the  ToUowiag 
vote  or  the  Corporation,  passed  when  they  agreed  to  supply  the 
vacancies,  as  requested,  which  is  as  follows. 

At  a  Meeting  of  Ike  President  and  Fetlmos  of  Harvard  College  in 

Cambridge,  by  adjournment,  April  27,  1742. 

Present,  The  President,  Dr.  Wigglesworth, 

Hr.  Flyot,  Mr.  Appieton, 

Dr.  Sevall,  Ur.  Treasurer. 

"  Whereaa  the  Honorable  and  Reverend  the  Overseers  of  Har- 
vard College  did,  upon  the  18th  day  of  February  last  past,  vote  the 
removal  of  Mr.  Nathan  Prince  (one  of  the  Fellows  and  Tutors  of 
flaid  College)  from  all  office-relation  thereto,  on  account  of  sundry 
crimes  and  misdemeans  whereof  he  was  convicted  before  them, 
and  which  he  had  been  charged  with  at  said  Board,  by  some  of 
the  Corporation,  as  well  as  the  Tutors  of  said  College  ;  and  also 
did  then  recommend  it  to  the  Corporation  to  fill  up  the  vacancies 
made  by  the  said  Mr.  Prince's  removal :  And  although  we  appre- 
hend that  (according  to  the  Constitution  of  said  Harvard  College] 
affairs  of  this  nature  ought  to  originate  with  the  Corporation,  yet 
in  as  much  as,  so  many  of  the  Corporation  have  been  either  com- 
plainants against  the  said  Prince,  or  have  been  aspersed  and  mal- 
treated by  him,  as  that  there  is  not  left  a  majority  of  said  Corpora- 
tion, who  may  be  thought  by  him,  or  by  others  (as  we  understand) 
to  be  indiSerent  judges,  in  this  aSair  ;  and  inasmuch  as  we  appr» 
hend,  that  under  all  circumstauces,  it  will  not  be  for  the  interest 
and  peace  of  the  said  College,  that  he  should  continue  any  bnger 
in  office  therein,  Therefore  (saving  all  rights  given  to  the  Corpora 
tion  by  their  charter,)  they  passed  the  following  votes: 

■'  1.  That  Mr.  Joseph  Mahew  be  a  Fellow  of  the  CorporatioD  in 
the  room  of  the  satd  Mr.  Prince. 

"  2.  That  Mr.  Belcher  Hancock  be  a  Tutur  of  said  Collie  in 
the  room  of  the  said  Mr.  Prince,  and  that  for  three  years,  and  be 
the  fourth  Tutor  in  order. 

"  3.  That  the  two  foregoing  votes  be  presented  to  the  Honoura- 
ble and  Reverend  the  Overseers,  at  their  nest  meeting  for  their 
■^probation." 
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When  the  CoDstilntion  of  the  Commonwealth  was  formed,  it  was 
deemed  expedieut  to  gi?c  a  conatitutioaal  confirmaliou  of  the  goT- 
ernment  of  the  College.  Afterwards  the  act  of  1800,  ch.  113,* 
passed  the  legislature  providing  for  the  amendment  and  alteration 
of  the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Orargeeri,  with  tne  consent  of 
the  Overseers  and  Corporation,  which  consent  was  aflerwards 
given,  and  the  Board  of  Overseers  was  organized,  and  exercised  its 
powers  pursuant  to  said  statute. 

The  Corporation  being  informed  that  in  the  winter  session  of 
the  General  Court  in  Ir^li  a  bill  was  pending  for  repealing  tha 
last  statute,  preseuted  (o  the  legislature  a  memorial,  containing 
reasons  against  that  repeal,  which  memorial  here  follows. 

"  To  the  Honovrable  the  Senate  and  the  Honourable  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Commomeealth  of  Miissar.hiiseUs,  retpeet- 
fullt/  represent  the  Presiilent  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  Collige, 
in  behalf  of  the  Corporation  and  Overseers  of  said  College, 
"  That  having  learned,  that  a  bill  whs  pending  before  the  Hon- 
ourable Senate  of  tliia  Commonwealth,  for  the  repeal  of  a  statute, 
passed  in  March,  1810,  f  establishing  a  Board  of  Overseers  tor  the 
Baid  College,  your  memorialists  presented  a  memorial  to  the  two 
Bouses,  praying  a  postponement  of  the  bill  aforesaid,  until  the 
two  Boards,  which  constitute  the  college-government,  could  have 
opportunity  to  be  heard  before  the  legislature,  or  a  committee  of 
the  same,  on  this  important  subject.  Since  which,  your  memo- 
rialists liave  been  informed,  thai  the  hill  has  parsed  the  Honoura-- 
ble  Senate,  and  is  now  pending  before  the  Honorable  House  of 
Representatives.  Though  your  raumorialisis  have  not  been  in- 
dulged with  the  notice  nnd  opportunity  requested,  yet  they  pre- 
sume, that  the  Honourable  Legislature  will  allow  your  memorialists, 
in  the  present  stage  of  the  proceedings,  to  offer  such  considerations 
and  argument^  relating  to  the  proposed  act,  as  your  memorialists 
may  think  their  relation  to  the  College,  and  the  request  of  the 
Overseers  made  for  this  purpose  may  require,  and  as  the  interest- 
ing nature  of  the  subject  may  appear  to  them  to  justify.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  summary  view  of  the  facts  and  reasonings,  which  your 
memorialists  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  attention  of  the  Honoura- 
ble Legislature. 

■  Vide  ante,  page  77.] 

t  This  statute  is  bIho  called  the  act  of  the  Commonwealth  Anno  10S9, 
ch.  113,  dating  by  the  legialalive  year,  from  May  to  May. 
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"The  Overseers  ofHarwd  College  were  originally  constiuited 
by  an  act  of  the  General  Court  of  the  old  colony  of  MaBsachuselts, 
passed  in  1642.  By  thU  act  it  is  ordered,  that  the  governor,  deputy 
goTomoT,  and  all  the  magistrates  of  the  jurisdiction,  with  the  presi- 
dent of  the  College,  and  the  teaching  elders  of  the  sis  adjoining 
towns,  Cambridge,  Waterlown,  Chariestown,  Boston,  Roxbary, 
and  Dorchester,  shall  be  Overseers,  with  power  to  direct  the  gov- 
ernmeat,  and  dispose  and  manage  the  property  of  the  institution. 
Afterwards,  in  May,  1650,  the  Corporation  was  created,  to  consist 
.of  a  PreBid«>nt,  five  Fellows,  and  a  Treasurer,  and  styled  the  Presi- 
dent and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College.  The  charter  declares,  that 
the  Corporation  shall  have  perpetual  succession,  by  thi;  election  of 
members  to  supply  vacancies  ;  the  Corporation  procuring  the  pres- 
ence, and  having  the  counsel  and  consent  of  the  Overseers.  The 
whole  property  aud  concerns  of  the  College  are  committed  to  this 
Corporation,  subject,  generally,  to  the  control  of  the  Overseers.  By 
an  act  passed  October,  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fiAy-seven, 
called  an  Appendix  to  the  Col  I  ego- charter,  certain  powers  were 
enlarged  and  explained.  On  the  repeal  of  the  charter  of  the  colony, 
attempts  were  also  made  to  defeat  all  the  chartered  rights  derived 
from  it,  but  without  success.  By  the  province  charter,  granted 
1691,  the  property  of  colleges,  among  other  bodies  politic,  is  con- 
firmed to  them.  Of  necessity,  with  respect  to  Harvard  College, 
the  Corporation,  holding  the  property  of  the  College,  is  confirmed  ; 
and  it  appears,  that  the  President  and  Fellows  proceeded  to  exer- 
cise theii  powers  as  before  the  vacation  of  the  colony  charter.  To 
prevent,  however,  any  further  question  on  these  points,  a  resolution 
of  the  provincial  legislature  was  pa^ed  in  December,  )707,  which 
recognized  the  continued  existence  of  the  Corporation,  as  estab- 
lished by  the  charter  of  1650,  declaring  that,  "said  charter  had 
never  been  repealed  or  nulled."  It  appears  that  the  royal  gover- 
nor and  lieutenant  governor,  and  the  provincial  council,  succeeded 
to  the  colonial  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  magistrates  of  the 
colony,  as  Overseers,  with  the  congregational  miniscers  of  the  six 
adjoining  towns. 

"  Your  memorialists  conceive,  that  these  are  the  legislative  and 
public  acts,  on  which  the  foundation  and  government  of  the  College 
rest.  The  colonial  General  Court  passed  an  ordinance  in  October, 
1672,  DOW  on  the  records  of  the  court,  providing  for  a  new  charter 
for  the  College,  with  very  extensive  and  important  powers,  both 
civil  and  ccdlegiate ;  and  enacting  that  the  provisions  of  that  ordi* 
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oancfl  Bbould  be  kw,  any  law,  giant,  or  usage,  to  the  contTU;  not- 
withBtandiog.  But,  ia  fact,  there  remaJna  no  evidence  that  the 
Corporation  ever  accepted  this  Charter,  or  exercised  any  of  the 
powers  therein  granted,  and  it  ia  not  on  the  records  either  of  the 
Overseers  or  Corporation.  The  Provincial  Legislature  in  1693,  and 
shortly  aflerwards,  made  some  attempts  to  give  a  very  ample  estab- 
lishment to  the  College,  which  were  defeated  by  the  negative  of 
the  King.  But  after  all  these  attempts,  the  Provincial  Legislature, 
in  1707,  passed  the  resolution  above-mentioned,  that  the  former 
Charter  of  the  College  of  1650  had  not  been  repealed  or  nulled. 

"  Thus  stood  the  governmeDl  of  the  College  and  the  power  ot 
visitation,  until  the  Slate  constitution  was  formed.  This  instru- 
ment recognized  and  confirmed  the  Corporatioi)  as  erected  by  its 
original  Charter,  and  designated  the  successors  to  the  former 
Overseers ;  a  measure  made  necessary  by  the  change  of  govern 
ment  in  the  Stale.  The  article  appointing  the  Overseers,  is  con- 
cluded with  a  proviso,  that  nothing  therein  declared  *  shall  be 
construed  to  prevent  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  from 
making  alterations  in  the  government  of  the  University,  conducive 
to  its  advantage,  and  the  interest  of  the  republic  of  letters,  in  as 
full  a  manner  as  might  have  been  done  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
late  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay.'  It  is  believed,  by  your  me-  ' 
morialiats,  that  this  proviso  had  particular  respect  to  alterations. 
which,  it  waa  supposed,  experience  would  prove  necessary  or  ex- 
pedient in  the  Board  of  Overseers. 

"  In  ihe  year  1810,  a  statute  was  made,  altering  the  Constitution 
of  the  Overseers,  and  appointing  to  that  ofEce  the  Governor,  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, and  Counsellors,  the  President  of  the  Senate,  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  President  of  the 
College,  with  fifteen  laymen,  and  fifteen  ministers  of  Congrega- 
tional churches,  aller  the  ministers  who  belonged  to  the  Board  as 
before  constituted  should  be  reduced  to  this  number ;  the  succes- 
sion of  the  thirty  last  mentioned  members  to  be  supplied,  as  vacan- 
cies shall  happen,  by  the  election  of  the  Board. 

"  The  Corporation,  in  explaining  the  reasons  of  their  assent  to 
this  statute,  observe,  '  they  were  sensible  of  the  wisdom  and  good 
dispositions  of  that  part  of  the  former  Board,  whose  relation  to 
it  would  cease  by  the  new  arrangement,  and  of  the  dignity 
derived  to  Uie  University  from  their  association ;  yel  they  were 
persuaded,  that  most  important  benefits  would  accrue  to  the  Semi- 
nary, from  a  body  of  Overseers,  coming  not  incidentally  and 
12  t 
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easatSty  to  the  daty  ;  but  chosen  as  vaeRneiea  eboald  occur,  iiMi 
special  reference  to  the  object ;  and  whose  local  BitaUiui  KSd 
permanent  connexion  with  the  Uirirershy  would  enable  theta  I9 
pay  a  prompt  and  unirorni  attention  to  its  oonoemB.  At  the  sane 
time,  hy  the  plan  proposed,  the  College  would  obtain  tins  imprwv- 
ment,  without  '(^easing  to  enjoy  the  singnlar  distinction  and  benefit 
of  an  immediate  alliance  with  the  StaM,  by  means  of  its  canib- 
tilled  authorities,  having  the  supreme  execative,  and  the  prosilti^ 
officera  of  the  two  houses  always  in  the  board.'  It  cannot  bt 
denied  that  the  members  of  the  Senate  must  necessarily,  U  & 
body,  be  under  disadrantagea  for  the  efficient  and  regalar  dis- 
charge of  many  of  the'  duties  of  Orerseers.  Their  connexion  witti 
the  UniTeraity  depending  on  the  contingency  of  an  uinnal  elec- 
tion, must,  it  is  apprehended,  have  some  effect  to  discoamge  k 
disposition  to  enter  thoroughly,  and  systematic  ally,  into  tbe  aAirs 
of  the  establishment.  The  distance  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
Senate  must  prerent  their  attendance  at  meetings  1«  Cdlege 
business,  except  during  a  session  of  the  Legislature;  uid  tboi, 
it  13  frequently  inconrenient,  on  account  of  the  pressure  of  public 
business.  For  these  reasons,  it  may,  without  any  imputation  on 
that  honourable  body,  be  admilted,  that  their  sense  of  responsi- 
bility, as  Overseera,  might  be  less  than  the  intrinsic  importance 
of  the  trust  would  seem  to  require,  and  their  means  of  serving  the 
Institution  unequal  to  their  wishes. 

"  The  incooTeniences  here  mentioned,  were  certainly  realized, 
in  DO  inconsiderable  degree,  under  the  former  constitution  of  the 
Board ;  and  in  times,  when  no  political  prejudice  or  feeling  conM 
possibly  bias  the  judgment,  persons  well  ncquainted  with  the  sab- 
jeot,  in  and  out  of  the  Senate,  expressed  a  decided  opinion  in  (aror 
of  a  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Overseers,  similar 
to  that  which  was  made  in  T8I0>  JPor  whilst  individuals  of  the 
former  Board  had  it  in  their  power  to  give  their  attention  to  Col- 
lege concerns,  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Board,  and  e^iecially 
of  the  committees  for  inquiring  into  the  state  of  the  College,  and 
particularly  for  examinations,  wore  frequently  so  little  attended  by 
the  gentlemen  on  the  civil  list,  as  to  deduct  very  much  from  the 
good  effect  of  these  public  occasions,  on  the  minds  of  the  students, 
nnd  on  the  general  interests  of  the  institution.  In  these  respects 
a  manifest  and  important  improvement  has  attended  the  change  in 
the  form  of  the  Board.  Tbe  stated  appearance  of  full  committees, 
'to  obserre  the  condition  of  the  College,  and  to  witnesB  tbe  exhibi- 
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tiou,  and  ucertain  the  proficiency  oftbe  scholars,  has  contributed 
to  inspire  the  pupils  with  a  laudable  ambition,  and  to  increase  a 
Mnse  of  responsibility  for  the  use  of  their  advantages,  whilst  the 
gOToroors  and  inslructers  ha?e  derived  much  assistance  and  en- 
couragement from  this  portion  of  the  academic  body. 

"  As  the  e:(pedienc;  of  this  alteration  seems  manifest,  so  its 
compatability  with  the  rights  of  the  respective  Boards,  is,  in  the 
view  of  your  memorialists,  unquestionable.  Tlie  legislature  wore 
careful  to  preserve  the  ancient  foundation  of  the  College  unim-i 
paired,  and  to  prevent  all  ground  for  the  apprehension,  that  the 
ohaitered  privileges  of  the  College  are  less  sacred  in  the  eyes  of 
the  present  generation  than  they  have  been  in  those  of  our  prede- 
eewora.  They  made  this  altnation  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
Itgil  rights  of  the  College  could  not  be  injuriously  affected ;  for 
tbey  umexed  to  the  Act  the  condition,  that  it  should  go  into  effect 
when  the  provisions  of  it  should  be  accepted  by  the  two  College 
Board*.  It  is  a  principle  admitted,  that  a  Corporation  may,  with 
iu  convent,  be  altered  by  a  Legislature  not  ^»ecially  or  constitu- 
tionallj  reslricled.  For  several  reasons  it  w§s  ooosidered,  that 
this  principle  must  be  applied  in  the  present  instance,  and  th^t 
without  the  consent  of  the  Boards,  the  aheration  could  not  bo 
made.  It  occurred,  that,  so  far  as  the  constitution  is  concerned, 
the  powers  of  the  College  government  rest  oq  the  same  founda- 
tion, and  have  the  same  authority  as  the  powers  of  the  Legialatorf. 
This  ConMilution  reserres  to  the  L^islature  so  much  control  over 
the  College  government,  as  respects  the  Overseers,  as  might  have 
been  exercised  by  the  Provincial  Legislature.  In  regard  to  the 
extent  of  this  control,  the  Pronncial  Legislature,  it  is  beliered, 
could  not  make  the  alteration  proposed  without  the  assent  of  the 
existing  College  government,  for  the  College  was  established  by 
the  aame  Province  Charter,  by  which  the  Legislature  was  created. 
The  General  Court,  deriving  its  authority  from  the  Froviitcial 
Charter,  could  not  legally  control  the  righta  of  others  derived 
from  the  same  Charter,  since  this  would  be  to  rescind  a  part  oftbe 
Charter,  which  was  the  very  foundation  of  the  Legislative  powers 
of  the  Province,  and  to  annul  the  very  authority  by  which  tbo 
General  Court  existed.  Further,  the  Corporation  is  admitted,  on 
»ll  hands,  to  be  confirmed  by  the  said  Province  Charter.  But  the 
Corporation,  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers,  was  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  a  board  of  visitors,  designated  by  the  same  authority  by 
which  it  was  created.    To  this  control  the  said  Corporation  must. 
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I  of  right,  submit ;  and,  without  ita  own  consent,  to  no  other  control 
I  whatever.  To  establish  any  other  control  over  this  body,  would  be 
an  alteration  of  its  power,  to  which  no  authority  is  competent,  un- 
less it  can  lawfully  annihilate  the  Corporation.  These  and  other 
principles  could  not  fail  to  be  considered  as  fixing  boundaries  to 
the  power  of  the  Proviucial  Legislature  over  the  College  govern- 
ment. If  oTen  the  rights  of  the  College  had  not  been  confirmed 
by  the  Charter  of  William  and  Mary,  and  if  the  Corporation  had 
been  created  by  the  General  Court,  established  by  that  Charter, 
whose  powers  were  not  expressly  limited  by  any  declaratioa  of 
rights,  it  could  not  then  be  aduiitted  that  the  Legislature  of  the 
late  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  could  legally  alter  the  powers 
of  the  Corporation  without  its  consent,  unless  it  could  he  admit- 
ted that  the  same  Legislature  could  legally  repeal  ita  own  grants, 
and  annul  the  right  of  any  inhabitants  derived  From  such  granls.— 
The  reasoning,  to  which  the  several  views  of  the  subject  led,  is 
confirmed  by  the  practice  of  a  century.  The  General  Court  hare 
confirmed  and  enlarged,  but  never  impaired  or  abridged  tbe  pow- 
ers of  the  College  government  Whenever  the  qaestion  arose, 
they  appear  to  have  put  the  same  construction  upon  theii  powers 
of  alteration,  which  the  Legislature,  who  passed  the  stiktute  of 
180Q,  adopted  :  For  example,  in  1722,  the  Overseers  petitioned 
that  the  Corporation  might  be  enlarged  ;  but  tho  Corporation  not 
consenting,  the  House  of  Representatives  refused  to  grant  the 
petition.*  Attempts  were  aflerwards  made  to  persuade  the  General 
Court  to  exercise  the  visitatorial  power,  and  to  interfere  with  the 
doings  of  the  Overseers,  but  without  eScct. 

"  On  these  grounds  the  Legislature  were  anxious,  when  in  1810 
they  purposed  to  give  the  College  the  benefit  of  an  improved  con- 
,  stitution  of  the  Board  of  Overseers,  to  save  alt  the  chartered  ri^U 
of  the  College.  The  former  Board,  under  the  Legislative  sanc- 
tion, divested  themselves  of  their  trust  in  favor  of  the  present 
Overseers.  These  Overseers,  it  is  believed,  have  succeeded  to  all 
the  rights  and  powers  which  belonged  to  their  predecessors  in  the 
same  office ;  and  hold  these  rights  and  powers  by  a  permanent 
tenure,  subject  only  to  tbe  implied  condition  of  a  faithful  execution 
of  the  trust.  The  proviso  in  the  third  article  of  the  fifth  chapter 
,of  the  Constitution  of  the  Slate,  which  reserves  to  the  Legislatore 
the  same  power  in  respect  to  the  government  of  the  College,  as 

*  Records  of  the  Overseers,  ITSO. 
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perUined  to  the  Legislature  of  the  kte  Province,  must  in  anj 
iaterpretation  include  a  power  extending  to  such  alterations  in  the 
Board  of  Overseers  as  should  be  made  with  the  consent  of  both 
the  College  Boards,  on  whom  such  alteration  was  to  operate. 
Such  consent  having  been  provided  for  by  the  statuto  of  1609,  and 
given  b;  the  said  Boards,  the  Corporators  created  pursuant  to  said 
Act  have,  as  your  memorialists  believe,  acquired  rights,  of  which 
they  cannot  be  deprived,  but  by  their  own  consent,  or  by  some 
legal  process,  founded  on  a  charge  of  raisbehavionr.  But  if  it 
Bbould  be  admitted  that  the  Legislature  have  authority  by  the 
Constitution  to  make  alterations  without  consent,  yet  'this  authority 
nust  eitend  to  permanent  as  well  as  temporary  alterations,  and  the 
slatut«  of  1809,  having  made  a  permanent  alteration,  the  Legis- 
lature have  exercised  the  powers  reserved  to  them  by  the  Cotutitu- 
tion  of  the  State. 

"  Yonr  memorialists  conceive  that  the  present  Constitution  of 
the  Board  of  Overseers  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  excluding 
.  the  Commonwealth  from  its  just  participation  in  the  government  of 
the  University ;  since  the  Commonwealth  has  an  immediate  rela- 
tion to  it  by  its  constituted  authorities,  and  is  truly  and  virtually 
represented  by  the  permanent  Overseers,  who  hold  their  place  and 
trust  under  authority  derived  from  the  Legislature.  The  Legiala- 
ture  have  not  thought  it  any  disparagement  of  the  rights  of  the 
public  to  erect  other  Colleges,  indebted  like  Harvard  to  the  bounty 
of  the  State,  with  select  and  durable  Boards  of  Trustees  or  visi- 
toTB.  They  cannot  be  supposed  willing  to  deny  an  institution, 
especially  committed  to  their  protection  and  patronage,  means  of 
improvement  freely  bestowed  on  other  Seminaries. 

"Yonr  memorialists  are  convinced  that  the  University  has  been 
conducted  with  liberality  and  impartiality,  and  a  steady  view  to 
the  public  good.  Iq  regard  to  the  political  divisions  of  the  times, 
they  believe  that  persons  best  acquainted  with  the  course  of  in- 
stmction  and  discipline  in  that  place  will  acquit  the  College  of  any 
attempts  to  prejudice  or  unduly  excite  the  youthful  mind.  —  Your 
memorialists  rely  on  the  wisdom  and  moderati<Mi  of  the  Legislature 
to  arrest  any  measure  that  may  involve  the  privileges  or  endanger 
the  stability  of  an  institution,  vigilantly  guarded  and  fondly  cher- 
ished by  all  preceding  generations,  since  its  foundations  were  laid. 

"  In  conclusion,  your  memorialists  observe,  that  whilst  they  have 
deemed  it  necessary  to  be  explicit  in  slating  their  views  of  the 
rights  and  inlereats  of  the  College,  they  hope  no  part  of  this  rep- 
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rewDtatioti  will  be  thoaght  to  miliute  with  a  dne  defecence  to  tlut 
bnnch  of  the  Legial&ture  puticukrly  iDcluded  in  the  coosideratioa 
of  this  Bubject.  The  BCtachment  of  your  memorialists  to  the 
piesent  Constitution  of  the  Boprd  of  Overseen  is  founded  on  prin- 
ciples, which  your  roemotialista  believe  consistent  with  an  entire 
respect  (d  the  Senate  of  this  Commonweslth.  And  jout  memo- 
rialiats,  ss  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray." 
This  memorial  was  presented  February  34,  I819. 
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No.  XVI.    (pp.  99,  151,  231,  236.) 

FOUNDATIONS    AND    STATUTES   OF 
PROFESSORSHIPS. 


H0LLI8  PROFESSOR  OF  DIVINTTT. 

Rala,  Ordtrs,  tmd  Statutes,  relating  to  the  Hot&s  Profeitor  of 
Dimnity  in  Harvard  CiiUege,  at  Cambridge,  tn  Neio-Engla»d. 

1.  That  the  Proressor  be  a  Master  of  Arts,  and  ib  commniuoD 
with  some  Chrisiiaii  Church  of  one  of  the  tbiee  deDominatioDB, 
CongregBtiona!,  Presbyterian,  or  Baptist. 

2.  That  bis  province  be  to  instruct  the  studepts  in  the  several 
parts  of  Theology  by  reading  a  System  of  Positive  and  a  Coofse  of 
Controversial  Divinity,  beginning  always  with  a  short  prayer. 

3.  That  the  said  Professor  read  bts  private  Lectures  of  positive 
and  controversial  Divinity  so  many  times  io  the  week  as  shall  finish 
both  courses  within  the  term  of  one  year. 

4.  That  the  Professor  read  publickty,  *  [once  a  week  upon  Divin* 
ity, either  Positive,  Controversial,  or  Casuistical;  and  as  often  upoix 
Church  History,  Critical  Exposition  of  Scripture,  or  Jewisb 
Antiquities,  as  the  Corporation,  with  the  approbation  of  the' 
Overseers,  shall  judge  lit],  always  time  of  vacation  excepted. 

5.  That  the  Professor  set  apart  two  or  three  hours,  one  aftemooiK 
in  the  week,  to  answer  such  questions  of  the  students  who  shai]' 
apply  to  him,  as  refer  to  the  system  or  controversies  of  religion,  or- 
cases  of  conscience,  or  the  seeming  contradiotions  in  Scripture. 

&  That  the  Professor  of  Divinity  (while  in  the  office)  shall  not 
be  a  Tutor  in  any  other  science,  or  obliged  to  any  other  attend- 
ance in  the  College,  than  the  above-mentioned  publick  and  private 
lectures. 

7.  That  the  Professor  read  bis  private  Lectures  to  such  only  ai 
are  at  least  of  two  years'  standing  in  the  College. 

6.  That,  an  honourable  salary  being  provided  for  the  Professor, 
it  is  expected  that  he  require  no  fee  from  any  of  the  itadenta  Ibi 
their  instruction. 

*  The  words  between  brackets,  an  "  alteration"  by  the  OverMers. 
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9.  That  the  said  Professor  be  chosen  •  [every  fire  ycBrs]  hy  the 
Reveread  President  and  Fellows  of  the  College,  or  (he  major  part 
of  them,  for  the  time  being,  and  be  presented  by  them,  when  chosen, 
to  the  Honourable  and  Rererend  Overseers,  to  be  by  them  approv- 
ed and.contirmed  in  his  place. 

10.  That  the  said  Professor  be  at  all  times  under  the  Ja^ction 
of  the  Reverend  the  President  aod  Fellows  with  the  Honourable 
and  Reverend  the  Overseers  for  the  time  being,  to  be  by  t  [them 
displaced  for  any  just  and  valuable  cause.] 

11.  That  ^[theperson.chosenfrom  time  to  time  to  be]  a  Professor, 
be  a  man  of  solid  learning  in  Divinity,  of  sound  and  orthodox  prin- 
ciples, one  who  is  well  gifted  to  teach,  of  a  sober  and  pious  life, 
and  of  a  grave  conversation. 

The  Plan  or  Form  for  the  Professor  of  Divinity  to  agree  to  at  ids 
Inatiguralion. 

That  he  repeat  his  oaths  to  the  civil  government ;  that  he  declare 
It  as  his  belief,  that  the  ||  [Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
are]  theonly  and  most  perfect  rule  of  faith  and  manners;  and  that  he 
promise  to  explain  and  open  the  Scriptures  to  his  pupils  with  integ- 
rity and  faithfuluesa,  according  to  the  best  light  God  shall  give  him. 
That  he  promise  to  promote  true  piety  and  godliness  by  his  exam- 

*  "Every  five  yeaffl,"  struck  out  in  1734.  "Or  the  major  part  of 
them"  added  at  the  same  time.    Both  by  the  Overseers. 

t  Article  10.  Inslead  of  the  words,  after  the  word  "by,"  the 
Overaeers  voted,  Aug.  4, 1724,  to  insert  these  words,  viz,  "  the  said 
President  and  Fellows  of  the  Major  Part  of  them  displaced  for  any  just 
and  valuable  reason  the  Overseers  consonUng  thereunto."  Whether  this 
Bltaratv>u  was  consented  to  by  Mr.  Hollis  does  not  appear  by  the 
Records  of  the  Overseers,  though  it  was  proposed  to  him,  widi  the 
(unenduieDt  of  the  9th  Article,  In  a'letter  dated  Aug.  6,  17S4,  and  the 
latter  was  approved  by  him,  as  appears  by  their  Records,  May  13, 1725. 

All  the  amendments  were  in  the  Articles  as  signed  by  Mr.  Hollia, 
except  what  relate  to  Articles  0th  and  10th. 

I  The  words  between  brackets,  inserted  hy  the  Overseers,  instead 
of  the  words,  "  it  be  recommended  to  the  Electors  that  at  every  choice 
they  prefer  ". 

II  "Scriptures"  Jtc.  within  brackets,  instead  of  "Bible";  "and 
most "  blotted  out  by  the  Overseers. 
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pie  ud  iiutnietioD ;  that  he  consnU  the  good  of  the  Odlege,  and 
the  peace  of  the  Churches  *  [of  our  Lord  Jesos  Christ]  oq  all  occa- 
sions ;  and  that  he  religiously  observe  the  statutes  of  his  Founder, 
t  [and  all  such  other  Statutes  and  Ordeiai  as  shall  be  made  hj  the 
College,  not  repugnant  thereunto.] 

Signed  and  sealed  the  tenth  day  of  Janaary,  in  the  ninth  year  of 
the  Reign  of  King  Qeorge,  172S. 

THOMAS  HOLUS.    [l.  b.] 
Wiitutt**,  Jeremiah  Hant,  Edmrd  WaUIn,  f 

John  HoUU,  Jothna  WIdbIdw,  John  Ob-  > 

born,  D&niel  Neil,  William  Harm.  ) 

A  true  copy  of  Mr.  Hollis's  Orders  and  Statutes  relating  to  the 
Professor  of  Divinity  in  Harvard  College,  consented  to  by  the  Ovei^ 
seers,  and  afterwards  signed  and  sealed  by  Mr.  Thomas  HoUis, 
Examined 

Per  Henkt  Fltnt,  Clar.  Curat. 


December  IStb,  180^  It  was  voted,  "  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  UoUis  Professor  of  Divinity  to  preach,  and  to  perform  other 
divine  services  in  the  Chapel,  befora  the  Officers,  Graduates,  and 
Undergraduates,  on  the  Lord's  Day,  forenoon  and  afternoon, 
whenever  the  same  shall  be  hereafter  required  by  the  CorporatioD 


Jbdea  and  Orders  relatiiig  to  a  Profestor  of  thi  Mathtmatieks  and  of 
Natural  and  Ejptrimtntal  PhUosepky  in  Harvard  College  in 
Cambridge  in  JVetp  England,  appointed  by  me,  J%)mas  HoOtt 
of  London,  Merchant. 
1.  That  the  Professor  be  a  Master  of  Arts,  and  well  acquainted 

with  the  several  parts  of  the  Mathematicks  and  of  Natural  and 

Experimental  Philoso|]hj. 

3.  That  his  province  be  to  instruct  the  students  in  a  system  of 

Natural  Philosophy,  and  a  course  of  Experimental,  in  which  (o  be 

comprehended  Pneumaticka,  Hydrostaticks,  Mechanicks,  Staticks, 

*  The  words  between  bracksts  added  bj  the  Oreneers. 
t  Added  by  the  Overseers. 

13  t 
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Optickfl,  4tc.,  in  the  elemeuta  of  Geometry,  together  vith  tfas 
doctrine  of  Proportions,  the  Priuciples  of  Algebra,  Conick  Sec- 
tions, Plane  and  Spherical  TrigoDometrj,  with  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  Mensurations,  Planee  and  Solids ;  in  the  principles  of 
Astronom;  and  Geography,  viz.  the  doctrine  of  the  Spheres,  the 
use  of  the  Olobea,  the  Motions  of  the  Hearenly  Bodies  according  to 
the  diSbreut  hypotheses  of  Ptolemy,  Tycho  Brahe,  and  Ccfiemiens  ; 
with  the  general  principles  of  Dialling,  the  division  of  the  world 
into  its  rarioas  kingdoms,  with  the  use  of  the  Maps,  &.C. 

3.  That  the  Professor  shall  read  once  a  week.,  and,  wbeneTcr 
the  Corporatioa  with  the  approbation  of  the  Ov^erseers  shall  require, 
twice  a  week,  (times  of  vacation  excepted)  publickly  in  the 
ball  to  all  atudents  that  will  attend  on  such  topicks  relating  to  the 
Science  of  the  Mathematicka,  Natural  or  Experimental  Philoaophj, 
as  he  shall  judge  most  necessary  and  useful,  but  always  distinct  and 
different  from  his  private  lectures. 

4.  That  the  said  Professor  shall  read  his  private  lectures  on  the 
several  parts  of  the  Mathematioks,  Natural  and  Ezpaimental 
Philosophy,  BO  many  tiracB  in  the  week  as  to  finish  each  sciouca 
that  he  begins  within  the  compass  of  a  year,  and  to  go  throogh  the 
whole  in  two  years.  But  the  course  of  Philosophical  Eipenmwto 
shall  be  repeated  at  least  once  every  year. 

6.  That  the  said  Professor  while  in  that  office  shall  net  be  « 
Tntor  in  any  other  science,  nor  take  upon  him  the  Pastoral  office  in 
any  church,  nor  be  obliged  to  any  other  attendance  in  the  College 
than  the  above  meotioaed  publiok  and  private  lectures. 

6.  That  whereas  I  hare  ordered  and'  do  appoint  a  salary  of 
eighty  pounds  per  annum  to  be  duly  paid  to  the  said  Professor,  he 
rtiall  be  obliged  to  take  no  fee  or  reward  from  any  of  the  studenta 
that  have  been  or  ahoK  be  on  my  fbundatioR  for  the  study  of 
Divinity;  but  for  other  students  in  the  College  that  desire  his 
instructions,  he  may  receive  a  fee  as  the  Corporation  shall  direct, 
with  th«  approbatwH  of  the  Orersecrs,  not  exoeedti^  ferty  shillings 
per  annum. 

7.  That  the  Professor  shall  set  apart  two  or  three  howra  in  every 
week  to  converse  with  his  pupils  and  endeavour  to  clear  anch 
difficulties  as  lie  npoa  their  minds,  relating  to  the  several  parts  of 
the  Mathematioks,  Natural  and  Experimental  Philosophy,  of  which 
he  is  Professor. 

8.  That  the  said  Professor  shall  b  all  times  to  como  be  chosen 
by  the  Reverend  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Hanrvd  Collage 
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for  ttte  time  being,  uid  shall  be  presented  to  the  Honoarable  add 
Reverend  Overseers  of  the  College,  to  be  approved  by  tbem,  and 
then  shall  be  jointly  recommended  by  them  tu  me  for  my  canfirmB' 
tioo  during  mj  life,  and  after  my  decesM  to  such  peraoo  u  I  shall 
ftppoinl  by  my  last  will  under  m;  hand  End  seal  during  the  t«rm  of 
bis  life ;  also, 

9.  That  the  said  Professor  shall  at  all  times  be  under  the  ctTO 
and  inspection  of  the  Reverend  the  President  and  Fellows  of 
Harvard  College,  with  the  Honourable  and  Reverend  the  Overseers 
of  the  College  for  the  time  being,  but  shall  not  be  displaced  by 
tbem  during  bis  capacity  lor  service,  except  for  some  just  aod 
valaable  cause. 

10.  Upon  the  death  or  removal  of  a  Professor,  the  Corporatioa 
shall  be  obliged  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  within  twelve  months; 
and  in  case  of  default,  the  nomination  and  choice  shall  for  that 
time  be  in  the  Overseers,  to  be  confirmed  by  me  during  my  life, 
and  by  my  executor  afler  me  ;  and  in  case  thej  shall  not  fill  up 
the  vacancy  in  one  year  more,  I  then  will,  bequcatb,  and  appoint 
the  pirincipal  and  produce  of  this  estate  to  return  to  my  executor. 

11.  On  the  day  of  Inauguration  the  Professor  shall  take  the 
oaths  to  the  civil  government  oa  appointed  by  the  law,  tn  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Reverend  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  College, 
and  the  Honourable  and  Reverend  Overseers  thereof  in  4he  pub- 

,  lick  hall.  __ 

12.  At  the  same  time  and  place,  and  in  the  same  presence,  he 
■hall  declare  himself  to  be  of  the  Protestant  reformed  religion,  as 
it  is  now  professed  and  practised  by  the  churches  in  New  England, 
commonly  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Coagregutioaal,  Presbyte- 
rian, or  Baptist,  and  that  be  will  comply  with  the  same.  — 

13.  He  shall  promise  to  di:jcharge  the  trust  now  reposed  in  him 
with  diligence  aod  fidelity,  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  Students  ; 
that  he  will  not  only  endeavour  the  advancement  of  true  leaning, 
but  consult  the  good  of  the  College  in  every  other  respect ; 
that  he  will  promote  true  piety  and  godliness  by  his  example  and 
encouragement,  and  will  religiously  observe  the  Statutes  of  his 
Founder. 

Aod  lastly,  I  order  and  appoint  ten  pounds  per  annum  to  tbe 
Treasurer  for  tbe  lime  being,  for  bis  care  and  pains  in  keeping  the 
accounts  and  drawing  out  a  balance  every  andit.day  of  the  College, 
to  bo  sent  to  me  and  to  my  next  and  immediate  euccesaor  annually, 
tbe  Corporatioa  being  duljr  DOtified  who  tbe  said  luccesaor  is. 
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To  all  which  orders  and  appointmeDts,  above  written,  being 
designed  and  solemnly  dedicated  and  devoted  b;  me  to  the  glory  of 
God,  by  improving  the  minds  of  men  in  useful  knowledge,  I  set  my 
hand  and  seal  this  eighteenth  day  of  JannaTy,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  iwenty'siz. 

THOMAS  HOLUS.  [u  b.^ 
Signed,  letled  and  deliTsred 
in  preiencs  of  lu  : 

John  Hou^is,       Joshua  Hollis, 
•      RiGHASD  Sou.T,  John  Williams. 
'    The  above  Rales  and  Orders  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hollis,  Merchant 
of  London,  were  consented  to  and  approved  by  the  Corporation 
and  Overseers  of  Harvard  College  in  New  England. 

Sic  Teste  Hbnkt  Fltnt. 


The  instruction  in  the  sciences  enumerated  in  the  Statutes, 
as  coining  within  the  province  of  the  Hollis  Professor,  being  the 
whiAe  of  Pure  and  Mixed  Matbematicks,  has  been,  as  lar  back  as 
the  course  of  study  is  known,  divided  between  him  and  one  or 
more  Tutors. 


HANCOCK  PROFESSOR  OF  HEBREW  AND  OTHER  ORIGNTAI. 
LANGUAGES. 

Q^  of  a  Ltgaey  Uft  by  the  late  Him.  TAmnas  Haneoet,  Esq. 
of  Boston,  in  his  will,  to  Harvard  Colkgt,  A.  D.  17tiS. 

I  GIVE  unto  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College,  in 
Cambridge,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  order 
that  the  whole  income  be  applied  to  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
some  person,  who  shall  be  elected  by  the  President  and  Fellows 
with  the  approbation  and  consent  of  the  Overseers,  to  profess  and 
teach  the  Orienul  LKUguages,  especially  the  Hebrew,  in  said 
College. 

The  Professor  who  shall  receive  the  benefit  of  the  donation, 
shall  discharge  the  duties  of  his  profession  and  office  in  such 
manner,  and  according  to  such  rules  and  orders,  as  shall  he 
appointed  and  established  by  the  President  and  Fellows,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Overseers :  and  previous  to  his  induction  into  this 
office,  he  shall  declare  himself  to  be  of  the  Protestant  reformed 
leligion,  as  it  is  now  professed  and  practised  by  the  churches  in 
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New  England.  The  said  Professor  shall  also  he  removed  from 
his  office  at  the  discretion  or  the  President  and  Fellows,  and 
0»er»eer9  of  said  College,  for  the  time  being  ;  inasmuch  as  I  fully 
lely  on  their  wisdom  and  integTity,  that  this  will  never  be  done 
without  Bom«  very  good  and  sufficient  rsBSon. 

And  it  is  my  wilt,  that,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  my  decease, 
as  also  after  the  decease  or  removal  of  any  Profe>Bor  upon  this 
foundation,  the  President  and  Fellows  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
some  person  to  this  office  and  trust,  to  be  by  them  presented  to  the 
Overseers  for  their  approbation  and  consenL  But  if  the  Overseers 
■hall  apprehend  any  unreasonable  delay  in  this  matter,  in  that 
case  thej  may  proceed  by  themselves  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Professor. 

It  is  also  my  will,  that  all  the  income  of  this  donation  during  the 
time  fhe  Professorship  may  be  necessarily  and  unavoidably  vacant, 
shall  he  added  to  the  capital  sum,  for  the  better  support  and 
encouragement  of  succeeding  Professors. 


STATUTES  OF  THE  HANCOCK  PHOrESSOB. 

ThtfoUomng  draught  <if  Statutes,  RuUs,  and  Orders  for  the  Re- 
gulation of  the  Hancock  Prqfusor  passed  by  the  Corparation  at 
their  Meeting,  June  12,  1765,  wai  presented  to  the  Board  for 
their  Approbation,  and  consented  to  by  the  Overseers,  viz. 

Whereas  the  Honourable  Thomas  Hancock,  Esq.,  of  Boston, 
by  his  last  Will  and  Testament,  founded  a  Professorship  of  the 
Oriental  Languages,  especially  llie  Hebrew,  in  Harvard  College  in 
Cambridge,  and  left  it  to  the  President  and  Fellows  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Overseers,  to  appoint  and  establish  Rules  and  Orders 
for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  profession  and  office  ;  the 
following  Orders  were  accordingly  voted  by  the  President  and 
Fellows  June  13, 1765,  and  consented  to  by  the  Honourable  and 
Reverend  Overseers  on  the  11th  day  of  the  same  month. 

StiUutes,  Rules,  and  Orders  relating  to  the  Hancock  Professor  of 
Hebreu)  and  other  Oriental  Languages  in  Harvard  CoOege  in 
Cambridge. 

1.  The  Professor  shall  be  a  Master  of  Arts,  and  sufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  those  languages  which  he  is  to  teach,  especially  the 
Hebrew. 


n,g,i,..cb,.G00glc 


102]  APPENDIX. 

3.  That  hiH  proTiDCe  be  to  tnstnict  the  Students  in  the  Orienbd 
Languages,  especially  iu  the  Hebrew  and  Chaldee,  being  the  lan- 
guages in  which  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament  were 
written. 

3.  That  the  Professor  shall  read  once  a  week  (tim  esof  Tscation 
«xceptsd)  publicly  in  the  Chapel,  on  such  topics  relating  to  the 
languages  aforesaid,  as  he  shall  judge  most  necessary  and  asefuL 
In  which  public  lectures  he  shall  explain  the  particular  genios 
and  idiom  of  these  languages,  together  with  their  characteristio 
differences  from  one  another,  and  from  the  Occidental  languages 
and  shall  intersperse  such  curious  and  critical  remarks  as  majt 
occur,  tending  to  illustrate  the  oracles  of  God. 

4.  The  said  Professor  shall  also  hare  private  lectures,  at  such 
times  as  the  Corporation,  with  the  consent  of  the  Orerseers,  shall 
apptoint,  in  which  he  shall  lead  his  pupils  into  the  knowledge  of 
these  languages  in  a  more  familiar  way,  and  shall  endeavour  (o 
clear  such  difficulties  as  may  lie  upon  their  minds  relating  to  them. 

5.  The  aaid  Professor  shall  set  apart  two  or  three  hours  in  every 
week,  to  instruct  such  of  his  pupils  as  shall  desire  it,  in  a  more 
private  way,  in  the  oriental  languages  besides  those  above  speci- 
fied, viz.  —  the  Samaritan,  the  Syriac,  and  the  Arabic 

6.  The  said  Professor  while  in  that  office  shall  not  take  on  him 
the  pastoral  office  in  any  Church,  nor  follow  any  other  employ- 
ment that  shall  interfere  with  his  profession,  nor  be  obliged  to  any 
Other  attendance  in  the  College  than  the  above  mentioned  puUic 
and  private  lectures. 

7.  The  said  Professor  shall  always  be  elected  by  the  President 
and  Fellows,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Overseers,  and  shall  ai 
all  limes  be  under  the  care  and  inspection  of  the  President  and 
Fellows,  with  the  Overseers,  and  shall  also  be  removed  ftam  his 
office  at  the  discretion  of  the  President  and  Fellows  and  Overseers 
of  said  College  for  the  time  being.  But  this  shall  never  be  done 
without  some  very  good  and  sufficient  reason. 

8.  After  the  decease  or  removal  of  any  Professor  upon  this  foun- 
dation, the  President  and  Fellows  shall  proceed,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  to  the  choice  of  some  person  to  this  office  and  trust ;  to  be  by 
them  presented  to  the  Overseers  for  their  approbation  and  coosenL 
But  if  the  Overseers  shall  apprehend  any  unreasonable  delay  in 
this  matter,  Id  that  case  they  may  proceed  by  themselves  to  the 

.  appointment  of  a  Profeasor. 
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D.  On  the  da;  of  iniu^ration,  and  previoas  to  bis  induction 
into  his  office,  the  Profesaor  shall  publicl;,  in  the  presence  of  the 
ReTsrend  the  President  and  Fellows,  and  of  the  Honourable  and 
Reverend  Overseers,  agreeabl;  to  the  express  will  of  his  Founder, 
declare  himself  to  be  of  the  Protestsnt  reformed  religion,  as  it 
is  now  pTofeHsed  and  practised  by  the  Churches  in  New  England. 

10.  At  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  presence,  he  Bhall  pro- 
mise to  discharge  the  trusts  now  reposed  in  hitn  with  diligence  and 
fidelity,  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  Students,  and  that  he  will  not 
only  endeavour  the  advancement  of  true  learning,  but  consult  the 
good  of  the  College  in  every  other  respect ;  and  that  he  will  pro- 
mote true  piety  and  godliness  bj  his  own  example  and  encaurage- 
meot. 

11.  Lastly,  The  above  statutes  shall  be  subject  to  such  altei^ 
ations  and  additions  from  time  to  time,  consistent  with  the  will  of 
the  Founder,  u  the  Corporation  with  the  consent  of  the  OTcraeera 
shall  Me  eanse  to  make. 


ALFORO  PROFESSOR  OF  NATURAl,  RGUGION,  IfORAL 
PHILOSOPHY,  AMD  CIVIL  POUTT. 

Particular  tppropriotioa  of  the  monies  paid  out  of  the  estate  of 
the  late  Hon.  John  Alford  of  Charlestown,  Esq.,  by  the  Hon. 
Edmund  Trowbridge,  Esq.,  and  Richard  Cary,  Eb<^,  executors  (^ 
his  last  will  and  testament 

"  Know  all  men,  that  whereas  we,  Edmund  Trowbridge  of 
Cambridge,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  Esq.,  and  Richard  Cary 
of  Charlestown  in  said  county,  Esq.,  executors  of  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  the  Hon.  John  Affocd,  late  of  Charlentown  aforesaid, 
Esq.,  deceased,  did,  at  several  times  between  the  fifteenth  day  of 
March,  A.  D.,  176&,  and  the  first  day  of  June,  A.  D.,  1782,  put 
into  the  Treasory  of  Harvard  College  in  Cambridge  thirteen  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two  pounds  eight  shillings  and  fivo  pence,  lawful 
money,  part  of  the  said  Alfbrd's  estate,  to  be  by  their  Treasurer 
let  out  and  hept  upon  interest,  and  the  growiug  interest  added  to 
the  [ffincipal  yearly,  until  such  a  capital  shoold  be  raised,  as  that 
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th«  intereit  thereof  would  be  efficient  to  mpport  in  mid  Cdlege 
a  Professor  of  «on>e  particnlar  scieocc  of  public  utility,  aod  then 
to  be  regularly  appropriated  to  that  use  ;  and  whereas  bj  reasoo 
of  the  late  war,  and  the  evils  that  attended  it,  this  is  not  jet  done, 
and  there  is  no  probability  of  such  a  capita)  being  so  raised  during 

"  We  do  therefore  now  appropriate  the  said  thirteen  handred 
and  sixtj-two  pooDds  eight  shillings  and  fire  pence,  and  the  in- 
terest thereof  in  the  said  Treasury,  (o  and  for  the  support  of  a 
Professor  of  Natural  Religion,  Mpral  Philosophy,  end  Civil  Polity, 
in  the  said  College  for  ever,  whose  principal  duty  it  shall  be,  by 
lectures  aod  private  instruction f  to  demonstrate  the  existence  of  a 
Deity  or  First  Cause,  to  prove  and  illustrate'  his  essential  attributes, 
both  natural  and  moral,  to  evince  and  explain  his  providence  snd 
government,  together  with  the  doctrine  of  a  future  state  of  rewards 
and  puniahments ;  also  to  deduce  and  enforce  the  obligations 
which  man  is  under  to  his  Maker,  and  the  duties  which  be  owes 
him,  resnlting  from  the  perfections  of  the  Deity,  sod  fi:om  his  own 
rational  nature  ;  together  with  the  most  important  duties  of  social 
life  ;  resulting  from  the  several  relations  which  men  mntaally  bear 
to  each  other ;  and  likewise  the  several  duties  which  respect  our- 
selves, founded  not  only  in  our  own  interest,  bat  also  in  the  will 
of  God;  interspersing  the  whole  with  remarks,  showing  the  coin- 
cidence between  the  doctrines  of  Revelation  and  the  dictates  of 
reason,  in  these  important  points ;  and  lastly,  notwithstanding  this 
coincidence,  to  stale  the  absolute  necessity  and  vast  ntility  of  a 
Divine  Revelation. 

"  He  shall  also  read  a  distinct  course  of  lectures  upon  that 
branch  of  Moral  Philosophy  which  respects  the  application  of  the 
Law  of  Nature  to  nations  and  their  relative  rights  and  duties ;  and 
also,  on  the  absolute  necessity  of  civil  government  in  some  form, 
and  the  reciprocal  rights  and  duties  of  magistrates  aod  of  the 
people,  resalting  from  the  social  compact ;  and  also  on  the  various 
forms  of  government  which  have  existed  or  may  exist  in  the  world, 
pointing  out  their  respective  advantages  and  disadvantages,  and 
what  form  of  government  is  best  adapted  to  promote  the  greatest 
happiness  of  mankind. 

"  And  to  the  end  that  a  regular  and  systematical  division  of  the 
foregoing  subjects,  and  of  all  the  other  branches  of  science,  which 
come  under  this  Institution,  may  be  had  and  preserved,  as  well  as 
a  due  proportion  of  time  devoted  to  each,  it  is  declared,  that  the 
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s&id  Professcv  shall  be  under  the  control  of  the  Preeldent,  Fetlom, 
and  Oreneera  of  the  said  College,  who  ma;  from  time  to  time 
give  such  directions  relative  thereto,  as  the;  shall  judge  fit  and 
proper,  and  as  shall  be  consistent  with  the  rules  and  orders  of  this 
Institution. 

"  The  said  Profeseor  shall  read  his  lectures  on  Natural  Religion 
4o  all  the  four  classes  of  Undergraduates;  those  on  Moral  Philoso- 
phy to  the  two  Junior  Classes,  and  those  on  Civil  Polity  to  the 
Senior  Class  only ;  provided  nevertheless,  that  the  Officers  of  the 
College,  and  resident  Graduates,  as  likewise  such  other  gentlemen 
as  the  Corporation  shall  permit,  shall  have  a  right  to  attend  all  or  , 
any  of  the  lectures  aforementioned. 

"  Such  Professor  shall  be  chosen  by  the  President  and  Fellows, 
and  approved  by  the  Overseers  of  the  said  College,  when  there 
shall  in  their  judgment  be  a  sufficient  fund  for  his  support,  raised 
either  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  or  for  the  present  with  the  assi»> 
tance  of  the  College  or  otherwise,  until  he  can  properly  be  su[^ 
ported  in  the  manner  first  proposed.  But  notwithstanding  such 
temporary  assistance,  the  said  John  Alford,  Esq.,  shall  be  deemed 
and  considered  as  the  Founder  of  this  Profesaorsbip,  and  the  Pro- 
fessor shall  be  called  the  Alford  Professor  of  Natural  Religion, 
Moral  Philosophy,  and  Ciril  Polity. 

"  And  we  do  hereby  institote  and  appoint,  that  the  said  Profosaor 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require,  be  elected  by  the 
President  and  Fellows,  and  approved  by  the  Overseers  of  the  said 
College  ;  that  he  shall  be  a  Master  of  Arts,  and  bear  the  character 
of  a  learned,  pious,  and  honest  man ;  that  he  shall  be  at  all  times 
under  the  care  and  inspection  of  the  said  President,  Fellows,  and 
Overseers,  wbo  shall  order  and  appoint  the  times  and  places  for 
reading  his  public  and  private  lectures,  and  see  that  the  Profossor 
duly  attend  the  business  of  his  office,  and  faithfully  discharge  the 
trust  aforesaid,  reposed  in  him  ;  and  as  a  regular  and  faithful  dis- 
charge thereof  will  be  sufficient  to  employ  his  whole  time  and 
thoughts,  he  shall  i^ot,  while  he  holds  the  said  office,  be  a  pastor 
or  teacher  of  any  church  or  congregation,  or  an  iustructer  in  any 
other  science ;  that  the  said  Professor  shall  hold  his  office  during 
fals  good  behaviour,  and  that  he  be  removable  from  it  by  the  said 
President,  Fellows,  and  Overseers,  for  want  of  ability  to  execute 
the  trust,  or  for  misbehaviour  in  the  office,  or  for  immoral  and 
scandalous  behaviour  out  of  it. 
14  t 
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"  Thst  the  Profeaaor,  on  ths  da;  of  his  Inan^ntioa,  shall,  in 
the  presence  of  the  President,  Fellows,  and  Overseers  of  the  said 
College,  profess  and  declare  himself  lo  be  of  the  Protestant  Re* 
filmed  Religion,  and  a  member  of  a  Protestant  cborch,  and  shall 
promise  to  discharge  with  diligence  and  fidelity  the  sacred  tmst 
aJoresaid  reposed  in  faim ;  that  he  will  endeavour,  as  well  bj  his 
example  as  otherwue,  to  enconrage  and  proomte  Tirtoe,  tnw  le- 
ligion,  and  pietj ;  and  that  be  will  religioudy  obserre  the  afbtesud 
Institnles  of  ths  Founder  of  this  Professcwsbip. 

"  That  npoa  the  death  or  removal  of  a  Professor,  the  vscBney 
sbidl  be  filled  up  by  the  President,  Fellows,  and  Overseers  (in  the 
■aim  manner  as  the  former  Professor  was  appointed)  with  a  person 
in  all  napecta  tjualified  for  the  office,  and  prepared  as  aforesaid  to 


"  Witness  our  hands  and  seals  this  eighteenth  da;  of  February, 
A.  D.  1789. 

EDMnND  TROWBRmOE,  [l.  ■-] 
RICHARD  CARY,  [t_  ».}" 

StpiBd,  Haled,  and  d«Iiver«d, 
inpiewDMof 

JomFoxmon,        K,  tl»  »id  T™.briJ|iO. 
Jakes  Fillebrotn,  ) 


In  confermitj  to  the  Smgoing  lastitation  a  Professor  was  first 
Aown,  A.  D.,  1817. 


■  Google 
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Na  XVn.    (p,  153.) 


ACCODNT  OF  MX.  HOLUB. 


[From  tho  Boston  WMklyNews'Letta,  Thnndaj,  ApiH  15-93, 1731.} 

"  BostM,  April  14, 1731. 

"  Wherau  nme  of  tbe  good  people  of  our  coontry,  pioiulj  dia- 
poeed  to  honor  the  memory  of  our  late  great  and  generoas  bene- 
factor, ThomaB  Hollia,  Esq.,  of  Loodon,  hare  earnestly  desired  to 
be  informed  what  the  benefactioas  of  Hr.  Hollis  to  the  Collie 
have  been,  to  what  sum  they  amount,  and  how  he  came  to  sbow 
OS  the  kindness  of  God  as  he  baa  done.  It  la  therefore  tbought  fit 
to  insert  the  fiillowing  account  (bowe* er  imperfect)  in  this  public 
ptper. 

"  When  the  Rev.  Dr.  Increase  Mather  was  agent  for  tbe  Pror- 
incQ  in  Loodon,  Anno  1600,  he  was  known  in  hia  eharaoter  <^ 
Presidsnt  or  Rector  of  Harrard  College  to  Mr.  Hollis,  who  then 
told  bim  that  be  purposed  to  lemember  said  Cdlege  in  his  will, 
which  WW  no  doabt  gratefully  accepted  and  encouraged  by  Mr. 
Mather. 

"  Accordingly  Hr.  Hollis  put  down  in  his  will  one  hondred 
pounds  sterling  to  the  said  College  whenefer  be  should  die ;  and 
■0  it  stood  till  about  the  year  1717,  or  1718. 

"  At  which  time  it  pleased  Ood  to  incline  He.  Hollis  to  be  his 
own  executor,  and  he  sent  over  the  said  sum  to  tbe  College,  and 
Mr.  Craddoek  paid  three  hundred  pounds  our  money  to  Mr.  Treas- 
urer White. 

"  At  the  same  time  the  good  Proridenee  of  Ood  had  ordered  it 
that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Benjamin  Colman  of  Boston,  then  one  of  the 
Rererend  Corporation,  bad  for  about  two  years  corresponded  with 
Mr.  John  Hollis,  a  worthy  gentleman  in  London,  in  behalf  of  two 
poor  orphans,  a  minister's  daughters,  who  named  him  to  Hr.  Col- 
man  as  their  father's  firiend. 

*'  Hr.  Colman  being  then  to  write  to  Hr,  John  Hollis  just  as  the 
gift  of  Ur.  Thomas  Hollis  came  to  hand,  be  naturally  was  led  lo 
obserre  to  him  how  one  of  his  name  had  surprised  as  with  hia 
■  and  boun^. 
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" '  It  may  be  (added  Mr.  Ctdman)  the  gentleman  maj  be 
known  to  you,  or  may  be  related  to  yon  ;  and  if  it  ehoald  so  hap- 
pen, I  would  pray  you  to  give  him  my  thanka,  being  one  of  the 
present  GoTernors  of  the  ColJege,  and  [let]  him  see  the  following 
account  of  it.' 

"  In  this  [letter]  Mr.  Colman  was  directed  by  Qod  to  infomi  oar 
benebctor,  of  whom  and  his  principles  he  waa  utterly  igDwint, 
'  That  the  sons  of  parents.  Episcopal  in  their  judgment,  or  Baptists, 
were  equally  received,  ibstrncted,  and  graduated  in  oar  little  Acad- 
emy, as  well  as  those  of  our  own  Profession,  Congregational  or 
Preebylerian.' 

"  This,  and  some  other  things  in  Mr.  Colman's  letter,  happened 
to  Bute  and  please  Mr.  Hollia,  who  was  in  judgment  against  InlaDt 
Baptism  ;  but  so  catholic  in  his  temper  and  practice,  that  he  waa 
member  in  full  communion  at  Pinners-Hall  in  London,  an  eminent 
Church  there  of  the  Congregational  denomination. 

"  Mr.  John  HcJlis  was  own  brother  to  Tboross,  our  bene&ctor ; 
and  when  he  receired  Mr.  Colman's  letter  he  gave  it  to  his  brother, 
who  immediately  began  his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Cdman, 
telling  him,  *  that  the  account  he  had  gireD  him  of  the  College 
pleased  him  bo  much,  that  he  had  sent  over  two  hundred  pmmds 
more  for  the  College  towards  the  support  of  poor  Stndents  in  il' 
And  Mr.  Treasurer  that  year  (1719)  receired  six  hundred  pounds 
more,  in  addition  to  the  first  three  hundred. 

"  Mr.  Colman  could  not  but  return  a  very  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment for  so  great  a  bounty  as  nine  himdred  pounds  received.  But 
in  his  letter  he  happened  to  say,  that  if  he  oonld  have  imagined  so 
great  a  bounty  from  any  gentleman  to  the  College,  he  should  have 
wished  it  might  have  been  a  fbnndalion  for  a  Professor  of  Di- 
vinity, which  should  have  borne  the  benefactor's  name  to  aB 
posterity  among  us,  by  the  will  of  God. 
•  *'  Hr.  Hotlis  answered  '  with  wonder,  that  we  bad  not  a  Profes- 
sor  of  Divinity  before  that  day,'  and  prayed  to  be  immediately  in- 
formed *  what  would  be  a  meet  stipend  or  salary  for  one  ? ' 

"  But  before  the  Corporation's  answer  could  reach  him  he  had 
shipped  oIT  more  goods  to  the  College  Treasurer,  which  arrived 
safely,  to  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  of  our  money. 

"  He  then  informed  Hr.  President  Leverett  and  the  Corporation, 
that  his  purpose  was,  if  God  pleased,  to  have  ten  Students  in  the 
College  who  should  yearly  and  for  erer  receire  ten  pounds  each ; 
and  would  allow  eighty  pounds  per  annam  for  a  Professor  of  Divin- 


n,g,t,7.cbyGOOglC 


APPENDIX.  lOd] 

Uy  }  and  ten  pounds  per  nnum  to  the  Tieasorar  of  the  College 
for  bis  eare  and  tionble  in  keeping  hia  accoonts  diatinct;  and  fire 
pounda  more  yearlj  for  incidental  chnrgea  or  deficiencies.  And 
then  his  bounty  amounted  lo  one  handred  and  ninety-fire  pounda 
per  auQum. 

"  Mr.  Hollis  at  the  aanie  time  wrote,  in  seTerai  letters,  to  Hi. 
Colman  about  a  Professor  of  tbe  Mathematics  and  of  Natural  and 
Experimental  Fhilosophy,  that  it  was  much  upon  his  heart  to  get 
one  In  out  College ;  and  within  the  compass  of  a  few  years  he 
sent  over  moneys  tot  this  fbundatioD  also,  and  Sud  his  stipend 
also  at  eighty  pounds  per  annum.  And  because  this  was  an  iiH 
crease  of  Mr.  Treasurer's  labour,  he  added  another  ten  pounds 
per  annum  for  him.  And  so  bis  bounty  stands  at  two  huadred 
eighty  and  fire  pounds  per  annum. 

"  But  besides  these  noble  foundations,  he  has  added  many  other 
TaluaUe  giAs.  His  Apparatus  for  his  Professor  of  Experimental 
Pbiloeophy  cost  him  one  handred  and  twenty  (ot  fifty,  I  know  not 
which)  pounds  sterling.  His  Hebrew  and  Greek  types  sent  lo  tbe 
College  cost  him  forty  pounda  sterling.  But  bow  much  the  maoy 
small  boxes  of  books  which  he  sent  over  to  the  library  cost  him,  be 
himself  only  knew.  I  suppose  the  College  may  well  estimate  'em 
at  several  hundred  pounda  our  mtmey.  But  many  of  these  books 
be  let  us  know  were  given  by  his  friends,  though  all  of  his  pro- 
cnring  for  us.  To  all  be  added  his  Picture  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
President  LeTerett  and  Hr.  Colman. 

"  If  the  foregoing  account  may  gratify  our  inquisitire  fi'iends, 
do  honor  to  our  deceased  benefactor,  stop  the  mouths  of  the  en- 
rioua,  and  stir  up  others  to.  do  good,  hoping  for  nothing  again, 
I  shall  not  repent  the  little  pains  of  this  extract." 


The  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  1781,  contains  tbcr  fbUowing 
anecdote  of  Hollis : 

"  Mr.  Hollis  employed  Mr.  Pingo  U»  cut  a  nnmber  of  emble- 
matical derices,  such  as  '  the  Caduceus  of  Mercury,  tbe  Wand  of 
EBCulapiua,  the  Owl,  the  Cap  of  Liberty,'  &c. ;  and  these  devices 
were  to  adorn  the  backs,  and  sometimes  the  aides  of  books. 
When  patriotism  animated  a  wor'k,  instead  of  nnmeaning  orna- 
ments on  the  binding,  he  adorned  with  caps  of  liberty.  When 
wisdom  filled  tbe  page,  the  owl's  majesty  bespoke  the  conteots. 
The  cadaceas  pointed  out  the  works  of  eloquence ;  and.tbe  wand 
of  EscolapioawtB  a  signal  of  good  medicines,  &c. 
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"  Tbe  difiWent  emblems  were  osed  on  tbe  same  book  wbea 
ponetsed  of  difieient  merits ;  and  to  express  his  diBapprobuioD 
of  the  whole,  or  parts  of  any  work,  tbe  figure  or  figures  were 
iarened.  Thus  each  ooTer  exhibited  a  critique  on  the  book,  end 
WIS  a  proof  that  thej  were  not  kept  for  show,  as  he  most  read 
before  be  could  judge.  Read  this,  ye  admirers  of  gilded  books, 
and  imitate." 


It  should  also  be  remembered  with  gratitade,  that,  not  con- 
tent with  giTiug  himself,  Mr.  Hollis  procured  valuable  donations 
from  others ;  and  that,  in  addition  to  his  unexampled  liberali^  to 
the  College,  he  contributed  towards  the  promotioa  of  charitaUe 
and  religious  objects  io  New  England  not  less  than  ^1000  ster- 
ling. At  tbe  same  time  his  bonotj  was  copiousi/  and  exteasivdy 
diffiiaed  in  his  own  country. 
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No.  XVIIL     (p.  238.) 

The  rekder  will  hare  seen,  in  the  note  on  page  238  of  this  hi^ 
tor^i  an  account  of  the  Eiamiaation  for  admissioD  into  the  UniTei- 
ritj,  in  the  year  1742,  while  PresideDt  Uoljoke  was  in  office,  a> 
extracted  from  the  MS.  Diary  of  his  aon,  the  late  Dr.  Holjoke. 
The  fbUowiDg  paper  is  &  specimen  of  the  public  Disputation's  at 
CommeDcement,  during  the  same  presidencf . 

[From  "  The  American  Hsgazine  and  Historical  Chronicle.  171^  1744." 
Bto.  Boston.    1744.] 

dDEirriONE   FOB  THB   CLIBS   OF   1740, 

Qiueatiooea  pro  modulo  discuti-  Questions  methodically  to  be 
endn,  BnbRevereodoD.  Edvardo  discussed  by  the  Candidates  for 
Bolyoke,  Collegii  HaiTardiai,  the  Degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  in 
qoodeet,  Di?iDaProTidentia,CaiH  Public  Assembly,  under  the  Rer^ 
tabrigiK  NoT-Anglonim,  Prsside.  erend  Mr.  Edward  Holyoke, 
In  Comitiis  publicia  a  Laares  Presidentof  Harvard  College,  by 
Megiatralis  Candidatis :  Pridie  divine  Providence,  at  Cambridge 
nonarum  qnintilis,  udcczliii.        in  New  England,  on  the  6th  of 

July,  A.  D.  1743. 
L  An    Fidei    Confessio   verbis   I.  WbetheraConfessionofFaith 
mere  humanis  declaranda  sit.        may    be    declared    in    words 
Affirmat  reqnndens  merely  humane  I 

Thomas  Princt.  Affirmed  by  Tbonuu  Prince. 

IL  jIn  omms  Simulatio  sit  Vttt-   II.  Whether  every  Dissimulation 
MM.  be  a  Vice  T 

Negat  tespondens  Dmy'd  by  Benjamin  SteTens. 

J3«n}iifli in  Stevens. 
U2.  An  Solidorum  Dissolutlo  in    III.  Whether  the  Dissolution  of 
Henstruis    per     Attractionem       Solids  in  corrosive  IJquors  be 
peificiatur.  performed  by  Attraction  T 

Affirmat  respondeos  Affirmed  by  Samuel  Oaj. 

Samuel  Gay. 
IV.  An  privau  Utilitas,  oltimus   IV.  Whether PriTateProfitooght 
Actionnm  Moralium  Finis  esse      to  be  the  chief  End  of  Honl 
debeat  Actions  1 

N^t  reqiondens  Deiiy'd  by  George  Bethone. 

Georgiut  Betktine. 
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V.  An  sapremo  Hagistrstni  le- 
sistere  ticeat,  «  aliter  servari 
Respublica  cequit. 

Affirmat  respondens 

Samuel  Adams, 

VI.  Ad  omniB  Hotio  M  Sensatio 
uiimalis  Nerrorum  Motu  pe- 
ragantur. 

Affirmat  respondens 

Johannes  Oibbiiis. 

VII.  Ad  Imperium  Civile  ex 
Pactis  oriatur. 

Affirmat  respondeiiH 

Samael  Dovme. 

VIII.  A*  ex  Operibus,  Sanctijl- 
calioiti  eomitantibas,  optimc 
exquiratur  Justifiealio. 

Affirmat  reapondens 

Stuuuel  WJ^te. 

IX.  Ad  Obligatio  ad  Virtutem 
in  kbstractis  Rerum  Relationi- 
bos  fundetur. 

Affirmat  respondens 

Samuel  Ome. 

X.  An  quffilibet  Cultus  Divini 
Forma,  Reipublics  nullo  inodo 
incommoda,  sit  omniDO  tole- 
raoda. 

Affirmat  reapondens 

Johannes  Ntuiman. 

XI.  An  lisec  Regula  [Quod  du- 
hiias  ne  feeeris]  sit,  in  rebns 
moral  i  bus,  admittenda. 

Affirmat  respondens 

Samuel  Hendiey. 
Xn.  An    Intellectua    humanus 
Divine  Fidei  Mensura  ail. 
Negat  respondens 

Jonathan  Hoar. 
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V.  Whether  it  be  lawful  to  resist 
the  Supream  Magistrate,  if  the 
Common  Wealth  cannot  other- 
wise be  preeerred  T 

AffinCd  by  Samuel  Adams. 

VI.  Whether  all  Animal  Motion 
and  Sensation  be  performed  hj 
the  Motion  of  the  NerresT 

A^rmed  by  John  Gibbins. 

VII.  Whether  Ciril  Government 
ariaelh  out  of  Contract  T 

Affirmed  by  Samuel  Downe. 

VIII.  Whether  Justification  be 
best  discovered  bj  Works  at- 
tending Sanctificatioa  T 

Affirmed  by  Samuel  White. 

IX.  Whether  the  Obligation  to 
Virtue  be  founded  in  the  Ab- 
stract Relations  of  Things  T 

Affirmed  by  Samuel  Orne. 

X  Whether  every  Form  of  Di- 
vine Worship  may  be  univer- 
sally luierated,  in  no  manner 
incommoding  the  public  good? 
Affirmed  by  John  Newman. 

XI.  Whether  this  Rule  [What 
thou  doubtest  do  not]  may  be 
admitted  in  Morality  1 
Affirmed  by  Samael  Hendlej. 

XIL  Whether  the  Humane  In- 
tellect be  the  Measure  of  Di- 
vine Faith  T 
Deny'd  by  Jonathan  Hoar. 
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Xni.  Aa    Voluntas  Dei  ait  sola 
et  adsquata  moraltum  Actio- 
nam  Norma. 
Affiimat  respoudens 

Samuel  Hale, 

XIV.  AnConscientiaiDTiocibili- 
ter  erroaea  sit  inculpabilis. 

Affirmat  respondens 

Nathaniel  SneB. 

XV.  An  Scriplura  ertdendi  et 
agendi  sit  Norma  ptrfecta  et 

Affinnat  respondens 

Samuel  Langdon. 

XVI.  An  Religio  Christiana 
Vi  et  Armia  propaganda  sit. 

Negat  Tespandeaa. 

Jacobus  Hooey. 

XVII.  An  detur  Jus  Gentium  a 
Jure  Nature  dbtinctum. 

Affinnat  respondens 

Josepkus  Davis. 

XVIII.  An  Peccata  prieterita  et 
fatura  aimul  remittautur.  ^ 

Negat  lespondens 

Amarias  Frost. 

XIX.  An  Spiritus  Sancti  Opera- 
tic in  Meote  sit  Causa  natu- 
raiia  impropria  Erroris. 

Affirmat  lespondens 

&/lvimus  Conant. 
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XIII.  Whether  the  Will  of  Qod 
be  the  ool;  and  adequate  Rule 
of  Moral  Actions? 

Affirmed  by  Samuel  Hale. 

XIV.  Whether  a  Conscience  in- 
Tinctbl;     erroneous    may    be 


Affirmed  by  Nathaniel  Siiell. 

XV.  Whether  the  Scriplurea  be 
the  perfect  and  only  Rule  of 
Believing  and  Acting? 

Affirmed  hy  Samuel  Langdon. 

XVI.  Whether  the  Christian  Re- 
ligion may  be  propagated  by 
Force  and  Arms  ? 

Deny'd  by  James  Hovej. 

XVII.  Whether  the  Law  of  Nar 
tioas  be  diatinct  firom  the  Law 
of  Nature  ? 

Affirmed  by  Joseph  Davis. 

XVIII.  Whether  Past  and  Fu- 
ture Sins  are  forgiven  at  the 

same  time  t 
Deny'd  by  Amarias  Frost. 

XIX.  Whether  the  Operations 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  Mind 
may  be  the  improper  Cause  of 
Natural  Errors'! 

Affirmed  by  Sylvanus  Conant 
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■EHONBTSANOH    AOAINST    THE   EHTABLISHHENT  OP    A  COLLEOB  IN 
BAHPSHIBB   CODNTX. 

May  it  pUast  your  Excelkacy, 

(I.)  We  beg  leaTfl  to  observe  that  HaTvaid  College  was  originally 
founded  bj  our  Forefathers,  with  a  laudable  view  to  the  general 
intarest  of  learning  and  religion  in  this  country ;  and  that  this 
is  properly  the  College  of  the  GoTernment,  it  having  been  eatah- 
lished  and  all  along  patronized  and  supported  by  the  Legislature. 
For  BO  early  as  the  year  1642,  the  General  Court  manifested  their 
great  concern  for  its  prosperity  and  for  accomplishing  the  important 
end  of  this  inslitation  by  constituting  the  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor  for  the  time  being,  all  the  Magistrates  (or  Councillors)  of 
this  jurisdiction  with  the  teaching  Elders  (or  Congregational  Miit- 
istera)  of  Boston,  and  five  other  nest  adjoining  towns,  and  the 
President  of  said  College  for  the  time  being,  the  Overseers  and 
Guardians  of  it.  This  shows  the  sense  they  had  of  its  importance, 
and  that  they  considered  the  common  public  good  as  closely  con- 
nected with  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  this  seminary  of  learning. 
And  the  charter  of  the  College,  granted  afterwards  in  1650,  refers 
to  the  said  Overseers,  as  being  legally  entrusted  with  the  care  and 
supeiintendence  thereof;  which  charier  was  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses confirmed  in  and  by  the  royal  charter  of  William  and  Mary, 
granted  to  this  province  in  the  third  year  of  their  reign, 

(2.)  The  said  Overseers  have  accordingly  from  first  to  last, 
superintended  the  afiairs  of  the  College  ;  having  taken  care,  while 
a  general  liberty  was  allowed  for  Christians  of  difiereot  denomina- 
tions to  send  their  children  thither,  and  the  rights  of  conscience 
were  duly  preserved,  that  the  rules,  laws,  and  orders  of  the  Society 
should  be  such  as  tended  to  promote  substantial  learning  and  good 
religious  principles  and  morals,  in  conformity  to  the  generous, 
pious,  and  extensive  views  of  the  Government  in  its  establishment, 
viz.  the  education  of  the  ''  youth  of  this  country  in  knowledge  and 
godliness  ;"  as  it  is  expressed  in  the  College  Charter  before  refer- 
red to.  And  the  saiil  Overseers  have  from  lime  to  time  interested 
themselves  in  all  tiie  important  concerns  of  the  College;  using 
their  endeavours  that  the  true  designs  of  this  Institution  might  be 
answered,  and  guarding  against  whatever  had  an  apparent  tendency 
to  counteract  and  defeat  them. 
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(3.)  In  conbrmit;  to  which  laudable  example,  as  well  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  trust  reposed  in  us  by  the  Go?eniineiit,  we  think 
ourselves  obliged,  bj*  all  lawful  and  honorable  meana,  to  promote 
the  interests  of  said  College,  and  lo  proretit  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  anj 
thing  which  would  certainly  or  very  probably  be  detrimental  to  it. 
And  we  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  iii  the  capacity  of  Overseers 
we  not  only  may  with  the  utmost  propriety,  but  are  in  duty  bound, 
as  far  aa  decency  will  allow,  to  appear  in  opposition  to  any  proposal, 
which  either  directly  interferes  with  the  good  of  the  Collie  in 
Cambridge,  or  which  in  our  apprehension  would  be  prejadicial  to 
the  general  interest  of  literature  and  religion  ''in  this  country." 
Neither  do  we  well  know  how  to  separate  the  real  proper  interests 
of  the  College  from  what  the  government  originally  declared,  and 
is  known  to  be  the  important  end  of  its  establishment. 

(4.)  Your  Eicellency  will  permit  us  farther  to  say,  in  conformity 
to  these  sentiments,  that  we  were  not  a  little  alarmed  for  the  Col- 
lege under  our  care,  when  we  first  heard  of  a  proposal  for  founding 
a  College  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  and  of  a  petition  preferred 
to  the  Goveroment  for  a  charter  to  that  end.  And  it  touched  ua 
with  a  very  sensible  sorrow,  to  understand  afterwards,  when  the 
said  petition  would  not  pass  the  General  Court,  that  your  Excel- 
lency had  gratified  the  petitioners,  by  preparing  a  charter  in  his 
Majesty's  name  for  the  gnneral  purpose  aforesaid.  With  the  valid- 
ity or  legality  of  which  charter,  supposing  it  actually  to  issue,  we 
do  not  now  concern  ourselves  ;  being  very  sensible,  as  your  £xcei- 
lency  intimated  to  ns  on  a  late  occasion,  that  whatover  our  thoughts 
may  be  «s  to  that  point,  it  does  not  belong  to  ua  as  Overseers  of  the 
College  to  declare  them,  or  to  dispute  your  Excellency's  authority 
to  grant  charters. 

(5.)  Bui  waving  (his  matter,  as  being  beside  our  proper  business 
in  this  capacity,  we  take  the  liberty  to  declare  it  as  our  opinion, 
that  the  founding  another  College,  in  this  province,  would  not  only 
be  quite  unnecessary,  but  really  prejudicial  to  Harvard  College,  and 
to  the  common  interest  of  learning  and  religion  in  the  country  — 
That  establishing  another  College  exactly,  or  nearly  upon  tke  saae 
footing  with  that  at  Cambridge,  so  as  to  interfere  with  it,  or  super- 
sede the  occasion  for  sending  youth  to  it  from  other  parts  of  the 
province,  would  he  of  bad  consequence  in  divers  respects,  we  need 
not  labor  to  prove,  your  Excellency  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  Over- 
seers having  declared  yourself  so  fully  to  that  effect. 

(6.)  We  are  farther  of  opinion,  with  all  proper  deference  to  your 
Excellency,  that  there  is  no  real  difference  between  a  College  and 
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a  Collegiate  School,  particnluly  snch  an  one  as  ia  proposed  in 
the  coDDty  of'  Hampshire ;  ami  that  such  an  institation  there, 
agreeably  to  the  riews  of  the  persons  who  lately  applied  to  jou  for 
a  charter,  and  according  to  the  express  tenor  of  the  charter  itoell^ 
which  your  Excellency  had  prepared  to  that  end,  would  be  to  all 
intents  founding,  not  only  a  real  College,  but  a  rival  to  that  at  Cam- 
bridge; one,  whose  interesU  would  iatetfere  very  essentially  with 
those  of  the  latter,  and  consequently  a  College,  which  instead  of 
being  any  ways  Bubservient  or  useful,  would  be  highly  detrimental 
to  it.  Although,  from  the  concern  which  you  have  heretofore  man- 
ifested for  the  prosperity  of  Harvard  College,  and  from  your  latQ 
repeated  declarations  to  that  purpose,  we  believe  it  was  far  from  your 
Excellency's  intention  to  do  a  real  prejudice  thereto.  But  thatthe 
founding  such  a  College,  or  Collegiate  School,  in  Hampnhire  (we 
suppose.  Sir,  it  is  quite  immaterial  by  which  name  it  is  called), 
would  really  be  an  essential  detriment  to  Harvard  College,  we  think 
evident  from  the  following  considerations. 

(7.)  The  known,  acknowledged  design  of  the  few  gentlemen, 
who  lately  made  application  for  a  charter,  and  who  pressed  that 
affair  so  warmly  was,  to  found  such  a  seminary  of  learning  as 
should  to  all  intents  answer  the  ends  of  a  College ;  one,  in  which 
the  education  of  youth  in  that  pan  of  the  country  might  be  com- 
pleted, without  their  being  seut  to  Cambridge  for  that  purpose, 
which  they  represented  as  inconvenient  and  very  expensive  ;  this 
design  they  did  not  even  pretend  to  disguise,  but  openly  professed 
from  the  first.  And  there  is  sufficient  reason  to  think,  that  they 
would  not  even  have  accepted,  much  less  so  importunately  desired,! 
charter  only  for  an  inferior  School ;  aflcr  having  all  the  advantages  of 
which,  it  should  be  thought  necessary  for  their  youth  to  come  and  re- 
side at  Cambridge,  though  but  a  year  or  two,  to  finish  their  education. 
This  was  very  far  from  their  intention,  as  is  n'ell  known.  So  that 
the  College  proposed  by  these  gentlemen  was  by  no  means  one 
subordinate  and  subservient  to  Harvard  College ;  but  one  which 
might  serve  them  eficctually  in  lieu  thereof;  and  therefore  one  to 
be  set  up  in  competition  with,  if  not  in  direct  opposition  to  it. 

(8.)  We  are  also  humbly  of  opinion  that  the  charier  which  your 
Excellency  had  prepared  in  order  to  the  establishiog  a  College  in 
Hampshire,  was  in  feet  adapted  to  answer  the  aforesaid  designs 
■  and  views  of  those  who  requested  it.  For  it  constitutes  them  a 
body  politic,  with  many  great  privileges  ;  and  is,  in  some  respects, 
a  more  full  and  ample  charter,  than  that  of  Harvard  College. 
Particularly  as  it  allows  them  to  hold  lands  or  other  real  estate,  the 
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annud  income  of  which  shall  be  double  to  that  of  the  lands  which 
the  other  Corporation  is  permitted  to  hold.  The  College  itself  is  to 
be  honored  with  the  name  of  Uueeu's  College.  And  whereas 
Harvard  College  has  Overseers,  a  President,  Professors,  Fellows, 
and  Tutors ;  it  is  provided  that  Queen's  College  should  have  a 
President,  Trustees,  'a  Master,  Preceptors  or  Tutors  expressly  ; 
and  it  may,  in  consistence  with  said  charter,  have  Professors  also  in 
the  various  branches  of  science  and  literature.  In  respect  of  which 
name  of  ibis  intended  seminary  of  learning  and  these  titles  of  its 
GoveruoTS,-  Officers,  and  Teachers,  it  will  be  at  least  upon  a  par 
with  Harvard  College.  And,  to  say  the  least,  there  is  nothing  in 
this  charter,  which  discovers  the  intention  of  it  to  be  the  founding 
a  College  in  any  respect  inferior  to  tlie  other  ;  much  less  prepara- 
tory and  subservient  to  it.  It  is  indeed  intimated  in  this  charter 
itself,  that  one  reason  for  esfablishing  a  College  in  Hampshire  is, 
that  the  people  in  those  parts  might  not  be  subjected  to  the  neces- 
sity, to  the  supposed  iuconvenience  and  greater  expense  of  sending 
their  children  so  far  as  Cambridge  for  an  education ;  in  which 
respect  it  exactly  corresponds  to  the  known  views  of  those  in  whose 
favor  said  charter  was  prepared,  as  to  having  a  real  and  every  way 
sufficient  College  of  their  own,  to  serve  that  part  of  the  country 
as  Harvard  College  used  to  serve  the  whole. 

(9.)  And  whereas  your  Excellency  since  the  said  charter  was 
prepared,  proposed  by  an  additional  clause,  expressly  to  except  the 
power  of  conferring  degrees  from  the  number  of  privileges  granted 
thereby  -,  we  apprehend  this  would  be  very  far  from  preventing  the 
ill  consequences  of  such  an  institution,  since  it  would  be  easy,  by 
the  bye  laws  of  the  Society,  to  make  provision  for  giving  such  hon- 
orary certificates,  and  ample  testimonials,  as  would  in  a  great  meas- 
ure defeat  the  intention  of  such  a  restrictive  clause.  —  But  if  any 
considerable  inconvenience  should  be  found  to  arise  from  the  want 
of  such  a  collegiate  privilege,  yet  a  College  being  once  founded, 
we  apprehend  that  the  persons,  who  had  influence  enough  to  carry 
this  most  essential  point,  would  afler  a  while  much  easier  find 
tneans  to  get  that  defect  supplied  and  theii  privileges  extended 
agreeably  to  their  original  plan.  Neither  can  it  be  thought  thac 
any  thing  sbort  of  this  will  finally  satisfy  them. 

(10.^  These  things.  Sir,  being  duly  considered  —  the  known 
professed  views  of  the  persons,  who  solicited  for  a  charter,  the  plain 
tenor  of  fAaf,  prepared  by  your  Excellency's  order,  and  what  It 
manifestly  lays  a  foundation  for,  —  we  are  of  opinion,  that  if  aucb 
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a  chirtar  ebould  take  effect,  it  woald  actually  be  the  enctiog . 
College  Id  Hampahire,  u  a  competitor  with  that  al  Cambridge ; 
which  would  operate  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  latter,  in  piop<»- 
tion  to  the  number  and  weiilth,  to  the  reputation  and  influence  of 
those  who  are,  or  ehall  be  hereafler  favorera  of  the  former.  And 
with  your  Excellency's  permission  we  will  now  a  fittle  more  par- 
ticularly lay  open  our  apprehensioiiB  with  reference  to  the  bad  (XH>- 
aequences  of  such  an  institution  :~-a  point,  as  we  conceive,  of 
much  the  greatest  importance  to  Harvard  College,  and  to  the  inter- 
eat  of  learning  among  us,  that  ever  came  under  the  considenUioD 
of  the  Board  of  Overaeera. 

(11.)  One  College,  if  well  regulated  and  endowed,  is  we  h^k 
pose,  abundantly  aufficient  for  this  province,  conaidering  its  extent ; 
and  would  be  much  more  serviceable  thap  two  or  more,  whose  inter- 
eata  interfere;  as  wethink  it  evident  beyood  all  douht,  that  tba 
jntereats  of  ilarvard  College,  and  of  such  an  one  as  is  prapoead, 
would  do.  For  though  it  is  said  that  the  Collegiate  Schools  in  Eng- 
land are  rather  subservient  and  useful  than  any  ways  prejudicial 
to  the  Uaivereities  there,  or  to  the  common  interests  of  learning; 
we  conceive  that  the  circumstances  of  the  mother  country  and  of 
those  Uuiversities  (ancient,  rich,  and  renowned)  are  ao  widely  di(^ 
ferent  from  those  of  this  country,  and  of  our  own  yet  young  and 
feeble  College,  that  there  can  be  no  good  arguing  from  one  to  the 
other.  There  is  no  danger  or  possibility  of  those  Schools  ever 
|iroving  rivals  to,  or  coming  into  any  sort  of  competition  with  the 
Universities ;  and  therefore  not  of  their  being  detrimental  to  them. 
Especially  when  it  is  considered,  that  some  of  the  principal  of  these 
^Khoola,  if  not  all  of  them,  were,  aa  we  understand,  fbonded  ex- 
preasly  in  subordination  to,  and  in  dependence  upon  the  UniTersi- 
ties ;  as  nurseries,  out  of  which  the  brightest  and  most  promising 
youths  are  from  lime  to  time  to  be  selected,  whose  eduoation  ia  to 
he  perfected  at  the  Universities  ;  for  which  it  is  aaid  there  are  par- 
ticular establishments.  Whereas  Q,ueen's  College,  so  far  as  appears 
by  the  charter,  ia  to  be  in  no  respect  preparatory  to,  or  dependent 
upon  the  College  in  Cambridge.  Neither  is  the  latter  yet  arrived 
to  such  maturity,  strength,  and  perfection,  as  to  be  out  of  danger 
of  receiving  great  prejudice  from  such  a  competitor  or  rival,  aa 
the  other  might  prove.  —  We  do  not  mean  in  point  of  real  escel- 
ience  in  literature,  of  which  we  have  no  reason  to  be  apprehensive, 
J>ut  in  other  respects.    Aad  — 
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(13.)  Partioululy  u  onr  College,  yet  in  its  infant  sUte,  is  hitbsrto 
but  meanly  endowed,  and'rery  poor,  the  nnhappy  coDsequenceB  oT 
which  are  too  obvious ;  and  we  thiak  that  the  founding  another  CoU 
l«ge  would  be  the  moGl  probable  and  effectual  way  to  prevent  its  being' 
hereafter  endowed  in  anch  a  manner  as  all  who  desire  its  prosper- 
ity doabtlesa  wish  to  see  it.  For  if  such  a  College  as  ia  proposed 
were  founded  in  Hampshire,  it  cannot  be  thought  that  persons 
living  in  that  part  of  the  country,  who  might  be  favorers  of  It,  ib 
respect  of  its  vicinity,  or  on  any  other  account,  would  be  willing 
to  bear  a  part  in  endowing  that  at  Cambridge,  whether  in  a  legis- 
lative  or  private  cdpacity.  It  may  naturally  be  concluded  that 
they  would  rather  endeavour  to  obstruct  all  schemes  and  proposals  to 
this  end ;  judging  very  justly,  that  the  growth  and  fiourisbiug  of 
tbelr  own  College  depended  in  some  measare  npon  the  languishing 
and  deprcBsion  of  the  other.  At  least  it  may  be  concluded,  that 
they  would  represent  it  as  a  heavy,  intolerable  grievance  to  bo- 
obliged  by  law  to  do  any  thing  towards  the  encouragement  and 
support  of  a  College,  from  which  they  expected  no  immediate  ben> 
efit,  while  they  had  one  of  their  own  to  support,  on  which  they  had 
their  dependence,  and  which  stood  in  at  least  equal  need.  And 
besides,  if  such  a  College  were  founded,  it  might  probably  receive 
some  legacies,  or  private  donations,  which  would  otherwise  coms' 
to  the  College  in  Cambridge.  So  that  we  conceive  the  latter  wqold 
at  least  lose  some  friends  and  benefactors,  if  not  find  some  posi- 
tive enemies,  by  the  establishing  another  College  in  the  manner 
intended.  And  the  certain  consequence  of  such  a  division  and 
opposition  of  interesta,  as  we  think  mnat  needs  be  occasioned  by 
this  means,  will  be  the  keeping  low,  and  greatly  cramping  that  Col- 
lege whose  prosperity  we  bo  justly  and  sincerely  desire. 

{13.)  Moreover,  if  another  College  were  founded,  aa  has  beett 
proposed,  yet  it  cannot  be  reasonably  thought  that  in  many  years  to. 
come,  the  means  of  education  therein,  would  be  near  so  good  as  they 
are  even  already  in  Harvard  College :  they  will  doubtless  be  far  in- 
ferior. And  yet,  from  the  motives  of  nearness  or  novelty,  of 
convenience,  of  supposed  cheapness,  or  some  other,  we  think  it 
not  unlikely  that  afler  a  few  years,  a  great  proportion  of  the  yontb 
of  the  province  might  actually  be  sent  thither,  instead  of  being 
sent  lo  Cambridge  to  be  educated,  which  would  not  only  be  a 
direct,  great,  and  manifest  prejudice  to  Harvard  College,  but  conse- 
quently a  real  hurt  to  the  general  interest  of  literature  and  religioQ 
in  the  cotmtry.    For  although  more  of  oar  yoath  might  by  this 
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means  receive  witat  is  asually  called  el  liberal  education,  and  whicfa 
might  pass  for  a  very  good  one  with  many,  jet  we  apprehend  this 
would  be  rather  a  disadvaDtage  than  the  contrary,  as  it  would  pre- 
vent a  sufficient,  though  smaller  number  of  our  youth,  being  sent 
to  Cambridge,  where  they  would  unquestionably  be  mach  more 
thoroughly  instructed  and  far  better  qualified  for  doing  service  to 
their  country.  And  the  natural  consequence  hereof  would  be,  not 
only  the  filling  too  many  important  civil  offices,  but  a  great  part  of 
our  pulpits,  with  comparatively  unlettered  persons,  at  once  to  the 
detriment  both  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  of  the  churches  h«e 
established. 

(14.)  Permit  ns  to  add,  Sir,  that  we  apprehend  founding  a  Col- 
lege in  Hampshire  would  be  a  bnd  and  very  dangerous  precedent. 
Since  several  other  counties  in  tbe  Province,  might  with  at  least 
u  much,  perhaps  really  more  appearance  of  reason,  demand  the 
like  privilege  of  setting  up  colleges  respectively  for  themselves; 
and  think  Uiey  were  hardly,  and  very  partially  dealt  with,  if  tbej 
were  not  also  indulged  with  charters  for  that  purpose.  Bat  of  what 
pernicious  consequence  it  would  be  to  go  on  thus  multiplying 
Colleges,  without  having  a  single  one  well  endowed,  w  as  fully  to 
answer  all  the  ends  of  a  College,  we  need  not  observe  to  your 
Excellency.  And  yet,  how  it  could  be  well  avoided,  afUr  sach  h 
precedent  in  the  case  of  Hampshire,  it  is   not  easy  for  us  to 


{15.)  There  is  another  thing  which  we  here  beg  leave  ion 

to  your  Excellency's  consideration  in  behalf  of  Harvard  College. 
This  College,  as  has  been  observed,  was  established  by  tbe  whole 
Legislature ;  having  received  its  Charter  therefrom,  for  certain 
purposes  as  aforesaid  ;  which  Charter  has  been  confirmed,  not 
only  by  repeated  Acta  of  the  General  Court,  which  in  different 
reigns  have  received  the  Royal  Sanction,  hut  by  the  Charter  of 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary  to  the  Province.  For  that  ex- 
pressly confirms  "  all  bodies  politic  ot  corporate,"  and  particnlarly 
all  "colleges  or  schools,"  in  the  possession  of  whatever  rights  and 
privileges  they  did  or  ought  to  enjoy,  by  virtue  of  a  regular  grant 
of  any  General  Court  formerly  held,  "  according  to  the  tnie  par- 
port  and  intent  of  such  respective  grant."  Now,  thoogh  tbe 
Charter  prepared  by  your  Excellency,  for  founding  a  Collie  in 
Hampshire,  may  not  touch  the  authority  of  the  other  College's 
Charter,  directly  ;  yet  in  our  opinion,  it  really  affects  it  indirectly ; 
aa  it  has  a  tendency  to  defe^  in  part  t|ie  good  deaigna  thereof 
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and  to  reatrain  or  confine  the  pririleges  of  said  College,  vitbiQ 
narrower  bounds  than  was  originally  intended.  For  should  yonr 
Excellency's  Charter  issue,  and  operate  as  it  has  an  apparent 
aptitude  to  do,  we  cannot  but  think  it  woold  prevent,  in  a  great 
meaauro,  the  operation  of  the  other  Charter,  to  the  ends  it  was 
designed  for ;  and  so  would  be,  conaequendy,  abridging  the  privi- 
leges of  the  said  College ;  at  once  obstructing  the  growth  and 
flourishing  thereof,  and  the  general  interest  of  learning  in  thia  conn- 
try,  agreeably  to  what  has  been  before  observed.  And  although 
we  do  not  now  concern  ourselves  with  the  general  queation  about 
your  Excellency's  right  to  grant  charters;  yet  we  persuade  our- 
selves that  you  would  not  willingly,  by  virtue  of  your  sole  authority 
as  the  King's  Governor,  grant  any  such  sort  of  Charter  as  should 
however  indirectly  and  remotely,  ioterfere  with,  or  tend  in  the 
least  degree  to  frustrate  the  true  inient  of,  another  and  prior 
Charter,  given  by  the  whole  Legislature  here,  and  ratihed  by  the 
royal  authority  as  aforesaid. 

(16-)  But  although  your  Excellency's  Charter  should  not  even 
remotely  interfere  with  the  Charter  of  Harvard  College,  as  we 
suppose  it  does  ;  yet,  if  we  have  assigned  other  sufficient  reasons 
against  founding  a  College  in  Hampshire,  prudential  ones,  drawn 
from  the  present  state  of  Harvard  College,  from  the  circumstances 
of  the  country,  and  from  the  bad  effects  of  auch  an  institution  in 
these  circumstances;  we  flatter,  or  rather  assure  ourselves  that 
these  reasons  will  have  theii  due  weight  with  your  Excellency. — 
And  the  sum  of  what  we  have  offered  with  relation  to  this  point 
is,  that  if  a  College  should  be  founded  in  conformity  to  the  Charter 
prepared  to  that  end,  we  should  then  have  two  Colleges  in  thia 
government,  the  extent  of  which  does  not  certainly  require  more 
than  one,  and  if  it  does  not  really  require  more  than  one,  then  the 
estahliahing  another  would  unquestionably  be  prejudicial  in  divers 
respects;  —  prejudicial  to  the  general  interestof  learning,  as  well  as 
to  the  particular  interest,  the  growth,  and  prosperity  of  that  which 
is  already  established.  For  by  means  of  their  separate  interests, 
'  and  a  division  of  the  strength,  wealth,  and  affections  of  the  people, 
naturally  consequent  thereon,  neither  of  them  would  be  suitablj 
encouraged  and  endowed.  Whereas  one  might  probably  be  so, 
if  there  were  only  one,  and  all  were  happily  united  in  the  support 
and  encouragement  of  it.  And  this  one,  in  our  opinion,  would  fltr 
better  answer  all  the  valuable  ends  of  a  College,  than  two  rival 
Cf^eges,  mutually  cramped  and  kept  poor  by  an  opposition  of  in- 
16 1 
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temts ;  tnd  this,  m  may  *&A,  vt  a  imich  le«  ezpeme  to  the  Prav- 
ince  or  people,  id  the  whole,  than  would  be  necessarj  to  muntuB 
two,  though  hot  meanlj  Eud  paraimanionslj ;  at  the  nme  lioio 
that  setting  ap  another  College  would  be  a  very  d&ngerous  ptec^ 
dent 

(17.)  We  most  entreat  jaar  Exoellencj's  patience  a  little 
longer.  —  Yon  hare  too  much  candor  and  goodness.  Sir,  to  imputa 
it  to  us,  as  a  CTimtnal  paniititj,  if  we  highly  honour  the  aiemorj 
of  onr  ferelathers;  the  first  European  settlers  of  this  country.  And 
on  no  one  account,  their  unfeigoed  piety  eicepted,  is  their  mem- 
ory  more  respectable,  more  renerable  to  us,  than  on  account  of 
their  known  great  regard  for  learning ;  their  love  and  strong 
attachment  to  which  prompted  them  so  early,  and  while  they  were 
Mra^ling  with  unnumbered  difficulties  to  make  an  establishment 
fin  it,  eren  in  a  wildemecfl.  This  they  did  at  a  great  expense  for 
them,  considering  their  circumstances  and  abilities,  however  small 
it  may  seem  in  any  other  view  ;  herein,  probably,  coasulling  the 
welfare  of  posterity  and  future  sges,  rather  than  their  own  im- 
mediate benefit.  They  did  it  with  the  pleasing  hopes,  that  tba 
Seminary  of  learning,  of  which  they  then  laid  the  foundation,  would 
at  length,  by  the  pradent  care  and  the  ingenuous  liberality  of  sno- 
ceesive  generations,  one  day  arrive  to  the  dignity  and  extensin 
usefulness  of  nn  University,  and  become  a  distinguished  ornament 
of  the  New  World,  in  some  measure  lu  the  UnirerMties  of  Oxford 
and  Cambridge  were  of  the  Old.  And  we  cannot  but  think,  that 
tfaey  were  rery  happy  in  the  choice  of  a  situation  for  this  Seminary, 
at  once  so  healthy  and  igreeable,  and  ss  near  ss  could  well  be  in 
the  centre,  or  at  an  equal  distance  Irom  the  eastern  and  western 
limits  of  the  government ;  in  which  the  common  convenience  wss 
provided  fi>T.  Nor  was  the  prudence  of  the  government  less 
con^icnons  in  the  provision  made  for  the  well  ordering,  for  the 
inslmctioo  and  government  of  this  Society ;  particularly,  if  we  may 
be  allowed  to  say  it,  in  respect  of  the  persons  to  wboin  the  inspee- 
tion  and  oversight  of  it  were  comraitied  -,  and  who  have  all  along 
given  a  vigilant  and  constant  attention  thereto.  Which,  by  the 
vray,  they  could  not  have  done,  to  so  good  effect,  had  it  been  situ- 
ated at  a  mnch  greater  distance  from  this  capital. 

(18.)  We  devoQtly  adore  the  good  Providenoe  of  God,  which 
hath  from  the  beginning  presided  over  this  Seminary,  and  raised 
vp  worthy  benefactors  to  it  from  dme  to  time,  as  well  in  Eorap* 
u  Anwriea.    So  that  it  bath,  fixni  iu  fint  iutitulion,  fnraiAal 
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these  churches  with  &ithfa)  tod  &ble  ministen,  and  the  Comnwi^ 
wedth  with  worthy  members,  b;  whom  the  important  offices  in 
the  goveroment  hare  bees  sustained  with  ability,  fidelity,  utd 
reputation. 

(19.)  Neither  are  we  UDmiodful  of,  but  gratefully  acknowledge, 
the  paternal  regards  which  your  Excellency,  during  your  admin- 
istrstioD,  has  extended  to  the  College ;  md  the  assurances  you 
have  been  pleased  to  give  us  from  time  to  time,  that  you  would 
b>Te  a  particular  attention  to  tbe  privileges,  the  bonour,  and  in- 
tarestctfiL  —  And  indeed.  Sir,  it  very  natnarlly  expects,  as  bj 
us  it  now  humbly  implores,  the  continuance  of  your  smiles,  your  , 
&*oar,  and  protection,  which  it  hopes  it  has  not  justly  forfeited. 
And, 

(SO.)  We  beg  that  your  Excellency  would  not  impute  it  in  anj 
degree  to  disafiectioa  to  your  person  or  administration,  if  we  appear 
•omewhat  zealous  in  opposition  to  a  proposed  institution,  by  means 
whereof,  if  it  should  take  effect,  we  apprehend  that  the  extensive, 
the  truly  noble  design  of  our  f(>refatber9  in  founding  Harvard 
College,  tbe  prudent  care  of  tbe  government,  and  the  vigilance  of 
its  nwre  immediate  guardians  in  times  past  (to  say  nothing  of  ooi 
own  in  particular),  will  be  in  a  great  measure  really  connteracted  and 
defeated.  Not  disaffection  to  your  EUcelleney,  but  a  sense  of  duty 
to  God,  to  the  College,  to  the  government,  which  committed  this 
impOTtant  tmst  to  us ;  to  the  Commonwealth,  to  the  present,  and 
to  future  generations ;  —  this  it  is.  Sir,  that  prompts  us  in  making 
tliis  remonstrance.  And  permit  db  to  subjoin,  that  we  never  can, 
witfaont  the  deepest  regret  and  the  greatest  sorrow,  see  an  instito- 
tion  take  place,  by  means  of  which,  we  are  fiilly  persuaded,  tbe 
pious  and  expensive  cares  of  our  forefathers,  snd  their  generous, 
public-spirited  designs,  will  be  frustrated;  by  means  of  which  we 
shall  be  ^lit  into  parties  and  factions  of  interfering  interests,  and 
uch  as  will  be  particularly  prejudicial  to  tbe  advancement  of  leariH 
ing ;  by  means  of  which,  the  endowment  of  Professorships  in  the 
Tarioas  branches  will  be  obstructed,  and  the  so  much  needed  en* 
largement  of  the  buildings  of  the  College  probably  prevented  |  bf 
meanaof  whidi  tbe  College  must  needs  decline  and  languish,  instead 
of  flourishing,  as  we  might  otherwise  expect ;  by  means  of  which 
Academical  degrees,  these  needfiil  aids  of  learning,  will  be  compare 
atively  of  little  worth  or  utility  (since  the  honor  that  attends,  and 
the  good  influence  and  effects  of  tbem  are  but  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  and  dignity,  tbe  reputation  and  bmor  of  iIm  College  or 
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Uaiveraity  that  coofeie  them)  ;  in  a  word,  bjr  means  of  which  we 
conceive,  a  moat  &tal  blow  will  be  given  to  the  iaterest  of  learning 
in  thia  countrj,  and  all  this  at  a  time,  when  the  apitit  of  learning 
seemed  to  be  reviving  among  ub,  and  to  appear  more  than  it  has 
in  some  formeT  years  (which  may  be  attributed  Id  part,  to  your 
Excellency's  encODiagement,  and  your  smiles  npon  the  College), 
and  at  a  time,  when,  from  the  increase  of  our  numbers  and  wealth, 
and  the  extension  of  his  Majesty's  dominion  in  America,  there  was 
groaud  to  hope,  that  our  College  would  soon  emerge  from  its  com- 
paratively low  and  infant  state,  and  acquire  all  the  endowments, 
privileges,  and  dignities  of  an  University  ! 

(21.)  These,  Sir,  were  our  hopes ;  and  such  as  these  are  now 
our  apprehensions  of  what  will  be  the  inevitable,  the  fatal  conse- 
quence  of  Ibanding  another  College  as  has  been  proposed.  And 
while  we  view  things  in  this  light,  as  we  cannot  but  view  them, 
your  Excellency  will  indulge  us  in  expressing  such  apprehensions 
as  these,  with  all  the  concern,  thp  warmth,  and  pathos,  thai  de- 
cency will  permit.  And  upon  the  whole,  we  cannot  but  with  great 
importunity,  though  with  all  proper  respect  and  deference,  make 
the  two  following  requests  to  your  Excellency. 

(22.)  One  is,  that  you  would  not  permit  the  aforesaid  Charter  of 
a  College  in  Hampshire  to  issue,  or  take  eScct,  since  your  Excel- 
lency lately  gave  us  to  understand  that  it  was  not  irrevocable ;'  and 
even  invited  us  freely  to  assign  our  reasons  and  objections  against  it 

(23.)  The  other  is,  that  you  would  not  assist  or  encourage, 
but  rather  discountenance  those  persons  who  sued  for  said  Char- 
ter, in  any  endeavours  which  they  may  hereafter  use  to  obtain 
another,  whether  here  or  elsewhere,  for  the  like  ends  and  pur- 
poses. 

(24.)  Which  requests  we  ihe  rather  hope  your  Excellency  will 
be  pleased  to  grant,  not  only  since,  as  head  of  the  Board  of  Over- 
seers, of  which  we  have  the  honour  to  be  members,  you  will  have 
a  very  peculiar  and  tender  concern  for  the  interests  of  the  College, 
in  whose  behalf  we  more  imnlediately  intercede;  but  also  since, 
as  Governor  of  the  Province,  you  will  naturally  have  at  heart  the 
good  of  the  whole:  which  we  cannot  but  consider  as  closely  c(mi- 
nected  with  the  prosperity  of  that  Society,  and  consequently  with 
the  prevention  of  a  College,  or  collegiate  school,  in  the  County  of 
Hampshire. 

W.  BRATTLE,  by  order. 

Boston,  March  18*A,  1762. 
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No.  XX.    (p.  162.) 

This  Boot  or  Laws  for  Harvard  College  was  hade  by  thb 
President  and  Fellows  thereof,   and  consented  to  sr 

THE   OrBaStERS   OF  SAID  CoLLEOE,  ANNO   DoHINI  1734. 


Mout  Admission  into  the  College. 

1.  Whoever  npon  e2&mination  by  the  President,  and  two  at 
leut  of  the  Tuton,  shall  be  fband  able  extempore  to  read,  con- 
strne,  and  parse  Tully,  Virgil,  or  such  like  common  classical  Latin 
•utborB,  and  to  write  trae  Latin  in  prose,  and  to  be  skilled  in  making 
Latin  Terse,  oi  at  least  in  the  rules  of  Prosodia,  and  to  read,  cod- 
■true,  and  parse  ordinary  Greek,  as  in  the  New  Testament, 
Isocrates,  or  such  like,  and  deciiae  the  paradigm^  of*  Greek  nouns 
and  verbs,  baving  withal  good  testimony  of  his  past  blameless 
behaviour,  shall  be  looked  upon  as  qualified  for  admission  into 
Harvard  College. 

S.  £very  candidate  for  admission  sbali  procure  and  keep  by  him 
a  trae  copy  of  the  College  Laws,  respecting  his  duly  and  privi- 
leges, «hi<ib  heing  signed  by  the  President  and  major  part  of  the 
Tutors,  shall  be  bis  admission  into  the  college. 

3.  None  shall  be  admitted  into  the  College,  until  bis  parent, 
guardian,  or  some  other,  pay  &ve  pounds  to  the  Steward  towards 
defraying  his  future  College  charge ;  and  also  give  bond  to  the 
steward  with  security  to  bis  satisfaction  in  the  sum  of  forty  pounds 
to  pay  College  dues  quarterly  as  tfaey  are  charged  in  the  several 
qnarter-bills,  viz.  the  steward's,  the  glazier's,  and  the  sweeper's ; 
said  bill  being  first  signed  by  the  President,  and  one  at  least  of 
the  Tutors.  And  in  case  of  death  or  removal  before  College 
charges  rise  to  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  the  Steward  shall  return 
the  remaiuder  to  him  that  gave  the  bond. 

4.  None  shall  be  admitted  fellow  commoner,  unless  be  first  pay 
one  hundred  pounds  to  the  College  Treasurer,  for  the  time  being; 
being  for  the  use  of  the  College ;  and  every  fdlow '  commoner 
sbail  pay  double  tuition-money. 
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5.  Fellow  commoners  shall  have  the  privilege  of  diniog  sad 
Hupplog  with  the  fellows  at  their  Ubie  io  the  hall,  and  sball  be 
excused  from  going  on  erraads,  shall  have  the  title  of  Hasters,  and 
shall  have  the  privilege  of  wearing  their  hats  ae  masten  do,  but 
shall  attend  d!  duties  and  exercises  with  the  rest  of  the  Ctass,  and 
be  alik«  subject  to  the  Laws  and  GoTcrnmeot  of  the  College ;  and 
shall  sit  with  their  own  Class,  and  in  their  place  in  the  Claaa  at 
the  worship  of  God  in  the  hall  and  meetiog-bouse. 

6.  Every  scholar,  in  the  first  quarter-bill  made  np  after  his  ad- 
mission, shall  be  charged  six  shillings  to  the  use  of  the  College 
for  Gallery  money. 

CHAPTER  n. 

Concwrnmg  a  ReSgious  Virtuous  Life. 

1>  At]  scholars  shall  behave  themselves  blamelessly,  leading 
sober,  righteous,  and  godly  lives. 

3.  The  President  shall  constantly  reside  at  Cambridge,  and 
(oDless  necessarily  hindered)  shall  pray  in  the  hall  morning  and 
«Tening,  and  read  some  portion  of  the  Old  Testament  in  the  tnorn- 
ing,  and  of  the  New  in  the  evening  (when  there  is  no  repetitioa 
or  theological  exercise),  and  he  shall  expound  some  portion  of 
Scripture  ordinarily  once  a  week,  or  ofiener,  if  be  can  ctHiTsn- 
iently  attend  iL  And  when  the  President  cannot  attend  pmyen 
in  the  hall,  one  of  the  Tutors  shall  pray,  and  also  read  some  por- 
tion of  Scripture,  they  taking  their  turns  by  course  weekly  ;  and 
whenever  they  shall  do  so  fiv  any  considerable  time,  they  shall  be 
suitably  rewarded  for  their  service. 

3.  All  persons  of  what  degree  soever,  residing  at  the  College, 
and  all  Undergraduates,  whether  dwelling  in  the  College  or  in  the 
town,  shall  constantly  and  seasonably  attend  the  worship  of  Qod 
in  the  ball  morning  and  evening. 

4.  If  any  Undergraduate  comes  tardy  to  prayers  (withoot  m^ 
sons  allowed  by  the  President  or  the  Tutor  that  calls  over  the 
weekly  bill),  be  shall  be  fined  two  pence  each  time  ;  and  if  be  ia 
absent  from  prayers  (withuat  reasons  as  ainesaid),  he  shall  be 
fined  fbnr  pence  a  time, 

6.  Tardiness  at,  or  absence  from,  divinity  and  philoaophieal  pob* 
lie  lectures  in  the  hall  shall  be  ptmished  as  tardiiiees  at,  w  abesace 
firom,  pi«yer8  in  the  hall. 
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6.  All  the  Bclx^n  sbBi),  kt  soDBet  in  th«  evening  preccdlDg  the 
Lord's  Day,  retire  to  tbeir  cbambers,  aad  not  unoeceseaiil;  leave 
them  ;  and  all  disorders  on  said  evening  shall  be  punished  as  vio- 
lations of  the  Sabbath  are.  And  everj  scholar  shall  on  the  Lord's 
Day  carefully  apply  himself  to  the  duties  of  religion  and  pietj. 
And  whosoever  ahaJl  profane  said  day  by  unnecessary  business,  or 
Tisitiog,  walking  on  the  Common,  or  in  the  streets  or  fields,  in  the 
town  of  Gambridge,  or  by  any  sort  of  diversion  before  sunset, 
or  that  in  the  evening  a  fie  r  the  Lord's  Day  shall  behave  himself 
diaorderiy,  or  any  way  unbecoming  the  season,  shall  be  fined  not 
exceeding  ten  shillings.  And  if  such  scholar  shall  not  reform 
after  being  privately  admonished,  he  shall  be  further  punished  by 
public  admonition,  degradation,  or  expulsion. 

7.  If  ony  scholar  shall  be  absent  from  public  worship  in  the 
meeting-house,  on  either  part  of  the  Lord's  Day,  iVithout  giving 
sufficient  reason,  he  shall  be  fined  three  shillings.  And  if  bodily 
infirmity  or  any  other  necessary  occasion  prevents  bis  attendance 
on  said  worship,  he  shall  notily  his  Tutor,  and  in  hia  absence  the 

'  President  or  some  other  Tutor  at  the  ringing  of  t)ie  first  bell,  other- 
wise  hia  absence  shall  be  esteemed  groundless.  And  whoever  shalt 
come  tardy  to  the  public  worship,  shall  be  punished  six  pence,  or 
otherwise  at  the  discretion  of  the  President  or  one  of  the  Tutors, 
not  exceeding  two  shillings.  Also  whoever  aball  be  guilty  of 
loose  Of  vain  bebiviour,  or  of  pliiyiig  or  sleeping  at  the  publi<i> 
worship,  or  shall  go  out  of  the  meeting-house  before  the  public 
worship  is  ended,  shall  be  punished  from  one  to  five  abil lings,  aa 
the  circumstuices  may  be,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  Presi- 
dent or  <Mie  of  the  Tutors. 

8.  Inasmuch  as  complaints  have  been  msde  of  disorders  in  the 
tneeiing-house,  by  scholars  going  thither  before  the  ringing  of  tlie 
second  bell ;  it  is  therefore  ordered,  that  no  Undergraduates  shall 
go  to  the  meeting-house  on  the  Lord's  Day,  before  the  ringing  of 
the  second  bell ;  and  whoever  sball  transgress  this  law,  shall  be 
punished  by  the  President  or  one  of  the  Tutors  not  exceeding  two 
■hillings. 

0.  Undergraduates  aball  in  their  course  repeat  at  least  the  heads 
of  the  fbrenooa  and  afternoon  sermons  on  the  Lord's  Day  evenings 
in  the  hall;  and  such  an  are  delinquent  shall  be  punished  by  the 
President  or  one  of  the  Tutors,  not  exceeding  three  sbillings. 

10.  All  profane  and  irreverent  behaviour  at  prayers  or  public 
diviaitj  lectiiros  ia  the  bail,  shall  be  punished  after  the  suae  nuto- 
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ner  with  IrreTcreoce  at  the  public  worship  in  the  meetisg-hoaae. 
The  Divioilf  Professor  to  have  an  equai  power  with  tlie  President 
or  Tutors,  of  punishing  such  offenders  at  hb  lecture. 

11.  All  scholars  shall  show  due  respect  and  honor  in  speech  and 
behaviour,  as  to  their  natural  Parents,  so  to  Magistrates,  Elders, 
the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Corporation,  anil  to  all  others 
concerned  in  the  Instruction  or  Government  of  the  College,  and 
to  all  superiors,  keeping  due  silence  in  their  presence,  and  not 
disorderly  gainsaying  them ;  but  showing  all  laudable  expresalons 
of  honor  and  reverence  that  are  in  use  ;  such  aa  uncovering  the 
head,  rising  up  in  their  presence,  and  the  like.  And  particularly 
Undergraduates  shall  be  uncovered  in  the  College  Yard  when  any 
of  the  Overseers,  the  President  or  Fellows  of  the  Corporation,  or 
any  other  concerned  in  the  government  or  instruction  of  the  Cd- 
lege  are  therein,  and  Bachelors  of  Art  shall  be  uncovered  when 
the  President  is  there. 

CHAPTER  ITL 

Concerning  Scholastical  Exercises. 

1.  That  the  scholars  may  furnish  themselves  with  useful  learning, 
they  shall  keep  in  their  respective  chambers,  and  diligently  fdlow 
their  studies ;  except  half  an  hour  at  breakfast;  at  dinner,  from 
twelve  to  two ;  and  after  evening  prayers  till  nine  of  the  clock. 
To  this  end,  the  Tutors  shall  frequently  visit  their  chambers  (es- 
pecially in  their  several  districts)  after  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening 
and  at  other  studying  times,  to  quicken  them  to  their  businoss. 

8.  If  any  Undergraduates  are  absent  from  their  chambers  ia 
studying  time,  or  after  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening  (unless  they 
give  eufficient  reason 'for  it),  they  shall  be  punished  by  the  Presi- 
dent or  any  of  the  Tutors,  not  exceeding  two  shillingt, 

3.  The  Undergraduates  shall  be  brought  forvrard  by  tbeir  ro- 
spective  Tutors,  in  the  knowledge  of  the  three  learned  Languagea, 
viz.  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew  (excepting,  as  to  tli«  UebreWf 
those  that  shall  be  obliged  to  aftend  the  Hebrew  Instructor),  and 
also  in  the  knowledge  of  Rhetorick,  Logick,  natural  Philosophy, 
Geography,  Etbicks,  Divinity,  Metaphy sicks,  and  in  the  elemenu 
of  the  Mathematicks.  And  the  Tutors  shall  take  caie  to  instruct 
their  pupils  in  such  authors  as  the  President  and  major  port  of  the 
Tutors  shall  agree  upon  ;  excepting  Ethical  and  Theological  an- 
thors  shall  be  such  only  u  shall  be  allowed  by  the  Coipoiatioii. 
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4.  The  UodergnduateB  shall'  in  their  course  declaim  publicly 
in  the  h&U,  ia  one  of  the  three  learned  languages ;  and  in  no  other 
witbont  leare,  or  direction  from  the  President,  and  immediately 
give  up  their  declamations  fairly  written  to  the  President.  And 
be  that  neglects  this  exercise,  shall  be  punished  by  the  Presi- 
dent or  Tutor  that  calls  over  the  weekly  bill ;  not  exceding  fire 
shillingB.  And  such  delinquent  shall  within  one  week  afler  gire 
in  to  the  President  a  written  declamation  subscribed  by  himself; 
and  if  out  of  town,  he  shall  give  in  such  declamation  within  one 
week  after  Ills  return,  under  penalty  as  aforesaid. 

6.  The  Senior  Sophisters  shall  dispute  publicly  in  tbe  hall  once 
a  week  till  the  tenth  of  March,  and  the  Juaior  Sophisters  after  tbe 
same  manner  twice  a  week  during  that  term  and  once  a  week 
afterwards. 

6.  Tbe  Senior  Sophisters  shall  attend  their  exercises  with  their 
Tutors  till  the  tenth  day  of  March,  and  with  their  professors  till 
the  twentieth  of  Jane. 

7.  If  any  Undergraduates  are  absent  from  or  slightly  perform 
their  stated  exercises  with  their  respective  Tutors,  or  Hebrew  In- 
structor, or  shall  absent  themselves  from  the  private  lectures  of  the 
Professors,  they  shall  be  punished  by  their  respective  Professors, 
Tutors,  or  Instructor  not  exceeding  five  shillings.  And  if  they  do 
not  speedily  reform  by  such  pecuniary  mulcts,  they  shall  be  admon- 
ished, degraded,  or  expelled  according  as  the  nature  and  degree  of 
the  offence  shall  require. 

8.  No  scholar  that  is  on  Mr.  Hollis's  Foundation,  or  that 
receives  any  other  benefit  from  tbe  College,  shall  enjoy  the  same 
any  longer  than  he  continueth  exemplary  for  sobriety,  diligence, 
and  good  order. 

9.  If  any  resident  Bachelor,  Senior,  or  Junior  Sophister,  shall 
negbct  to  analysis  in  his  course  according  to  the  direction  of  the 
President,  or  do  this  exercise  slightly,  or  carelessly,  he  shall  be 
punished  by  tbe  President  not  exceding  ten  shillings. 

10.  Resident  Bachelors  shall  dispute  in  the  Hall  once  a  fort- 
night (from  the  tenth  of  September  to  the  tenth  of  March)  on 
such  questions  as  the  President  directs  to.  If  any  bo  absent  from 
such  exercises  without  leave  from  tbe  President,  he  shall  be  pun- 
ished by  the  President  not  exceeding  five  shillings,  and  if  a  respon- 
dent from  five  to  ten  shillings  at  the  President's  discretion. 

1 1.  All  resident  Graduates  ahalt  attend  the  public  lectures  of  the 
Divinity  Profewor,  «nd  all  resident  Bachelors  his  private  lectures. 

17 1 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Concerning  Penal  Laws. 

1.  If  any  Underdegraduate  presume  to  go  oat  of  town  withoot 
leave  from  his  Tutor,  or  in  his  absence  of  the  President,  or  some 
other  Tutor  ;  he  shall  be  punished  not  exceeding  five  sbiUiogs,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  President  or  one  of  the  Tutors. 

2.  Those  scholars  who  live  within  ten  miles  of  the  College) 
inaj  have  leave  four  days  in  a  month  to  visit  their  friends.  Those 
who  live  from  ten  to  Gily  miles,  ma;  have  leave  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid  once  a  quarter  not  to  exceed  ten  days  each  time  ;  those 
who  live  fifly  miles  and  upwards,  may  have  leave  for  the  like  pur- 
pose, twice  in  a  year,  not  to  exceed  twenty-one  days  each  time, 
unless  a  longer  time  should,  in  the  judgmeui  of  the  President  and 
their  respective  Tutors  be  thought  necessary.  Provided  nerer- 
theless,  no  Undergraduate  in  ordinary  cases,  shall  have  leave  to  be 
absent  so  as  to  omit  his  declamation  or  analysis.  And  if  any  shall 
transgress  the  limits  set  and  allowed  him,  he  shall  be  punished 
eight  pence  per  day,  five  shillings  per  week,  thirty  shillings  per 
mimth,  (and  if  his  absence  shall  exceed  two  months,  he  shall  be 
degraded,  if  it  exceed  four  months,  he  shall  be  expelled)  unless 
he  gives  satisfactory  reasons  for  such  his  absence ;  which  reasons 
shall  be  judged  of  by  his  Tutor  if  the  absence  does  not  exceed 
a  week  ;  if  it  does  not  exceed  a  fortnight,  by  two  or  more  of  the 
Tutors ;  and  if  it  does  exceed  a  fortnight  then  by  the  President 
and  Tutor?. 

3.  The  Vacation  beginning  at  Commencement  shall  continue 
but  six  weeks ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  the  President, 
Tutors,  Professors,  and  Instructor,  shall  forthwith  set  about  the 
business  of  their  respective  offices.  If  any  Undergraduate  (Senior 
Sophisters  not  excepted)  shall  continue  absent  fimn  the  College 
longer  than  the  said  term,  he  shall  be  punished  for  every  day, 
week,  and  month,  as  is  provided  in  the  preceding  law. 

4.  No  Undergraduate  shall  lodge  or  board  out  of  the  College 
(unless  his  parents,  guardian,  or  near  relations  are  so  nigh  that  he 
may  conveniently  lodge  and  board  with  them)  without  leave  from 
the  President  and  Tutors.  And  if  be  obtains  leave,  it  shall  be  at 
such  houses,  as  the  President  and  Tutors  allow  of.  And  if  any 
continue  to  transgress  this  law  for  one  month  after  admonition  by 
the  President  and  Tutors,  he  shall  be  expelled. 
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5.  If  an;  UadergraduMe  shall  suffer  any  one  to  lodge  at  fais 
dumber,  who  is  not  a  member  of  the  CWIege  (bis  father  or  gaar- 
dian  excepted),  without  leave  from  the  President  or  one  of  the 
Tutors,  his  own  Tutor  if  in  town,  he  aball  be  punished  not  exceed- 
ing five  shillings. 

6.  If  an;  scholar  ehalt  entertain  at  his  chamber  or  bmiliarly 
associate  with  an;  persob  of  a  loose  or  ill  character,  lie  shall  be  pun- 
ished by  the  President  aod  Tutors  or  any  one  of  them  not  exceed- 
ing fire  shillings  ;  and  if  he  persist  in  bo  doing  he  shall  be  publicly 
admonished,  degraded,  or  expelled,  accordingjto  the  aggraTation  of 
his  offence.      ' 

7.  If  any  scholar  shall  go  beyond  the  College  yards,  or  fences, 
withoat  coat,  cloak,  or  gown  (unless  in  his  lawful  dirersion),  he 
shall  be  punished  by  the  President  or  one  of  the  Tutors ;  not  ea<< 
ceeding  two  shillings.  And  if  any  shall  presume  to  pat  on  or  wear 
Indecent  af^arel ;  he  shall  be  punished  according  to  the  nature 
and  degree  of  the  offence,  by  the  President  or  one  of  the  Tutors ; 
but  if  be  wears  woman's  apparel  he  shall  be  liable  to  public  admoni- 
tioD,  degradation,  or  expulsion. 

8.  If  any  scholar  shall  unnecessarily  frequent  taverns,  or  shall 
go  into  any  tavern  or  victualing-house  in  Cambridge  to  eat  or  to 
drink  there  (unless  called  by  his  parent  or  guardian),  without  leave 
&ma  the  President  or  one  of  the  Tutors^  or  if  any  scholar  shall 
fretjuent  any  house  or  shop  in  the  town  of  Cambridge,  after  he  is 
forbidden  by  the  President  or  one  of  the  Tutors,  he  shall  be  pun- 
ished by  them  (or  any  one  of  them)  not  exceeding  five  shillings ; 
and  if  he  persist  in  transgressing  an;  part  of  this  law,  he  shall  be 
further  punished  by  admonition,  degradation,  or  expulsion. 

9.  If  any  scholar  shall  be  convicted  of  blasphemy,  fomicatioD, 
robbery,  forgery,  or  of  any  other  very  atrocious  crime,  he  shall  be 
expelled  forthwith. 

10.  If  any  scholar  shall  profiuiely  curse,  swear,  or  take  Ood's 
name  in  vain,  he  shall  be  fined  from  five  to  ten  shillings  by  the 
President  or  one  of  the  Tutors  ;  and  if  such  scholar  do  not  reform 
be  shall  be  further  punished  by  public  admonition,  degradation,  or 
expulsion,  aa  the  circumstances  may  be. 

11.  If  any  Graduate  shall  play  at  cards  or  dice  be  shall  be  fined 
twenty  shillings  :  if  he  shall  offend  again  he  shall  make  a  public 
confession  ;  and  if  the  third  time  he  shall  not  be  allowed  to  con- 
tinue any  longer  at  the  College,  or  be  expelled  as  the  nature  of 
the  offence  shall  require.     If  any  Undergraduate  shall  play  at  cards 
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(H  die«,  he  stull  be  punished  bjr  fine  not  «zceeding  ten  afailliagB 
with  admonition,  or  by  degradation,  or  expulsion,  according  to  tha 
aggraration  of  the  offence.  And  if  an;  Undergraduate  ahaU  [da; 
at  any  game  whatsoever,  for  money  or  money's  worth,  he  shall  be 
punished  by  the  President  or  one  of  the  Tut(»s  not  exceeding  fira 
Bhillioga.  And  if  be  repeat  his  ofience,  or  play  for  any  thing  of 
conaidenihle  value,  be  shall  be  further  punished  by  admonitkm, 
degradation,  or  expulsion,  according  to  the  aggravation  of  the 
oSi^nce. 

12.  If  any  Undergraduates  shall  buy,  sell,  barter  or  esohange 
among  tbemselvea  books,  apparel,  or  any  other  thing  to  above  ooe 
shilling  value,  without  leave  of  the  President,  their  Tntora,  guar- 
dians, or  parents,  it  shall  be  in  tlie  power  of  the  President,  or  their 
Tutors  to  make  void  such  bargain,  and  ttie  guilty  shall  be  puniab- 
ed  by  fine  not  exceeding  fire  shillings,  or  otherwise  according  to  Uie 
aggravation  of  the  crime. 

13.  If  any  scholar  shall  be  guilty  of  lying,  he  riiall  br  the  Sm. 
offence  be  fined  by  the  President  or  one  of  the  Tutors  not  ezcBe^ 
ing  five  shillings,  and  if  he  persist  therein,  he  shall  make  a  pnblio 
confession,  be  degraded,  or  expelled. 

14.  If  any  scholar  shall  be  guilty  of  stealing,  he  shall  make  full 
restitution  ;  and  be  liable  to  pay  double  damages  besides  to  the 
party  injured,  ^d  shall  be  punished  by  making  a  public  oonfes- 
aion,  by  degradation,  or  expulsion,  according  the  degree  of  the 
ofience. 

15.  If  any  scholar  shall  be  guilty  of  opening  by  pick-look,  or 
&lse  key,  or  other  instrument ;  or  of  breaking  open  any  chamber, 
study,  cellar,  chest,  desk,  or  any  place  under  lock  and  key,  or  otbu^ 
wise  secured,  he  shall  make  good  all  damages,  and  be  punished  by 
fine  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings,  and  make  a  public  confen(»i, 
or  be  degraded,  or  expelled. 

And  if  any  scholar  shall  have  a  pick-lock  or  false  key  by  him, 
it  shall  be  counted  a  misdemeanor  and  be  punished  at  the  diswe- 
tion  the  President  and  Tutors. 

16.  If  any  scholar  shall  be  guilty  of  drunkenness,  he  shall  be 
fined  five  shillings,  or  he  shall  make  a  public  confession,  be  d^^- 
ded,  or  expelled,  according  to  the  aggravation  of  the  ofience. 

17.  No  person  of  what  degree  soever  residing  in  the  College 
shall  make  use  of  any  distilled  spirits,  or  of  any  such  mixed  drinks 
as  punch  or  flip  in  entertaining  one  another  or  strangers.  And 
if  any  Undergraduate  shall  transgress  this  law,  he  shall  be  poniaked 
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fertbefintofieiice  by  the  President  or  one  of  the  Tutors,  ir  a  Bteb- 
flior,  by  the  President  and  Tutors,  not  exceeding  fi?e  shillings ;  for 
the  second  oSeoce,  not  exceeding  ten  shillings  ;  for  a  third  offence 
be  shall  make  a  public  confession  ;  and  for  a  fourth  offence,  he 
shall  be  degraded,  or  eipeiled. 

18.  No  Undergraduate  shall  keep  by  him  brandy,  rum,  or  any 
other  distilled  spirituous  liquors  -,  neither  shall  he  send  for  any  of 
the  said  liquors  without  leave  from  the  President  or  one  of  the  Tn- 
tors ;  and  whosoerer  shall  transgress  this  law  shall  have  the  said 
liquor  that  is  found  with  htm  taken  from  him,  and  disposed  of  by 
the  Preeident  and  Tutors ;  and  he  shall  be  further  punished  not 
exceeding  fire  shillings.  And  any  scholar  that  shall  fetch  Bueb 
spirituous  liquors,  without  leave  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  punished  la 
like  manner. 

10.  Whereas  much  damage  has  been  sustained  by  the  cutting  of 
lead  fiom  off  the  Old  College,  for  the  future,  the  door  leading  up  to 
the  top  of  the  said  College  shall  be  always  kept  locked,  and  there 
shall  be  two  keys  to  the  lock  of  said  door,  one  of  them  to  be 
left  with  the  President,  the  other  with  the  Butler ;  and  if  any  scbol-  - 
ar  (except  the  Butler)  be  seen  on  top  on  said  College,  without 
leave  from  the  President  or  one  of  the  Tutors,  he  shall  pay  not  ex- 
ceeding five  shillings.  And  if  he  cuts  or  takes  any  lead  from  thence, 
be  shall  pay  not  exceeding  five  shillings,  and  repair  all  damages. 
And  if  any  scholar  is  found  privy  to  the  transgression  of  this  law, 
and  does  not  discover  it,  he  shall  pay  not  exceeding  fire  shillings, 
as  the  President  and  Tutors  shall  direct. 

SO.  Whereas  there  have  been  at  sundry  times  great  disturbances 
occasioned  by  tuiunltuons,  indecent  noises  at  the  College,  for  pre- 
venting the  like  for  the  futore,  it  is  ordered,  that  if  any  scholar  or 
scholars  belonging  to  the  College  shall  be  found  guilty  of  Braking 
tumultuous  or  indecent  itoises,  to  the  dishonor  and  disturbance  of 
the  College,  ot  to  the  disturbance  of  the  Town  or  any  of  its  inhab- 
itants ;  every  scholar  so  offending  shall  be  liable  to  be  fined  five 
shillings,  and  to  be  publicly  admonished  or  degraded  for  the  first 
(^nce  ;  for  the  second  offence,  to  be  fined  (eu  shillings,  and  to  be 
degraded  or  expelled. 

31.  If  any  scholar  or  scholars,  being  thereunto  required,  shall 
refuse  to  give  evidence  respecting  the  t«eacb  of  any  College  laws, 
or  shall  falsify  therein  upon  examination  before  the  President  or 
Tutors,  he  or  they  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  ten  shiiU 
lings,  cs  by  admonition,  degradation,  or  expulsion. 
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32.  For  reoderiDg  more  effectual  the  fines  that  are  impoaed  bj 
the  PreddeDt,  Professors,  Tutors,  or  lastruclor,  it  is  oidered,  that 
they  be  so  particularly  specified  as  that  the  parents  or  guardians  of 
the  delinquents  may  know  how  much  and  for  what  they  are  punish- 
ed. And  to  this  end,  the  Butler  shall  be  obliged  quarterly  to  pre- 
pare and  sign  a  list  of  each  pupil's  punishaienta,  giving  an  account 
for  what  they  were  imposed,  and  shall  lay  the  same  before  the  Tu- 
tor, whose  turn  it  ia  to  make  up  the  quarter-bill ;  and  then  irans- 
mit  it  to  the  Steward,  who  shall  annex  it  to  the  account  of  charges 
which  he  shall  send  to  such  pupil's  parent  or  guardian ;  and  the 
Butler  and  Steward  shall  be  allowed  out  of  the  fines  for  their  trou- 
ble and  charge  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  t))e  Corporation. 

23.  Notwithstanding  the  preceding  pecuniary  mulcts.  It  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President,  Tutors,  or  Professors,  to  punish  Under- 
graduates by  boxing,  when  they  shall  judge  the  nature  or  circom- 
stances  of  the  oHence  call  for  it.         , 

24. 'Pio  scholar  (or  his  parent  or  guardian  in  his  behalf)  shall 
ttihihit  to  any  other  authority  than  that  of  the  College,  a  complaint 
against  any  of  the  governors,  or  resident  members  thereof,  toi  any 
injury  cognizable  by  the  authority  of  the  College,  before  be  has 
soijght  for  redress  to  the  President  and  Tutors,  and  in  case  of  their 
denying  him  relief,  to  the  Corporation  and  Overseers;  and  if  any 
scholar  (or  his  parent  or  guardian  for  him)  shall,  without  such 
^•{dication  made,  or  contrary  to  the  determination  of  the  Corpora- 
tion and  Overseers,  carry  said  complaint  to  any  other  authority, 
snch  scholar  shall  forthwith  be  expelled  the  College. 

CHAPTER  V. 

Concerning  the  Scholars^  Commons. 

I.  All  the  Tutors  and  Professors,  Graduates  and  Undergraduates, 
irho  have  studies  in  College,  shall  constantly  he  in  commons  while 
actually  residing  at  College,  vacation-time  excepted,  and  shall  dine 
and  sup  in  the  hall,  at  the  stated  meal-times,  except  waiters  (and 
such  whose  parents  or  guardians  live  so  nigh  that  they  may  couven' 
iently  board  with  them),  and  such  others  as  the  President  and 
Tutors  shall,  in  cases  of  necessity,  exempt.  Provided  always,  that 
no  Professor  or  Tutor  shall  be  exempted  but  by  leave  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, with  the  consent  of  the  Overseers.  And  the  tables  shall  be 
covered  with  clean  linen  cloths  of  a  suitable  length  and  breadth, 
twice  a  week,  and  furnished  with  pewter  plates,  the  plates  to  be 
procured  at  the  charge  of  the  College,  and  aflerwards  to  be  maio- 
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tained  at  the  cfaarge  of  the  scholars,  both  Qradnales  and  Undergrad- 
aates,  in  such  manner  as  the  Corporatioa  shall  direct 

2.  Tfo  Bcholar  aha!)  be  put  ia  or  out  of  Commons,  but  on  Tues- 
days or  Fridays,  and  no  Bachelor  or  Undergraduate  but  by  a  note  from 
the  President,  or  one  of  the  Tutors,  (if  an  Undergraduate,  from  his 
own  Tutor,  if  in  town ;)  and  when  any  Bachelors  or  Undergradu- 
ates have  been  out  of  Commons,  the  waiters,  at  their  respective 
tables,  shall,  on  the  first  Tuesday  or  Friday  afler  they  become 
obliged,  by  the  preceding  law,  to  be  in  commons,  put  them  into 
commons  again,  by  note,  after  the  manner  above  directed.  And 
if  any  Master  neglects  to  put  himself  into  commons,  when,  by 
the  preceding  law,  he  is  obliged  to  be  in  commons,  the  waiters  OQ 
the  Masters'  table  shall  apply  to  the  President  or  one  of  the  Tutors 
for  a  note  to  put  him  into  Commons,  and  inform  him  of  it 

3.  The  waiters,  when  the  l>ell  tolls  at  meal-times,  shaJI  receive 
the  plates  and  victuals  at  the  iiitc  hen -hatch  and  carry  the  same  to 
the  several  tables  for  which  they  are  designed.  And  none  shall  re- 
ceive their  commons  out  of  the  hall,  except  in  case  of  sickness  or 
some  weighty  occasion.  And  the  Senior  Tutor  or  other  senior 
scholar  in  the  hall,  shall  crave  blessing  and  return  thanks.  And 
all  the  scholars,  while  at  their  meals,  shall  sit  in  their  places  and 
behave  themselves  decently  and  orderly,  and  whosoever  shall  be 
rude  or  clamorous  at  such  time,  or  shall  go  out  of  the  hall  before 
thanks  be  returned,  shall  be  punished  by  one  of  the  Tutors  not 
exceeding  five  shillings. 

CHAPTER  TI. 

Jlbout  Academical  Degrees, 

1.  No  academical  degrees  shall  be  given  but  by  the  Corporation 
with  the  consent  of  the  Overseers.    . 

2.  Every  scholar  that  on  proof  is  found  able  to  read  the  original 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  into  the  Latin  tongue,  and,  to 
resolve  them  logically  and  to  be  well  instructed  in  the  principles  of 
the  Mathematics,  and  Natural  and  Moral  Philosophy,  (wilhal  being 
of  a  blameless  life  and  conversalion,)  and  at  any  public  act  shall 
have  the  approbation  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  College, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Overseers,  may  be  invested  with  a  first 
degree,  v'lx.  Bachelor  of  Arls ;  oiherwiso  no  scholar  may  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  first  degree,  unless  he  haih  been  at  the  College  three 
j^eara  and  ten  months  at  the  least,  from  bis  admission,  being  blame- 
less, and  having  attended  upon  and  performed  all  public  e: 
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3.  What  Bachelor  aoever  efaall  make  a  commoD  place  or  synopsii 
of  any  of  the  arts  or  eclences,  and  publicly  read  the  aame  in  the 
College  hall,  in  the  third  year  afler  his  first  degree,  and  be  ready 
to  defend  his  theses,  aod  is  skilled  in  the  original  tongues,  and 
coatinueth  blameless,  shall,  after  approbation  at  a  public  act,  be 
capable  of  a  second  degree,  riz.  of  Master  of  Arts.  And  no  other 
degree  shall  be  given  besides  the  above  named,  but  in  such  cases 
and  upon  sucfa  conditions  as  the  Corporation  shall  judge  fit,  the 
Oteerseera  consenting  thereunto.  And  every  person  that  has 
received  any  degree,  may  have  a  diploma  testifying  tlie  same,  if 
he  shall  desire  it,  and  bring  a  fair  copy  of  the  established  form 
written  on  parchment,  and  other  things  necessary  thereto. 

4.  Each  candidate  for  his  first  or  second  degree  shall  pay  twenty 
shillings  to  the  President,  and  twenty  shillings  to  the  steward 
towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  Commencement  dinner  ;  and 
each  candidate  for  his  second  degree  shall  pay  twenty  sbillinge  lo 
the  Steward  for  the  use  of  the  College. 

5.  No  person  shall  receive  a  first  or  second  degree,  unless  be 
exhibits  to  the  President  a  certificate  from  the  Steward  that  be  boa 
satisfied  his  College  dues  charged  in  the  quarter-bills,  or  otherwise 
according  lo  custom  ;  nor  shall  any  person  be  admitted  to  either  .of 
the  degrees  aforesaid,  who  hath  not  p^id  every  other  officer  of  the 
College  his  just  dues,  provided  such  officer  make  complaint  thereof 
to  the  President  and  Tutors,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  of  June. 

6.  For  preventing  disorder  and  extravagances  at  Comnence- 
ment,  it  is  ordered,  that  the  Commencement,  for  the  time  to  come, 
be  more  private  than  formerly,  and  tHat  the  particular  day  for  the 
Commencement,  from  time  to  time,  be  appointed  by  the  Corpora- 
tion, that  the  Honourable  and  Reverend  Overseers  of  the  College 
be  seasonably  acquainted  with  said  day,  and  be  desired  to  honour 
the  solemnity  with  their  presence.  That  the  exercises  of  Commence- 
ment be  the  same,  and  performed  in  such  public  manner  as  uanal. 
That  the  particular  day  for  the  candidates  for  their  second  degree 
to  appear  at  College  be  left,  from  year  to  year,  (o  the  determiiiB- 
tion  of  the  Corporation.    That  a  dinner  be  provided  in  the  ball 

'  as  usual.  And  (hat  no  commencer  shall  have  at  bis  chamber  any 
plumb  cake,  or  plain  cake,  or  pyes,  or  hot  meats  of  any  sort,  except 
what  Is  left  of  the  dinner  in  the  hall ;  or  any  brandy,  mm,  or  any 
distilled  spirits  or  composition  made  whh  any  of  them.  And  if  any 
of  these  prohibited  drinks  or  provisions  sbaJI  be  fonnd  in  the 
chambers  or  studies  of  any  of  the  commencerSiCffwitbtaanjoftbe 
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depeDdencies  thereof,  such  offender  shall  be  liable  to  be  debarred 
his  degrees.  And  whosoever,  after  he  has  taken  his  degree,  shall, 
nt  that  Commencement,  act  contrary  to  any  of  these  prohibilioaa, 
and  be  convicted  thereof  within  three  months,  shall  be  liable  to  be 
denied  bis  second  degree,  if  a  Bachelor  ;  and  if  a  Master,  he  shall 
be  liable  to  be  denied  a  diploma,  and  all  privilege  of  ever  living  at 
the  College ;  and  the  Corporation  with  the  Tulots  ahall  nnt  Iht 
chambers  of  the  commencers  to  aee  that  this  law  be  wdl  obserred. 

CHAPTER  vrr. 
^out  the  steward,  Cook,  and  Butler. 

I.  While  the  same  person  is  ateward  and  cook,  he  shall  procure 
wholesome  and  suitable  bread,  beer,  and  other  provisions  for  the 
scholars;  and  may  advance  fifty  per  cent,  above  the  carrent  price. 
And  he  shall  allow  to  the  College  for  the  kitchen,  brew-house,  and 
for  the  use,  wear,  and  tear  of  College  utensils  belonging  to  his 
office,  so  moch  per  annum  as  the  Corporation  shall  direct. 

3.  The  price  of  bread,  beer,  and  commons,  and  sizing;  at  the 
kitchen  shall  be,  from  time  to  time,  stated  by  the  Corporation. 

3.  The  steward  shall,  at  the  direction  of  the  Corporation,  pro- 
cure, at  the  charge  of  the  College,  all  proper  utensils  for  the  but- 
tery and  kitchen,  from  time  to  time  as  there  shall  be  occasion. 

4.  The  butler  and  cook  shall  (:onstantly  keep  the  rooms  and 
Utensils  belonging  to  their  sererai  offices  sweet  and  clean,  fit  ibr 
use.  And  the  kitchen  pewter  in  constant  use  shall  be  scoured 
twice  a  quarter,  and  the  butler's  drinking  vessels  once  a  week,  or 
ollener,  as  the  President  and  Tutors  shall  direct.  And  said  butler 
and  cook  shall  exhibit  to  them  an  inventory  of  the  utensils  belong- 
ing to  their  respective  ofEces  once  a  quarter.  And  in  case  of  neg- 
lect in  any  of  the  articles  of  this  law,  said  batler  and  cook  shall 
be  subject  to  a  line  not  eicceeding  twenty  shillings,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  President  and  Tutors. 

5.  The  buder  shall  take  care  that  all  fines  imposed  by  the  Presi-  ) 
dent.  Tutors,  Professors,  or  Instructor,  be  fairly  recorded  in  a  '. 
book,  by  him  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  quarterly  deliver 
said  book  to  the  Tutor  that  makes  up  the  quarter-bill ;  and  such 
Tutor  shall  not  remit  or  abate  any  fine,  without  the  consent  of  the 
President,  Professors,  and  Tutors,  or  major  part  of  them,  at  a  meelp 
ing  duly  warned. 

18 1 
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6.  The  butler  and  .cook  respeciivelj  shall  be  accoaoUble  for 
such  of  the  College  utensils  as  ihey  hare  in  their  caatodj,  and 
shall  make  good  all  such  detriment  or  loss  aa  shall  happen  to  said 
utensils  b;  their  neglect  And  said  buder  and  cook  shall  obseiTe 
nhat  number  and  kind  of  uteosila  the  waiters  carry  to  each  table 
in  the  hall,  and  shBll  immediatelj  after  meals  demand  the  same  of 
the  senior  waiter  at  each  table  then  present ;  and  if  any  ntensil 
be  not  forthwith  returned,  the  waiters  of  the  table  where  it  was 
employed  shall  (upon  complaint  made  to  the  President  and  Tutors) 
be  obliged  to  pay  the  value  thereof  for  the  use  of  the  College. 
And  whofloerer  shall  damnify  or  abuse  any  of  the  Cdlege  utensils, 
or  any  thing  else  belonging  to  the  College,  shaU  (upon  complaint 
made  as  aforesaid)  be  obliged  to  make  good  such  damage,  and  be 
liable  to  such '  further  punishment  as  the  President  and  Tutors 
shall  think  fit 

7.  The  steward  for  the  time  being  shall,  within  fourteen  days 
after. the  expiration  of  each  quarter,  draw  out  the  quarter-bill; 
and  fill  up  the  column  of  commons  and  sizings,  and  deliver  the 
same  to  the  Tutor  whose  turn  it  shall  be  to  make  up  such  bill ; 
who  shall  fill  op  the  other  columna  according  to  law  or  custom, 
snd  such  adjustments  agreeable  thereto,  as  shall  be  made  by  the 
President  and  Tutors,  and  then  shall  present  it  to  the  President, 
who  with  said  Tutor  shall  sign  said  bill ;  and  the  said  Tutor  shall 
enter  the  said  bill  immediately  in  the  College  book  of  quarter>bills, 
after  which  he  shall  deliver  it  to  the  steward,  who  shall  demand  of 
each  scholar  the  whole  of  what  he  is  therein  charged  with. 

8.  Whereas  great  damage  has  been  sustained  by  the  scholars 
not  aeaaoDablj  paying  their  College  dues,  it  is  ordered  that  if  any 
scholar  shall  neglect  to  pay  his  quarterly  charges  for  the  space  of 
three  months  after  the  quarter-bill  is  signed,  he  shall  (upon  com- 
plaint made  by.  the  steward  to  the  President  snd  Tutors)  be  dis- 
missed from  the  College,  and  shstl  not  be  restored  but  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Corporation,  and  upon  full  satisfaction  given 
fin  all  damages  sustained  by  such  neglects. 

9.  The  butler  shall  wait  upon  the  President  at  the  hours  for 
prayer  in  the  hall,  for  his  orders  to  ring  the  bdl ;  and  also  upon  the 
Professors  for  their  lectures,  as  usual ;  he  shall  likewise  ring  the 
bell  for  commons  according  to  custom,  and  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning  and  nine  at  night.  And  the  said  butler  for  these  and 
other  services  (to  which  no  particular  reward  is  assigned)  shall  be 
allowed  sixteen  pounds  per  annum,  to  be  paid  by  the  Undergradu- 
ates, and  charged  in  their  quarter-bills. 
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10,  The  btttler  ehkll  pay  to  the  College,  from  time  to  time,  for 
abKOt  commons,  as  the  Corporation  shall  appoint.  The  butler 
shall  have  liberty  to  sell  cider  to  the  scholars  at  such  prices  aa  the 
Corporation  shall  appoint.  He  shall  also,  from  time  to  time,  as 
there  shall  be  occasion,  provide  candles  for  the  hall,  and  shall  take 
care  that  the  hall  and  the  entry  adjoining  be  swept  once  aday,  and 
washed  at  le&at  once  a  quarter,  and  that  the  tables  and  fbrms  be 
scoured  once  a  week  (except  in  the  winter  season,  when  they  shall 
be  scoured  once  in  three  weeks,  or  so  often  as  the  Tutors  shall  re- 
quire it),  for  which  he  shall  have  such  allowance  as  the  PreBident 
and  Tutors  shall  appoint,  to  be  paid  by  the  Undergraduates,  and 
charged  in  their  quarter-bills. 

CHAPTER  Viri. 

Concemijig  Miscellaneous  Matters. 

1.  The  chambers  and  studies  in  the  College  shall  be  disposed  of 
to  the  Scholars,  Graduates,  and  Undergradnates  at  the  discretion 
of  the  President  and  Tutors. 

2.  Undergraduates  shall  dwell  and  lodge  in  the  chambers  as- 
signed to  them ;  and  if  any  neglect  to  observe  this  law,  they  shall    . 
be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  five  Bbillings,  or  by  admonltioD, 
degradation,  or  expulsion,  according  to  the  aggravation  of  the 
offence. 

3.  While  a  study  stands  assigned  to  any  Graduate,  he  shall  pay 
rent  for  it ;  and  if  he  does  not  possess  and  statedly  use  it,  within 
two  months  after  it  is  assigned  him,  or  if  after  he  has  possessed  it, 
he  discontinues  three  months  from  statedly  using  it,  he  shall  be      ' 
liable  to  have  it  taken  away  by  the  President  and  Tutors. 

4.  Every  Scholat,  Graduate,  and  Undergraduate  shall  find  his 
proportion  of  furniture,  wood,  and  candles  during  the  whole  time 
of  hia  having  a  study  assigned  to  him,  whether  he  he  present  or    - 
absent. 

5.  If  Bachelors  or  Masters  set  an  example  of  idleness,  extrava- 
gance, neglect  of  public  worship  or  religious  exercises  in  the  hall, 

or  allow  disorders  in  their  chambers,  or  show  contempt  to  any  of  i 
the  laws  or  Governors  of  the  College,  and,  after  admonition  by  the 
President  and  Tutors,  do  not  reform,  their  chambers  shall  he  taken  1 
from  them,  and  they  shall  not  be  allowed  to  reside  any  longer  in 
the  College.  And  the  President,  or  any  two  o'r  more  of  the  Tu- 
tors, are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  visit  the  chambers  of 
the  Graduates,  or  send  &r  them  to  come  before  them  for  idqniry. 
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euntinatioD,  or  adiaoDition,  as  ocohuob  Bhall  require ;  and  if  any 
Graduftte  shall  deny  entrance  iata  his  chamber,  or  study,  to  the 
Preaident  or  two  of  the  Tutorst  or  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  come 
when  Bent  for,  he  shall  be  punished  in  manner  as  aforesaid. 

6.  If  the  President  or  a  Tutor  shall  demand  entrance  into  any 
Undergraduate's  chamber,  or  study,  and  it  be  denied  him,  such 
Undergraduate  shall  be  degraded,  rusticated,  or  expelled.  And  in 
this  case,  or  any  other,  wherein  the  good  of  College  is  by  said 
President  or  Tutor  tboaght  to  require  it,  the  President  or  Tutor 
may  break  open  any  chamber  or  study  door,  except  the  door  of  a 
Qradnale,  which  shall  not  be  done  but  by  the  President,  or  two  of 
the  Tutors. 

7.  The  President  or  Tutors  may  require  suitable  assistance  from 
any  scholar  or  scholars  for  the  preserration  of  the  good  order  of  the 
College ;  and  if  any  one  so  required  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  give 
hia  assistance,  it  shall  be  looked  upon  as  a  high  misdemeanor,  and 
a  great  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  College,  and  be  punished 
by  admonition,  rustication,  degradation,  or  expulsion. 

6.  The  monitors  of  the  hall  shall  be  choeen  by  the  President 
and  Tutors,  and  their  stipend  be  appointed  by  the  Corporation,  lo 
be  charged  upon  the  Undergraduates  in  their  quarter-bills. 

9.  To  excite  Tutors  from  time  to  time  to  the  greater  care  and 
fidelity  in  their  work,  those  who  shall  be  chosen  Tutors,  shall  be 
chosen  for  the  term  of  three  years  only,  at  the  expiration  whereof 
a  new  election  shall  be  made  by  the  Corporation,  and  presented  to 
the  Orerseers  for  their  acceptance. 

10.  The  Professors  shall  constantly  reside  in  Cambridge,  near 
the  College ;  and  the  Tutors  in  the  College  and  the  Corporation 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  determine  what  chambers  shall  be  Tutors' 
chambers,  (and  also  which  shall  be  the  Professors'  chambers  when 
residing  in  the  College),  as  they  shall  judge  most  commodious  lor 
them  to  inspect  the  scholars  and  prevent  disorders. 

11.  Whereas,  through  long  experience  former  orders  hare  not 
been  efiectaal  for  preventing  of  damages  to  the  College  by  the  Tio- 
lence  or  carelessness  of  those,  foi*  whose  accommodations  great 
cost  and  charges  have  from  time  to  time  been  expended,  it  is  or- 
dered, that  when  any  damage  (except  by  the  inevitable  Providence 
of  God)  shall  be  fonnd  done  to  any  chamber,  or  study,  inhabited, 
the  person  or  persons  to  whom  said  study  or  chamber  belongs,  shall 
make  good  the  same.  And  when  any  damage  is  done  to  any  othn 
parts  of  the  College,  or  to  any  of  its  af^mrtenances,  such  aa  fences, 
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ponips,  clock,  &o.,  the  same  ahall  be  in&de  good  B^ia  b;  nil  the 
Uodergraduates,  and  shall  be  charged  in  their  quarter-bills ;  pro- 
vided always  if  ihe  person  or  persons  that  were  the  cause  or  blame' 
able  occasion  of  such  damage  done  be  discovered,  he  or  they  shall 
make  full  saiisfaction  for  the  same,  and  shall  be  also  liable  to  such 
punishment  by  fine  or  otherwise,  according  to  the  demerit  of  the 
iactt  as  the  President  and  Tutors  shall  think  fit. 

12.  That  none  belonging  to  the  College,  except  the  President, 
Fellows,  Professors,  and  Tutors,  shall  by  threats  or  blows  compel  a 
Freshman  or  any  Undergraduate  to  any  duty  or  obedience  ;  and  if 
any  Undergraduate  shall  offend  against  this  law,  ho  shall  be  liable 
to  have  the  privilege  of  sending  Freshmen  taken  from  him  by  the 
President  and  Tutors,  or  be  degraded  or  expelled  according  to  the 
a^ravatioD  of  the  offence.  Neither  shall  any  Senior  scholars. 
Graduates,  or  Uadergraduates,  send  any  Freshman  on  errands  io 
Mudying  hours,  without  leave  from  one~  of  the  Tutors,  his  own 
Tutor  if  iu  College.  If  any  Bachelor  or  Undergraduate  shall  traos- 
gresB  in  this  matter,  he  shall  be  punished  hy  the  President  or  Tu- 
tDf,  not  exceeding  three  shillings  for  each  offence. 

13.  If  any  Undergraduate  refuse  or  neglect  to  come  when  sent 
for  by  the  President,  a  Tutor,  or  Professor,  he  shall  be  punished  bf 
admonition,  degradatkm,  or  expulsion,  according  to  the  sggrava- 
tion  of  the  offence. 

14.  If  any  Scholar,  Graduate,  or  Undergraduate  make  reeisianca 
to  the  President  or  any  of  the  Professors  or  Tutors,  such  Scholar 
ahall  be  liable  to  degradation  or  expulsion.  And  if  any  Scholar 
offer  violence  or  any  heinous  insult  to  any  of  the  GoTemots  of  the 
College,  he  shall  be  forthwith  expelled. 

15.  No  Undergraduate  ahall  keep  a  gun  or  pistol  in  the  College) 
or  any  where  in  Cambridge ;  nor  shall  he  go  a  gunning,  fishing, 
or  seating  over  deep  waters,  without  leave  from  the  President  or  one 
of  the  Tutors,  under  the  penalty  of  three  shillings.  And  if  any 
Scholar  shall  fire  a  gun  or  pistol  within  the  College  walls,  yard,  oK 
near  the  College,  he  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding  ten  shillings,  or 
be  addionished,  degraded,  or  expelled,  according  to  the  aggravation 
of  the  offence. 

16.  If  any  schcdar  shall  be  convicted  of  fighting  with,  or  striking, 
or  wiliiilly  hurting  any  person,  he  shall  be  fined  by  the  President 
"or  one  of  the  Tutors,  not  exceeding  five  shiUtngs,  or  be  adnumished 
degraded,  or  expelled,  according  to  the  aggravation  of  the  offence. 
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17.  No  Bchdu  who  hu  been  expelled  the  C<dlege  shd]  be  t«- 
idmitted  by  tbe  President,  Profesnrs,  and  Tutors,  witboat  tbe  con- 
■eal  of  tbe  CorpormtioD. 

18.  All  fines  above  five  shillings  (except  in  tbe  csaea  already 
[m>rided  Ibr),  and  all  public admooitions,  ruaticalioDs,  and  degnda- 
tiooa,  either  in  tbe  game  class  or  to  a  lower  class,  shall  be  bj  tbe 
Pfeaident  and  Tutoni,  and  all  eqmlsions  bjr  the  President,  Profes- 
■ora,  and  Tators ;  and  in  ibetbremeniiooed  cases,  the  determination 
shall  be  made  by  the  major  part  of  tbem,  tbe  President  having  a 
casting  vote. 

19.  Whereas  in  some  years  past  there  have  been  great  damages 
done  to  tbe  chambers  and  cellars  of  tbe  College,  during  the 
vacation ;  lor  the  prevention  thereof,  it  is  hereby  ordered  and  direc- 
ted, that  tbe  President  and  Tutors  appoint  some  suitable  persons  to 
reside  at  tbe  College  duriog  sacb  vacation  times,  who  shall  have  in 
charge,  to  take  care  of  and  prevent  damages  to  any  of  tbe  cham- 
bers, cellars,  or  fences,  belonging  to  the  College,  and  no  other 
scholars,  being  Junior  Bachelors,  or  Undergraduates  shall  cmitinne 
in  tbe  College  from  and  after  the  Commencement  week,  or  any  part 
of  that  tiine,  unless  those  whom  the  President  and  Tutors  on  some 
^lecial  reason  shall  permit.  And  if  any  shall  presume  without 
such  leave  or  permission  so  to  continue,  they  shall  be  punished  by 
fine  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings,  or  by  degradation,  or  rusUcation, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  President  and  Tutors. 

20.  Whereas  tbe  President  and  Tutors  have  been  oflen  much 
incommoded,  in  settling  the  chambers  after  the  Commencement, 
bj  reason  of  ibeir  not  knowing  what  Junior  Bachelors  will  live  ,in 
CoU^e  after  they  have  taken  their  d^ees ;  Therefore  it  is 
hereby  ordered,  that  whosoever  of  said  Bacbelon,  shall  not,  on 
or  before  the  Saturday  alter  the  Commencement,  signify  to  tbe 
Fre«dent  that  he  designs  yet  to  hold  his  chamber  at  College,  shall 
be  supposed  to  leave  iti  and  tbe  same  chamber  shall  (at  tbe  time 
of  the  settlement  of  the  chambers)  be  di^iosed  of  by  the  President 
and  Tutors  to  any  other  person  at  their  disraetion.  And  whoso- 
ever of  said  Bachelors  shall  signify  his  design  as  above  still  to 
bold  his  chamber,  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  one  quarter's  rent,  though 
be  should  desire  to  relinquish  such  his  chamber  within  the  quarter, 
unless  be  should  make  snch  relinqaishment  before  tbe  time  when 
the  President  and  Tutors  shall  make  the  general  settlement  of  the 
chambers  after  the  Comtnencement. 

31.  Whereas  the  Senior  Sc^histers  have  taken  it  fc^  granted, 
that  they  had  liberty  to  go  out  of  town  and  absent  themselves  from 
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the  College  without  leaTe,  after  they  are  dismissed  from  their 
stated  exercises  with  their  Tutors,  b;  which  meaos  they  hare 
lost  the  benefit  of  the  instructions  of  the  ProfeBsor  oT  Divinity, 
and  those  also  of  the  Proressor  of  Natural  Philosophy  and  the  Math- 
ematicks,  which  (by  the  sixth  law  in  the  third  chapter  of  College 
Lawa)  they  are  obliged  to  attend  till  the  twentieth  day  of  June, 
therefore  voted,  That  if  any  Senior  Sophister  shall,  from  the  tenth 
day  of  March  to  the  twentieth  day  of  June,  presume  to  go  out  of 
town,  without  leave  from  the  President  or,  in  his  absence,  from 
one  of  the  Professors,  he  shall,  be  punished,  not  exceeding  five 
Bbillings,  at  the  discretion  of  the  President  or  one  of  the  Professors. 
And  in  case  any  such  Senior  Sophister  shall  continue  his  absence  be- 
yond the  time  he  had  leave  for,  he  shall  be  punished  by  the  Presi- 
dent  and  Professors,  according  to  the  law  made  and  provided  in  such 
casea  for  all  Undergraduates,  viz.  law  second,  iu  chapter  fourth  of 
the  College  Laws.  Furthermore,  in  case  any  Senior  Sophister,  who 
shall  have  presumed  to  go  out  of  town  without  leave,  shall  continue 
his  absence,  he  shall  he  punished,  not  exceeding  six  pence  per  day, 
four  shillinga  per  week,  and  twenty  shillings  per  month.  And  if 
his  abaence  shall  exceed  two  months,  he  shall  be  denied  his  de- 
gree that  year.  Provided  nevertheless,  that  the  President  and 
Professors  shall  have  power  (o  abate,  at  their  discretion,  all  or  any 
part  of  the  pnnishments  above  provided,  according  to  the  sads&c- 
tion  such  Senior  Sophister  shall  give  to  them  concerning  his 
absence.  And  it  is  further  ordered  and  directed,  that  the  Senior 
Sophisters  shall  be  continued  in  the  monitor's  bill,  till  the  afore- 
said twentieth  day  of  June. 

32.  Whereas  scholars  may  be  guilty  of  disorders  or  misdemean- 
ors, against  which  no  provision  is  made  by  the  foregoing  laws,  in 
all  such  cases  the  President  with  the  Tutors  shall  inflict  such  pun- 
ishment as  they  think  proper,  according  to  the  nature  and  degree 
of  the  offence.  And,  in  all  punishments  below  expulsion,  more  thaa 
one  may  be  inflicted  for  the  same  crime,  according  to  the  aggrava- 
tion of  it 

[At  the  end  of  each  Student's  copy  of  the  College  Laws,  it  was  the 
nssge  to  add  the  official  certificate  of  hia  admission  into  the  Dniversity. 
The  following  is  the  certificate  granted  to  the  late  Dr.  Holyoke,  whose 
copy  of  the  laws  has  been  here  followed.] 

EDTARstiB  HoLTOKE    admi'tatur  in.  Collegium  Harvardinum, 
EDVARD.  HOLYOKE,  Prases. 
CanUbr.  15to  Calend.  Henricus  Flynt,      1 

Septembris,  1743.  Belcher  Hancock,  S  Socii. 

JosephuB  Mayhew,  j 
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Pro/e«or    Wiggleswortk't    Reply  to    WhiufielcCs   Charge$ 
against  the   College. 

And  this  brings  us  to  ;our  "  reproachral  reflections  upon 

theSocietj  which  is  immcdiatelj  tinder  onr  care."  The  reflectiooa 
«re  these,  as  yon  rehearse  them,  p.  13.  "  As  far  as  I  conld  gather 
from  some  who  well  knew  the  state  of  it  [the  College]  not  far  bu- 
perior  to  our  Universities,  in  piety  and  true  godliness.  —  Tutors 

neglect  to  pray  with  and  examine  the  heart  of  their  pupils. Dis- 

cipline  is  at  too  low  an  ebb  : Bad  books  are  become  feahion- 

able  among  them.  —  Tillotson  and  Clark  are  read,  instead  of 
Shepherd,  Stoddard,  and  such  like  Evangelical  writers." 

You  say,  first,  that  "  aa  far  as  you  could  gather  from  some,  who 
knew  the  state  of  the  College  well,  it  is  not  fiir  superior  to  onr 
Unifersities  in  piety  and  true  godliness."  —  To  know  what  yon 
mean  by  this,  we  must  look  to  the  character  yon  give  of  the  Uni- 
rersilies  in  England.  Now  this  we  have  in  your  Journal  at  Wil- 
liamsburgh,  p.  109,  where  speaking  of  the  College  at  that  place, 
you  say,  "  It  may  be  of  excellent  use,  if  learning  Christ  be  made 
the  foundation  of  their  study,  and  other  arts  and  sciences  only  in- 
troduced and  pursued  as  subservient  to  that.  For  want  of  (his,  most 
of  our  English  Schools  and  Universities  are  sunk  iuio  nicer  Semi- 
naries of  Paganism.  Christ  or  Christianity  is  scarce  so  moch  u 
named  among  them." As  for  this  your  character  of  the  Uni- 
versities in  Eugland,  we  only  say,  that  you  have  taught  us  to  believe 
you  with  discretion,  by  telling  the  world,  that  our  state,  with  req>ect 
to  "  piety  and  true  godliness,  is  not  far  superior  to  this."  —  Con- 
cerning our  own  Academy,  we  say,  we  are  far  from  boasting  of  its 
piety  and  true  godliness.  We  are  heartily  sorry,  that  there  is  not 
much  more  of  these  to  be  found  among  the  youth  under  your  care, 
than  there  is.  And  yet  we  may  with  great  truth,  and  without  any 
immodesty,  affirm,  that  the  knowledge  of  the  only  true  God,  and  of 
Jesus  Christ  whom  he  hath  sent,  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
Students  as  that,  in  comparisoQ  whereof  they  ought  to  account  all 
other  things  but  loss  and  dung 

You  go  00  and  say,  "  Tutors  neglect  to  pray  with  their  pupils," 
To  which  we  answer,  that  this  is  either  not  true,  or  not  any  just 
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matter  of  reproach,  as  yon  would  have  it  tboaght  to  be.  If  foa 
inteiuied,  by  this  account  of  us,  to  make  the  world  believe,  that 
social  worship  of  God  is  not  maintained  in  the  College,  that  Tutors 
and  pupila  don't  attend  upon  the  public  reading  of  the  holy  Scri[^ 
turea,  and  join  together  in  solemn  prayers,  morning  and  e^eniog, 
yon  hare  represented  us  as  sunk  into  something  as  bad,  or  worsoi 
than  mere  Paganism.  But  then  this  representation  is  bo  vile  » 
slander,  that  we  can  hardly  believe,  that,  in  the  six  days  you  gave 
yourself  to  be  acquainted  with  credible  persons,  and  take  their 
information,  you  met  with  a  single  man,  who  was  false  and  bold 
enoug!i  to  give  you  such  an  account  of  us. 

If  you  say,  that  this  was  not  your  meaning,  that  you  intended  no 
more  than  to  let  the  world  know,  that  besides  those  prayers  which 
Tnlors  and  Pupils  conjunctly  offer  up  to  God  morning  and 
evening,  each  Tutor  don't  take  his  own  pupils  into  his  chamber 
and  pray  with  them  again ;  how  does  this  prove  what  yoa  seemed 
to  have  designed  it  lor,  viz.  that  our  Society  is  "  not  far  superior 
to  such  as  are  sunk  into  mere  Seminaries  of  Paganism,"  as  yoa 
say  the  Universities  in  England  are  7  What  law  of  Christ  hath 
made  this  an  ordinary  duty  of  Tutors,  that  yon  should  think  the 
neglect  of  it  such  a  reproach,  that  the  world  ought  to  hear  itT  If 
some  credible  person  should  tell  you  concerning  any  professed 
Christian  householder,  that  besides  worshipping  God  morning  and 
evening  with  his  whole  family,  he  did  not  divide  it  into  three  or 
four  parts,  and  pray  with  each  of  them  again  by  themselves,  would 
you  think  this  such  an  heinous  neglect,  that  all  the  British  domin- 
ions ought  to  ring  of  itf  And  would  you  think  that  you  represent- 
ed the  conduct  of  such  an  householder  in  a  Christian  manner,  if 
you  should  print  it  in  yoiir  Journal,  that  he  neglected  to  pray  with 
his  children,  only  because  he  never  shut  out'the  rest  of  his  family, 
when  he  pray'd  with  them  1  If  you  say,  that  the  case  of  the  Tutom 
difiers  from  that  of  an  householder,  because  it  is  not  a  Tutor,  but 
the  President,  who  is  ordinarily  the  month  of  the  College  in  their 
address  to  God ;  we  answer,  that  this  makes  the  difference  not 
great ;  forasmuch  as  if  the  Tutors  have  any  thing  upon  their 
hearts,  which  they  desire  their  pupils  should  hear  them  offer  up  to 
God  for  them,  they  have  frequent  opportunities  to  present  these 
desires  of  their  souls  to  God  in  the  hearing  of  their  pupils,  by  the 
necessary  absence  ofthe  President,  upon  one  account  or  other,  from 
morning  or  evening  prayers ;  upon  which  occasions  the  Tutors 
sopply  his  [dace  by  tarns. 
19t 
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Toot  next  reflection  upon  our  College,  [s,  thU  "  Tutors  dooH 
examine  the  hearts  of  their  pupils."  What  yon  inteDi)  by  this,  we 
are  much  at  a  loss  to  conceive.  Indeed  we  are  very  aensible,  that  it 
IB  a  great  dntjr,  which  nearly  concenie  as  all,  to  examine  our  own 
hearts  with  the  ntmoet  diligence  and  care.  But  that  it  is  oar  datf 
ordinarily  to  examine  the  hearts  of  others,  is  Dot  so  clear.  Ths 
Son  of  God,  idAo  hath  his  eyes  hkt  unto  afiame  of  fin,  hath  said. 
Rev.  ii-  23,  All  the  CkurtJus  shall  hum,  that  I  am  Ht  mho  searrAa 
the  reins  and  heart.  Would  yoa  have  Tutors  inrade  his  preroga- 
tite,  and  make  the  churches  know  that  others  beside  the  Son  of 
Qod,  may,  and  ought  to  undertake  this  scrniiny  1  Or,  do  yoa  intend 
the  expression  in  a  Popish  sense,  and  mean,  that  oar  Tutors  neglect 
to  bring  their  pupils  before  them  to  secret  confession,  as  the  Romish 
priests  do  by  their  people  1  If  this  ba  yoar  meaning,  speak  out.  Sir, 
and  tell  us  plainly,  that  you  think  the  Popish  practice  of  aoricular 
confession  ought  to  be  introduced  in  the  College,  that  it  may 
with  more  speed  and  ease  he  propagated  through  the  couDtry.  ITbei^ 
ever  yoa  tell  na  in  {Jain  terms,  we  shall  be  at  no  loss  for  an  answer. 
If  you  reply,  that  you  meant  nothing  of  all  this,  but  only  intended 
that  the  souls  of  the  pupils  are  not  taken  care  of,  by  thoae  who  have 
the  government  and  instruction  of  them,  that  "  Christ,  or  Cluistiaii- 
ity,  is  scarce  so  much  as  named  among  them,"  which  you  say  is  the 
case  of  the  Universities  in  England  ;  and  that  the  connsels  and 
warnings  of  God  are  not  set  before  them  ;  we  answer,  that  if  this, 
and  not  something  much  worse,  he  what  you  meant  by  saying, 
"Tutors  neglect  to  examine  the  hearts  of  their  pupils,"  it  is  a  very 
injurious  and  false  representation.  And  you  might  eanly  have 
known  it  to  be  so,  upon  much  less  than  six  days'  enquiry,  if  your 
ears  had  not  been  more  open  to  evil  reports,  than  to  good  ones.  -  -  - 
Is  not  every  exposition  of  the  President,  and  every  lecture  of  the  Or 
vinity  Professor,  an  address  to  the  Students  upon  the  important  points 
of  our  holy  religion  T  Are  not  these  all  in  some  measure  profitable  far 
doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  or  for  instruction  in  righteous- 
ness 1  And  is  it  not  a  distinguishing  advantage  to  the  youth  of  the 
College,  which  both  they  and  their  friends  ooght  to  be  very 
thank  fnl  to  God  for,  that  they  have  the  benefit  of  these  four  timet 
a  week,  heaidewhat  they  enjoy  in  common  with  other  Christians, 
viz.  The  exercises  of  the  Lord's  Day,  and  Lectures  on  other  daya 
out  of  the  College  T  —  And  as  for  the  Tntors,  whom  you  particu- 
larly charge  with  neglect,  if  you  mean,  that  they  are  generally  so  groafr 
ly  negligent  of  their  duty,  with  regard  to  taking  proper  opportnnhiei 


D,g,l,.9cbyGOOglC 


APFEITDIX.  147] 

10  ttlk  MriooBlj  and  gIomIjf  with  the  popils  sboat  their  spiritii&l 
ooDcerna,  u  does  in  «nj  measure  justify  your  reflectioim,  the; 

deny  the  ctia^e  and  insist  upon  it,  that  it  ia  a  slander. And, 

Others  of  us  can  with  truth  assure  you  and  the  world,  that  besides 
discha^ing  the  more  pnUio  duties  of  our  stations,  we  hsTe  not 
been  vanting  to  reprore,  rebuke;  exhort,  or  encourage  and  direct 
noTB  privately,  whenever  we  hare  had  reasoa  to  think,  that  the 
case  of  any  particular  person  haa  called  for  it 

You  tell  ns  next,  "  that  Discipline  is  at  too  low  an  ebb."  —  This 
is  a  reproach  which,  we  had  little  reason  to  expect  at  the  time  when 
you  published  it.  We  had  not  long  before  dropped  one  of  our 
Tutors  out  of  his  place,  for  very  corrupt  and  dangerous  principles 
as  soon  as  they  came  to  be  certainly  known.  And  we  had  kept 
him  oat  till  he  had  given  grounds  for  charity  to  hope,  that  he  was 
come  to  a  sounder  mind.  We  had  also  expelled  a  Professor  for 
immoral  and  scandalous  practices.  And  can  it  be  supposed,  that  a 
government,  which  upon  just  occasions,  would  not  spare  its  own 
Officers,  wonld  at  the  same  time  wink  at  the  fanlts  of  children  Y  ■ 
We  hare  since,  for  immorality,  expelled  another  Tutor,  who  was 
also  a  Fellow  of  the  House.  And  these  acts  of  Discipline,  we  be- 
lieve, will  convince  others,  whatever  you  may  think  of  them,  that 
Discipline  neither  was,  nor  is  at  so  low  an  ebb,  aa  to  deserve  that 
we  should  be  reproached  publicly  with  ^e  want  of  it  —  But  you 
•aj,  "Bad  books  are  became  bahionable  among  them;  Tillotson 
and  Clarke  are  read,  instead  of  Shepherd,  Stoddard,  and  such  like 

Evangelical  writers." We  make  no  doubt  but  that  bad  books 

were,  and  are,  and  always  will  be,  too  oflen  read  in  a  society  of 
snch  numbers,  where  many  are  supplied  with  money  enough  by  their 
parents  to  purchase  a  bad  book,  if  their  inclinations  lead  them  to  it 
Butthe  question  is,  whether  bad  books  were  then  read  with  the  appro- 
bation or  knowledge  of  the  Governors  of  the  House  1  Now  the 
aareet  way  to  find  this,  is  to  examine  what  books  were  then  borrow- 
ed by  the  scbolats  out  of  the  public  Library;  for  other  hooka 
they  may  easily  conceal,  if  they  please,  from  their  Tutors.  Now 
Qpon  a  particular  enquiry  into  the  Library  records  on  this  occasion, 
as  the  world  bath  been  informed  by  our  worthy  friend  Col.  Brattle, 
in  the  Boston  Gazette,  June  23, 1741,  it  was  found,  with  respect 
to  the  books  which  you  call  bad  ones,  that  "  from  the  28tb  Nov. 
1732,  to  that  very  day  (for  almost  nine  years)  TiUotsm  had  not  been 
■0  much  as  once  taken  out  of  the  Library  by  any  Undergraduate ; 
nor  any  of  Dr.  Clarke's  works  for  above  two  years ;  whereas  Owes, 
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Btxter,  FlaTel,  Bates,  Howe,  Doolitlle,  Willud,  Watts,  and  GuTae 
(who  be  sure  most  of  tbem  may  be  reckoned  £?aiigelical  wiiten, 
as  well  u  Shepherd  and  Stoddard)  have  some  or  other  of  them  been 
borrowed  by  UDdergraduates  during  this  whole  time ;  and  that  they 
are  acarcely  ever  ia  the  Library ;  and  that  these  books  have  been 
more  conunonly  borrowed  by  the  Gradnales,  than  Tillolsoo  and 
Clarke.  This  account,"  says  he  "  I  have  before  me,  attested  by  the 
Library-keeper,  and  desire  the  facta  may  be  examined  into  by  any 
one  that  doubts  them."  '■  We  think  we  may  leave  it  now  to  every 
onbiused  conscience  to  determine,  whetber  the  account  yoa  have 

^vea  of  the  books  read  at  College,  was  fair  and  just 

Wigglamirtlt's  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  WhiUfield,  pp.  26-31. 
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Note  A.    (p.  2.)    See  Appendix,  No.  L 

NoTK  B.    (p.  2.)    See  Appendiz  No.  VI. 

Note  C.     (p.  4.) 

On  the  anniTeraarr  of  his  decease,  September  36th,  1828,  U 
the  expense  of  &  considerable  number  of  the  graduates  of  the 
UDiveruty,  a  solid  obelisk  of  granite,  fifteen  feet  in  height,  four 
feet  square  at  the  larger  extremity  and  two  at  the  smaller,  with 
snitable  inscriptions,  was  erected  to  Hr.  Harvard,  on  the  top  of 
hurjing-hill  in  Cbulestown  (oTer  the  spot,  where,  according  to 
tradition,  his. body  was  deposited),  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
company  of  spectators,  officers,  and  students  of  the  University, 
and  citizens  at  large.  The  ceremonial  was  introduced  by  a  prayer 
from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Walker  of  Charlestown ;  and  the  Hon.  Edward 
Everett  closed  with  an  eloqnent  and  interetting  address. — See 
Everett's  Address,  delivered  at  the  Erection  of  a  Monvment  to 
John  Harvard,  and  its  Appendix,     p.  17.     Boston,  1828. 

The  Hon.  Francis  C.  Gray  informs  me,  that  Hr.  Harvard 
entered  College  in  1628  and  took  his  master's  degree  in  163&. 
CifarcA3],1831.; 

Note  D.    (p.  6.) 

"Mr.  Corlet,"  says  Dr.  Holmes,  "  appears  to  have  been  a  man 
of  leaning,  of  piety,  and  respectability.  He  was  Master  of  the 
Grammar  School  in  Cambridge,  between  40  and  50  years."  —  Hist. 
of  Caa^iridgt,  in  Mass.  Hist.  ColL  VII.    p.  22.    First  Series. 

NoTB  E.  (p.  7.)    See  Appendix,  No.  I.  p.  4]. 

Note  F.  (p.  8.)     See  Appendix,  No.  VI.  p.  21]. 

Note  G.  (p.  8.)    See  Appendix,  No.  I.  pp.  4],  7]. 

Note  H.  (p.  2,  7, 9.)    See  AK>endix,  No.  I.  p.  8]. 
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Notes  1. 1.  (p.  9.)  See  Appeodii,  No.  Vin.  p.  86]. 

The  following  ia  an  dccount  of  a  subseqenl  Comtnencenient,  id 
1685,  from  the  MS.  Diary  of  Chief  Justice  Sevrall : 

"  Wednesday,  July  1,  [1685,]  Commencement  Day Besides 

Diaputea,  there  are  four  Orations,  one  Latio,  by  Mr.  Dudley; 
and  two  Greek;  one  Hebrew,  by  Nath.  Mather;  and  Mr.  Pmi- 
dent  aAer  giviDg  y*  Degrees  made  an  Oration  in  Praise  of  Aca- 
demical StuiiieB  and  Degrees,  Hebrew  ToDgue :  Mr.  Collins, 
Sbepard,  &c.,  Dep.  Qot't  and  Mr.  Nowell  absent,  not  retomM 
from  keeping  Court  in  the  Prorince  of  Maya.  Gov'r  there,  whom 
I  accompanyed  to  Charlestown.  After  Dinner  y*  3d  part  of  y* 
103d  Ps.  was  sung  in  y*  Hall."  —MS.  Diary  of  Judge  SewaU. 

Under  date  of  July  2,  1690,  in  the  same  Diary  is  the  following 
entry,  respecting  the  Commen  cement  of  that  year :  "  Go  to  Cam- 
bridge by  water  in  y*  Barge,  wherein  the  Gov'r,  Haj.  Geni,  Capt. 
Blackwell,  Mr.  AddingtoDi  Allen,  Willard,  and  others.  Had  y< 
Tide  homeward.  Thirty  Commencers,  besides  Mr.  Rogers,  Sir 
Mather,  and  Mr.  Emerson.  Sir  Mather  in  England,  yet  hsd  a 
Aspae  confer'd  on  him." 

NoTi   K.     (p.  11.) 

President  Dnnater  was  elected  to  bis  office  by  the  magietretes 
mod  Mtiiiffarj,  before  the  Act  of  1642  was  passed  ;  and  he  "  now 
folly  understood  "  that  they  had  "  no  authority  "  for  doing  it :  in 
«dditioa  to  which,  the  government  of  the  College  was  rendered 
more  diffionlt  by  the  prorisicm  ia  the  Act  of  1660,  which  reqaired 
the  consent  of  the  Orerseers  to  all  the  acts  of  the  Corporation 
before  they  could  ha*e  effect ;  and  tbia,  probably,  is  what,  among 
"  snch  laws,  orders,  or  injunctions  in  part  already  imposed  on  the 
place  as  be  destruotive  thereto,"  he  particularly  alluded  to  in  his 
resignation.  It  may  be  obserred  further,  that,  in  consequence, 
probably,  <rf  bis  having  received  bis  appointment  before  the  Corpo- 
ratioa  or  Board  of  Overseers  had  beeh  constituted,  from  a  body 
that  had  no  legal  ezisteace,  he  addressed  his  resignation  to  the 
General  Court,  who  referred  the  subject  (o  the  Oreraeers,  leaving 
it  to  them,  in  the  words  of  the  Order,  "  to  make  provision,  in  case 
he  persist  in  his  resolution  more  than  one-  month,  and  inform  the 
Overseers,  for  some  meet  person  to  carry  an  end  that  work  iai  the 
present,  and  also  lo  act  in  whatever  necessity  shall  call  for  untill 
the  next  Sessioa  of  this  Coon,  when  we  shall  be  better  enabled  lo 
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Mttle  ffhu  will  be  needfnl  in  b11  respectfl  with  reference  to  tUe 
College '! ;  —  a  courM  of  proceeding  not  very  coafoimable,  it  abould 
■eem,  to  the  laws  which  had  been  previously  made,  and  were  then 
in  force. 

To  the  honoured  tind  worshipfuU  Mr,  Richard  BeOingham,  Eiqr. 
Governor,  John  Endicott,  Esqr.  Deputy-Governor,  vith  the  rest 
of  the  honoured  Assistants  and  Deputies  in  GauraU  Court  at 
Boston  assembled.  ' 

The  petition  of  Henry  Dunater  in  caae  of  important  and  impor- 
tunnte  exigencies  humbly  sheweth: 

With  all  thankfulnesse  acknowledging  yoar  forbeaniDce  to  txk« 
advantage  at  his  resignation  of  his  place  June  the  last  pan  untitl 
your  humble  petitioner  might  have  conference  with  the  honored 
and  Reverend  Overseers  about  the  grievances  him  afflicting,  by 
which  your  humble  petitioner  being  enibrmed  to  some  measure  of 
ntisfaction  in  submissive  willingnesse  reaasumed  his  place  and  an- 
swerably  ever  since  to  bis  power  dutifully  demain'd  himselfe  therein 
ontill  the  24  of  the  8th  month  last,  when  npon  the  prudent  and 
peaceable  motions  of  the  said  honored  and  Reverend  Overseers  for 
the  publique  weal  of  the  Society,  concurring  with  other  reasons  your 
humble  petitioner  thereunto  indnceing,  he  your  said  petitioner 
peacably  laid  down  and  resign'd  his  place  again  the  second  time  in 
sucb  wise  and  manner  as  might  be  of  best  report  and  most  inofien- 
sive  to  all  sides. 

Therefore  your  humble  petitioner  submissively  dcsireth  that 
it  may  neither  be  thought,  nor  by  any  of  your  honored  selves  r^ 
ported,  that  your  said  petitioner  did  cast  off  his  place  out  of  any 
froward  morosity,  fooliA  levity,  or  ingralefuU  despising  either  of  the 
Court's  forbearance  or  the  Overseers'  amicable  conferences,  for  all 
the  Honored  and  Reverend  Overseers  can  beare  witnesse  to  the  con- 
trary, and  how  this  thing  was  transacted,  composedly  by  their  iik^ 
lives  and  arguments  concurring  with  your  humble  petilioner'a  coi^ 
oeptions  and  acceptation. 

Moreover  it  is  your  said  petitioner's  humUe  request  that  the 
honored  Court  would  be  pleased  to  take  into  their  Christian  con- 
sideration the  grounds  and  reasons  whereupon  the  late  honored  Con^ 
mittee  for  the  College  commended  to  your  Court  the  equity 
of  allowance  to  be  made  to  your  hnmble  petitioner  for  his  extraor^ 
dinary  labors  in,  about,  and  concerning  the  weal  of  tite  Col- 
lege over  and  beside  his  dayly  employment  in  tbe  education  of 
youth  for  the  space  of  these  fourteen  ye&res  last  past,  that  your  huiiH 
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ble  petitioner  may  be  enabled  therebj  to  discharge  his  debts  in 
Old  and  New  England. 

And  whereas  jour  hnmble  petitioner  with  aingular  industi; 
thorow  great  difficultyes  erected  the  house  wherein  for  the  present 
he  dwelleth,  it  is  his  humble  desire  that  be  may  peacably  enjoy  the 
same,  untill  all  accounts  due  to  him  from  ye  Corporation  be  orderly 
and  valuably  to  bim  yoar  humble  petitioner  satisfyed  and  pay'd. 

Aud  whereas  your  bumble  petitioner,  being  a  free  man  of  ihts 
Colony,  doth  not  only  by  vertue  of  hia  oath,  but  also,  from  an  innate 
love  and'  affection,  erer  hath  and  still  doth  seek  the  weal  and  felicity 
thereof  in  all  things  according  to  hia  beat  light  and  with  hia  whi^e 
person,  property,  and  estate,  and  soe  teacheth  all  bis  to  doe  that  noe 
member  of  this  Colony  may  be  nselesee  or  unprofitable ;  there- 
fore it  is  your  petitioner's  humble  desire  for  his  account's  sake  one 
day  to  be  made  to  God  of  the  talents  to  bim  betrusled,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  his  afflicted  family  (which  the  light  of  nature  teacheth 
infidels),  for  the  weal  of  this  plantation  which-it  is  written  in  your 
servaot's  heart  to  promote ;  that  therefore  according  to  his  educa- 
tion and  abilityes,  without  all  impeachment,  molestation,  or  dis- 
countenance from  the  authority  of  this  Colony,  he  your  said  humble 
serTBut,  walking  piously  and  peacably,  may  seek  further  and  vigor- 
ously prosecute  the  spiritual  or  temporall  weal  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof  in  preaching  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  teaching  or  training  up  of 
youth,  or  in  any  other  laudable  or  liberall  caling  as  God  shall  chalk 
out  bis  way,  and  when,  where,  and  in  what  manner  he  shall  find 
acceptance. 

Lastly,  whereas  this  honored  Court  the  3d  of  this  present  month 
voted  a  Committee  to  examine  all  accounts  of  your  petitioner  in 
reference  to  the  estate  of  Mr.  Joss  Glover  or  what  his  last  wife  left, 
or  which  may  concern  the  estate  contended  for,  &.c.,  your  petitioner 
humbly  pooceiveth,  prayeth,  and  hopeth  that  you  will  readily  re- 
verse that  vote  as  requireing  an  impossibility  at  our  bond  i  &>i  bow 
should  your  petitioner,  unlesse  a  Joseph  or  a  Daniel,  give  an  account 
of  n  Gentleman's  estate  dead  above  16  years  agoe,  whom  nor  whose 
estate  he  never  knew,  neither  ever  was  Legatee  immediately,  Ex- 
ecutor, Administrator,  or  Assigned  nay  who  may  justly  aay,  that 
be  never  knew  any  estate  was  in  law  his,  seeing  there  was  noe  In- 
ventory at  all  annexed  to  his  will  though  legally  proved.  Neither 
did  the  last  deceased  wife  of  your  petitioner  leave  any  estate  (afler 
debts  discharged  contracted  in  her  life  time)  in  this  country  save 
the  lands  at  Cambridge  witb  the  buildings  thereon,  and  a  Sums  U 


n,g,t,7.cbyGOOglC 


1T0TB8.  15S] 

Sudbur;,  the  title  whereof  your  booor's  Court  according  to  the  Rec- 
ord must  determiniB  ere  that  jour  petitiooer  cau  give  any  account 
thereof.  And  as  for  what  may  concern  the  estate,  contended  for,  by 
the  2  aonuea  or  any  other,  &c.,  your  petitioner  deeireth  hambly  to 
be  excused  from  such  an  infinite  task,  who  yet  is  willing  to  gi?e  a 
feithfull  and  fatherly  account  and  make  satisfaction  to  the  full  con- 
tent of  the  2  children  of  the  aforesaid  Mr.  Glorer,  that  have  not  fully 
receiTed  their  child's  portion,  tJz.  Mr,  John  GloTer  and  Mrs.  Pris- 
cilla  Appleton,  and  to  answer  all  sutes  and  pleas  that  any  other  of 
the  children  shall  for  any  estate  in  this  country  legally  make,  during 
your  hiimble  petitioner's  life.  Otherwise  it  is  easily  foreseen  what 
endlesse  vexations  and  tedinas  decisions  both  this  honored  Court, 
your  bumble  petitioner  and  his  posterity,  may  from  generation  to 
generation  causlessly  be  put  unto.  The  premises  therefore  being 
considered  and  answered,  your  humble  petitioner  shall  as  erer 
heretoiore  soe  hereafter  remain 

YouiB  to  his  power  in  aU  things  humbly  to  seiTe, 
i  f*-'-  SO.  (Signed)  Hbnbib  Dcnsteb. 
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